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GUIDE TO USING THE
DICTIONARY

MAIN VERB

FORMS OF THE VERB
Past tense, past
participle, and present
participle of main verb

PHRASAL VERB
Phrasal verbs are listed
under main verbs in
alphabetical order:

FREQUENCY STAR
Commonly used phrasal
verbs are marked with a star:

GRAMMAR PATTERNS
show whether the
phrasal verb has an object,
and where you put the
object. The object is written
as 'sth' Or 'sb,

FIXED PHRASE
Fixed phrases that contain
a phrasal verb are shown

in bold,

USAGE NOTE
This gives you extra
information about when to
use the phrasal verb,

GRAMMAR HELP
This tells you ifthe phrasal
verb isused or not in the

passive Or progressive,

LABELS
Labels tell you ifa verb
is formal, informal, spoken,
or literary English,



DEFINITION
Definitions are written using
the 2000-word  Longman
defining vocabulary, which
makes them clear and easy
to use.

LABELS
Labels also tell you ifa verb
isonly used in American
English (AmE) or British
English (8rE).

SIMILARTO
references show verbs and
phrasal verbs with
similar meaning.

OPPOSITE
references show verbs and
phrasal verbs with opposite

meaning.

PREPOSITIONS
Prepositions used with the
phrasal verb are shown in

bold.

RELATED NOUNS
AND ADJECTIVES
These are shown after the
sense of the phrasal verb
they refer to.






INTRODUCTION

I. What is a phrasal verb?

A phrasal verb is a verb that consists of two or three words. Most phrasal verbs consist
of two words - the first word is a verb, and the second word is a particle. The particle
is either an adverb or a preposition. Examples of common phrasal verbs include get up,
go off, turn on, make out, and deal with. There are also some three-word phrasal
verbs, for example catch up with, look forward to.

An important feature of phrasal verbs is that they are typically idiomatic. Therefore the
whole meaning of a phrasal verb cannot be understood by simply putting together the
meanings of its individual parts. For example, the meaning of cany out (=do) in the
sentence Scientists carried out an experiment is not related to the normal meaning of ‘carry’
or the meaning of ‘out’. Similarly, you could not guess the meaning of pull up (=stop)
in the sentence A carpulled up outside the house from the separate meanings of 'pull' and
'up’. A phrasal verb such as answer back (=answer rudely) is related to the meaning
of the verb 'answer, but this would not help you to guess the meaning of answer
back.

Where a verb freely combines with an adverb or preposition to produce an ordinary

meaning, this is NOT a phrasal verb. In sentences such as The boy fell off his bike and We
carried some chairs out into the garden, ‘fall off' and 'carry out' are not phrasal verbs.

2. Types of phrasal verb included in this dictionary

¢ idiomatic combinations of VERB + ADVERBIPREPOSmMON of the type described
above

« verbs that only exist in combination with a particular preposition or adverb, such
as rely on, amount to, gee up; and also verbs that only produce a particular
meaning when combined with a particular prepositon or adverb, such as deal with,
abide by, relate to

< VERB + ADVERB combinations that mean almost the same as the verb itself: eg eat
up, hurry up, toil away, where the adverb adds emphasis or an idea of
completeness  or continuity to the action of the verb

« phrasal verbs that always have 'it' as their object: eg hit it off, jump to it, slug it
out

« reflexive phrasal verbs, where the object is always 'myself, ‘'yourself', 'itself' ete: eg
pride yourself on, avail yourself of, lend itself to

NB Do not expect to find fixed idiomatic phrases such as 'step out of line' and 'eat your

heart out' in this book. You can find them in the Longman Idioms Dictionary.

3. How do I find the phrasal verb I|want in this dictionary?

First look for the main verb. Phrasal verbs are listed alphabetically according to their
particles after each main verb. When you get to the phrasal verb you want, you will
find that the senses of each phrasal verb are listed in order of frequency. This means
that the commonest meanings are listed first. The commonest and most useful phrasal
verb meanings have a I —hext to them, so that you can see which are the most
important  ones to know, e«

For example, suppose you are looking for get up, meaning to 'get out of bed'. First look
for the main verb GET. Get up is near the end of the phrasal verbs in GET, after phrasal
verbs such as get about, get ahead, and get together.

You then need to look for which sense of get up you want. The sense of get up
meaning to 'get out of bed' is the first sense given. This means that it is the most
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frequently used sense - in this dictionary the senses of the phrasal verbs are listed in
order of frequency, so the most frequent sense comes first.

4. Grammar information

The new Longman Phrasal Verbs Dictionary demonstrates clearly how phrasal verbs are
used, with grammar patterns shown at each sense. These show whether a phrasal verb
takes an object, where the object goes, and whether the object is human or non-
human. Grammar patterns are also placed in order of frequency.

For example, at tum on (=make something start working), there are two grammar
patterns:

Iturn on |Sth| Iturn |~

These patterns show that the object can come either after the phrasal verb or between
the verb and the particle.

NB The examples also show how this phrasal verb is used, and how the position of
the object can vary - | turned on the radio and listened to the 6 o'clock news. | Could you turn
the oven on if you're going into the kitchen? | Marion walked over to the overhead projector and
turned it on.

At nod off (=start to go to sleep), there is only one grammar pattern:

Inad off |

This grammar pattern shows that the verb does not take an object. The examples also
show this:

Old Tom had nodded off in front of the television. | | missed the end of her lecture- I think | must
have nodded off.

At join in (=take part in an activity with other people) the grammar patterns are:
Jjoin inl  loin in=~__

These grammar patterns show that join in can be used without an object, or with an
object immediately after the phrasal verb. The examples also show this:

When we come to the chorus, | want everyone tojoin in. | Politely, he joined in the laughter.

At talk into (=persuade someone to do something, especially something they are
unwilling to do), the following grammatical pattern is shown:

e JS0] ino I~
This shows that talk into must have two objects, the first is a person (sb), and the
second is a thing (5th). The examples also show this:

I should never have let you talk me into this crazy scheme.| "Why did you go with him?" “Wen
he sort of talked me into it!"

Separable phrasal verbs

Phrasal verbs such as turn on, put off, and rip off, all of which can take an object in
the middle of the phrasal verb or after the phrasal verb, are usually called ‘separable’
phrasal verbs. With separable phrasal verbs, the following rules apply:

If the object is a pronoun. such as 'it, ‘her, ‘them’, 'me', 'you' etc, it must come
between the verb and the adverb: eg tum off If you're not listening to the radio, I'll turn it
off. (NOT [I'll turn off it))

If the object is a long phrase. it should come at the end, after the phrasal verb:

eg carry out The French carried out a series of six nuclear tests.
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5. Other useful information in this dictionary

Synonyms and opposites

A synonym is a word or phrase that has the same meaning as another word. If a
phrasal verb has a synonym or aword that has almost the same meaning, this is shown
at the end of that sense of the phrasal verb. The synonym can be a verb, a phrasal verb,
or a verb phrase. The synonym(s) are introduced by the words 'SIMILAR TO. Here are
some examples:

At put off (=delay doing something until later, or arrange for something to happen at
a later time)
SIMILARTO, postpone

At head for (=go towards a place)
SIMILARTO, make for

At put on (=make a light or machine start working)
SIMILARTO, switch on, turn on

Opposites are shown as follows:
turn up (=increase the amount of sound, heat etc)

OPPOSITE, turn down

Information about whether or not a phrasal verb is passive

Phrasal verbs that are usually passive are marked 'USUALLY PASSNE. Phrasal verbs that
are never used in the passive are marked 'NOT PASSNE. If a phrasal verb is only normally
used in the passive, it is shown in its passive form in bold at the head of the entry. For
example, at be booked up (=there are no more seats, rooms, places etc available -
used in British English), only the form be booked up is shown.

Related nouns or adjectives

Nouns and adjectives which are related to a phrasal verb are shown after the meaning
of the phrasal verb that they are derived from. For example, blackout (noun) appears
after the phrasal verb black out (=suddenly become unconscious), and made-up
(adjective) appears after the phrasal verb make up (=invent a story, name etc)

Labels

The following labels are used in this dictionary:

ErE used in British English

AmE used in American English

spoken used mainly in spoken English

informal used when speaking or writing to people that you know well

formal used in speeches, in serious or official writing, but not in ordinary
conversation

old-fashioned used by people in the past, although you may sometimes hear it
being used now

literary used in literature but not in ordinary conversation

technical used when talking or writing about specific technical subjects which
are not familiar to most ordinary people

taboo this expression is extremely rude and offensive and you should not

use it






ABANDON

abandoned, abandoned, abandoning

abandon to ~ o

labandon  yourself to ~

literaryif you abandon yourself to something,
especially a strong feeling, you let it have a
very strong influence on your behaviour, and
do not try to control yourself: That night they
abandoned themselves to passion | As she
danced, she abandoned herself to the sensu-
ousness of the music

ABIDE
abided, abided, abiding

|abide by~
formal to obey or agree to accept a rule, law,
agreement, or decision: The President has to
abide by the same rules and laws as everyone
else, | Both countries have shown their willing-
ness to abide by the peace agreement | Tyson
promised to abide by the terms and conditions
of his release.

* SmiLar To: observe formal, stick to, keep to
BrE

ABOUND

abounded, abounded, abounding

labound with/in =

literary or formal to contain a lot of something:
The rivers abounded with fish. | The CostaAzul
abounds with bars, restaurants and night-
clubs. | a densely forested area, abounding in
wildlife

*
SIMILAR TO: be full of

ABSORB

absorbed, absorbed, absorhing

lhs absorbed mJ:

to be very interested in what you are doing,
especially so that you do not pay attention to
what is happening around you: Natalie was sit-
ting up in bed, absorbed in her book |1 was so
absorbed in my work that | didn't notice the time.
* simiLar To: be engrossed in

ACCORD

ABSTAIN

|anstain from =
formal to not do something, especially some-
thing you want to do, usually because of
health or religious reasons: Women are usual-
ly advised to abstain from alcohol during the
early stages of pregnancy. | Abstaining from
sex is a sure way of avoiding this route of HIV
infection.
abstain from doing sth For a whole month,
Muslims abstain from eating and drinking
during daylight hours.

ACCEDE

acceded, acceded, acceding

1

accede to pressure/sb's demands/

request/wishes  etc

formal to agree to do what someone demands
or asks you to do, especially when you do
not want to do it: The King was forced to
accede to pressure for major political
reforms. | Prison authorities have so far
refused to accede to any of the prisoners'
demands. | If a doctor accedes to a patients
request to withdraw treatment, he or she may

find himself in trouble with the law.

¥ smuar 100 bow to

laccede  to I_"‘"

formal to officially become the leader of a

country and be in charge of the government
accede to power General Abacha acceded
to power after a military coup.

accede to the throne (=become
queen) Queen Elizabeth acceded
throne in 1953.

*smiar 10 come to

| 10 |~

formal if a country or leader accedes to an
agreement or law, they sign it and officially
agree to it: India has announced that it will
accede to the Montreal Protocol on control-
ling CFCs. | Hungary was the first Eastern
European country to accede to the UN
Convention on Refugees.

king or
to the

ACCORD

accorded, accorded, according

|anm::d.mm.|s;

formal to contain the same ideas, information
etc as something else, especially so that they



ACCOUNT 2

both seem right: Her evidence accorded with ~ACE
that of the other witnesses. | This view would aced, aced, acing
seem to accord with Marx's own theories on
the subject. ace out
* .
sIMIAR TO: agree with, back up
MamnEmm|
AmE informal to easily defeat someone or

ACCOUNT

. something: Meg Ryan aced out Parker for the
accounted, accounted, accounting

leading role in the film.

ACHE

1 :account for isth .
18CCOUnL. ot ! ached, ached, aching

to form a particular part or amount of some-
thing: Exports account for over 80 per cent of
sales. | People from ethnic minority groups
now account for one in ten of the population. |
Britain plays by far the biggest role, account-
ingfor 31per cent of all foreign investment in
the Us.

¥ awae 10 make up
account for ~

to give a satisfactory explanation why some-
thing happened or why you did something:
How do you account for the sudden disap-
pearance of the murder weapon? | His boss
called him into his office and asked him to
account for his actions. | This was one phe-
nomenon which Darwin's theory of Evolution
could not account for.

_*sma.uALnexplaj.n.
laccount  for Isth |

to be the reason for something: People felt
that Clinton was doing a good job. This may
account for his high popularity rating, despite
the scandal over his relationship with Monica
Lewinsky. | Genetic factors probably account
for the higher incidence of depression among
women.

* )
~ siviar 1o explain
laccount  for [~

to know where people or things are, or what
has happened to them, especially when you
are worried that some of them are missing:
Firefighters later said all the children except
for one little boy had been accounted for. |
Most of the jewellery that was stolen has now
been accounted for.

|.a.QQQ,U.DL for sth |USUALLV PASSIVE

to say how money has been used or will be
used: Every penny of the taxpayer's money has
1o be accounted for,

|there's no accounting for taste |

spoken used to say that it is difficult to under-
stand why someone likes something or
someone, or wants to do something: “Why is
Doug going out with that awful woman?"
“Like they say, Rosie, there's no accounting
for taste."

a [ache for~

to want something very much, and feel very
unhappy that you cannot have it: It had been
a hard day, and | was aching for a good
night's sleep. | Suddenly his heart ached for
the sight of his native country.

* SMILAR Io- long for
b [ache for~

if you ache for someone you love, you feel
very unhappy because you cannot be with
them: He achedfor her, and longed to be back
in her arms.

*
simiiar  To: long for

ACQUAINT

acquainted, acquainted, acquainting

acquaint with

|he acquainted . with =
formal to know about something and be
familiar with it because you have seen it

read it, used it etc: Anyone who is acquainted
with the details of the case will realize that the
men are completely innocent.
be fully acquainted with sth All employees
should be fully acquainted with health and
safety regulations.
be well acquainted with sth He was well

acquainted  with the works of other
European writers of his day.

Z smitar 10. be familiar with

‘acquaint yourself with s~

formal to find out about something so that

you are familiar with it: She always took the
trouble to acquaint herself with the interests of
her students.

_*SIMILAR Io. find out
|anm1a.i.m.~_ with lsth [

formal

to give someone information  about
something so that they know about it and
are familiar with it: He decided to use this
opportunity to acquaint her with his plans for
the company.

* smiLar To: tell sb about sth



ACT

acted, acted, acting

act for

lactfor  Ish]

if someone, especially a lawyer, acts for you,
you employ them to deal with something for
you or speak for you in a court of law:
Lawyers acting for ex-smokers are suing the
big tobacco companies for billions of dollars.

The buyer of the painting said he was acting
for an American client, who wished to remain
anonymous.

SIMILAR TO: represent

¢ Act upon is more formal than act on and is
mostly used in writing.

|ac1:.o.nﬂ.mm.~_
to do what someone has advised, ordered, Agtf
you to do, or do something because IOeU:
have received some information or ha an
idea: Acting on a hunch, she went into his
study and looked through his letters.
act on sb's advice/orders/suggestion J real-
ize now that J should have acted on my
father S advice.
act on information Police say they were
acting on information from an undisclosed
source.

lactoutlsthl = —outl

to perform the events in a story, play, or a sit-
uation: We had to act out the story of Jesus S
birth in Bethlehem. | Through playing, chil-
dren act out the dramas of adult life, and learn
how to master new situations. | Like every
teenager, Kylie acted out her fantasies of pop
stardom jpfront of her bedroom mirror.

lact out lsth | §J§lb]£ul\

to express your feelings and emotions through
your behaviour, especially as a way of getting
rid of feelings of unhappiness or anger:
Teenagers often act out their frustrations by
turning against their parents.

SIMILAR TO: vent

lact up |

to behave badly - used especially about chil-
dren: He was always acting up in class and
caused his teachers no end of trouble. |
McEnroe developed something of a reputation
for throwing tantrums and acting up on court.

* SMILAR To: play up BrE informol

(I>~

+laddon~

2 |a_ctup_| .

A

informo/If a part of your body acts up, It starts :

to hurt or stops working properly: My elbow
started acting up again, and J had to stop
playing.

* SIMILAR TO: play up BrE informol

ADD
added, added, adding

add in
ladds88 X

to include something when calculating the
total amount of something: If you add in all
the other costs, we hardly made any profit. |
Add in 90 million tons from industry, and
Americas grand total is around 250 million
tons of waste-paper

* . .
siMILAR TO: include, factor in

tead 10|~ adaistner X

BrE to put something in with something else,
in order to combine them together: Add in
the sugar and stir gently.

Jdd~ XC
to increase the total amount or cost of some-
thing, by adding something more to it: On
top of the official fees, many schools add on
other charges, for example for books or mate-
rials. | The referee added on a couple of min-
utes of injury time at the end of the game. | a
tour of the Far East, with the option of adding
on an extra week in Bali
+ to An additional service charge of 10%
will be added on to your bill.

_* SIMILAR IQ. put on

ladd on 18!D) ladd ISth~  ladd on| X
to add another part to a house, town, garden
etc, in order to make it larger: The previous
owners had added on an extension at the back

of the house. | The Howardfamily added on to
the castle in the 16th century.

* .
SIMILAR TO: build on

add to

1 laddto~

increase, for example the
This will only

to make something
price or amount of something:
add to the cost of getting itfixed.

* .
_ SIMILAR TO. increase

|add 1o 15th)

to make a feeling stronger, a quality more
noticeable, or a situation worse: The report
will only add to the public Sfears about genet-
ically modified foods. |He seemed much older.
No doubt his thick glasses added to this



ADD

impression. | Toadd to their problems, the cost
of borrowing money has increased sharply.

1add up@_|.] |add.|.51h.|u.p\ ladd wp! Y

to calculate the total of several numbers or
amounts: The waiter took our bill away and
added it up again. | It is extraordinary how
often professional golfers add up their scores
incorrectly. |As children we are all taught how
to read, write, and add up.

ladd up lusuaLLy NecaTIvE

if calculations or total amounts add up, they
seem correct: The sums just didn't add up.
Someone had obviously made a mistake. | The
CIA began noticing that North S sales of
weapons and the money received from Iran
did not add up. $3.5 million was missing.

laddupl

if something adds up, it seems likely to be
true or correct: Thefacts all seemed to add up.
He was the only person who could have
carried out the murder.

it adds up If she hates him so much, why is
she helping him? It simply doesn't add up.
* gmLar TO: make sense

ladd wupl

if small amounts or numbers add up, they
produce a big total, especially one that is sur-
prisingly big: If you eat sweets and snacks
every day, the calories soon add up. | The
number of killed and wounded was starting to
add up, and the captain refused to risk the
lives of any more of his men.

*SIMILAR TO: mount uUp

laddisth~  1ada upisthl

to consider all the facts about something or
all the advantages and disadvantages, in
order to form an opinion about it: When | add
everything up, | think I'm better off working
from home.

* SMILAR TO: weigh up

ladd wp 1o lsth |

to result in a particular total or amount: Just
200 extra calories per day add up to one-half
pound of extra body fat each week. , Seth S
novel has 19 chapters, each with as many as
30 sections. These add up to 1,364 pages.

fsmua_ JIQ: amount to

ke oo |~

to have a particular result or effect, especially
to result in people having a particular opinion
about something: All this adds up to a
remarkable achievement. , These differences
add up to one conclusion. Government cannot

be run like a business. | The Pyramids, the
valley of the Kings, cruising on the Nile - itall
adds up to the holiday of a lifetime.

*SIMILAR TO: amount to

ADDRESS

addressed, addressed, addressing

address yourself to @]]

formal to deal with or discuss a particular sub-
ject or problem: The committee will address
itself to three main issues. | The new adminis-
tration has yet to address itself to the problem
of reforming the gun laws.

ADHERE
adhered, adhered, adhering

adhere to

1 ladhere 1o 5=

formal to obey a law, rule, or agreement:

Visitors should adhere to all local driving reg-
ulations. | countries which adhere to Islamic
law |Both parties must adhere to the terms of
the contract.

_*sm.u.aa_m obey, keep to, abide by formal
ladnere 1o @]

formal to believe that an idea or opinion is true
or right: Some people still adhere to the view
that homosexuality is somehow  morally
wrong. |Both he and Marx adhered to a similar
philosophy.

ADJOURN

adjourned, adjourned, adjourning

Iadj.mmnmJ:

if you adjourn to a place, you go there, espe-
cially after you have finished doing some-
thing - often wused humorously: After the
match we adjourned to the bar for some liquid
refreshment.

*
SIMILAR TO: gO to

ADMIT
admitted, admitted, admitting

ladmit ofls~

formal to make it possible for something to be
allowed or accepted: The present law admits
of no exceptions. | Thefacts of the case admit
of only one possible verdict.

* amLar TO: allow



ALLOW.

government plans to introduce new taxes
aimed at persuading drivers to switch to

| admit 10 |E_El >( public transport.

. simiLAR To: shoot for AmE
to say that you have done something wrong,

especially something  criminal, or say that I§”~

you have a feeling which you feel embar- R ; L .
rassed about: | think he feels sorry for what if something is a'mEd. ata ga(rjncuflar r:ype of
happened, even though he's not willing to person or group, It s intende or them to
- . buy, watch, use ete: a new TV sex education
admit to it. 4 ] .
. . series aimed at teenagers 1 The course is
admit to doing sth Campbell was sent to aimed atpeople with aprofessional interest in
prison after admitting to spying for the gardening. | The Jaguar XK8 is aimed at the
KGB. | Tony once admitted to drinking up to luxury end of the market.

a bottle of whisky a day.
* SIMILAR TO: confess

fsum&m;.d.imclat
3 beaimed at s

if a remark is aimed at someone, it is intend-
ADVIS_E . ed to be about them or for them, often in a
advised, advised, advising way which criticizes them: | hope that last

remark wasn't aimed at me.
* amiLar To: direct at
formal to tell someone about a fact or sitta- AIRBRUSH
tion: Patients were not advised of the potential airbrushed, airbrushed, airbrushing
risks of the treatment. | The police are legally
obliged to advise people of their rights when
they arrest them.

* smiLar To: tell sb about sth laicbrush = lairbrush out =
to deliberately pretend that someone did not
exist or was not important, so that people
AGREE . forget about them - used especially about
agreed, agreed, agreeing former political leaders

+ of Mr Major claimed that Mrs Thatcher's
supporters were trying to airbrush him out

1 |not agree with Isb| of British politics.
if a type of food or drink does not agree with
you, it makes you feel slightly ill: I'll have Al LOW
white wine. Red wine doesn't really agree with allowed, allowed, allowing
me.

2 agree with =

if a situation or place agrees with you, it 1 IQUMMI_EEI
makes you feel healthy or happy about your

life: Phyllis looked better than she had in a
long time. The country air obviously agreed
with her.

* .
SIMILAR TO: SuUit

to consider or include something when mak-
ing plans or calculations, or when making a
judgment about something: Make sure you
allowfor possible delays on the way to the air-
port. 1 Allowing for inflation, the cost of the
two movies was roughly the same. | Even
AIM allowing for this, it's still a remarkable
achievement.

2 Ja.I.I.QMLIQ.[J.EE]

to make it possible for something to happen:

aimed, aimed, aiming

laim mJEE] The system allows for photos to be sent via

computers and downloaded from the Internet. |

to try to achieve something: We're aiming at The First Amendment protects freedom of

a growth rate of 25%. speech, and therefore allows for political,
aim at doing sth They're currently aiming economic, and scientific progress.

at having a computer in every classroom by
the end of next year.
be aimed at doing sth talks aimed at end- lallow ofl sth |

ing the conflict in Northern Ireland | The formal to make it possible for something to



ALLUDE

happen or be accepted: The facts allow of

only one interpretation. | The small stock of
provisions did not allow of imaginative cuisine.

ALLUDE
alluded,alluded, alluding

|allude to Isthish|

formal to mention someone or something
indirectly: The poet was alluding to his own
relationship with Sylvia Plath. ['n his speech
the bishop talked about the "adulterers in
public life" - apparently alluding to the recent
behaviour of certain government ministers.

* smiLar To: refer to

AMOUNT

amounted, amounted, amounting

amount to

lamount 10 =

to be the same as something else, or seem to
have the same effect: These changes would
amount to a revolution in our political sys-
tem. | Pleasure and happiness do not neces-
sarily —amount to the same thing.
Disconnecting  the feeding tube which keeps
Tony Bland alive would amount to murder; the
High Court was told yesterday.

not amount to much/anything/
a great deal etc

to not seem very important, good, successful

ete: Her own academic achievements didn't
amount to much.

Io J: NOT PROGRESSIVE
to result in a particular total or amount: Total

bank lending to farmers in the province
amounts to about $295m. |Agents ‘fees could
amount to £2,000 on a £75,000 house - a sub-
stantial figure. |Annual emissions of sulphur
from the mines are thought to amount to
700,000 tons.

* simiLar To: add up to, total

ANGLE

angled, angled,angling

|_a,ng]_e for = USUALLY PROGRESSIVE

to try to get something, by asking or talking
about it in an indirect way: We all knew
she was angling for promotion. |Laura smiled
at him, aware that he was angling for an

invitation to come back home with her.
*SIMILAR To: fish for

5

ANSWER

answered, answered, answering

2

3

answer back

lanswer back | lanswer lsb=

especially SrE to answer someone rudely or
say that you disagree with them, when you
should obey them and be polite to them -
used especially about children speaking rude-
ly to teachers or parents: If any of the students
dared to answer back, they would be sent
straight to the Principal S office. [ Just do as
your mother tells you, and don't answer her
back! | The reason you like dogs is that they
can't answer back.

* SmiLar To: talk back

lanswer for ~  noT passvE

if you have to answer for something bad that
you have done or that has happened you are
responsible for it and have to be punished for
It If necessary
have to/must answer for sth One day the
general will have to answer for his crimes
in a court of law. |A manager has to answer
for the team S performance - If they do

badly, he $ likely fo be out of ajob

to be responsible for causing a lot of trouble:

The last government has a lot to answer for. |
| think that television has a great deal to
answer for

U can answer for =~

spoken used to say that you are sure that

someone can definitely be trusted to do
something, or that someone definitely has a
particular quality: I'm sure Jo will come. |
can't answer for the others though. |1 can't
answer for his abilities as a teacher.

* smiLar To: vouch for

|answer 1o lsistn|

if you answer to someone, YyOu have to

explain the reasons for your actions to them,
and they can criticize or punish you if they
disapprove: Politicians have to answer to the
voters at the general election. | When he dies
he will have to answer to God, just like the
rest of us. | rich entrepreneurs who answered
to nobody but themselves and could do

whatever they pleased

leosuer to the. name ot 1~

literary or humorous to be called a particular
name, often a name that you think is unusu-
al or humorous: They had two cats: one was
called Treacle, and the other answered to the
name of Faustina. |an attractive well-dressed
young woman answering to the name of Susan



7 ARSE

ANTE right or suitable: His parents didn't really
anted, anted, anteing approve of the marriage. ' Nigel didn't approve
' ' of her - he thought she was a bit pompous.
The vast majority of people approve of the

government Spolicies on immigration.

lante up~ _ lante up! - opposiTE:  disapprove of
AmE to pay an amount of money, especially

in order to take part in a card game in which APPROXIMATE
you win or lose money: 215 poker players

anted up $10,000 each on Monday to play in approximated, approximated, approximating
the eliminating game. !20th Century Fox will
ante up $1.5 million for the 'Almost Adam’

movie. rights. |approximate  to Isth |
formal to be almost the same as a particular
APPEAL number or amount, or a particular situation:
appealed, appealed, appealing This figure approximates to the total popula-

tion of Wi?sternEurope. | They do roughly the
same job, so their wages should approximate to
each other. | The training is intended to approx-
1appeal 1o .§J imate to the real situation on the battlefield.

if something or someone appeals to you,

they seem attractive or interesting: The movie ARGUE

will appeal to children of all ages. 11can't say  argued, argued, arguing
that the idea of living abroad has ever really

appealed to me.

largue ~  out | largue out [~

to argue about or discuss every part of some-
thing in order to make a final decision about
it: They had spent months arguing out the
details of the divorce. : ddidn't want to have to

lappertain to Isth | argue it out with him again.

formal to be about a particular subject or situ- ARRIVE

ation - used especially in official or legal sit- . . .
uations arrived, arrived, arriving

APPERTAIN
appertained, appertained, appertaining

appertaining to sth Staff should be familiar
with all the general facts and figures apper-

taining to the size, shape and types of rooms. larrive at Isth |
to make a decision or agreement about
APPRISE something, especially after discussing it or
apprised, apprised, apprising considering it for a long time: Thejury took 5

hours to arrive at a verdict. | All attempts to
arrive at some kind of power-sharing agree-
ment have so far been unsuccessful. 1 Acting

~shloflsth independently, the two scientists both arrived

at the same conclusion.

formal to tell someone the facts about some- *
SIMILAR TO: reach, come to

thing that has happened: 1 thought it right to
apprise  Cyril of what had happened at

Muirfield. ARSE
be fully apprised of sth (=have been told all ~ arsed, arsed, arsing
the facts about it) The minister said he was « Arse is arude word and some people are
fully apprised of the case. offended by it.

sIMILAR TO: inform formal

APPROVE larse about/around |
approved, approved, approving BrE informal to waste time doing silly or unim-

portant things: Stop arsing about and get back
to your work!
* SMiLAR To: mess about/around informal, fool
about/around

1approve of =
to think that something or someone is good,




ASCRIBE

ASCRIBE
ascribed, ascribed, ascribing

1 lascrine an bo I~

formal to say or believe that something is
caused by something else: An inquest was
held on the following day and her death was
ascribed to natural causes. | the peace-loving

nature of the Burmese people, which is often
ascribed to Buddhism | Some commentators

have ascribed the rise in the number of home-
less mentally ill people to the closure of large
psychiatric hospitals.

* SIMILARTO: attribute to

Iascribe I"‘I shisth I

formal to believe that someone or something
has a particular quality or value: It is wrong to
ascribe human qualities such as greed and
revenge to animals. | the status traditionally
ascribed to members of the aristocracy | the
importance ascribed to material wealth in
western societies

* SIMILARTO: attribute to

formal to say or believe that something was
first said, written, invented etc by a particu-
lar person: This quotation is usually ascribed
to Descartes. 1 It has been suggested that
many of the plays that are normally ascribed
to William Shakespeare were actually written
by Francis Bacon.

*SIMILARTO: attribute to

ASK

asked, asked, asking

ask after

&m_k‘

to ask about someone, especially about their
health or what they have been doing: Helen
was asking after you - she was pleased when
I told her how well your business was doing. |
Lady Agnes asked after Kathleen S health.

* I
SIMILARTO: inquire after formol

[ask |s_b along | |& along |m

to invite someone to go somewhere  with
you: It was very generous of them to ask her
along, but Lou would much rather stay at
home. | Why don't you ask some of your
friends along?

|Lk around/round |

to ask several people about something in

order to find the information or help that you

need: I'll ask around and see if there S a room
available. | "Do you know anyone who wants
to buy a bike?" "I don't know - I'll ask around
for you."

ask,for

laskfor~

to say that you would like to have some-
thing: She called the waiter and asked for the
bill. | Victims are often too frightened to ask
for help. | Last year he asked for a big French
dictionary for his birthday.

laskforl~

to say that you would like to speak to some-
one: Talbot was asking for you earlier. | He
called the police station and asked for
Inspector  Tennison,

ilivou couldn't ask for a better ...

especially spoken used to say that someone or
something is the best of their kind: Alan §
really nice - | couldn't ask for a better boss! ,
You couldn't ask for a more romantic place for
2 holiday,

Isb is asking for trouble |

used to say that someone is doing something

that is clearly dangerous or likely to cause
something bad to happen to them: Anyone
who goes into Chapeltown after dark is asking
for trouble.

|sb was asidng for it

spoken used to say that someone deserved to
be attacked or deserved something bad that
happened to them, and you do not feel any
sympathy for them: "Why did you hit him?"
"He was asking for it."

ask in' , )

laskisbrg

BrE to invite someone to come into aroom or
building, especially your home or your
office: | asked him infor a cup of coffee. |
"Lydia S here to see you." "Ask her in, will
you?"

* SIMILARTO: invite in

ask out

~

to ask someone to go to a restaurant, film etc
with you, especially because you want to
start a romantic relationship with them: At
first he was too shy to ask her out.
+ for She rang me up that same evening and
asked me out for a drink. | Brad wouldn't
have asked her out for a meal if he didn't
like her.

* SIMILARTO: invite out



ask over/round ~  ATONE
atoned, atoned, atoning
.~ overroungl

atone for
to invite someone to come to your house,
especially so that you can have a meal or |mf.o.r|sth|
drinks with them: You must ask him over for
dinner some time. | We've asked some friends
round this weekend. You're welcome tojoin us
ifyou want.

SIMILAR TO: invite over/round

formal to do something to show that you are
sorry for something wrong that you have
done, especially by trying to improve the situ-
ation: They were anxious to atone for their
sins. | In the post-war period, Hollywood began
to atone for its blatantly racist depictions of
African Americans.

Stk ask around/round

see ask over/round ATTEND
attended, attended, attending
ASPIRE attend to

aspired, aspired, aspiring

1 lattendfo~

formal to deal with something, especially a
problem or something that you must do: Tom

laspireto~ left early, saying he had some important busi-
to want to try to achieve something in the ness to attend to. | In those days women were
future that is better than what you have now: expected to stay at home and attend to their
Young people aspiring to careers in industry domestic duties.
should slelriously Think habout settin?I up therir * gunar 10 deal with, see to
own small firms. | South Africa finally got the
democracy that it had aspired tofor so long. 2 lattend to [~
formal to help or look after someone, for
example a customer in a shop or someone
AS_SOCIATE . who is ill or injured: Adam waited while the
assaciated, assaciated, associating girl attended to the next customer. | Army

H - medics were busy attending to the wounded. |
associate  wi~h She has to get up three orfour times a night in

B B order to attend to her elderly mother.
1 |be associated with |sthish | *
B . - Suar Io. see to
to be connected with something or someone,

or thought to be connected with them - 3 lattend 1o Ist=
used_ _especially about probl_ems, dangers, or formal to treat a wound or injury: He went to
qualities: We all know the risks that are asso- the local hospital to have the wound attended

. ciated with smoking. | Increasing old age is
usually associated with ill-health. | Oxford is a %
national centre for the treatment of problems - SMILAR TO: see to
associated with childbirth. | Such skills are all 4 lattend to~
traditionally  associated with women. . i .

formal to provide someone with the things

2 Iassncla.teﬂdeblsthlshl that they need to have: Schools in the area
are failing to attend to children S educational
needs.

to.

to make a connection in your mind between
one person or thing and another: People usu-
ally associate Japan with high-teen consumer
products. |In the West we associate aging with ATTEST
decline,

and often poverty. attested, attested, attesting
3 associate with 8]
to spend time with someone, especially a
group who other people disapprove  of: 1 lattest to ~
Middle-class ~ families  didn't want their . .
children associating  with boys from the formal to show or prove that something is

estate. | They found that he had been associat- true: l\_/lany_ studles_ attest to the fact that
ing with known Communists, and his career depression is becoming much more common,
was effectively over. due to the increased pressures of modern life. |

*  mix with The numerous books on his shelves attest to
SIMILAR TO: MIX Wi his broad range of interests.



ATTRIBUTE

2 lattest to = _

formal to say that something is definitely true
or that something definitely works: 1 know
dozens of people who can attest to the treat-
ments  effectiveness. | There was no one who
could attest to his innocence.

10

one's possessions, at an auction. An auction is
a public meeting where goods are sold to the
person who offers the most money: Thefam-
ily were short of money, and the contents of
Eglinton Castle had to be auctioned off. | The
company will be auctioned off to the highest

bidder.
* smiLar To: vouch for
AVAIL
ATTRIBUTE availed, availed, availing
attributed, attributed, attributing avail of
attribute to
lavail yourself of ~

1 |arioge =
to say or believe that a situation, event etc is
caused by something: Recent changes in the
Earth ‘s climate have been attributed to pollu-
tion from cars and factories. | Some diseases

which were once attributed to evil spirits may
have been forms of mental illness.

lattribute. =

to say or believe that something was said,

USUALLY PASSM

USUALLY PASSM

formal to use an opportunity to do something

or accept an offer to do something:

Thousands of people availed themselves of the
opportunity to buy shares in the company. |
Staff wishing to avail themselves of this flexi-
time arrangement should discuss it with their
manager.

AVERAGE

invented, or done by a particular person: The  averaged, averaged, averaging

arch is attributed to Giovanni Maria Filippi,

who was court architect to Rudolf 1. |1

remembered  reading a similar quotation

attributed to Voltaire. | Murders and kidnap- laverage out [~ laverage =

pings which were previously attributed to
right-wing death squads are now thought to
have heen carried out by the army.

| attribute  Isth 1o Ishisth |

formal to say or believe that someone or
something has a particular quality: We must
be very careful in attributing human motives
to animals.
attribute great importance to sth (=say or
believe that something is very important)
Our ancestors attributed great importance
to the positions of the stars and the planets.

ATTUNE

be attuned to

|be attuned fo ~

formal to be familiar with how someone
thinks or behaves, and what they want or
need: Teachers should be properly attuned to
the needs of their students. | Film-makers like
Tarantino and Stone are more attuned to

to calculate the average amount of a set of
figures: If you average out the scores, you get

atotal of 85, which s pretty good,
|.as@.m out/average  each other out |

if totals average out, they are equal in
amount or number: The differences in price
between the two systems average out over a
year.

average out at/to

laverage out atto =~

to have a particular amount as the .average:
"How much do you spend on groceries?" "1
think it averages out at around $150 a week." |
Our training costs for last year averaged out
at £5,100 per trainee.

AWAKE
awoke, awoken, awaking

today's audiences. |lawake f0 = IMM—
formal to realize something, especially some-
thing important that has a big effect, or to
AUCTION make someone realize something: It took
auctioned, auctioned, auctioning almost twenty years before the authorities

_Iguction off ~ Iguction |~

to sell something, for example land or some-

finally awoke to the full extent of the prob-
lem. | Orwell wanted to awake his readers to
the realities of living on the streets.

*
SIMILAR TO: wake up to



BACK

backed, backed, backing

back away

1 back away

N

1

to move backwards so that you are further
away from someone or something, often
because you are afraid or nervous: "Are you
crazy?" she cried, backing away in horror.
+ from The gunman began backing away
from the counter, watching the cashier the
whole time.

| back away |

to become unwilling to do something that
you promised or planned to do, especially
because you do not support the idea or plan
any more: We thought we had a deal, but the
seller is starting to back away.
+ from The government has been accused
of backing away from apromise to increase
welfare benefits.
* SIMILARTO, back off

back down

| back down |

to accept that you cannot win an argument
or fight and stop trying to win, or accept that
you are wrong and change your decision,
when you do not want to do this: The union
refused to back down and called for immedi-
ate strike action. | In the end Krushchev
backed down and agreed to remove the mis-
siles from Cuba.

+ on/over The government may have to
back down on some of its transport policies
if it wants to win the next election.

* SIMILARTO: give in

back off
|backo_fﬂ <
to move backwards so that you are further
away from someone or something: He

backed off immediately when 1 told him my
boyfriend was waiting outside.

* SIMILARTO; back away
| back offl

to stop trying to influence or force someone
to do or think something: You should back off
for a while and let Alan make his own deci-
sions.

* SIMILARTO: layoff

1

2 lbacks

3 |pack off .

to gradually become unwilling to do some-
thing that you promised or planned to do,
especially because you do not support the
idea or plan any more
+ from The President is backing off from
his plans to accelerate democratic change.

¥ SIMILARTO: back away

4 |pack off!|

spoken, especially AmME used to tell someone to
go away and stop annoying or criticizing you
or another person: Hey, back off, buddy!
Can't you see it's none of your business?

Iback ont%n o=~

BrE if a building backs onto something such
as a river, field, or road, the back of the build-
ing faces it and you can see it or reach it from
there: an old black and white pub, backing on
to the river | The house backs onto afield and
a nature reserve beyond.

| back outl

to decide not to do something that you have
agreed to do: The actress who was originally
going to play the part backed out at the last
minute.
+ of She's made a promise and she can't
back out of it now.

*SIMILARTO: pull out

I
lbackup~ lback~

to prove that something is true: There was no
scientific evidence to back up their claims. |It
was fortunate that the video tape backed up the
manager's story.

SIMILARTO: support
lbackup~

to support someone by saying that they are
telling the truth: Peggy was there too. She'll
be able to back me up. | He swears he's telling
the truth and has witnesses who will back him

up.
3 ILCKQQI"' B sb/stthI

to provide help or support for someone or
something:  Officials discussed the possibility
of using military forces to back up the police. |
a series of security arrangements which would
back up apeace deal |solar power, backed up
by apropane generator

back-up N [SINCULAR, u]

help or support for someone or some-

thing: Several police cars provided back-up

for the officers.



BAG

back-up AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]

back-up systems, services, or equipment
are designed to be used if the main one
does not work effectively: Nuclear reactors
have superbly efficient back-up systems in
case of emergencies.

4 lback = L-backl:

to make a copy of information on a com-
puter, and store it on a separate disk or tape
so that the information is safe if there is a
problem with the computer: You should back
up your data at least once a week.
back-up N [cl
a copy of information on a computer: The
tape drive does an automatic back-up every
lunchtime. | Remember to keep back-ups of
all your important files.
back-up AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]
used or produced when you make a copy
of information on a computer: back-up
disks |a back-up copy

5 lbackupl lbackup~  lback8lpl

if you back up or back a vehicle up, you drive
backwards:  Will you back up a bit so that 1
can get through, please? | The driver backed
the taxi up to the hotel door.

*SIMILARTO: reverse BrE

Iback upl

if traffic backs up, it stops moving and forms
a long line because there are so many vehi-
cles: If you leave town after five o'clock the

law so that someone can be let out of prison
until their trial takes place: Clarke S family
paid $50,000 to bail him out.
bail sb out of jaillprison Whittingham
bailed Taylor out of jail, and even paid for
the damage he ‘. done,

|pailout | Ipailout Isth1 Ipail Isth lout |

to remove water from the bottom of a boat
by collecting it in a container and throwing it
over the side of the boat: We were bailing out
as fast as we could, but it was no use - we
were sinking.

SIMILARTO: bale out BrE
| bail qutl
to jump out of a plane in order to escape,
because it is going to crash: The aircraft was

hit, but the pilot managed to bailout just in
time.

*SIMILARTO: bale out BrE

lbail utt

to stop being involved in or part of some-
thing, often because there are difficulties:

After ten years in the business, McArthur is
bailing out.
+ of She decided it was time to bail out of a
marriage that had become unbearable.
* SIMILARTO: bale out BiE

bail out on

traffic starts backing up really badly. bailowt. on =
AmE to stop supporting someone: It was a
BAG moral issue and a lot of people bailed out on
. the President.
bagged, hagged, bagging
bag up BALANCE

|hag upl~ haglsth~ balanced, balanced, balancing

to put things into plastic or paper bags: You 'cl
better bag all this rubbish up before you put it
in the bin. | We spent a couple of hours bag-
ging up clothes to take to the charity shop.

BAIL
bailed, bailed, bailing

bail out

1 |pail lsbisth Jout | Ibailout Ishisth |

to help a person or organization to get out of
trouble, especially by giving them money
when they have financial problems: Richard
has run up huge debts at college and his par-
ents have refused to bail him out. | The gov-
ernment has bailed out the car industry too
many times in the past.

*SIMIL.ARTO: bale out BrE )

to leave alarge sum of money with a court of

|balance ~  against =

to consider the importance of one thing in
relation to something else when you are
making a decision: The cost of treatment has
to be balanced against expected benefits. |
When the life of a pregnant mother is at risk,
balanced against the life of the unborn child,
the mothers welfare should take priority.

* SIMILARTO: set against

|balance out/up |

if two or more things balance out or up, the
final result is that they are equal in amount or
effect: Sometimes 1 look after the kids and
sometimes John does - so in the end it all
balances out.



I BANDY

2 |palance 51h..§1|.U.EI Ibalance  out/up St | completed a clear round, but the horse balked
_ at the last fence.

if you balance out or up two or more things,

you make them equal in amount or effect:

You have to try and balance up what you want BALLS

with what you can actually afford. balfsed, balfsed, balfsing

« Balls is a rude word and some people are

BALE offended by it.

baled, baled, baling

1 lpate Ishisth sout | Ipate our ~ |palls up 5th | lbaus lsth =~ loalls up!
BrEto help a person or organization to get BrE informal to do something very badly or
out of trouble especially by giving them unsuccessfully: - "How did the interview go?"
money when they have financial problems: Don't ask - I really ballsed it up!” | The ref-
Once, when things were going particularly eree reviewed the decision on video and told
badly, Craig offered to bale us out. | The com- fpe FA he ‘clballsed up.
pany was in severe trouble and it had to be SIMILAR TO: mess up informal, screw up
baled out by the government. informal, cock up BrE informal
fwm;_ bailout balls-up N [e]

BrE informal when someone does some-

2 ibale ou thing very badly or unsuccessfully:  Nigel
BrEto jump out of a plane in order to escape, made a complete balls-up of the arrange-
because it is going to crash: Thacker baled out ments.

into the sea, and the aircraft crashed off

Deli Point.
*e Imara ‘0& BAND
- SlMLAR Too u banded, banded, banding

3 lpale out | lpale out [~ lpale 5th Jout |
BrE to remove water from the bottom of a

boat by collecting it in a container and |band together |

throwing it over the side of the boat: Jane got .

a bucket and started baling out, while I rowed to form a group and work together in order
back towards the shore to do or achieve something: Recently, afew

brave shopkeepers  banded together and

* )
SIMILAR, IQ: bailout . X
= 1o batlou refused topay ‘protection’ money to the mafia.

4 bale outl +to do sth Bulgarians and Greeks banded
BrEto stop being involved in or part of some- together to repel the invaders.
thing often because there are difficulties: The SIMILAR TO: get together, team up, unite

Blue Aeroplanes had another two members
bale out from the band last week.

* siMiLAR TO: bail out

BANDAGE
bandaged, bandaged, bandaging

BALK asa BAULK B

balked, balked, balking
baulked, baulked, baulking | bandage  up = |bandage =~
to tie a long narrow piece of material around
a part of the body that is injured: The nurse
bandaged me up and sent me home to rest. |
Johnny came back on the pitch with his knee
1 lbalkat~ bandaged up.
to not want to do or try something because it * SIMILAR TO: bandage
seems difficult, unpleasant, or frightening:
Westerners balk at the prospect of snake and

dog on the menu. BANDY

balk at doing sth Many people would balk  bandied, bandied, bandying
at setting up a new business during a reces-

slon.
2 palk at afencefiump lbandy about/around  [-
if a horse balks at a fence, it stops suddenly =bout/around |

and refuses to jump over it: They d nearly . . .
to mention or discuss a word, name, idea ete



BANG

often, especially without considering it very
carefully: Names like Scott Thomas and Kate
Moss are being bandied about for starring
roles in the show. | Words like ‘world-class'
and ‘brilliant’ are bandied around in the
press, but is this young performer really such
a genius?

* SmiLar To: toss around

BANG
banged, banged, banging

1 |bang around/about |

to move around a place, doing things and
making a lot of noise: Michael was banging
about in the garage, hunting for his tools. | If
you get up early, don't start banging around -
you'll wake me wup.

| nang IS8l aroundranout |
|hanu.am.und£ahom_.|$ﬂﬂ

to move things around a place in a noisy
way, or to use them roughly and carelessly:
In the kitchen, Tessa banged saucepans about
irritably.

| hang around/about |

if an object bangs around or about, it moves
around noisily hitting other objects, because
it has become loose or has been badly
packed: 1 could hear the garage door banging
about in the wind. | There S something banging
around in the back of the car.

I
lbang away |

to hit something noisily again and again:
Seizing his hammer, he began to bang away
with renewed enthusiasm.

* swar 10 hammer  away

| bana away |

to play music loudly and often not very
skilfully on the piano, drum etc

+ at/on Mick was banging away on an old
piano all evening.

*

— SIMIAR IQ. pound away

3 [bang away |

informal,

something
+ at/on Marcel

all night, and finished
the next morning.

* .
sIMILAR To: toil away, slave away

especialy AmE to work hard at

banged away on his paper
it just before class
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[\

~
|hanu, J_S_ away. |USUAIIY PASSIVE

BrE informal to put someone in prison: "The
sooner we get these thugs banged away, the
better," said Sergeant Maxwell.

* Smar To: bang up BrE informal

1bang down ~ _ banag [~ down |

to put something down violently and noisily,

especially because you are annoyed: "That S

enough!" Laura said, banging down the iron.
+ on Alan banged hisfist down on the table
and glared at Kellerman.
bang down the phone/receiver She swore
at him and banged down the phone.

*

~ smuar. 10 slam down

|bang the door downlbang down the door |

to break a door by hitting it violently in order
to enter a room or building by force: Her hus-
band threatened to bang the door down if she
didn't let him in.

*
siMILAR TO: break down, smash down

lbanginto-

to knock against something or someone by
accident when you are moving around: He
didn't dare switch the light on, and he banged
into some shelves in the darkness. | The little
boy kept running round and round the shop
banging into people.

SIMILAR To: bump into

ibang 00|

BrE informal to talk continuously about some-
thing in a boring way
+ about She keeps banging on about how
wonderful her darling son is. | The Treasury
has been banging on about the need to
make savings for the past two years.

* .
SIMILAR TO: @O0 on informal

lbangout- lbangl~

to play a tune loudly in a careless way, espe-
cially on a piano: The window was open and |
could hear someone inside banging out some
Scott Joplin. |an old photo of Lennon banging
out chords in some scruffy club in Liverpool

to write a story, report etc very quickly, espe-
cially using a computer or typewriter: In just
one week, Reiger banged out 'Meeting Girls', a
play about a high-school reunion. |Journalists
fly into the disaster area, bang out a quick
story, and leave.



bang up
1 |hang Isb |_|.m.J USUALLY PASSIVE

BrE informal to put someone in prison: Their
father had been banged up in Liverpool jail
for more than a year.

fSIMILART_O: bang away BrE Informal

lbang up ~ |bang Isthish ~
AmE informal to seriously damage something
or injure something or someone: My car got
pretty banged up, but I'm okay. | Brown
banged up his knee in yesterday 'sgame.
*SIMILARTO: knock about/around, bash up
BrE informal

banged-up AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]

AmE informal old and damaged: She drives a

banged-up blue Subaru.

BANK

banked, hanked, banking
bank on..
lbankon~
to rely on something happening or on some-
one doing something, especially because the
success of something depends on it: The
Chancellor is banking on a spending boom to

boost the economy.

bank on doing sth They were banking on
getting Kate Winslet to play the star role.

| wouldn't bank on it spoken (=used to
emphasize that something is not at all def-
inite and you cannot rely on it) It looks like
the weather will be good on the day, but |
wouldn't bank on it.

*SIMILARTO: count on, rely on

bank up
1 lbankisth~ |bank up ~__
to make earth, sand, snow etc into a pile:

Huge mounds of snow were banked up on
either side of the road. | Heavy rain had
washed the soil and leaves down the slope,
and banked them up beside the gate.

2 lbankuplst8 =~ lbanklsth@
BrE if you bank up a fire, you put a lot of coal
onto it, so that it will keep burning for a long

time: Lily banked up the fire, and went out,
closing the door.

* SIMILAR TO: build up
BARGAIN
bargained, bargained, hargaining
bargain away
|bargain away = |bargain Ish |away |

if you bargain away something, for example
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BARK.

your rights, land etc, you agree to give them
away, in return for getting something else
that you want: Over the years employees
have bargained away many of their rights in
return for higher salaries.

|more. than you bargained for |

used to say that something was more than

you expected, and you were surprised or it
caused problems for you: It was a wonderful

holiday but it cost a lot more than we 'cl
bargained for.

get more than you had bargained for The

thiefgot more than he ‘clbargainedfor when
Mr Cox turned a gun on him.
[ Ihadn't bargained forion =~
if you hadn't bargained for something, you
did not expect it to happen, and you are sur-
prised or it causes problems for you: What

they hadn't bargained for was the prejudice of

the trial judge. |1 hadn't bargained on being
stuck in traffic for two hours on Kilburn High
Road.

SIMILARTO: reckon with

BARGE
barged, barged, barging

1 lbarge in| |parge into [=

to rudely enter a building or room without
being asked, especially when it is a private
place and other people are in there: Connors
barged in when we were in the middle of a
meeting. | I wish you wouldn't barge into the

bathroom without knocking!

2 Lha.:ga in | |ha.|;ga into =
to interrupt what someone else is saying or
doing, especially when you are not wanted
there and you spoil it for them: Gordon had
an annoying habit of sitting down and barging
into other people's conversations. | I was
perfectly happy until Dane Jacobsen came
barging into my life.
+on Wewere anxious not to barge in on the
ceremony, but the local people waved to us
to join them.
SIMILARTO: intrude
BARK
barked, barked, barking
bark out
|ha.|;|s out = |ha.|;K ——out
to shout something loudly and suddenly,



BASE
especially an order: The general began
barking out orders to his staff.

BASE

based, based, basing
base on/upon ~ ~'::

« Base upon is more formal than base on and
is mostly used in writing,

~onlupon-
to use facts, ideas, written material etc that
you already have in order to decide or pro-
duce something: | based my decision on what
I thought would be best for the children. | The
movie was based on a novel by Sinclair
Lewis. | The results, based on replies from
over 10,000 schoolchildren, showed that 30%
of them smoked on a regular basis.

BASH
bashed, bashed, bashing

|bash Isthish ~

BrE informal to treat something or someone
roughly or hit them, especially with the
result that you damage or hurt them: | don't
mind you borrowing the car as long as you
don't bash it about. | Sam came home covered
in bruises, saying he'd been bashed about at
school.

*SIMI!_AR To: knock about/around, bash up

A s

Thash awayT
informal, especially BrE to work hard and con-
tinuously at something you find difficult or
boring in order to try and get it right or to fin-
ish it
+ at Mike spent the weekend bashing away
at his revision. | 1'd been bashing away at
my essay all morning and made almost no
progress.
sIMILAR TO: slave away, slog away BrE informal

bash in

lnasn in Isth | Ipash Isth 1]0)]

informal to break, damage, or seriously injure
something, especially by hitting it very hard:
The cars rear window had been bashed in,
and there was glass all over the seat. [l bash
your head in if you say that again!

|bash on |

BrE informal to continue travelling or doing
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something even when it is difficult and you
are not enjoying it: I'm still bashing on with
the book, and I hope it will be finished by the
summer. | "There S nothing we can do except
bash on,” said Geoff. "We must be nearly
there."

* SIMILAR TO: carry on
bash up

| pash up |S_th | Ipash - USUALLY PASSIVE

BrE informal to damage something by treating
it roughly: Some ofthefruit was a bit bashed
up, so they let us have it really cheaply.

BrE informal to seriously hurt someone or
damage a part of their body by attacking
them violently: They said they'd bash me up if
| said anything to the teachers.
be bashed up Marie Sface was all bashed
up; | think her boyfriend did it.

* smiLar To: duff up/infover BrE spoken informal

BASK
basked, basked, basking

| pask in Isth |

to enjoy very much the attention or admira-
tion that other people give you, or the feeling
of success: The group were at the height of
their popularity, and they basked in the
admiration of their fans.

bask in the glory of sth Christie was bask-

ing in the glory of his sensational Olympic
100 metres victory.
BAT
batted, batted, batting
bat around
that around [ = around !

BrE informal to discuss ideas, in order to decide
whether they are good or which one is the
best: 1'Vebatted around several suggestions at
the committee meeting, but none of them
seemed quite right.

*
sIMILAR To: toss around, knock around

BATHE

be bathed in .fo

Ibe bathed in sunshine/moonlight  etc |

literary if a place is bathed in light, the light
shines on or into it in a way that makes it
look very pleasant or attractive
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BATTEN BAULK

battened, battened, battening st balk ALso baulk BiE

batten down

|batten. down =~ =th ____ ldown |

to firmly fasten a window, door, or entrance,
in order to prevent damage from strong
winds: Stephen was busy battening down all
the shutters and doors before the hurricane 1 lbawlout~ Lbawll~
arrived. |An order was quickly given to batten
down the ship S hatches and cover them.

informal to shout or sing something in a very
loud unpleasant voice: The Sergeant came

batten on striding into the hut and bawled out an order. |
On the way home, the train was full offootball
|batten opn = fans, bawling out rude songs. |1 heard some-

one bawl my name outfrom across the street.

5rE old-fashioned to have a comfortable life or
become successful by using or getting some- 1z |b_aW|_|:l,Qu1| |namd_qu1~_
one else's money in an unfair way:
Advertising makes people buy things they do
not want, enabling huge multinational compa-
nies to batten on the working classes.

*SIMILARTO: sponge off

informal to speak angrily to someone because
they have done something wrong: My mother
really bawled me out for coming home late.

* SIMLLARTO: tell off, chew out AmE informal

BEAM
BATTER beamed, beamed, beaming
battered, battered, battering
I

1 lbater down I~ lbarter = gown osam o= oo o L

to make someone's body disappear from a

5t to hit a door or wall very hard many planet's surface and appear again a moment
times until it breaks and falls down: Armed later in a space ship - used in space adven-
police battered the front door down and ture stories: Beam me up, Scotty!
dragged the men into the street.
*
~ SIMILARTO; break down BEAR
.l |patter down ~ |batter ~ down | bare, borne, bearing
5rE if you batter down someone's opposition bear down —~
you make them stop being opposed to some-
thing: Mandy succeeded in battering down 1 |pear down |
Simon % resistance with her charm. | His
mother had a sharp tongue, which she used to use all your strength to push or press
for battering down any opposition. down on something: The men all bore down,
SIMILARTO: break down Lut the stone wouldn't - budge.
.1 |pear down |
BATTLE AmE to use all your effort to do something:
battled, battled, battling The home team have to bear down again and
' ' get serious ifthey want to win the game.
battle out 3 | |
| pattle it out | BrE if a woman who is having a baby bears

down, she uses a lot of effort to push the
baby out of her body: lane gritted her teeth
and bore down groaning.

if people, teams etc battle it out, they fight,
oppose, or compete with each other until
one person or team wins, using a lot of effort

+ for On Sunday the professionals will be 4 |pear Ish | down |

battling it out for the first prize of literary if someone or something heavy bears
$1,000,000. you down, they push you down towards the
+ with After five years of battling it out with ground: Justine half rose at one point, but he
the planning department we finally got bore her down again. |A heavy weight fell on
approval to build the house. his shoulders, bearing him down, stunning

him with the blow.



BEAR

I7ea~down on/u on

« Bear down upon is more formal than bear

down on and is mostly used in writing.
|bear down on/upon Ishisth |

to move quickly towards someone or some-
thing in a threatening or determined way:
The ship bore down on us and for a few
moments there seemed to be no escape. |Billy
looked up and frowned as he saw his mother
bearing down on him.

|M down on/upon |M1 |

to have a strong effect on someone or some-
thing, especially by creating pressure on
them: When they speak, | feel the force of
history bearing down on me. | The Abbey S
sombre traditions were bearing down on him.

]
« Bear upon is more formal than bear on and
is mostly used in writing.
|bear onfupon Isth |

formal to have a connection with something
and affect it in some way: Ten years later;
new evidence was found which bore on the
case. | The Chinese scholar Tang Chun-i
made an important point that bears upon this
discussion.

bea~ out

| bear Isth/sb lout

sthish Jout | >(

to support what someone has said or written
and so help to prove that it is true: Recent
research bears out the idea that women are
safer drivers than men. |1 told them exactly

what had happened, and Dudley bore me out.

ut ~

| bear

|hg,a,r_ up |USUAILY PROGRESSNE

to remain cheerful and not be badly affected
by a bad situation, illness etc: It S been a very
difficult year for myfather, but he Sbearing up
quite well.
how is sb bearing up (=how do they feel)
How's Rosie bearing up under all the
strain?

bea~ with

1bear with me !

spoken used to politely ask someone to wait
or be patient while you do something: Bear
with me a moment while | make aphone call. I
I hope you will bear with me if I tell you a
little about my own situation.
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BEAT
bea~ beaten, beating

1 |.ﬁ:as:.mhea.tadam| A4

3

if the sun beats down, it shines very strongly
and the weather is hot: The sun was beating
down on our backs and our throats were dry. |
Its incredible how animals have adapted to
this harsh environment, where the sun beats

down remorselessly every day.
|m rain beats down |

if the rain beats down, it rains very hard: At
that moment the sky darkened and the rain
began to beat down.

* smiar To: pour down

lbeatls~down|

BrE to persuade someone to reduce the price
of something you are buying, by arguing
about it: They wanted $250,000 for the house
but we beat them down to $200,000. | He
wants £7,000 for his car, but I'm sure | can
beat him down a bit.

* gmiar 1o knock down, get down

&@L tl down |USUAILY PASSNE

AmE if a situation or person beats you down,
they make you lose enthusiasm or energy: |
was really excited when Ifirst started the job,
but I soon felt beaten down by the negative
atmosphere in the office.

* smiar 7o wear down, get down

|eat oft Istssth | |bear Isbistn ot |

to succeed in stopping someone from attack-
ing you, by hitting them: The old man man-
aged to beat off his attackers using his walk-
ing stick. | Although the dog looked very
fierce, | was able to peat If off,

|beat. off Isthish | [beat Isthish =

to succeed in defeating someone who is

competing with you or opposing you: The

manufacturers  were looking at different tech-

niques in an effort to beat off their rivals.
beat off competition Rolls Royce beat off
competition from the American companies
for the new engine contract. |Stuart Ewin
ran twenty yards, beating off strong chal-
lenges from the other team, before driving
the ball home.

|bear off

AmE informal if a man beats off, he makes
himself  sexually excited by rubbing his

sexual organs
* SmiLar To: masturbate, toss off BrE informal



1 |beat out a rhythm |

if you beat out a rhythm on a drum, you
make the drum produce a regular pattern of
sounds: When the ceremony was about to
begin, someone began to beat out a rhythm on

1he drums,
|peat out Isth | |pear =] out |

to make a fire stop burning by hitting it with
something
beat out a firelthe flames Heather seized a
branch of a tree and began to beat out the
flames.

SIMILAR TO: put out
|beat Isplout | et 0tls

AmE informal to defeat someone or do better
than them in a competition: The Raiders beat
out their rivals, the Kansas City Chiefs.

1heat Is.[h.'.ﬂ.ul.m("_

to force someone to tell you something, by
hitting them until they agree to talk: The
police said that if he didn't tell them where the
girl was, beat it out of him.

|peat Isblup| lpeat up~

to attack and seriously hurt someone, by hit-
ting or kicking them many times: Two men
dragged him from his car and beat him up so
badly he was in hospitalfor a month. | He was
beaten up by agang of thugs in the city centre.

* SmiLar To: bash up BrE informaldo over BrE
spoken informal

lbeat wpon -~

AmE to attack someone or criticize them
unfairly, especially someone younger or
weaker than you are: Basically Popeye S
a nice guy. He just beats up on bad guys. |
Kerry accused politicians of beating up on
immigrants to get votes.

BEAVER
beavered, beavered, beavering

| heaver away |

BrE informal to work hard at something, espe-
cially in an eager way and giving it all your
attention:  The mechanics have been beaver-
ing away all night, trying to get Alessi scar
ready for the race.
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1 whatlwhatever  became of ~

BED.
+ at There was an enormous amount of
paperwork, and we all beavered away at it
for days.
siMiLAR TO: slog away, plug away, slave away
BECOME

became, become, becoming

ifyou ask what became of someone or some-
thing, you want to know what happened to
them or where they are now: Whatever
became of Phil Goddard? | haven't heard
from him for years. | What became of the
painting is still a mystery.
fﬂwm&anmnhmmmﬂto

lwhat js to become  of Isblsth? |

iwhat will become of~

if you ask what will become of someone or
something, you want to know what will
happen to you or them in the future because
you feel very anxious about it: Maisie broke
down in tears. "You can't go, Judd. What s to
become of me and the children?" | Obviously
these countries want to know what will
become of the nuclear weapons on their soil.

BED
bedded, bedded, bedding

1 Ibed down |

to lie down in order to got to sleep some-
where, especially on the floor, on the ground,
on a chair ete: Angie didn't want to go home
so late, so I told her she could bed down on
the sofa. | About twenty people had bedded
down outside the shop, waiting for the sale to
start.

*
_ siMiLAR To: doss down BrE Informal
1bed down |

BrEif a new system beds down, it gradually
becomes less new and strange and starts to
work with fewer problems: It will be neces-
sary to wait about six months for the reforms
to bed down, before we can comment on their
success.

| bed Isblsth |down | Ibed down ~

to make a person or animal ready for the
night: It was Jim Sjob to look after the horses

and bed them down for the night.
lped =~ down | Iped down ~

AmE informal to have sex with someone -
used when someone is proud of having done
this: He claimed to have bedded down over
20,000 women.




BEEF

BrE to move young plants from where they
have been growing indoors, and plant them
outside in the ground: Sow the seeds in
March, and bed them out in the vegetable
garden in May.

* SIMILAR TO: plant out BiE

BEEF
beefed, beefed, beefing

informal to improve something by making it
stronger, more powerful, more effective etc:
Security has been beefed upfor the President S
visit. 1 The new mayor in Los Angeles wants to
beef up the city Spolice force. | The govern-

still believe in God, even if they don't go to
church. | People say they've seen aliens from
other planets. but I don't believe in any of that.
'believe n.othl
to support or approve of an idea or system
because you think it is good or right: | don't
believe in all these silly diets. | 92% of those
questioned said they believed in marriage.
believe in doing sth My grandfather had
always been a vegetarian - he didn't
believe ip Killing anything.
| helieve in |50]
to be confident that someone will be able to
do something successfully, or that they are
honest and good: The people want apresident
that they can believe in.
believe in yourself (=be confident that you
are good at something or that you can suc-
ceed) If you want to be an artist, you have to

believe inyourself because no one else will.
ment plans to beef up the current gun control

legislation.
beefed-up AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]
stronger, more powerful, more effective
etc than before: a beefed-up version of the

BELLY
bellied, bellied, bellying

BMW3  series
ety U
BEER delly
AmE informal to move forward so that you are
very close to something
| | + to A strange man bellied up to the bar
be beered up and offered to buy Sarah a drink.

BrE informal to have drunk a lot of alcohol,
especially beer, with the result that you are
drunk: The England fans were beered up well
before the match.

* Simiar To: be drunk, be liquored up AmE
informal

BELONG
belonged, belonged, belonging

"t\helongmls;

if something belongs to you, it is yours: The
boat belonged to one of the local fishermen. |
Both sides are claiming that the island
belongs to them. | Who does that house belong

|h.eg offl ibeg .Q.ﬁ.l.s.l.hl to now? |a ring that once belonged to Mary

. . Queen of Scots
to say politely that you cannot do something %
that other people want or expect you to do: J  y y'helong fo s5th:
wanted to have a quiet day, so when the
opportunity arose to spend the day on the
beach with friends, J begged off.

beg off doing sth Haney didn't feel too well,
so he decided to beg off working that day.

BEG
begged, begged, begging

to be a member of a particular group or orga-
nization:  The kidnappers are believed to
belong to the Basque terrorist group ETA. |
Did you belong to any clubs when you were at
university? | Although they both belonged to
the same family, they had very little in
common with each other.

BELIEVE
believed, believed, believing 3 |belong to Ishisth |

if something, especially power or responsi-
bility for something, belongs to a person,
country etc, they have it or are responsible
for it: Of course, thefinal decision belongs to
the Prime Minister.

* .
SIMILAR TO: rest with

0 Inetieve in |EE]
to think that a god exists or that a particular
religion or belief is true: Most English people



4 lpelong fo =

to come from or be connected with a partic-
ular time, place, or style: The old lady seemed
to belong to a different era. | For many people,
having a racehorse belongs to the world of
Rolls Royces and luxury yachts.

BELT
belted, belted, belting

lpett out = |peir Lsfh] oue |
informal to sing or play a song on an instru-
ment very loudly: Downstairs a band was

belting out a deafening selection of hits from
the early sixties.

belt up
| belt up!|
BrE spoken informal used to rudely tell some-

one to stop talking: “For Christ's sake, belt

up!" Barton said.
SIMILAR TO: shut up

|belt wpl

BrE informal to fasten your seatbelt in a car or
a plane: The government have introduced a
£500 fine for drivers who don't belt up.

*SIMILAR T0: buckle up AmE

BEND
bent, bent, bending

+bend down |
to move your body forwards and down
towards the ground, by bending it at the

waist or knees: George bent down and kissed
the little girl on the cheek.

+to do sth Suddenly I noticed a silver coin,
and | bent down to pick it up.

be bent on

lbe bent onl

to have decided to do something and be
completely determined to achieve it, espe-
cially something that involves violence or
destroying something - used to show disap-
proval

be bent on doing sth The terrorists seem
bent on causing as much disruption as pos-
sible before the elections.

be bent on revenge/vengeance The family
could not forgive the girl 's killers, and were
bent on revenge.
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+1 bend over 1 lyend over |5th

to move the top part of your body forwards
at the waist or shoulders: He bent over his
plate, eating hungrily. | These trousers are so
tight | can hardly bend over!
be bent over (=be in a position in which
you are leaning forward at the waist or
shoulders) ~ The woman was bent over,
picking upfallen apples.

BENEFIT
benefttted, benefttted, benefttting

benefit from

BrE formal if a house benefits from a particu-
lar feature, type of room etc, it has that fea-
ture or type of room in it - used in advertise-
ments for houses and by people whose job is
to sell houses: The property benefits from gas-

fired central heating, and a garage with space
for two cars.

BET
bet or betted, bet or betted, betting

bet on

lbeton|~
to expect or feel sure that something will
happen, especially so that it influences what
you decide to do: Traders who had bet on a
rise in share prices, lost money.
bet on (sh/sth) doing sth I think it's safe to
bet on Dozier staying with his team, the
Minnesota  Vikings, this year.
don't bet on it/l wouldn't bet on it spoken
“Do you think they'll let me work for them
again?" "I wouldn't bet on it if I were you."
*SIMILAR TO: bank on, count on

BEVY

be bevvied up

|Qe bevvied up |

BrE informal to have drunk a lot of alcohol,

with the result that you are drunk: After a

couple of hours everyone was so bevvied up

that they didn't know what they were doing.
get bewvied up IVe're all going out tonight
to get bevvied up.

SIMILAR TO: be drunk, be liquored up AmE
informal

la
[>



BID

BID
bid, bid, bidding

bid on

g on |

if a company bids on a piece of work, it tries
to get the work by offering to do it at a par-
ticular price, especially when it is competing
against other companies: Local companies
have personal contacts and reduced delivery
costs, which gives them an advantage when
bidding on contracts. |Some people claim that
there is discrimination against US companies
wishing to bid on Japanese projects.

BILL
billed, billed, billing

bill as

. ~
I.b.I.I.I kh&h.J_ USUALLY PASSIVE

to publicly describe someone or something
in a particular way in order to advertise
them: The festival is being billed as the
biggest of its kind in Europe.
bill itself as Disneyland bills itself as the
happiest place on Earth.

BIND

1

bound, bound, binding
bind over
lbind over - lbind = over |
USUALLY  PASSIVE
BrE informol if someone is bound over by a

court or judge, they are given an official order
to cause no more trouble and threatened
with punishment if they do: The brothers,
aged 24 and 27, denied the offence but were
bound over for six months.

be bound over to keep the peace Campbell
was arrested and bound over to keep the
peace for three months.

|be bound .aver for trial |

AmE formal to be taken to a court of law in
order to be judged to see if you are guilty of a
crime: Gugliatto, 35, was bound over for trial
on charges of aiding an escaped criminal.

|mm |$Ih|u.n.| |mnd.unlsm|

to wrap a piece of cloth around a wound, in
order to stop it bleeding or to protect it
Shelley washed the wound very thoroughly
and bound it up with a clean dressing. |In the
end Gareth had to sit down on the grass and
bind his ankle up with rags.

*
SIMILAR TO: bandage up

be bound to

|pe bound to Isthish |

formal to have made a formal agreement or
promise to obey something or someone: I'm
afraid that you have signed a contract and
therefore you are bound to it. | Miller started
the society, and its members were bound by
oaths to him personally.

be bound up in/with

|be bound wp inmwith st |

to be so involved in a particular situation that
you cannot think of anything else: Joanna S
too bound up in her own problems to be able
to help us at the moment.

* .
SIMILAR TO: be wrapped up in

be bound up with

loe bound uo win 1~

to be closely connected with a particular
idea, activity, situation etc: The history of the
mill is closely bound up with that of the
Williams family, who owned it from 1840-
1947. | Religion and morality are inescapably
bound up with one another.

BITCH
bitched, bitched, bitching

bitch out

AmE informal to criticize someone angrily:
When 1 called her she started bitching me out.

BITE
bit, bitten, biting

1

|hite back Isth | |hite 15th |back |

especially BrE to stop yourself from saying
something or from showing what you really
feel, especially when this is difficult: Carrie
had a powerful desire to say what she really
thought, but she bit back the words. | Shiona
bit back her anger. What on earth was Mackay
playing at?

| bite back |

to criticize someone strongly and angrily, or
do something to them as a punishment,
because they have criticized or done some-
thing unpleasant to you: Be careful what you
say - Maria's got a temper and she tends to
bite back rather easily!

+ at Tony Blair bites back at his critics in

an article in the News of the World.



bite into" ,
1 |bite into =

to press so hard against someone's skin that

it hurts or cuts them: Callum tightened his

grip and she felt his fingers biting into her

wrist | The poor creature's collar was so
small that it bit into its neck

* o
~ SIMILAR IO: dig Into

2 Ipite into -
especially BrE to use a large part of the money,
time etc that you have available, so that there
is much less left: If we bought the car now, it
would really bite into out savings" |Shares have
slumped as the recession has bitten into profits”
* SimiLar To: eat into

BLACK

blacked, blacked, blacking

1 Iblack out |

to suddenly become unconscious: The driver
of the car had apparently blacked out at the
wheel | Ifelt as if | was suffocating, as if | was
going to black out

SIMILAR TO: pass out

blackout N [e]

when you suddenly become unconscious:

You'll have to go to the doctor if you keep

Ibe blacked out |

if a room, building, or city is blacked out at
night during a war, all the lights are turned
off and the windows are covered with dark
material, especially so that the buildings can-
not be seen by enemy planes: During the
NATO bombing, the city was blacked out and
the cafes closed at 8pm. | The windows were
permanently blacked out, the rooms turned by
war into dirty, dismal places"

blackout N [e]

a period of time each night during a war
when no lights can be used and windows
must be covered with dark material, so
that the buildings cannot be seen from the
air: Kitty had had enough of the blackout,
the bombings and the shortages. | blackout
curtains

|be blacked out |

if a building, city, country etc is blacked out,
there are no lights on in it because the elec-
tricity has stopped working: From time to
time the whole country was blacked out by
power cuts. | Large sections of the capital
were blacked out following the earthquake.

blackout n [e]

when the electricity has stopped working

so that there is no light available: Due to a
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BLANKET

power blackout, their hotel was in total

darkness.

4lblackoutlsth] ~

to cover something so that it cannot be seen,
by using a dark mark or dark material: The"
car s license plate had been blacked out with
tape. | He was wearing a wig, and several of¥:;
his teeth were blacked out.

|black out ~  Iblack ~  out |

to prevent a television or radio programme
from being broadcast, or a news report from
being seen or read, especially because it is
damaging to a government in some way: The
authorities in Belgrade blacked out news of
what was happening in Kosovo.

blackout n [e]

when a radio or television programme is
prevented from being broadcast, or anews
report from being seen or read: Police
ordered a news blackout while the negotia-
tions tofree the hostages were in progress .

BLANK
blanked, blanked, blanking

1 |plank out Isthish | |plank |sthish Jout |

to deliberately stop yourself from thinking
about something or someone, because it is
too painful or it upsets you to think about
them: | tried to blank out everything he had
said from my mind. | After a moment he was
able to blank out the pain.

fwm block out

2 Iblankout~ =
to cover or remove something written, so
that it cannot be seen or read: Every fifth
word was blanked out, and the students had to
try and fill them in. | The whole of the last
paragraph had been blanked out.

3 |blank out the screen |
if something  blanks out your computer
screen, all the information on it disappears:
If, after some time, you have not used your
mouse or keyboard, then a control program
blanks out the screen.

4 lplank out |
AmE informal to be unable to remember what
to say or do: Melissa took one look at the
exam and completely blanked out.

BLANKET

blanketed, blanketed, blanketing
blanket with

1 |pe blanketed with snow/mist/smoke _ etc |

if a place is blanketed with snow, mist,
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smoke etc, it is covered with it: Virtually all
of Pennsylvania was blanketed with snow

+ at He blasted away at city officials, blam-
ing them for the housing shortage. | Demo-

overnight. | The coast had been blanketed with crats are expected to blast away at the
fog in the morning, but it cleared a little later proposed budget cuts.
on.
blast oH
2~lwithl~
BrE to put a lot of advertisements or large 1blast. off :
quantities of a particular product in a partic- if a spacecraft blasts off, it leaves the ground

ular place: The company blanketed bookstores
nationwide with copies of the book. | WebTV
has been blanketing the airwaves with ads.

at the beginning of its journey into space. A
spacecraft is a vehicle that can travel in space:
The space shuttle Columbia blasted off on

Thursday on a 17-day flight around the
BLARE moon'. INgxt week, a r_ocket carrying the first
. Austrian into space will blast off from Cape

blared, blared, blaring Canaveral.

* Smiar To: take off, lift off
blast-off N [u]
the moment when a spacecraft leaves the
ground to begin its journey into space: We
have 10 seconds until blast-off.

blare away/out
Iblare awaylout ,USUALLY PROGRESSNE

if music, aradio etc is blaring away, it is very

loud, especially in a way that is annoying:

The people upstairs from us have their stereo blast out

blaring away at all hours of the night. |

Military music was blaring out from the loud- \blast out ~ ‘blast 1sth lout | 1blast out

speaker system.

* amiLar To: blast out if music blasts out or something blasts it out,

it is very loud: Rap music was blasting out
from the car stereo. | The band was blasting
out songs from their latest album.

*
sIMILAR TO: blare out

BLAST
blasted, blasted, blasting

BLAZE
1 |b|ast away | |b|ast away ~ blazed, blazed, blazing
|blast |shisth |away | blaze away
to keep firing a gun continuously:
Schwarzenegger grabs a machine gun and 1 blaze awayv.

blasts away until all the bad guys are dead on
the floor.
+ at The farmer started blasting away at the
crows with his shotgun.

fﬁmu.e&_m-_ blaze away
| blast away ~ | blast Isthish | away |

to destroy something or kill someone by
shooting at them or by using explosives: In
the film 'Magnum Force', Clint Eastwood
blasts away a group of corrupt cops. | Small
balls of Semtex, powerful enough to blast
away doors, were smuggled into the prison.

| plast away |

if a radio, band etc is blasting away, it is play-
ing music very loudly, especially for a long
period of time: At 2am, the band was still
blasting away. | The teenagers next door have
their stereo blasting away all night.

X amuar 1o blare away

| blast away |

especially AmE to strongly and publicly criti-
cize someone or something - used especially
in news reports

if a fire blazes away, it burns strongly and is
very bright: Soon the campfire was blazing
away, and they began to make dinner. | The
fire continued to blaze away, and there was
nothing we could do to save the house.

*
— siviar 10 burn
Iblaze away |

to keep firing a gun continuously:  Excited
hunters sometimes start blazing away before
they really know what they're shooting at.
+ at He pulled out a gun and started
blazing away at the oncoming soldiers.
* SmiLar To: blast away

BLEND

blended, blended, blending
blend in/into

1 'blend in. lblend jnto =
if something blends in, or blends into the
things around it, it has the same colour,
shape, or pattern as the other things around

it, and is not easily noticeable: Military



vehicles are painted green or brown so that
they blend into the surroundings.
+ with The bugs were a yellowish-green
colour that blended in with the grass. | The
house is made of local stone, which blends
in well with the surrounding  countryside.

|b|endi_n | |b|ﬁd into |;

if someone blends in, they seem similar to
the other people around them, and do not
seem different or unusual: Speaking the local
language will help you blend in and look less
like a tourist. |In Los Angeles, it doesn't mat-
ter where you came from - after a while you
just blend in. | It didn't take longfor the immi-
grants to blend into the community.

+ with Philippe did his best to blend in with
the other students.

BLIMP
blimped, blimped, blimping

‘blimp outl

AmE informal to become fat: During my first
year in college | totally blimped out from
eating so much junk food.

BLISS
blissed, blissed, blissing

Jlissour | |hlisslsh lout |
AmE informalto feel very happy and relaxed,
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BLOT

entrance etc in order to prevent people from
passing through: Police blocked off the whole
area after the shooting, looking ~ for
witnesses. | Canal Street is blocked off for the
Statue of Liberty Festivities; no traffic will be
allowed all weekend.

*
siMiLAR TO: close off, cordon off

|
to prevent light from reaching somewnhere,
or prevent something from being seen or

heard: The new lenses are supposed to block
out harmful rays that can damage your eyes. |
Heavy curtains blocked out all daylight in the
dark house. | Huge skyscrapers blocked out
the view.

_*SIMILAR To. shut out, blot out
| block out ~ | plock |~ out |

to stop yourself from thinking about some-
thing unpleasant or painful: Amy didn't tell
anyone about the attack, and just tried to
block it out of her mind. |Professional athletes
often have to block out the pain in order to
finish playing a game.

SIMILAR TO: shut out, suppress, repress

block up

lblock up=  |block 5 |up!

to fill a narrow space or the entrance to
something so that nothing can pass through:

The sink was blocked up and | had to call a
plumber. | Crowds of people were blocking up
the street infront of the federal building.

*
SIMILAR TO: obstruct, clog up

or to make someone feel this way: After
exercising, bliss out in our relaxing sauna.
BLOT
blotted, blotted, blottin
BLOCK ’
blocked, blocked, blocking
1 lblotout~ Iblot~outl
to prevent light from reaching somewhere,
1
MWB' or prevent something  from being seen:

to prevent a car or vehicle from moving by
putting something, especially another car or
vehicle, very close to it: Don't park there -
you'll block me in. | Her car was blocked in by
a large furniture  van.
|btock in ls | lntock isih lin
AmE to write or draw something that covers
a space on a piece of paper: She'd drawn the
swimming pool, then blocked in a blue-green
colour.
* -

sIMILAR To: fill in

block oH

| ptock off lsth | Intock Isth offi

to put something across a road, path,

Clouds of black smoke blotted out the sky and
the flames rose higher. | Yelena held her hand
in Font of her eyes to blot out the morning
sun.

*

- siiar 1o block out, shut out

blot out |sth | |b|ot |sth lout |

especially BrE to stop yourself from thinking

about  something, especially  something
unpleasant or painful: Theformer star said he
used alcohol to blot out the pain. | She could

never blot out completely what had happened
and ended up committing suicide.

sIMILAR TO: block out, shut out



BLOW

blot up

|blot up~ Imih

to remove liquid from a surface by gently
pressing a cloth, paper etc on it: Cornell blot-
ted up the excess water with a kitchen towel. |
If oil has been freshly spilled, blot up as much
asyou can, then cover the spot with detergent.

BLOW
blew, blown, blowing

[\

I

informal if a performance, film, book etc
blows you away, you think it is extremely
good and you are surprised and impressed by
how good it is: Calvin blew away the audi-
ence with his outstanding performance as
Shylock in 'The Merchant of Venice'. | When I
first heard this record, 1 was blown away.

|h.Low|5anay| |h.Lowawa¥|$b|

mformal to kill someone or something by
shooting them with a gun: Don't move or I'll
blow you away! | Clint takes out his 45

Magnum  and blows them all away.
|nlow away I | |btow 18h]away |

informal, especially AmE to defeat someone or
something completely: Franklin D. Roosevelt
blew away presidential candidate Alf Landon
in 1936. | The Italian team blew them away in
a thrilling game.

blow down
= 1bow down il
'blow down [

if the wind blows something down, or it
blows down, the wind makes it fall to the
ground: High winds blew down trees, cut
power, and blocked roads in Madison yester-
day. | Seven people were hurt at the carnival
when a big tent blew down.

*
sIMILAR To: blow over

lblowinl

informal, especially AmE to arrive unexpectedly:
Jim blew in about an hour ago - did you see
him?

Iblowoff~ 1blowl~ 1blowoffl

if the wind blows something off, or it blows
off, the wind moves it from its position,
especially so that it falls down onto the
ground: The wind had blown off some of the
tiles from the roof |Part of the barn roofblew
off in the storm.
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2 |blow offIsth | |blow Isth | off]

if an explosion or bullet blows something off,

it removes it with great force: The bullet blew

off three of his fingers. | The front part of the
was blown offin the explosion.

o o oo | e o =

AmE informal to treat someone or something
as unimportant:  Charles Barkley blew off the
sexist remarks he made about female

reporters,
4 |plow Isth = |blow off lsth |

AmE informal to not do something that you
had planned to do earlier: Burleson blew off a
dinner Saturday night and went to the movies
instead.

* sIMILAR To: ditch

n
1, ].blowo_ut =~ blow~ lout:

to make a flame or a fire stop burning by
blowing air on it: Helen blew out the candles
on her birthday cake. | The wind had blown
out the pilot light on the stove.

'+1 blowout |

if a flame or fire blows out, it stops burning
because of the wind, or because someone
has blown air on it: The candles had blown
out in the wind.

2 |pblow out~ _  Iblowisth [~

if an explosion or strong wind blows some-
thing out, especially a window, it breaks and
falls down onto the ground: Hundreds of win-
dows were blown out by the force of the explo-

sion, but fortunately = no one was hurt.
3 lblowoutl

if a tyre blows out while you are driving, all
the air sudderily goes out of it because it is
damaged: One of her tyres blew out and she
was lucky not to have had an accident.

blowoutN [e]
when all the air sudderily goes out of a
tyre because it is damaged: A blowout at

1his speed could be really dangerous.
4 | blowout shisth 1 1 blow :sbisth lout :

AmE informal to easily defeat someone or
something: Qur team blew out the Cubs 28-3.

5 lhlow itself out |

if a storm blows itself out, it ends: The hurri-
cane moved along the northeast before blowing
itself out over the North Atlantic.

6 [blow[sbloutl |b|ow out~
BrE informal to disappoint someone by not
meeting them or not doing what you have
agreed to do: If he blows you out again, tell
him you've had enough.
* smiLar To: stand up
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a picture of himself and gave it to his girl-

bIOW over friend for Christmas.

*
SIMILAR TO: enlarge

. P blow-up N [cl

if an argument or unpleasant situation blows .

over, it is forgotten or no longer seems a_photograph ~ or picture — that _has been

S . . o made much larger: The evening news

important: 1 know she's angry now, but it'll - .

soon blow over. | Rushdie stayed in hiding showed a blow-up of a spy satellite picture
) faken gver Cuba.

until the controversy about his book blew over.
6 |biow DI

if an angry argument or a difficult situation
blows up, it suddenly starts to happen: A
diplomatic  crisis has blown up over Nato's
bombing  of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade.

lolow up = lblow =

to talk about something in away that makes
it seem more important or more serious than
it really is: The story got blown up by the
press.

2 |b|ow ~__ over | |b|ow over |

if the wind blows something over, or it
blows over, the wind makes it fall: The own-

ers are afraid the trees will blow over on the
house during the next big storm. | Rescue
workers help passengers after a bus was 7
blown over by strong winds.

USUAILY  PASSIVE

3 lplow over | ~

if a storm blows over, it ends: The Weather

Centre predicts that the snowstorm  will .
quickly blow over. +into | don't know why you've blown this
up into such a big deal- it was just ajoke!
blow up blow sth up out of proportion The whole
thing is being blown up out of all propor-
Iblowup~ Iblowlsth~

tion by the Western media.

8 lblowup

if a storm or strong wind blows up, it sud-
denly starts: The sky's getting dark - it looks

to destroy something using a bomb: The two
men are accused of blowing up Pan Am Flight
103 over Scotland in 1988. |Nato forces have
blown up almost all the bridges. |An army bus

carrying 10 soldiers was blown up by a land like there's a storm blowing up.
mine.
=~»|plow up | BLUFF

. . i bluffed, bluffed, bluffing
to be destroyed in an explosion: Investigators

are trying tofind out what caused the rocket to
blow up in midair.

:,"l.l.mu__upJ: |b|ow Isth@

to fill something with air or gas: The tyre
needs blowing up. Have you got a bicycle

'bluff jt out |

BrE to lie or pretend that you do not know
something, in order to avoid being punished
for something wrong that you have done: If

pump? | Come and help me blow up the she asks him who took the money, he'll just
l’)ralloons. bluff it out and say he doesn't know anything
SIMILAR TO: pump up, inflate formal about it.
® OITOSI.t: let down, deflate formal
blow-up AD) [AIWAYS BEFORE NOUN] BLUNDER
a blow-up object is one that you fill with blundered, blundered, blundering
air and is usually made of plastic or .
rubber: a blow-up doll blunder IntO
Lblow upl |owunder o Isthl
to suddenly ~become very angry and start to arrive somewhere or get in a difficult or
shouting:  Why did he blow up like that? He's dangerous  situation by mistake: The men
usually so calm. |Soon after our wedding, she took a wrong turn and blundered into a group
started to blow up over the slightest thing. of enemy soldiers. | Without realizing it
* SMILAR To: explode Karpov had blundered into a trap set by his
blow-up N [C USUAILY SINGULAR] opponent.
a sudden angry argument: After our blow-
up, Larry didn't speak to mefor a week. BLURT
S _ _ blurted, blurted, blurting
to make a much larger copy of something, blurt out
especially a photograph: This picture is <X
absolutely gorgeous - you should blow it up lplurt out =~ lhlurt @hml -

and hang it in the living room. iJerry blew up

to suddenly say something, without thinking
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about it, usually because you are nervous or
excited: "I have to tell you, Mark," she blurt-
ed out, "L'm in love with you." | Rather than
blurting the answers out, take some time to
think before speaking.

BLUSH
blushed, blushed, blushing

it suddenly increases a little: Gas prices
bobbed up before the holiday weekend. |
Interest rates are expected to bob up again
soon.

BOG
bogged, bogged, bogging

1 |get/become  bogged down |

to become so involved in dealing with some-
thing, especially small details or less impor-

|not blush from daing Isth]

to not feel too embarrassed or ashamed to do

something:  The party has not blushed from tant things, that you cannot make progress or
promoting its leader as an idealized family do the main thing that you want to do

man. + over Let s not get bogged down over small

details. | The peace talks became bogged

BOARD down over arguments about whether the

boarded, boarded, boarding terrorists should be allowed to keep their
weapons.

+ in The French were losing territory, but

Ihoard out ~ ~ shisth lout | they did not want to become bogged down
) . in another Asian land war.

BrE old-fashioned to arrange for a child or pet to

stay somewhere, usually by paying someone 2 lbogdown-  lbog-downl

to look after them for you: We'll have to

board the cat out while we're on holiday. | The Ibog down |

welfare agency boards out orphans until they
are old enough to live independently.

AmE to make something move, work, or hap-
pen less quickly and easily: Snow and freezing

rain have been bogging down traffic on
Connecticut roads this week. |Bitter disputes
N N between political parties have bogged the bill
\board up~_ | board down in Congress.
to cover part of a building, such as a window
or door, with wooden boards: Residents are
boarding up their windows before the hurri-

cane strikes. | After the 1989 -earthquake, Ibog off!
damaged  buildings were boarded up or BrE spoken informal used to rudely tell some-
demolished. one to go away: Why don't you just bog oU-
and leave me alone?
BOB * SIMILAR TO: piss off informal
bobbed, bobbed, bobbing
BOIL
boiled, boiled, hoilin
1 bob up and down | g
to move up and down continuously: Fans

bobbed up and down, trying to get a better
view of the band.

2 JbghUpJ
to suddenly appear, especially after being
hidden or not seen for a short time: Kelly s

head bobbed upfrom under the table when she
heard my voice.

* SIMILAR TO: pop up 1

3 b U0l

to suddenly appear and float on the surface
after being under water: A duck bobbed up
out of the water infront of me.

4 lbob
AmE if the price or level of something bobs up,

1boil away |

if liquid boils away, it disappears and
changes into steam because it has been heat-
ed for a long time: All the water in the pan
had boiled away and it was red hot.

=sthidownl  lboil down =~
to make information, a piece of writing, or a
speech shorter and simpler by not including
anything that is unnecessary: The article is
still too long - see if you can boil it down.
+ into Before the election, candidates will
have to boil down their campaign messages
into afew simple phrases.
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2 |poil down | |boil down' sth BOLSTER
[§ii] sth | down | bolstered, bolstered, bolstering
if food or liquid boils down or you boil it bolster up ®

down, the amount of food or liquid is
reduced because it has been cooked for a
long time: Add a lot of cabbage - it will boil
down quite a bit. | Boil down the liquid until it
becomes a thick red sauce.

1 |nolster wp lsbisth | |potster Ishisth [~
BrE to make someone feel more confident,
especially by praising them: He relies on
Clare because she bolsters him up and tells
him he's wonderful.
bolster up sb's egolmorale She thought
w 19 |~ she'd bolster up his ego a bit by asking for
his advice.
if a situation, problem, discussion etc boils s
down to something, that is the main part or 2 |bolster up lsth] |bolster Isth lutiJ

cause of it: Their arguments boiled down to a
lack of trust in each other.

it all boils down to sth There are thousands

if you use something to try to bolster up an
idea or argument, you use it to try to show
that the idea or argument is true: There's

of books on how to lose weight, but it all
boils down to one simple fact: if the energy
you consume is less than the energy your
body burns, you will lose weight.

* SmiLar To: come down to

plenty of evidence available to bolster up this
theory. | The lawyer referred to various other
cases that bolstered up their argument.

BOLT

I bolted, bolted, bolting

1 lbojl over |

if a liquid boils over, it rises and flows over
the sides of the container because it is being
heated at a high temperature:  The milk's boil-
ing over - quick, turn it offt | An hour later, I
came back into the kitchen to find that the
soup had boiled over and the roast had

1 boil gver

if a situation in which people are angry boils
over, they become very angry and often vio-
lent, and can no longer control their feelings
or actions: After years offrustration the peo-
ple's anger finally boiled over. | Racial tension
boiled over into violence in the streets of Los
Angeles.

|oil wp ISE] Ioitlsih=

especially BrE to heat liquid or food until it
starts to boil: Sit down and relax while I boil
up some water for tea. | Should we boil up a
big pot of rice to go with the vegetables?

i UD

if angry feelings boil up inside you, you sud-
denly feel very angry: She stared at him for a
moment, anger boiling up inside her.

if a quarrel or an unpleasant situation boils
up, it suddenly starts to happen and becomes
difficult to control: A price war is boiling up
between the US and Japan.

* SmLar To: heat up

oot down S8 1o LI down |

BrE informal to eat food very quickly, especial-
ly because you are in a hurry: Charlie bolted
down his breakfast and ran out of the house.

* SmiLar To: wolf down

BOMB

be bombed out
|be bombed  out |

if people are bombed out, their homes have
been destroyed by bombs: Some people were
completely bombed out and had nothing
except the clothes they stood up in.

of Wesaw the very young and the very old,
bombed out of their homes and suffering

ftom shock.
|be bombed out |

if a building or town is bombed out, it is
destroyed by bombs: People still remember
that night, when half the city was bombed
out. | Reed had started this school after the
International College was bombed out.

bombed-out AD)
a bombed-out building or town has been
destroyed by bombs: the bombed-out
Bosnian capital



BOMBARD

BOMBARD
bombarded, bombarded, bombarding

to ask someone a lot of questions, give them a
lot of advice, send them a lot of letters etc all
at once, especially in a way that makes them
fee! confused or annoyed: Everyone crowded
round and began bombarding Quinn with ques-
tions. | Today we are bombarded with advice on
what to eat and what not to eat. | Even after
moving away from the area, she continued to
bombard Paul with love letters.

BONE

boned, boned, boning

‘mupl

informal to learn as much as you can about
something, in order to prepare for an exami-
nation, meeting etc

+on I'm very weak in my science subjects,
so I'll really have to bone up on them.

+ for Yesterday Dole left for San Diego,
where he will bone up for Wednesday's
debate.

BOOK
booked, booked, booking

ook in| |hook into lsth |

especially BrE to go to a hotel where you
intend to stay and give them your name or
sign it in the hotel book:TVe booked into the
Savoy and then went out to a restaurant. | It
was about 10 o ‘clock by the time we'd booked
in.

+ at Let 'shook in at the hotel, and then go

and have a meal.

* -
— siMILAR I0. check inlinto

~ ~

especially BrE to arrange for someone to stay at
a hotel, have treatment at a hospital etc: My
secretary had booked me into The Howard
Hotel, notfar from Parliament Square. |1 can't
cancel the villa now - I've already booked us
in!

book sb in at sth The doctor's booked you

in at the West London Clinic.

1 be booked wup:

if a trip, concert, course etc is booked up,

there are no more seats or places available for
it because other people have already taken
them all: We'd hoped to go to the Caribbean,
but all theflights were completely booked up. |
The popular plays are always booked up well
in advance.

2 |be booked wupl
informal if a person is booked up, they are
busy and have no time to do something or to
accept more work: | had to refuse their invi-
tation because | was already booked up. |
Some of the top singers are booked up for
years in advance.

BOOM

boomed, boomed, booming

1 lpoom outl
if someone's voice booms out, the person is
speaking in a very loud deep voice: "Come
in," a voice boomed out, and the door opened
automatically.

2 boom outl
if music or a noise booms out, it is very loud:
Music was booming out of a loudspeaker. |
Suddenly the bells of the cathedral boomed
out across the square.

BOOT

booted, booted, booting

1~

2

|m out I_SU |m Isb jl!\]SUALLY PASSNE

to force someone to leave a place,
job, organization etc, or to tell them they
cannot take part in an event, especially
because they have done something wrong
+ of Stephen ‘sjust been booted out of his
apartment, because the landlady says he
hasn't paid his rent. | Saxton and Davies
were booted out of the Olympics for taking
drugs.
get booted out The military President,
Pierre Buyoya, got booted out in 1962.
* smiLar To: Kick out, throw out

informal

if a computer boots up, it starts working and
becomes ready to use: The PC took a couple
of minutes 1o boot up.

|boot wp lstn | [~00-0-bthy

to make a computer start working so that it
is ready to use: It's always the same - you
make some coffee, boot up the computer and
sit down at your desk.
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BOTCH
botched, botched, botching

BORDER

bordered, bordered, bordering

1 |border on Ist~ not passive |botch ~ lbotch up~ r

to do something badly and carelessly: The B

to be almost the same as an extreme feeling,
action, or situation, especially one that is bad:
The crowd pressed forward in a state of excite-
ment bordering on hysteria. | His behaviour
with some female members of staff bordered on
sexual harassment.
be bordering on the ridiculous/the absurd
etc (=seem ridiculous, absurd etc) Some-
times, government censorship borders on
the absurd.

*
- SMILAR. IO, Verge on
border on = NOT PASSIVE

if one country or area borders on another, it
is next to it: the states that border on Texas |
Kosovo, a province of Serbia, borders on
Albania.

BORE

bored, bored, boring

bore into

| pore nto Isp!

literary if someone's eyes bore into you, they
look at you very directly in away that makes
you feel uncomfortable: The young man S
cold angry eyes bored into her, and she felt a
shiver run along her spine.

BORNE

see bear out

BOSS

bossedpossed, bossing

= around/about _ |

lboss around/about -

if someone bosses you around, they keep
telling you what to do in away that you find
annoying because they do not have the right
to do this: I can't stand the way James bosses
everyone around! [ Leonore was good at boss-
ing people about, and doing very little her-
self |She would rather stay single than marry
some pig who thought he could boss her
around like a maid.

first lot of builders botched it up so badly that
we had to start again.
botched-up AD) [ALWAYS BEFORE NOUN]
BrEa botched-up job or piece of work is
one that has been done badly and care-
lessly: The decorating was a real botched-
up job.
botch-up N [c]
BrE something that has been done badly
and carelessly
make a botch-up The government has made
a complete botch-up of its tax reforms.

BOTTLE
bottled, bottled, bottling

| bottle out |

BrE informal to suddenly decide not to do
something that you had agreed or promised
to do, because you are afraid or nervous -
used especially to show disapproval: You said
you wanted afight - itS too late to bottle out
now! | The Blair government seems to be bot-
tling out on its promises to ban fox hunting.

* sMiLAR To: chicken out

bottle up
attle UPl~ ol
to keep a strong feeling such as anger, worry,
or unhappiness hidden and not talk about it
or show it: Writing the book was a way of
expressing all the anger J'd been bottling up
for years. | There Sobviously something wrong
but he bottles it up and J can't help him.
keep sth bottled up (inside) Tell me what S
bothering you. Don't keep it bottled up

Ainside,
loottie o | loore I~
Ibottle up~

AmE to be unable to move forwards or make
progress, or make it difficult or impossible
for something to do this: The bill has been
bottled up in the Senate since September.

BOTTOM

bottomed, bottomed, bottoming

bottom out

[bottom . out |

to stop decreasing or becoming worse, espe-
cially before starting to increase or improve



BOUNCE

again: Most people believed that the fall in the
value of the dollar had bottomed out. | House
prices in California have bottomed out, and
are expected to start rising in the nearfuture. |
A lot of jobs have been lost, but there are now
signs that the recession is bottoming out.

BOUNCE

bounced, bounced, bouncing

1 |hounce Isth laround |
‘bounce around -~

informal to discuss ideas with other people: |
wanted to have a meeting so that we could
bounce afew ideas around.

AmE informal to move frequently to different
cities or towns: My family bounced around a
lot because my dad was in the military.

1 lbounce back |
to become successful again after failing or
being defeated, especially quickly and in a
determined way: The company % had a lot of
problems in the past but it% always managed
to bounce back.
+ from Anatoly Karpov bounced back from
his defeat, with a crushing victory in game
seventeen.
‘Z |hounce back |

to feel well or cheerful again after being ill, or
after an unpleasant experience: Suzie % been
quite depressed since her illness, but I'm sure
she'll soon bounce back.

*
SIMILAR TO: recover

|bounce sb linto (doing) =

USUALLY  PASSIVE

BrE to force someone to decide to do some-
thing too quickly without thinking carefully
about it, especially because there is very little
time or other people want you to do it: The
Israelis say they don't want to be bounced into
accepting a peace settlement by the United
States. | She feels that she wasn't really ready
to get married, but she was bounced into it by
her family.

Ibounce jdeaslsuggestions . etc off Isb |

to talk about your ideas with someone in
order to get their opinion of them, especially
as a way of helping you to make a decision
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about something: It was great working with
Rob. WE could bounce ideas off each other and
share our problems.

BOUND

|be bound wp with [Sth]

to be closely connected with a particular
problem, situation etc: Marks problems are
all bound up with his mothers death when he
was ten. | The people of Transkei began to
realize that theirfuture was inseparably bound
up with that of South Africa.

BOW
bowed, bowed, bowing

1 lbowdownj

1z

to bend forward from your waist, especially
when you are already kneeling, in order to
show respect
+ before Maria bowed down before the
statue ip the church.

how down

if you bow down to a much more powerful
person, country, organization etc, you do
what they order you to do, or let them do
what they want, especially because you are
afraid of them
+ to Thatcher refused to bow down to the
unions.

rbow outl

to give up an important position or job, so
that someone can take your place, or to stop
taking part in an event or competition:
Mitterand stayed on until the presidential
election, when he bowed out and left the stage
to Chirac.

+ of Alan Macmanus bowed out of the

tournament, after losing to Jimmy White.

to agree to do what someone else wants you
to do, especially when this is not what you
want
bow to pressure The President reluctantly
bowed to pressure from his advisers, and
agreed to delay the proposed tax cuts.
bow to sb's demands/wishes In the end the
government was forced to bow to demands
from environmental groups for a ban on
growing GMOs.



bow to sb's authority/wisdom  (=agree to
do what someone wants because they are
more important or know more than you)
In those days women were still expected to
bow to masculine authority. | The customers

tried the new model and liked it, so the
company bowed to their wisdom.
2 |bow 1o the inevitable |
especially BrE to accept that something is going
to happen and cannot be avoided, instead of
trying to stop it happening: When the reces-
sion hit, Chen S company bowed to the
inevitable and closed its doors.
BOWL
bowled, bowled, bowling
bowl along
BrE to travel very quickly, smoothly, and eas-

ily, especially in a car: Soon we were bowling
along a narrow road, through gentle green
countryside. | She looked like afilmstar, bowl-
ing along in her open-topped car.

lhowl Isblout | |bhowl out = usuALLY Passive

BrE in cricket, if one team bowls out the team
that is hitting the ball, they succeed in ending
their period of play by getting all their players
out

+ for New Zealand took the lead over
Zimbabwe, who were bowled outfor 219 in
Bulawayo.

* SmiaR  To:  dismiss formal

bowl over

lbow! S over | how! aver Isbl
USUAILY PASSIVE

if you are bowled over by someone or some-
thing, you are very impressed by them
because they are so beautiful, exciting, spe-
cial ete: When Fionafirst met Mario, she was
bowled over by his good looks and charm. |1
remember  reading the book, and being

completely  bowled over by it
|M ]S_bml |M wt

to knock someone down to the ground, espe-
cially by running into them: George came
racing round the corner and nearly bowled me
over.
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BOX

boxed, boxed, boxing

1

box in
|box I shisth El I box in

USUAILY  PASSIVE

Lsblsth [

,if you are boxed in by other cars or other
people, they are so close to you that you can-
not move away: When | got back to my car |
found it was boxed in by a huge furniture
truck.

get boxed in She ran most of the way on the
outside lane, because she didn't want to get
boxed in by the other competitors.

*SIMILAR T0: be hemmed

[hox.

to prevent someone from doing what they
want to do, by limiting them in some way:
Small businesses are boxed in by all sorts of
silly rules and regulations. | Although she'd
been married for only ayear, Connie already
felt boxed in.

in

lhox ip = USUAILY PASSIVE

Iboxoff~ Ibox~

especially BrE to put walls around a small area

in a room, in or separate it from the
rest: We're going ti off that corner and put
in a shower.

I

[box~ [boxup~ |
to put things into boxes, especially in order
to move or send them somewhere: In the

morning it took us two hours to clean the
house and box up the empty bottles.

*
SIMIAR TO: parcel up BrE

BRANCH

branched, branched, branching

1

| branch  offl
if a road, path etc branches off from another
road or path, it separates from it and goes in
a different direction: Half a mile further on
the path branches off, and goes down through
fields to the sea.
+to We took a minor road, which branched
off to the left at Wiggen.

branch_ off «

to leave a main road and turn onto a smaller

one: Follow the road out of Ballycastle, and

branch off at the sign for Kinbane Castle.
SIMILAR TO: turn off
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3 |branch offl

BREAK

to start talking about something different broke, broken, breaking

+ into Then the conversation branched off
into a discussion about movies.

* SIMIAR TO: go off
branch out

loranch out | ~

to start doing something different from what

you usually do in your business, job etc
+ into iizss was the owner of a shipping
company, who for some strange reason had
branched out into the fashion industry.
+ from She has now branched out from
translating  work into writing her own
books.
branch out on your own After five years of
working for  William Lee in London,
Graham was looking for opportunities to
branch out on his own.

BRASS
1be brassed off
BrE informal to feel annoyed, especially

because you are tired of something

pens again and again
+ with/about I'm really brassed off with the
way Dan treats me - he doesn't seem to
care at all.

* SIMILARTO: be fed up, pissed off informal

that hap-

BRAVE

braved, braved, braving

brave out
lprave it out |

to stay and face a dangerous or unpleasant
situation, rather than running away from or
avoiding it: A lot of people left Paris when the
war broke out, but E/aine decided to brave it
out.

BRAZEN

brazened, brazened, brazening

|brazen it out |

to deliberately behave in a confident way
when you are in a difficult or embarrassing
situation, rather than appearing guilty or
ashamed: Hamilton tried to brazen it out, but
in the end he was forced to resign. 1ft was, of
course, quite scandalous for a woman to go
alone to a single man S hotel room, but she
decided to brazen it out.

break away ~-

1 loreak away| >

to stop being part of agroup, a political party,
or a country, especially because of a dis-
agreement  or because you want to form
another group, party, or country: In 1920, the
majority of socialists broke away toform the
Communist party.
+ from After thirty years of bitter civil war,
Eritrea broke away from Ethiopia.
* SIMILAR TO: split off
breakaway AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]
a breakaway group is one that has sepa-
rated from a larger group: The Independent
National Party was a breakaway group led
by Colonel Johnson.
breakaway N [SINGULAR]
when someone or something stops being
part of a group, because of a disagreement
or in order to form another group: Webb
helped to restructure the Football League,

following the breakaway of the Premier
League.
|break away | X

to suddenly move away from a person or

group, often when they are holding you and

trying to prevent you from going: Anna

attempted to break away, but he held her tight.
+ from As soon as Harry saw her, he broke
away from the group he was talking to and
came over to greet her.

|break away |

to do something different from what you

usually do, or from what is usual or expected
+ from After the series ended, Glaser found
it difficult to break away from his TV cop
image. | Societies have to break away from
the traditions of the past in order to develop
and grow.

break down

|break down |
if a vehicle or a machine breaks down, it
stops working because there is something

wrong with it: | don't believe it - the photo-
copiers broken down again! | A truck broke
down half way up the hill, causing a long line
of traffic.

* SIMILAR TO: conk out informal

breakdown n [cl

when a vehicle stops working while you
are travelling in it, because there is some-
thing wrong with it: That's the second
breakdown we've had this month.

broken-down AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]

a broken-down  vehicle or machine is old



and has stopped working: There was a
broken-down car at the side of road, with
smoke pouring  out of it.

2 | preak down |

if a discussion, system, relationship etc
breaks down, it fails because there are prob-
lems or disagreements: According to the sta-
tistics, two out of three marriages break down
and end in divorce. |Negotiations between the
two governments broke down last year, when
they were unable to reach an agreement.
*SIMJLARTO: collapse

breakdown N [e,u]

when something fails because there are

problems or disagreements: a breakdown

in communication | Marriage breakdown

accounts for a large number of one-parent

families.

| areak down |

to be unable to control yourself and start to
cry, especially in front of other people
break down intears "You have to help me,"
O Neil said. and he broke down in tears.

Ibreak  down |

to become mentally ill because you cannot
deal with all your problems or there is too
much pressure on you: When her husband
died, she broke down completely and had to
be looked after by her son. | You can't possibly
work under this amount of pressure without
breaking down in the end.

SIMILARTO: crack up informal

(nervous) breakdown N [e USUALLY SINGULAR]

when you become mentally or physically

ill because you cannot deal with all your

problems or there is too much pressure on

you

have a breakdown

more, or she'll

Dbreakdown,,
lbreak down ~ _ lbreak = down |

to hit something such as a door or wall so
hard that it breaks and falls to the ground:
Police broke down the door and searched the
building.

fSIMJLART_O: smash down

Marty needs to relax
end up having a nervous

|break down - __ = | down |

to separate something
that you can deal with
more easily
+ into The project has been broken down
into a series of tasks which can be carried
out in stages. | The best way to deal with all
this information is to break it down into
categories.
breakdown N [cl
an explanation of the details of something,
divided into different parts, especially

into smaller parts so
it or understand it
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8 |preak down -

9

BREAK

about the cost of something: Can you give
me a detailed breakdown of how much the
whole thing would cost?

to change someone's ideas or attitudes, espe-
cially when you think that they are wrong or
prevent you from making progress: We aim to
break down racial prejudice through education
and greater understanding of other cultures.
She had hoped that she would eventually be
able to break down his coldness, but he
remained as distant as ever.

*SIMILARTO: overcome

breakdown N [C USUALLY SINCULAR]
when an idea or tradition ends or is ended:
the breakdown of traditional attitudes to

work

- |break Mdown |

to get rid of something that prevents you

from doing what you want, especially a situ-

ation or system that has existed for a long

time
break down barriers We must continue our
efforts to break down the barriers that pre-
vent our companies from competing freely
in Europe. | Modern telecommunications
are breaking down the age-old barriers of
time and distance.

_*SIMILART_O: overcome

~th

break down =~ |down |

| break  down |

if a substance breaks down, or something
breaks it down, it changes as a result of a
chemical process: Bacteria break down the

animal waste toform methane gas.
+ into Carbohydrates  break down
sugar in the body.
breakdown N [SINGULAR]
when a substance changes as a result of
a chemical process: This illness prevents
the breakdown of certain proteins in the
digestive system.

AME informal to suddenly run or drive some-
where, especially in order to escape from

someone: Lambert fell as Morton broke for
the corner of the field.

into

~\. lwreak in I

to get into a building illegally by using force,
especially in order to steal something: Nearly
two months ago, thieves broke in while she
was asleep and took all her jewellery.

break-in N [€]

when people get into a building illegally



BREAK

2

by using force, especially in order to steal
something: Five men were arrested after
the break-in on Monday night.

|breakl5bl inl |break ml_”‘

informal to make someone get used to doing a
job or activity, especially by letting them do
it a little and then gradually making them do
it more: New trainees are usually broken in
quite gently - we don't want tofrighten them
away! | We'll do a short run today just to break
you in, and then build it up over the next few
weeks,

\aceak |1}

litrary to suddenly say something  when

someone else is already talking, so that they
cannot continue: “This is all very interesting,"

Ottley broke in, "but how do I know it's true?"
* smiar To: interrupt

lb.Lea.k = [b.Lea.k j.n]:

to wear new shoes, boots etc for short peri-
ods of time until they become comfortable

enough to wear all the time: | don't think I'll

wear these shoes to work until I've broken
them in at home first.

lbreak in~  |break ~

to train a young horse to behave well and to
allow people to ride it: David had bought the
horse as a two-year-old, and broken her in
himself

break in on/upon
|break inon =

to interrupt what someone is doing, think-
ing, or saying, for example by suddenly
entering the room or by starting to speak:
“Well? Have you decided?" said Robbie,
breaking in on her thoughts. | Lee's voice
broke in on the conversation. “They're here,"
he said.

break into

1break into 5th |

to get into a building or a vehicle illegally by
using force, especially in order to steal some-
thing: Someone broke into my car and stole
the radio. | Thieves broke into the school and
1ook a quantity of cash.

d~)lmﬁk into~

to suddenly start doing something - used
especially in the following phrases
break into a smile/grin Manion read the

letter and his face broke into a smile.
break into laughter/applause The curtain

came down and the audience broke into
loud applause.
break into tears/sobs We waited until his

train was out of sight,
mother broke into tears.

and suddenly my

break into a run Realizing that the man was
following him, Steve broke into a run.
break into a sweat The room was hot and
crowded and Ifelt myself break into a sweat.
break into songHe had a marvellous voice,
and would sometimes break into song while
he was working.

*awas 10 burst into

|b.|;eak into =

to start to become involved in anew type of
activity or business, especially when it is dif-
ficult to do this: Kevin had worked as an edi-

tor for ten years, and was now keen to break
into management.

break into a market The firm now wants to
break into the US market.
fsmmam_ get into, move into

|break into =~
to use a computer to illegally get or change
information  that is on someone else's com-

puter: Kyle Mitnick was arrested after break-
ing into computer networks in several states.

_* siMiar. 10. hackinto
|break into ~

BrE to start to use money or food that you
have been saving: In order to pay for their
daughter's wedding. they had to hreak into
their savings.

¥ samuar 1o dip into

. ~
BrE to open a container of food or drink in
order to eat or drink what is inside: What do
you think about breaking into another bottle? |
We don't need to break into that packet -
lhere's enough here
|break into \sIh|

BrE to pay for something using a piece of
paper money because you do not have

enough coins, especially a large note which
you would prefer not to have to use: Let me
get the drinks - you don't want to break into a
fifty pound note,

|break intg ~

literary to interrupt what someone is doing,
thinking, or saying, for example by entering
the room, or starting to speak: Hunter broke
into their conversation. “It's David. He's been
involved in some kind of accident.* | “You've
become very silent," Piers said, breaking into
her thoughts.

* SimiLar To0; disturb

lbLEﬁ.k.Q.m \hl;e.ak.o.tﬂ:
loceax 15~

if part of something breaks off, or you break



it off, it becomes separated from the rest:
One of the branches had broken off in the
wind. | Ben broke off a piece of the chocolate
and ate it. | It was a beautiful old jug, but the
handle had broken off.

|nceak off | |break off lsh |

(hreak St git)
if talks between people, countries etc break
off, or someone breaks them off, the talks
stop suddenly before they have finished,
especially ~ because  of a disagreement:
Negotiations towards a new contract broke off
again in the summer and the strike contin-
ued. | Russian authorities broke off talks with
the Chechen gunmen after they Kkilled two
hostages on Tuesday.

break off communication/contact!
relations etc

to refuse to communicate with a person or
country any more, especially because of a
disagreement:  There had been an argument
between the two brothers, and Ted had threat-
ened to break off all communication.
break off diplomatic relations The US
broke of diplomatic relations with Cuba.

loreate Offf~  lorea =

if you break off a romantic or

relationship  with someone, you end it
break off an engagement Keith became
jealous of Angie S other friends, and in the
end he broke offtheir engagement.
break it off I d been having some problems
with my boyfriendfor some time, so | broke
i off in the summer.

|break m&] 'L—re—akdth—l O“‘ﬁl
lorear Of|

BrE if you break off something that you are
doing, you stop doing it, especially suddenly:
Kulikov had to break off his holiday and
return to Moscow to handle the crisis.
+ from (doing) sth She broke off from
writing as soon as he came into the room.

| break offl

to suddenly stop speaking, especially before
you have finished what you wanted to say:
"l don't think ...," he broke off and smiled
suddenly, seeing the expression on her face.

BrE to end a romantic or sexual relationship

with someone: She broke off with Peter last
month.

sexual
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break out

out |
if war, fighting, fire, or disease breaks out, it
starts suddenly: In 1991 civil war broke out in
Yugoslavia. | Firemen fought for hours to con-
trol the fire, which had broken out on
Wednesday night. | Three prisoners were killed
when fighting broke out in the jail.
outbreak N [€]
when  war, fighting,
suddenly starts
+ of In 1832 there was a serious outbreak of
cholera in New York City.
lbreak out |
to escape from a prison
+ of Two dangerous robbers had broken out
of jail and murdered a police officer.
break-out N [e]
an escape from a prison: Prison security

has been severely criticized following a
series of break-outs in recent months.

1break out

if a noise such as laughter or shouting breaks
out, it starts suddenly: As the crowd grew
restless, angry shouting broke out. | The con-
cert ended and for a second there was silence
before the applause broke out.

|hma.|snu1.|

to change the way you live or behave, espe-
cially when it is the usual or accepted way,
because you feel that it limits you too much
and you need more freedom
+ of Both Matt andAngela wanted to break
out of the traditional male and female
roles. | Until she found ajob and broke out
of the cycle of poverty, Maritza S life was
very hard.
break out of the mouldimold (=do some-
thing different form the usually accepted
style) Groups like Blur are struggling to
break out of the usual Britpop mould.

| preak out in spotsia rash ete |

if your skin breaks out in spots, a lot of spots
suddenly start to appear on you skin, espe-
cially because of illness: | woke up feeling
terrible and found that | had broken out in
hundreds of tiny red spots. | My arms and legs
had broken ouf in 2 rash

|spots/a. rash ete breaks out |

if spots etc break out, they suddenly appear
on your skin: Katy had a high temperature,
and spots had broken out on her chest.

|m&mln.am|

to suddenly start to sweat (=lose liquid
through your skin), because you are very hot,
ill, or frightened: The snake came slowly
closer and closer and | broke out in a sweat.

fire, or disease



BREAK.

8

1

|a smile/grin  etc breaks out |

if a smile or grin breaks out on someone's
face, they suddenly start to smile: As she read
the letter, a smile broke out on her face.

loceak o sout | locea qur =

AmE informal to get something out and pre-
pare to use it: Break out the cowboy boots and
get ready to dance all night!

break through

|break through |_~ |break through

to force your way through something, espe-
cially something that is blocking your way
and stopping you moving forwards: On
Friday two thousand striking workers broke
through a police barricade in order to protest
outside the presidential office. | Owen broke
through the Italian defence and scored a great
goal. | After hours of digging the rescue team
finally broke through and were able to get the
child out.

|break through | |break through =

if the sun or light breaks through, you can see
it again after it has been hidden by clouds or
mist: At that moment the sun broke through,
and the whole field was covered in light.

break through the clouds/mist By twelve
o 'clock it had stopped raining and the sun
was just breaking  through the clouds.

|break through |

if the amount or number of something
breaks through a particular level, it becomes
higher than that level: After the election, the
level of unemployment broke through the 3
million mark. | The assets of the Newcastle
Building Society have broken through the £1
billion barrier this year.

|breakc througn lsin | |break shrougn |

to find a way of dealing with a problem or a
situation that limits what you or other peo-
ple can do, especially one caused by people's
behaviour or attitudes: Women are finally
breaking through the barriers that have held
them back for so long.

breakthrough N cl

an important new discovery or develop-
ment that helps you deal with or achieve
something,  especially when you have
been trying for a long time: a major break-
through in the fight against the disease |
The company S great breakthrough came
when they won a big contract to produce
steel for the American market.

Ibreak through |
litrary if a quality, emotion etc breaks
through, it begins to appear or be noticeable:

When Carson answered, Alison was surprised
to hear a trace of emotion breaking through. |
Even though the subject is a serious one, the
writer S humour sometimes breaks through.

+Ibreak

Ibreakup~
lbreak upl

to break into smaller pieces or parts, or to
make something break into smaller pieces or
parts: There is a real possibility that the ice
caps at the North and South Poles will start
breaking up and melting. | Can you break up
some of these sticks? They're too big to start a
fire with.

+into Oilfloats on the top of the water and

then breaks up into drops.

break-up n [cl

when  something  breaks into smaller

pieces or parts: Accident investigators are

still not sure what caused the break-up of

e plane.
*Loveac wp | lreac o |~

lbreak-
if a marriage breaks up, or if someone or
something breaks it up, it ends: Simon went
to live in London when his marriage broke up,
and only saw his children at weekends. | She
actually accused me of trying to break up her
marriage!

break-up n [cl

when a marriage or sexual

ends: It took her years

break-up of her marriage.

relationship
to get over the

+-] preak u

if two people who are married or having a
sexual relationship  break up, they separate
and the marriage or relationship ends: Welt
been together for three years before we broke
up, so it was really hard.
+ with Did you know that Pat$ broken up
with John?

_*SIM|LARE split up

up -~ |breakm |HQ|

if someone breaks up a fight, protest, etc,
they stop it, especially by using force: Ten
people were injured in the fighting, which was
eventually broken up by security forces.

break up a demonstration Police used tear
gas. to break up the demonstration,

|reak LDl

BrE if schools, universities, or students break
up, their classes end and the holidays begin:
Some schools have already broken up, but
we've got another week.
+ for What date do you break up for the
summer holidays?

e orrosrrt: go back



5

|b.u=.a.K up | |b.u=.a.K up-

lbreak~

if a meeting, party etc breaks up, or someone
breaks it up, it ends and the people leave: It
was around six in the morning when the party
finally broke up. i The meeting broke up and
we still hadn't reached an agreement. |1 didn't
want to break the evening up by leaving too

early,
~71h.r;mkun| |break up~

10

| preak |sih |ug]
if an organization, country etc breaks up or is
broken up, it is divided into several separate
parts: Since the Soviet Union broke up,
Belarus has had a hard time economically. |
One way of creating more competition would
be to break up and sell off the big state-owned
companies.
* SIMILAR TO: split up

break-up N [e]

when an organization, country etc is

divided into several separate parts

+ of the break-up of Yugoslavia

+ into the break-up of Aeroflot into several
| break gp| | break up |LE\]

| el |sth | i

if a group of people who live or work togeth-
er break up or something breaks them up,
they separate and stop living or working
together: One of the things that causes fami-
lies to break up is financial pressure. | The
group had recorded ten albums before they
decided to break up. | What do you think
finally broke up the Beatles?

SIMILAR TO: split up

break-up N[c)

when a group of people who live or work

together separate: a family break-up | the

break-up of the band
rbreak up [~ [break =~
to make something such as a journey seem
less long and boring, by doing something dif-

ferent in the rruddle of It: we stopped off in
Cambridge  in order to break up the journey.
|Jll’£a.|$ |§lh |.U.D | |h|’£a.|$ up -

if you break up something that is all the same
colour, shape, or pattern, you make it look
more interesting by adding new colours,
shapes ete: The huge lawns at Barnsley House
are broken up by the clever planting of shrubs
and trees.

|break it up! |

spoken used to tell two or more people who
are fighting to stop fighting: Break it up, you
two, or you'll hurt each other!
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11 lbreaklsb~

informal, especially AME if something breaks you
up, it is so funny that you cannot stop laugh-
ing at it: Ethan really broke me up with that
story about the alligator.

*
SIMILAR TO: crack up

1 l . |~
to stop being part of a particular group of
people or an organization, or to stop sup-
porting someone, especially because you do
not agree with their ideas any more: In the
early '80s, Shirley Williams and David Owen
broke with the Labour Party and formed their
own Alliance Party.
+ over Some Democrats have broken with
LClinton gver this issue.
2 |h.r;aa.|gmm.]_~
to end a relationship with someone, especial-
ly because you have had a disagreement with
them: Freddie broke with his family long ago,
after his mother died,
3 [break with traditionlthe past etc |

to stop doing things in the way they were
done in the past, and do them in a complete-
ly different way: In 1940 Roosevelt broke
with tradition and stood for a third term of
office. | The new Sultan wanted to modernize
his country, but he didn't want to break with
the past completely.

BREATHE
breathed, breathed, breathing

breathe in

+lh.r;aa1.h& in I ‘h.r;aama in ]:
lbreathe~
to take air, smoke etc into your lungs through
your nose or mouth: My chest hurts every
time dbreathe in. | Here S another exercise.
Breathe in slowly and raise your arms above
your head. | Twenty-seven people needed
hospital treatment after breathing in smoke.
* smiLar To: inhale formal

breathe out

|breathe out | lbreathe out ~
| breath Isth Jout |

to let air, smoke etc come out of your lungs
through your nose or mouth: Hold your
breath for ten seconds and then breathe out
slowly. | George leaned back and breathed out
heavily through his nose. |Animals breathe in
oxygen and breathe out carbon dioxide.

* siMiLAR To: exhale  formal



BREEZE

BREEZE
breezed, breezed, breezing

breeze in/into

|h1:aez&j.n| |h.|;aesz.m|sIh|

to come into a place in a confident, relaxed,
and cheerful way: He just breezed into my
office and told me he wanted ajob. |I1'd only
just put the phone down when Nina Myskow
came breezing in with a big smile on her face.

breeze through

Ibreeze through t

to do something very easily and successfully,
especially an examination or test: At the age
of nineteen Sheldon breezed through his final
exams and came away from Oxford with afirst
class degree. | We all thought she'd never get
through her initial training period, but she just
breezed through it.

* siiar To: sail through

BREW
brewed, brewed, brewing

1 |brewgp| | prew gpls_thl

SrE informal to make a drink of tea or coffee:
Every two hours the men would stop work to
brew up and have a cigarette. 11spent the day
reading novels and brewing up endless cups of
lea,

2 |he brewing up |

especially  SrE if trouble or a situation in which
people argue or fight with each other is
brewing up, it is starting to develop: The CIA
were aware that a civil war was brewing up in

Nicaragua,
3lbrewup~ lbrewlsthiup]

USUALLY PROGRESSIVE

to secretly plan something that will cause
trouble: | knew that the kids were brewing
something up but | wasn't sure what it was. |
Racist organizations are brewing up mischief
wherever  they can.

4 |brew upl~

to make a mixture of drugs, medicines ete:
Wefound him in his laboratory, brewing up a
strange concoction of psychedelic ~ drugs.

BRICK
bricked, bricked, bricking
brick up/in
|brick uplin =~ lprick ~ _ up/in |

to put a wall of bricks in the space where a

window, door etc is, so that it cannot be used
any more: The house had been empty for
years and all the windows had been bricked
up. [ts previous owners had bricked in the old
fireplace and put a gas heater there instead.

BRIGHTEN
brightened, brightened, brightening

brighten up

1 Ibrighten gplm Ibrighten |~

to make a place look more attractive and
cheerful: A warm pink or yellow colour will
brighten up a dark room.
brighten the place up j thought new
curtains would brighten the place up a bit.

* smuar 1o cheer up
lbrighten, wp = Lberig-hitendl-

to make a period of time or a situation hap-
pier for someone: It was a real joy to see the
children again - you've no idea how it bright-
ened up my day. | Natalie brightened up his
life and made him feel young again.

|brighten. wup | |

to suddenly become more cheerful: She
brightened up as soon as she saw us. | "It's
almost suppertime”  "So it is," said Hubert,
brightening up at the mention of food.

fsquR 10 cheer up

Ithe weather brightens wplit brightens up |
if the weather brightens up, the sun begins to
shine and the sky becomes brighter: If the
weather brightens up, we could walk down to
the beach. It was really cloudy first thing this
morning, but it seems to be brightening up a
bit now.

* smiar To: clear up

BRIM
brimmed, brimmed, brimming

1 w |USUALLY PROGRESSIVE

if a container is brimming over, it is so full of
something that what it contains flows over
the top: Twelve large sacks were filled with
corn until they were brimming over.
+ with Pots and containers brimming over
with flowers are an indispensable feature of
any garden.

.* sivuar . 1o- overflow

Ib_r_im, over IUSUALLY PROGRESSIVE

literary if someone's eyes or tears are brim-
ming over, they start to cry even though they
are trying not to show it: Her lovely EYeswere
brimming over again, and he sat beside her



and put one arm round her. | Don Pedro cried
out, the tears brimming over and wetting his
cheeks.

brim over with "

|h.Li.m aver With = USUALLY PROGRESSIVE

literary if someone is brimming over with con-
fidence, happiness, excitement etc, they feel
very confident, happy, excited ete: By the end
of the day Juliana was brimming over with
confidence. | As she walked through the
church. her heart brimmed over with love and
adoration for Charles.

* simiArR To: be full of

brim with
|b_Lim with li[h,l USUALLY PROGRESSIVE

literary if someone is brimming with confi-
dence, happiness, excitement etc, they feel
very confident, happy, excited etc: Suddenly
her eyes lit up, and she was brimming with joy
at the thought of seeing Guido again. |young
men from Harvard who arrived in Washington
brimming with energy and enthusiasm

f siMiar 1o. be full of
|brim with [~ USUALLY PROGRESSNE

literary to be very full of something or contain
a very large amount of it: On the table was an
enormous silver bowl brimming with straw-
berries. | Their garden was brimming with
every imaginable variety of tropical flowers.

*SIMILAR 10. be full of

literary if someone's eyes are brimming with
tears, they start to cry, even though they are
trying not to show it: His eyes were brimming
with tears as he reached out to embrace her
for the last time.

*
simiAarR To: be full of tears

BRING

brought, brought, bringing
bring abou.t
|bring about = |pring 1™ anour |
to make something happen, especially a
change or better situation: The war brought
about huge social and political changes. |
Great improvements in public health have
been brought about by advances in medical
science.

* SIMIAR TO: cause

to bring someone or something with you
when you come to a place: The exhibition is
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open topeople of all ages, so bring along your
family and friends. | 1'Ve'dlike to see your
designs for the new theatre so bring them
along to the interview on Eriday.

loing kst latong | lociog atong |~

team etc so
"Our
said

AmE to train or help a person,
that they become better at something:
plan was to bring this team along slowly,”
UCLA coach Andy Janachowski.

* .
SIMILAR To: bring on

e In British English people usually use bring
round. In American English people always use

bring .around,

~»lbringlsth/sh~ =

|bring around = |bring round -
to bring something or someone to someone
else's house, when it is not far away: I'll ask
the driver to bring the car around to your
house. | We have a French visitor staying with
us. I'd like to bring her round to meet your
parents. | If you're going to be in this evening,

I'll bring round the forms for you to sign.
= aroundiround |
to persuade someone to change their opinion

and agree with you or do what you want: At
first Joanna was unwilling to support the cam-

paign, but in the end his arguments brought
her around.
+ to Don't worry about Marius, | think |

can bring him round to our way of thinking.
* SMILAR To: WiD Quer

~  aroundlround !
[bring around/round  Igth |

to move among a group of people and give
them something or take something from
them, especially when serving them with
food or drinks: Waiters brought around sand-
wiches and glasses of iced Saratoga water.
The usually bring round a collection box dur-
ing the last hymn.

Ibring |s~-a-r-0-un-d-I-ro-u-n-d|

« In British English people use bring round in
this meaning. In American English people use
bring around.

to make someone become conscious again
after they have been unconscious: Amy had

fainted, but we managed to bring her round
with water from the cold tap.

« orrosrrt:  knock out



= sthisb Iaround 1o |~

to gradually change the subject of a conver-
sation or discussion, so that someone starts
talking about the subject you want them to
talk about: It took her a long time to bring him
round to the important question of their chil-
dren S education.
bring the conversation around/round to
sth Bertie was desperately trying to bring
the conversation round to the topic of food
and drink.

bring back
bring back ~ | bring. |stsh | back |

to bring something or someone with you
when you return from somewhere: The ivory
elephant was a souvenir that Winston had
brought back from India.
bring sb back sth If you're going down to
the store, would you bring me back a six-
Dack_ of beer?

nm
"‘)“L)ring back ~ |bring |"‘_ back |
to start to have or use a law, system, method
etc that was used in the past but has not been
used recently: They should bring back the
death penalty for murder - at least that S what
I think. | They're bringing back the old electric
trams to help solve the city S public transport
problems.
+ to Zyuganov Sparty would like to bring
Communist rule back to Russia.
fwm restore formal
to make a feeling or quality begin to exist
again in a place, situation etc
+ to It was hoped that the agreement would
bring peace back to the streets of Beirut. |a
contest that should bring back excitement
to heavyweight boxing
X siwwar 1o restore formal

|bring back 5th | lbring ~ _ back |

to make someone remember or think of

something that they experienced in the past
bring back memories Hearing that song
always brought back sweet memories of a
certain night in Santa Cruz.
bring it all back (=make someone remem-
ber everything about an experience) “The
film brought it all back to me,” said 78-year
old Jack Riley, who had fought in the war
himself as ayoung man.

% o g s g ol

to return something to the shop where you
bought it, for example because you are not
satisfied with it or you want to exchange it
for something else: If you don't like it, you can
always bring it back.

* s ar 1o retum
|bring back IS0 bring = back |
to give someone the job or the position of
authority that they had in the past: After two
bad seasons Johnson resigned, and the direc-
tors voted to bring back the former manager,
Alf Stephens.
* h
SIMILAR TO: reinstate
lowing = back | loring back =
to make someone who has just died become
alive again: | wish she would recognise the
fact that Albert is dead and gone, and nothing
can ever bring him back
bring sb back to life Kenna -full of hope -
tried to bring him back to life by applying
the magic herb known as moly.

lbring |$Jback to earthyreality |

to force someone to think about the real sit-
uation they are in, after a period when they
were happily ignoring it: Emily was still day-
dreaming about Italy and Guiseppe, when a
sharp knock at the door brought her back to
reality. |1'd been enjoying planning our holi-
day until Beryl brought me back to earth by
reminding me of our debts.

bring down

~-t-bong doun = aring |t looun |

to reduce the number, amount, price, or level
of something: Clinton succeeded in bringing
down the number of unemployed. | Compe-
tition between airlines has brought down fares
dramatically.

+ to Our aim is to bring inflation down to
2.5%.

*
_ siMILAR To: reduce, cut
-i:ng~J5-bl-th-i-d-o-ve-t

to remove a ruler or goverrunent from their
position of power: The Watergate scandal
caused a political crisis and finally brought
down President Nixon. |A defeat an this issue
could bring down the government.

Tsmuarro topple

lbring down = LOfI0Q- the

to shoot at a plane, bird, or animal and make
it fall to the ground: An F117 bomber had
been brought down by a Serb ground-to-air

missile. |1 held my rifle steady and brought
down the stag with my second shot.

SIMILAR TO: shoot down

|bring down =




4

Ibring down l5th |

to fly a plane down to the ground safely,
especially when there is a problem with it:
The pilot skilfully brought the Cesna down in
a hay meadow by the river.

* smiar To: land

[bring down ~__ ltzung Blh@;

to move your arm or a weapon, tool etc
quickly downwards, especially in order to hit

something:  McGraw raised his axe and
brought it down with a thud.

Ibring [5th [down |

~5b down | |bring down Lﬂ)[
to make someone fall to the ground, for
example by holding onto them, kicking

them, or pushing them, especially in a game
such as foothall: The goalkeeper had brought
down Gareth Evans on the edge of the penalty
area. |He ran after his attacker and managed
to bring him down.

« Bring down upon is more formal than
bring down on and is mostly used in writing.

= down onlupon Ish|

bring down |Sth])n/upon I-l-l-l-

formal to make something bad happen to
someone, especially yourself or your family,
by behaving in a particular way: His behaviour
has brought down shame on all hisfamily. | The
demonstrators  brought down upon themselves
the anger of the military government.

* smiar To: bring onlupon

|bring forth lglh]

formal literary to produce a particular result or
reaction, or to make something happen: Ifeel
sure that such a generous offer would bring
forth an enthusiastic response. | a tragic love
affair that brought forth only pain | Each day
brings forth fresh wonders.

[bring forward [~ = forward |

to change the date or time of an event so that
it happens earlier than was arranged: There
are urgent matters to discuss, so we have
decided to bring forward the date of our next
meeting.
+to The wedding has been brought forward
to the first Saturday in June.

Ibring forward Isth | = forward |

to officially suggest a new plan or idea so that
it can be discussed by a committee, parlia-
ment etc: The government has brought forward
a set of proposals for dealing with juvenile
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crime. | Scientists are being invited to bring
forward plans for research into alternative
sources of energy.

* MR To: put forward, propose
(bring forward [~ =

technical to include an amount of money
in a later set of figures or calculations: The
balance brought forward is £21,675.

sth [ forward |

Ibring in 15|

to earn a particular amount of money, or pro-
duce a particular amount of profit: Paul
brings in about $800 a month from his job at
the local hospital. | Her books bring in about
$500,000 a year.

bring in~ [bring =
if a government or organization brings in a
new law, rule, system, or method, they intro-

duce it and start to use it for the first time:
The government is expected to bring in tough
new laws on immigration. | Few companies
will be willing to bring in the new technology
unless it can be shown to reduce production
costs.

* SMiLAR To: introduce

loving io Il loing | lin]

to get someone with special skills or knowl-

edge to do something or take part in some-

thing, especially in order to help you deal

with a problem
bringsh into do sth They brought in a team
of experts to investigate the causes of the
accident. | Theformer Wimbledon champion
was brought in to coach the young players.
+ on When local police failed to find the
killer, the FBI was brought in on the case.

* ’
SIMILAR TO: call in

lbring inIsth/sb [ 1hring LsIh.lshB

to attract new business, trade, customers etc:
The bank's offer of Fee financial advice has
brought in thousands of customers. |an adver-
tising campaign that is bringing in a lot of
new business 1 Julia Roberts 'new movie has
been bringing in huge audiences around the
country.

5lbringin[~ =

to include or mention something in a piece of
writing or a speech, especially for a particular
purpose: Try to bring in afew quotations from
Shakespeare S plays to illustrate the points
you are making.

[bring Isth linto Lsth]

to add a particular quality to a situation or to
someone's life: Our aim is to bring more fun



BRING

[\

into children S education. |She had contacted
the dating agency in the hope that it would
bring a little romance into her life.

lbringfst-
to talk about or include something in a con-
versation or discussion: There is no need to

bring a lot of detail into the negotiations at
this stage.

to involve someone or something in a situa-

tion, especially an unpleasant situation that is
not connected with them: This is a purely

political matter, so don't start trying to bring
my family into it.

*S~RTO:draginto

bring off '

lbring off~  Ibring =

to succeed in doing something that is very
difficult: It was an amazing victory, and the

whole team brought it off together by training
incredibly hard. | Larry S a brilliant negotia-
tor, and he's brought off some big deals in his
time.

* simitar T0: pull off, carry off
bring on

[bring ap =~ |bring Is=

to make the start of a pain, illness, or prob-
lem start to happen: He complained that the
noise and fumes from the engine always
brought on a headache. | The company S trou-
bles had been brought on by lack of financial
planning. | He had suffered a heart attack,
brought on by stress and alcohol abuse.

SIMILAR TO: cause

[bring IsbB [bring on |§,b|

BrEto help someone to improve their skills:
Teachers need to bring on the weaker stu-
dents, and not just concentrate on their star
pupils.

fw Io. bring along AmE, help along

Tbring on = lbring =

BrEto make plants or crops grow faster: The
hot weather has really brought on the roses.

bring on/upon

* Bring upon is more formal than bring on
and is mostly used ip writing.

:l_mm:mn. J:

to make something bad happen to someone,
especially yourself or your family, by behav-
ing in a particular way: Gloria ran off with a

married man and brought shame on the whole
family.

a4

bring sth on yourself By refusing to talk to
the police he only brought suspicion on
himself

bring it (all) on yourself He doesn't deserve
any sympathy. He brought it all on himself.

bring out

|bring %h_th | |bring = o_ut|

to produce a new product, book, record etc
and make it available for the public to buy:
Sony is about to bring out a complete record-
ing of the film music from 'Titanic’. | Since it
was brought out last autumn, sales of the new
software have been velY slow,

lbnng' gulj_’“ Ih.ung I:Lh [Qull

to make a particular quality or taste more
noticeable:  You can bring out the flavour of
the vegetables by steaming them in a pressure
cooker. | Becoming a father seems to have
brought out the gentle side of his nature.

|bring out the best/worst in |§Ll]
to make someone's best or worst qualities
appear in the way they behave: There's
something about driving a car that brings out
the worst in me. |A crisis invariably brings out
the best in people.
bring out the romanticlpoet etc in sb
(~make someone behave in a way that is
typical of a romantic persDn, poet etc) It's
such a beautiful place. It's guaranteed to
bring out the romantic in him.

|bring |§m outl

to make someone less shy and more confi-

dent: She's a shy girl and she needs friends -

1 hope going to college will bring her out.
bring sb out of himselflherself  Ricks
teacher has done an excellent job - she S
really brought him out of himself.

[bring lsh [out io spotsla rashla sweat |
BrEto cause SPDtSetc to appear on someone's

skin or to make them sweat (=IDse liquid
through their skin because they are nervous
or hot): 1can't eat strawberries - they bring

me out in a rash.
bring sb out in a cold sweat (~make some-
one sweat because they are very fright-
ened) The very thought of appearing in
court brought him out in a cold sweat.

bring round
see bring around/round

see bring around/round to



bring through
loring lsb lthrougn |~ lihrougn 5t |

to help someone to deal successfully with a
difficult time in their life or a difficult event
or situation: Both my children have brought
me through extremely difficult times since my
husband died. | It was a real crisis, but Alice S
strong personality brought her through.

sIMILAR To: get through

bring to

loring @118]

to make someone conscious again when they
have been unconscious: The sound of voices
brought him to, and he suddenly found himself
in a roomfull  of strangers.

* SIMILAR TO: bring sb aroundlround

bring together
= o ltogetner | loring sogemer =

to make people become friends with each
other, especially people who are very differ-
ent, or to make people have a much closer
and more friendly relationship:  What was it
that brought you two together? Was it your
love of music? |At Atlantic College we aim to
bring together young people of different

cultures and backgrounds from all over the
world.

bring sb closer together As it happened, the

tragedy of our daughter S death actually
brought us closer together,

= sth |together |

to make it possible to see or experience an
unusual variety of things, by collecting or unit-
ing them together:  The exhibition brings
together some of Ruskin Sfinest architectural
drawings. | Whiteread s work brings together a
whole range of different styles and influences.

Ibring Is~

loring up 1—
to look after and educate a child until he or
she is grown up: After Ben S mother died
when he was three, he was brought up by his
grandmother. | Where will theyfind the money
to bring up six children.
be brought up to do sth (=be taught by
your parents to behave in a particular
way) In my day children were brought up to
respect the law.
bring sb up (as) a Catholic/Muslim etc
When they adopted Lucy, it was agreed that
she should be brought up as a Catholic.
* SmiLar To: raise
upbringing N [SINGULAR]
the way that parents treat their children
and the things they teach them while they
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are growing up: Mike had a very strict
upbringing.
well-brought  up AD)
a child who is well brought up has been
taught to be polite and to behave well: a
well-brought . up little girl

n

< lbring up ~ _ lbring I5th~

to mention a subject or start to talk about it
during a conversation or discussion: Why did
you have to bring up the subject of money? |1
shall bring this question up at the next meeting.

¥ amuar 1o raise

Ihr.m unJ: |b.r.|.ng =
BrEto vomit something. If you vomit, food
comes up from your stomach and out
through your mouth because you are ill or
drunk: She rushed to the toilet and started
bringing up her breakfast.

sIMILAR To: vomit formal, throw up, spew up
BiE informal
Ibring Ish Iz usuaLLY passM

to charge someone with a crime and make
them appear before a court of law
+ before Ben was brought up before the
magistrates and accused of being drunk
and disorderly. | The two men were brought
up before the courts on charges of receiving
stolen goods.

bring upon

see bring on/upon

BRISTLE
bristled, bristled, bristling

bristle with

1 |bristle with ~  USUALLY PROGRESSIVE

mformal to have a lot of something, especially
weapons or to be full of something, especially
a quality: The whole area wasfull of security
guards, bristling with weapons. | Tomorrow

they will play the South African Barbarians, a
team pristling with international talent.

|bristle with |~ USUAIIY  PROGRESSIVE

informal  if someone bristles with an emotion
such as anger or jealousy, the emotion is very
strong and noticeable even though they are
trying to hide or control it: She tried to smile,
but she was obviously bristling with jealousy. |
Jay pushed back his chair, his red face
bristling with rage.



1 lbrush aside Ist~ =~

BROADEN
BROADEN

broadened, broadened, broadening

broaden out

1 lbroaden out |

if a road or river broadens out, it becomes
wider: At last the road broadened out and |
was able to overtake the truck infront. |Ahead
of us the river broadened out, creating the
edlect of a lake.

| |broade |th out |

| broaden out |

|broaden. out |

especially BrE to include a range of different
subjects, or to make something do this: I'd
like to broaden out the discussion a little. | The
course has broadened out and now includes a
range of related subjects.

BROWN

be browned off

|be browned offl

BrE old-fashioned to be annoyed about some-

thing or bored with it
get browned off The boss kept asking him
to stay late at work, and he was getting
really browned off.
+ with It had rained non-stop for a week,
and we were all browned oJ!with it.

* SIMILARTO: be fed up

BRUSH
brushed, brushed, brushing

brush aside .

laside |

to refuse to consider a suggestion or a
demand because it seems unimportant or
you do not agree with it: Uncle Max brushed
aside all suggestions that he was not well
enough to go. | Their request for more funds
was brushed aside.

be brushed aside as impossiblelunimpor-

tant etc Several of us had our doubts, but

these were brushed aside as unimportant.

* SIMIIAR TO: |gnore

lorush @ asice | lh.ms.haade.J_

to refuse to listen to someone, because you
do not think that what they are saying is
important  or correct: Corbett opened his
mouth to speak, but Bruce brushed him aside
with a wave of his hand.

brush down
|brush down |stistn | stisth | down |

BrE to remove dirt or dust from your clothes
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by using a brush or quick light movements of
your hands: Carrie brushed down her coat,
and got out a scarf to wear with it.
brush yourself down He picked himself up
from the ground and brushed himself down.

2 lbrushdown~ brushl~[~

to brush an animal, especially a horse, in order
to remove dirt and dust from it: Anne was in
the stable yard, brushing down her pony.

* SIMILARTO: groom

lorush off = lprush Isth |off |

to refuse to consider or discuss something, in
a way that shows you do not think it is
important, serious, or correct: You've upset a
lot of people by what you said, and you can't

just brush it oJ! like that. The secretary
brushed 0J! questions about her personal
finances. | Coetzee contacted the police about

it but they brushed him off.
* SIMILARTO: brush aside

brush-off N [SINGULAR]
if someone gives you the brush-off, they
refuse to listen to you or pay attention to

you: If you write to and complain about the
standard of service, you'll only get the
brush-off.

|bewsh [ID1=  lorush off Isb|

to end a relationship with someone in a way
that shows you do not care about them or
their feelings: Surely he didn't think that he
could just brush you o0J!with a phone call?
brush-off N [SINGULAR]
BrE if you give someone the brush-off, you
treat them in a way that shows that you
want to end your relationship with them
because you do not care about them any
more: He's been trying to give her the
brush-off for ages, but she won't seem to

lake the hint
|brush yourself off |

to remove dirt or dust from your clothes
using a brush or quick light movements of
your hands: She got up oJ! the ground and
started to brush herself off.

* SIMIlAR TO: brush yourself down BrE
brush off on

|b.r:ush off on [.LI.I

BrE if a particular quality or attitude that
someone else has brushes off on you, you are
influenced by it and start to have it: Her new
friends were all very stylish, and some of it
began to brush 0J!on Emma. | They seem like a
rough crowd - | hope their behaviour doesn't
brush oJton Tim.

* SIMILARTO: rub off on



47 BUDDY
brush up (on) Joyce shouted from downstairs, "Come on

Henry! Buck up and get down here!"
+ L orusn wp om 350 | lorusn [5h lup |

to quickly practise and improve your skills or
knowledge of something, especially in order
to prepare for something: | need to brush up
on my Spanish before we go on holiday. | If
you are thinking about ajob change, brushing

up on computer skills can be important. | lit'slthe rain's bucketing down |
England's players have just three days to BIE informal to be raining very hard: It's been
brush up their technique before the next game. bucketing down all afternoon.
*SIMILAR TO: pour down, tip down
BUBBLE
bubbled, bubbled, bubbling BUCKLE
buckled, buckled, buckling
1 e
|buckle down |

to be very excited and pleased about some-
thing, and show it in the way you behave:
The children were bubbling over with excite-

ment af the thought of visiting Disneyland

to start working seriously or trying hard at
something:  You've had a two week holiday,
and now it's time to buckle down before your

exams.
2 |be bubbling with ideaslsuggestions | + to The administration will be buckling
to have a lot of ideas or suggestions about down to tough negotiations over the next
something: It was an excellent meeting; few months.
everyone was bubbling over with ideas. * SiMilaR To: knuckle down
bubble under buckle under
|be bubbling under | |buckte under |
if a record is bubbling under, quite a lot of to stop trying to do what you want to do,
copies are being sold, and it may soon be suc- and do what other people want or expect,
cessful enough to be in the lists of the top 20, especially because of pressure from them: I'd
30 etc most popular records for that week: thought of going to university, but my family
Meanwhile, bubbling under at number 32, wanted me to stay at home and in the end |
here is Van Morrisson s new single. buckled under.
+ to The Irish Prime Minister accused the
BUCK British government of buckling under to

bucked, bucked, bucking Protestant pressure.

1 uck wp | |ILUQKUDH.I.I [bmk~ ‘buckde. up)

AmE to fasten your seatbelt around you
to become more cheerful, or to make some- . X
. . to protect you in a car, plane etc: About 68
one more cheerful: Buck up, Jerry! Things

can't be that bad. | TV comic, Bob Carolgees percent of motorist§_ and passengers buckle

isflying out to help buck upy our troops Whvo up when th_ey're driving, according to recent
. ] : - ! federal studies.

are serving with the United Nations forces.

*
* SIMILAR TO: belt up BrE
- SIMIAR IO cheer up P

2 [buck up ISb] rhucklsb~  ibuck up BUDDY
to try harder and n_lalge more effort_: Deano buddied, buddied, buddying
needs to buck up a bit if he wants a hit record.
buck your ideas up BrE informol (=used to tell buddy up . : s
someone to try harder to improve what | -unl
they are doing): You'll have to buck your 1 louddy
ideas up ifyou want to go to university. AmE informal to try to be friends with some-
one, especially because you want them to do
3 lbuck up!1 comething for you
BIE spoken used to tell someone to hurry up: + to Julie ‘sjust buddying up to the boss so
she can get promoted.




BUDGE

2 |mmupJ
AmE informal if children buddy up, they

choose a person who will be with them on a
journey or during an activity

+ with Stephen buddied up with Erik for the
trip to the museum.

* .
SIMILAR TO: pair up

BUDGE
budged, budged, budging

Ibudge up |usuALLY IN commanDs

BrE informal to move along in order to make
space for someone else to sit down: Budge up
boys - make room for your Dad.

* .
SIMILAR TOo: move up, shove up! spoken informal

BUDGET
budgeted, budgeted, budgeting

|budget for ~

to expect that you will have to pay a particu-
lar amount of money for something, and so
have the money available: We usually budget
for afamily holiday that will cost about two
thousand pounds. | We hadn't budgeted for a
new car this year.

BUFF
buffed, buffed, buffing

louft-  lbuff up Isth]

to make a surface shine by rubbing it with a
dry cloth: We rubbed on two coats of floor
wax, and then buffed it all up to a shine.

BUG
bug off
Ibug off! |

AmE informal used to tell someone to go away
and stop annoying you: If that's Paul, tell him
to bug off!

* SimiLar To: go away, get lost informal

bug out

1 lbug outl

AmE informal if someone's eyes bug out, they
are open very wide and look big and round,
for example because the person is surprised:
Paolo 's eyes bugged out in amazement when
he heard the whole story.
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2 lbug out | lbug [=blout |

AmE informal to suddenly feel very frightened
or surprised, or to make someone feel this
way: Hank was really bugging out after the
accident. | The movie totally bugged me out.

*
siMILAR To: freak out

BUGGER
buggered, buggered, buggering

* Bugger is arude word and some people are
offended by it

1 |bugger aboudaround |

BrE informal to waste time doing unimportant
things or behaving in a silly way: Stop
buggering about and get on with the job.

X suar To. mess about/around

2 | bugger 18] about/around |

BrE informal to treat someone badly by chang-
ing your plans a lot or wasting their time:
Our insurance company have really buggered
us about - We can't get any money from them.

*
SIMILAR To: mess about/around

1 |bugger offt |

BrE spoken informal used to rudely tell some-
one to go away, for example because you are
velY angry with them: “Bugger off!" Lily
shouted, *J don't want to see you!"

|bugger off |

BrE spoken informal to go somewhere  quickly
or suddenly: Jim wasn't feeling too well, so he
buggered off home.

* simiLar To: piss off BIE spoken informal
I
! = | |

BrE Informal to spoil something or do it very
badly: 1 really buggered up the first exam. |
Don't give it to Emma. She'll only bugger it
up.

* SMILAR To: mess up, cock up BrE Informal

BUILD
built, built building

build around ¢
aiso b™ild round BeE. .
to base something on information, facts, or

ideas, and develop it from there: The plot is
built around the themes of ambition and



power. | The prosecution's case was built
around Firman $Sevidence. If the defense could
prove he was lying, the whole case would
collapse.

* SIMILARTO: build onlupon

lbuild in~  |build =~
to include a particular idea, quality, attitude
etc in something, so that it is an important
part of it: All the best speeches have a certain
amount of humour built in. i In order to meet
the three-year production plan, we'll have to
build in specific targets at regular intervals.
* SIMILARTO: incorporate formol
built-in ALso inbuilt especiolly 5rE Ap)
[AIWAYS BEFORE NOUN]
a built-in quality, feature etc is a natural or
permanent one: Older people tend to have
a built-in resistance to change. | Do some
societies have a built-in tendency towards
extremism? | Every child is born with vari-
ous inbuilt characteristics.
1be built in:
to be made to fit permanently into a wall or
into a room - use this especially about cup-
boards and furniture: The kitchen cupboards
are built in, and so are the cooker and fridge.
* SIMILARTO: be fitted
built-in AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]
fitted or included as a permanent part of
something:  built-in wardrobes | The car
has central locking with a built-in alarm
system.

‘e built into. i)
to be made as a permanent part of a wall or

other space: Nowadays almost every bank has
a cash machine built into the wall.

build =~ jnto =
to make something a permanent or natural
part of a system, arrangement, agreement

etc: With the educational reforms, more con-
trols were built into the system.

|hwild on | |huild on Isth |
build 5t |onto sff]

to add another room or rooms to a building,
in order to have more space: The house was a
little too small, but we decided to buy it and
build on. |1t used to have only two bedrooms,
but they've built on a huge extension at the
back. | A new kitchen had been built onto the
back of the house.

« Build upon is more formal than build on
and is mainly used in writing.
= Sib |onlupon. = USUALLYPASSIVE

to base something that you do on a particu-
lar idea, principle, aim etc which strongly
influences you: All his life he ‘dwanted to be a
doctor; his hopes for the future were built on
it. 10ur ability to deliver an effective service
is built on the principle of professionalism.

*

- SIMILARTO: base on

|build on/upon ~

to use your success or achievement as a way
of becoming even more successful or achiev-
ing more: The company has had a very good
year, and they are hoping to build on that suc-
cess. | We aim to help our students build on

present understanding and to move forward
into new areas of learning.

st build around/round

build upl
to gradually increase in amount, size, or
strength:  The traffic going out of town really
builds up after jive o'clock. | We are worried
about chemicals building up in the soil.
+ to The problem has been building up to
its present level over about two years.

build-up N [SINGULAR]
a gradual increase in something: a military
build-up 1 a build-up of pressure

lbuild up b | lhuild =
to make something increase in amount, size,
or strength, especially gradually: Don't do too
much - you need to build up your energy for
the match. | Members of nine European
nations were meeting to discuss building up
their armed forces in the Gulf
build up sb's confidence/trust She's had a
bad experience, and it'll take some time to
build up her confidence again.

lowitd wo I~ ouig st lup |

to gradually succeed in getting something,
especially by working hard or making a lot of
effort: Thefirm has built up an excellent rep-
utation for speed and efficiency. IOver the
years the gallery had managed to build up one
of the world's finest collections of modern art.

*
Z SIMILARTQ: accumulate formol

lbuild up 18] ~@

to develop and improve something such as a
business or organization: Jim Hunt was gov-
ernor, and worked hard to build up the state S



BUILD

10

electronic industry. | His grandfather started
the business and built jt up.

to praise someone or something a lot, so that
other people think they are very good, or in
order to make them feel special and confi-
dent: It's only an amateur production of the
play, so I don't want to build it up too much. |
In the dressing room, the coach, Greg Downs,
was building his men up before the match.

build-up N [SINGULAR]

a description of someone or something in
which you praise them a lot and make
other people think they are very special: 1
thought the group were a bit disappointing,

after the terrific build-up they'd had.

|num1 j)lunl lbuild up J:
to make someone healthier and stronger, for
example by giving them plenty of good food:
My mother was always trying to build me up,
telling me that | looked far too thin.
build yourself up You need to go and do
some training and build yourself up a bit.

|E built gpl

if an area is built up, alot of houses, buildings,
and roads have been built there and there are
very few open spaces: When | went back
fifteen years later, the town was incredibly built
up and | hardly recognized it.
built-up AD)
a built-up area has a lot of houses, build-
ings, and roads in it and very few open
spaces: The speed limit is 30 mph in built-
up areas.

build up a picture/idea/image/
profile of sth

to gradually get information that helps you
to know and understand more about some-
thing or someone: The police are slowly
building up a picture of what happened on
that night. |Some animals build up a detailed
idea of their surroundings, by using sound
Instead .of light,

to hope for something that is not likely to
happen: Don't build your hopes up - a lot of
people have applied for the job, and you may
not get it.

lbwitd wp 8T hovesbuia = hopes w|

to encourage someone to believe that some-
thing they want is going to happen, even
though this is unlikely or uncertain: Don't

build her hopes up until we're sure we can
afford it.

bwitd. wp 10 1S~
to gradually prepare yourself to do some-
thing more difficult than you have done

before: "I may run for Congress,” Bush said,

“but it's something I'll have to build up to."
build up to doing sth John ‘s already done a
few short stories, and now he's building up
to writing a novel.

*SIMILAR T0: work up to sth
build-up N [SINGULAR]
the time spent preparing for a particular
occasion or event, especially when people
talk or write about it a lot in newspapers,
on television etc
+ to the build-up to the general election

sEe build on/upon

BULK
bulked, bulked, bulking

bulk out

lbulk out = lpulk I_~o_ut|

BrE to increase the amount or size of some-
thing, by adding other things to it: | added a
couple of extra paragraphs to the article, in
order to try to bulk it out a little.

*
SIMILAR TO: bulk up

bulk up

fsulc wp = loulk 19t fupl

to increase the amount or size of something,

by adding other things to it
+ with His latest book has been bulked up
with lots of pictures, but it isn't very well
written.

*SIMILAR T0: bulk out BrE

lbulk upl

AmE to become bigger because you have
more fat or muscle on your body: Loville has
bulked up about seven pounds to a whopping
212.

BULLY
bullied, bullied, bullying

rbully off »

if a game of hockey bullies off, it starts.
Hockey is a sport played between two teams
of eleven players, using long sticks and a hard
ball: The players were ready to bully off. | A
new girls' hockey tournament bullies off next
month at Stockton sports centre.



BUM
bummed, bummed, bumming

bum around
ALso bum round se

1 |bum aroundiround |

|bu_m around/round |s_th|

informal to travel around without any definite
plans and usually with very little money:
Greg bummed around South America for a
year between school and university.

|bum around/round |

informal to spend time being lazy and doing
very little: I was still bumming round without
any work, and | had no money at all.

*
simiLAR TO: loaf about/around, slob
about/around

loum-~

informal to get something that you need or
want from someone, by asking them for it
and not paying for it: He had bummed the
cigarettes off a group of Swedish students in
Bonn.
bum a lift/ride off sb (=ask someone to
take you with them in their car when they
are driving somewhere) | expect Joe will
be going to the party - I'll bum a lift off
him.

bum out
[bum Ish lout |

AmE informal to make someone feel sad or
disappointed: | don't want to bum you out, but

I'm afraid we can't go to the beach this
weekend.

be bummed out

AmE informal to feel sad or disappointed
about something:  Kevin was a little
bummed out when his team lost again.

bum round
see bum about/around

BUMBLE
bumbled, bumbled, bumbling

|bumble around/about |

lbumble. around/about =

to move around or do something in a disor-
ganized or slightly confused way, without
achieving much: | could hear my father

51 BUMP

bumbling around in his room upstairs. |Jenny
had been bumbling around the kitchen for
hours, trying to get dinner ready.

BUMP
bumped, bumped, bumping

bump along

|bumg along | |bumg along |s_th|

if the level or rate of something bumps along,
it continues at the same low level or rate,
without making much progress: The stan-
dard of living for the average family has
bumped along without showing any signifi-
cant increase.

bump along the bottom In its latest report,

the Bank of England said the economy was

still bumping along the bottom.

|bump into 8]

to meet someone that you know by chance,
when you did not plan or expect to meet
them: Guess who | bumped into on holiday -
Alex Barrett! 11t % such a small town that you
can't go anywhere without bumping into
someone you know.

* SIMILAR TO: run into

wmm.]humpgﬁ;

informal to deliberately  kill someone: The
rumour was that he had bumped his first wife
off to get the insurance money.
get bumped off The bad guy usually gets
bumped off at the end of the story.

* .
siMILAR TO: murder, do away with informal, do
in informal

bump up
|numup|51h] |numn~

informal to increase a price, rate, number etc,
especially suddenly and by a large amount:
The government have really bumped up the
price of petrol this year. | We had Mike on our
team, which helped to bump up our score.

lbump up against Isth !

to have to deal with something that limits
what you can do, or causes unexpected prob-
lems for you: Political parties find themselves
bumping up against the federal spending lim-
its for election campaigning. | Women trying
to get to the top would suddenly bump up
against a 'glass ceiling’, once they got beyond
a certain level.

* .
SIMILAR TO: cOome up against
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BUNCH BUNG
bunched, bunched, bunching bunged, bunged, bunging
bunch up be bunged up .

1 |s.th. s bunged up |
BrE if a pipe, toilet etc is bunged up, it is

1 |num;h_ up |USUALLY PASSIVE
to move together and form a close group: Mr

Stephenson stopped suddenly, forcing the rest
of them to bunch up behind him.
be bunched up The sheep were all bunched
up together in a corner of the field.

|Q“ngh ml |Q“ngh w@\]

| bunch sth \up |

to pull material tightly together in folds, or to
form tight folds: The dress was much too big,
but she bunched it up with a belt round her
waist. | Machine stitching can cause material
to bunch up, so | usually sew it by hand.

BUNDLE
bundled, bundled, bundling

|pundie ISDEFi]  |oundie off =

to send someone somewhere quickly with-
out asking them if they want to go: She bun-
dled the kids off to bed and sat down in front
of the television. [In the holidays Amelia was
always bundled off to stay with her grand-
mother.

*SIMILAR T0: pack off

lb.lJ.D.d.l.L up~ Ibundle I~

to gather or tie a group of things together,
especially in order to take them somewhere:

Hilary bundled up all her old clothes and car-
ried them downstairs. | The newspapers were
all bundled up, ready to be thrown away.

* AR To parcel up, tie up
losocte wo |~ | koi=

lbundle  upl
to put warm clothes or blankets on yourself
or someone else because it is cold: My mother
bundled me in the warmest clothes she could
find.
be bundled up Lying in one of the doorways
was a human figure, bundled up in a blanket.
bundle up against the cold We bundled up
against the cold and went outside.
SIMILAR TO: wrap up

blocked, with the result that it does not work
properly: The kitchen sink was bunged up with
bits of food.

f§IMILAR Jo. block up
|be bunged wp |

BrE if a person is bunged up, it is difficult for
them to breathe because they have a cold
and their nose is blocked: | had a headache,
gng | was so bunged up | decided to stay in
ed.

*SIMILAR T0: be stuffed up, be stopped up
AmE
bunged-up AD)
if your nose or ear is bunged-up, it is
blocked and you cannot breathe or hear
properly: a bunged-up nose

BUNK
bunked, bunked, bunking

|k goun | X

in order to go to sleep some-
where, especially on a floor, chair, or in
someone else's house: You can bunk down on
the sofa ifyou want. |Afriend of mine has said
that you can bunk down in her house for a
couple of nights.

SIMILAR TO: bed down

to lie down

|punk off | 1bunk off Isth |

BrE informal to stay away from school or work
or leave early without permission: Weused to
bunk off school, go round to my house, and
smoke afew cigarettes. | In the end he got
sacked for bunking off early.

BUOY
buoyed, buoyed, buoying

buoy up

to make someone feel more cheerful or con-
fident, especially when they are feeling sad,
shy etc: "You look absolutely —wonderful,”
Mar?aret said, in an attempt to buoy Emma
up. | Wefelt really buoyed up by our success.
buoy yourself up A lot of people buy new
clothes to buoy themselves up emotionally.



2 |buoy up 15th| |puoy St lup

to keep something at a high level, for exam-
ple profits, prices, or the value of something:

The company's profits were buoyed up by a
successful publishing  venture. | The pound
rose against the dollar, buoyed up by rumours
of an increase in interest rates.

I buoy up ~ Ibuoy Isthish ~

to keep something or someone floating on
the surface of water and prevent them from
sinking: Wooden floats on the sides of the raft
helped to buoy it up.

BURN

burnt or burned, burned or burnt, burning

|burn down | lburn down ~

lburn = down |

if a building, town, or forest burns down or
is burnt down, it is completely destroyed by
fire: The old Palace of Westminster burned
down in 1834. | Hopper's Hollywood home
was burnt down in afire, and almost all the

paintings  were destroyed.
lburn down =~ lhurn Sh=

to deliberately cause a fire in order to destroy
a building, town, forest etc: Gore had burnt
down the house in order to destroy the evi-
dence of his crime. | The men were threatening
to burn down the capital if Colonel Rebu was
Dot sef free,

lburn down |

if a fire burns down, the flames become
smaller and weaker and produce less heat or
light: Gradually the fire burnt right down,
leaving the room in near darkness. | The can-
dles had burned down low, but ,:till they went
on talking.

lburn off = 1burn st
to remove or get rid of something by burning
it: Fires are lit to burn off the remainingforest
and make way for agriculture. | The oil, which
spilt into the Gulfof Mexico, was mostly burnt
off in afire,
lburn off~  lburp Isth~
to get rid of unwanted fat or extra energy in
your body, by doing physical exercise
burn off fat/calories Regular exercise helps
burn oU'excess fat.
burn off energy The children in the school
yard were playing football, fighting, or sim-
ply running about to burn offall their energy.
SIMILAR TO: burn up, work off

1 Iburn (yourself) out |

to work so hard that in the end you cannot
continue working, because you have become
tired, ill, or unable to think of any new ideas:
It's important that you learn to relax more, or
you're likely to burn out. | Young stockbrokers
often work eighteen-hour  days, and burn
themselves out before they are thirty.

burned-out AISO burnt-out AD)

informal very tired or ill, or unable to think
of any new ideas, because you have been
working too hard: At the end of the week |
felt completely burned-out. 1 didn't want to
become one of those burnt-out writers with
nothing left to say.

burnout n [u]

when you are unable to continue working
because you have worked so hard that
you are very tired or ill, or unable to think
of any new ideas: More and more people

suffer from burnout due to overwork.
|be burned/burnt out |

if a vehicle or a building is burned out, the
inside of it is destroyed in a fire: The stolen
car used in the robbery was found burnt out
near Middlesburgh. | A chemical works was
completely burnt out in one of the region's
biggest fires for decades.
burnt-out AISO burned-out AD)
[ALWAYS BEFORE NOUN]
a burnt-out vehicle or building has been so
badly damaged by fire that only the out-
side of it is left: TVe passed a burnt-out
truck af the side of the road.
Ihurs  (itselfy out |
if a fire burns out or burns itself out, it stops
burning because there is nothing left for it to
burn: She'd fallen asleep in her chair and the
fire had burnt out. | In remote areas of the
country, the forest fires were allowed to'burn

themselves . .out,
lburn (itself) out |

if an illness or a strong emotion burns itself
out, it gradually becomes less severe or seri-
ous and then stops completely: The doctor
said the fever should burn itself out in afew
days time. |Atfirst Schramm ‘s anger had been
intense. but now hefelt that it had burnt out.

| burn outl

if a piece of electrical equipment burns out, it
stops working because it has been used too
much or has become too hot: The electrical
system in the car will burn out if you're not
careful.
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I BURST
burst, burst, bursting
lburn upls~ lburn~ .
. burst in
to use energy or get rid of unwanted fat from
your body by doing physical exercise |1 st in|

burn up energy The rate at which people
burn up energy varies quite a lot between
individuals.
burn up fat/calories Women tend to burn up
calories less efficiently than men.
fglMlLAR 10 burn off
tburn wpl lbum wplsti) gl
to be completely destroyed by fire or great
heat, or to destroy something with fire or
great heat: The satellite is expected to burn up
in the Earth S atmosphere. | Anything getting
that near to the sun, would simply be burned
up. | Thefire had burnt upforty acres of corn
Lrops,

|p!rn Ipls~ lburnl~
if someone or something burns up petrol,
money etc they use a lot of it: | changed my
car because the old one burned up too much
gas. | That girl just burns up money!

SIMILAR TO: USE up

lburn =b lup |
AmE informal to make someone very angry: It
used to burn me up when the kids at school

would laugh at my name.
lburn uplsthl  Iburn~

AmE informal to cover a distance very quickly,
by moving or travelling very fast: His Porsche
really burns up the miles. |a couple burning
up the dance floor

Ibe burning up!|

informol to be very hot, especially because you
have a fever: Ruth wiped away the sweat -
although it was cold, she was burning up!

burn with |~ USUALLY PROGRESSIVE

if you are burning with a particular feeling,
you feel it very strongly: Melissa was burning
with curiosity, but it was obvious that it was
not a good time to ask questions. | Burning
with impatience, Janet waited for the train to
finally . stop.

|burn with [=_ USUALLY PROGRESSNE

if your face or cheeks burn with a particular
feeling, they become hot or red because you
feelings are so strong: Willie smiled, his
cheeks burning with excitement. | "I'm sorry,
| forgot,” Maria said, her face burning with
shame,

to enter a room very suddenly, interrupting
the people who are inside or giving them a
shock: Mrs Andrews was just closing the post
office when gunmen burst in.
burst in on sb What do you do if the kids
burst in on you when you're in the bath? |A
group of animal rights protesters burst in
on the meeting and started shouting at the
speaker.

~lburstintols~

to enter a room very suddenly, interrupting

the people who are inside or giving them a
shock: Two masked men burst into the house
and shot the boys parents infront of him. | She
burst into the room, waving a large brown

envelope,

IIburst ml_"'

to suddenly start doing something - used in
the following phrases:
burst into tears (=suddenly start crying)
When | asked her what was wrong, she just
burst into tears.
burst into laughter (=suddenly start laugh-
ing) To John S surprise, Sarah burst into

laughter. "What Ssofunny?" he asked.
burst into song (=suddenly start singing)
Musicals are ridiculous - people don't

burst into song like that in normal life!
burst into applause (=start hitting your
hands together to show that you have
enjoyed a performance, speaker etc) At the
end of her speech the audience burst into
enthusiastic applause.

burst into flames (=suddenly start burning)
Their car hit a wall and burst into flames.
burst into  bloomlflowerlleaf (=when
leaves or flowers suddenly appear on a
plant) In May all the flowers in the valley
burst into bloom and the air isfilled with
their scent.

n")- |b.um out laughing/erying |

to suddenly start to laugh or cry: It was such
afunny story - even the newsreader burst out
laughing. | When she saw the dog lying there,
she burst out crying because she thought he
was dead.



2 |ib burst out |

literary to suddenly say something in an angry
or excited way, especially when you have
been trying to avoid saying anything: “It's all
your fault!" she burst out angrily. | "For heav-

ens sake!" he burst out. “"Will you stop going
on about it! "
outburst N [e]
when someone suddenly starts speaking
about something because they feel very
angry, upset etc, especially when this

seems rude or shocking to other people:
I'd like to apologise for my outburst at the
meeting last night.

burst with
lbe bursting with lsthiso |

to have a lot of something, especially a par-
ticular feeling or quality, or to be full of peo-
ple or things: Helen, our teacher, was bursting
with confidence and energy. , The 1996 vin-
tage is delicious - bursting with flavour. |
When we arrived at the concert, the hall was
bursting with people. | He was a grey-haired
dynamo of a man, bursting with ideas and
good humour.

BURY
buried, buried, burying

bury away

1 lbe buried away |

if something is buried away somewhere, it is
not easy to find or notice, especially because
it is hidden by other things: 1found a beauti-
ful old silver teapot buried away at the back of
the shop. | a vague memory, buried away
somewhere . in his mind.

| bury yourself away |

to go somewhere
many people, often somewhere
ing
+ in It's not good for you burying yourself
away in that dusty old library day after day.

bury in
|bury yourself jn~

to give all your attention to something, espe-
cially your work or something that you are
reading very carefully, often in order to avoid
thinking about something or to avoid talking
to someone: After Sylvie left him, he buried
himself in his work and tried to put her out of
his mind. |At breakfast Duncan buried himself
in his newspaper and pretended to ignore her.
le buried in lsib |

to be so involved in what you are doing, that

you do not notice what is happening around
you: Alan was buried in his work, as usual.

quiet where there are not
that is bor-
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to go somewhere quiet where there are not
many people, often somewhere that is bor-
ing: He expected her to give up her job in the

city and bury herself in the countryside miles"

from anywhere!

BUST

bust, bust busting BrE
busted, busted, busting especially AmE

1 lpust outl

AmE informal to escape from a place, espe-
cially a prison
+ of They thought it was impossible for
anyone to bust out of Alcatraz.

loust ot 18~ Toust 1SDloun

AmE informal to help someone to escape from
somewhere, especially a prison:  Special
forces were finally sent in to bust out the

hostages.
'bust outl

AmE informal to improve your situation or do
something  different from what you usually
do: Even as a child Scott couldn't wait to bust
out, while his brother Brian was happy staying
close to home.

+ of CBS busted out of its usual last-place
standing to become the number two

|bust outt

AmE informal to have to stop playing a game
of cards, especially because you have lost all
your money: If you bust out of this game,
we'll have no money to get a cab home.

wst. D)

BrE informal if people bust up, they separate
and end their relationship, especially after an
argument: I'm not with Jan any more - we
bust up a while back.
* SIMILAR To: split up
bust-up N [e]
informal when people separate because of a
disagreement: ~ Shelly moved to New York
after the bust-up with her husband.
bust-up N [e]
informal an angry argument: McEnroe faces
a big fine following his bust-up with the
umpire at last week's final. | The Mail had
run a sensational story about a bust-up

between Morgan and his boss.
|pust wp lsth | 1oust lsth lup

BrEto prevent something from continuing by
interrupting it, often in a violent way: Angry



BUSTLE

protesters bust up the meeting. | Gloria was
always trying to bust up their conversations -
she wanted to be the only significant person in
Jeff s life.

* smiAr To: break up
lbust up~ lbust~

AmE informal to damage or break something:
Morgan busted up his arm in a skiing accident
last Sunday.

+hust upl

AmE informal to laugh a lot at something: |
bust up every time he tells the joke about the
man on the bicycle.

* SimiLar To: crack up

(bust upl

AmE informal to separate a large company or
organization into smaller parts: A Federal
judge busted up AT & T in a ruling on monop-
olies.

buttinsky N [C]

AmE informal a person who tries to become
involved in a situation when they are not
wanted: Dealing with Buttinsky is never
easy. Be firm without being hostile.

I
| putt out! |

AmE spoken informal used to tell someone to
stop trying to become involved in a situation
when they are not wanted, for example
because it is private: This doesn't concern
you, sojust butt out!

| butt up

to be in a position with one end or edge
against  something else, and no space
between them
+ against/to The tiles butt up against the
door frame. | He bought a house for his

parents with a garden that butted up to his
BUSTLE _ own.
bustled, bustled, bustling
. BUTTER

buttered, buttered, buttering

|MI3_ around/about |
Ibustle around/about  Isth |

to move around in a busy way doing some-
thing, for example preparing a meal or tidy-
ing a room: She watched him as he bustled
about the kitchen.
bustle around/about doing sth Waitresses
bustled around carrying trays loaded with

]
|p tter |§_b|gg| |p tter up|§p|

informal to say nice things to someone or try
to please them so that they will do what you
want: You need his help, so butter him up a
bit; get him on your side. | Top dealers are
inviting big clients into their offices and but-

food and drink. tering them up with expense account lunches.

BUTTON
BUTT . buttoned, buttoned, buttoning
butted, butted, butting
. button up
butt in -
lbutton up-~__ lbutton I
|butt in

to fasten all the buttons on a coat, shirt etc:
Youd better button up your jacket - it's cold
outside. | His mother helped him on with his
coat and buttoned it upfor him.

*
SIMILAR TO: fasten, do up

to interrupt a conversation or someone who
is speaking in a rude way, by saying some-
thing when it is not your turn to speak: The
Minister complained that the interviewer kept
butting in while he was trying to answer the
questions. | Sorry, | don't mean to butt in, but BUY
ifyou want a lift, Sarah, / need to leave now.

* SIMILAR TO: interrupt, butt in, muscle in
2 [butt inl
AmE informal to become involved in a situa-

tion when you are not wanted, for example
because it is private: My neighbors are a/ways

bough~ bough~ buying

1 lbuy inisthl lbuylst~

BrE to buy a large amount of something,

butting in, wanting to know exactly what I'm
doing.
* Smiar To: interfere

especially food or drink, because you may
need a lot for a special occasion or it may
become difficult to obtain: We'dbetter buy in
some more beer for the party. | People are
buying in stocks offoodfor  the winter.



2

1

|huym|51h] |y s 1y Ty in

BrE to pay someone else to do or produce
something rather than doing it yourself: They
don't actually make computers - they just buy
in components and assemble them. | More and
more women are going out to work and buying
in domestic help.

|b_uy into |S|£

informal to completely accept an idea or belief
and allow it to influence you: Ar around four-
teen, a lot of boys buy into the idea that they
arefailures. | Youdon't have to buy into the 'If
you have a bigger house, you have a better
life: theory,

Ibuyinto~

to buy part of a business or organization,
especially because you want to control it
British Airways' plans to buy into United
Airlines have ended infailure. |American car
makers wanted to buy into Japanese firms.

|buy off Isb | [puy Ish 101

to pay someone money or give them some-
thing that they want, in order to stop them
causing trouble or threatening you: In the US
employers tried to buy off the unions by offer-
ing them higher and higher wage settlements. |
Chamberlain  and Daladier believed they
could buy Hitler off by letting him have
Austria and Czechoslovakia.

|buy out |shisth  buy lshisth Jout |

to buy someone's share of a business or
property that you previously owned togeth-
er, so that you own all of it: In 1965, 1CI
bought out Courtaulds 'share of BNS, and set
up ICI Fibres. | After the war, he bought out
his brother Bill 's interest in the machine shop.
buyout n [cl
when a group of people join together to
buy a company, especially one they used
to work for or manage
a management buyout The company is
threatening to close the mine, but there are
rumours ofa management buyout.

Ibuy out ~  Ibuylsbloutl

to pay money so that someone can leave an
organization such as the army, or a sports
team, before their contract has finished: The
first time he joined the army, his parents
bought him out, and then he went and signed
on again!
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BUZZ

+ of The club wants to buy him out of "is
current contract with Inter Milan.

bUy Up
buyup-~ buy~

to quickly buy as much as you can of some-.B
thing, especially because there is not a lot p
available, or because you think you can make
money from it: People are buying up stocks of
food in case the storm hits their area.
Developers have been buying up villas on the
island in anticipation of a tourist boom.

BUZZ

buzzed, buzzed, buzzing

1 lbuzz aroundiaboutround — JS]

|buzz around/about/round |

if something, especially an insect, buzzes
around, it moves around making a continu-
ous noise, especially one that is annoying: He
was kept awake by a mosquito, which was
buzzing around his hotel room all night. | Jet

skis were buzzing around op the bay.
|buzz around/about/round |m

|buzz around/about/round |

especially BrE if thoughts or ideas are buzzing
around in your head, you are thinking quick-
ly about a lot of things and it is difficult to
think clearly: I've got a million and one things
buzzing around my head at the moment.

|buzz around/aboutiround |

to move quickly around a place doing a lot of
jobs in a busy way: The director buzzed
around checking the cameras and lighting.

|buzz off!|

spoken informal to go away - used to rudely
tell someone to go away because they are
annoying you: Why don't you just buzz off and
leave me alone?

* .
SIMILAR TO: go away, clear off spoken, especially
BrE

st buzz around



CALL

CALL
called, called, calling

call after ,

1 Inauaﬂ.er_.ls.h]

to shout something to someone as they are
moving away from you: "Please!" he called
after her, "Don't leave me!" | The clerk called
after him, but he took no notice.

2 |caui swisth latter =

BrE to give someone or something the same
name as another person or thing, often a
famous person or thing: He was called after
St Francis of Assissi. | The gallery is called
after Mrs Boehm S late husband, Edward
Boehm.

SIMLLAR TO: name after

call around/round

USUAILY  PASSIVE

< lIcall aroundiround |

to go to someone's house for a short time to
visit them: s it all right if I call round again
some time next week?
call around to do sth Her 20-year-old son,
Neil, calls around to visit her regularly.

2 |.caJ.la.m.|.1.nd.|

especiolly AmE to telephone different people or

businesses in order to get information: Kurt

had to call around for a while, but he finally

found someone who canfix our washer today.
+ to | started calling around to different
farmers to see what kind of prices | could
get for fresh produce.

SIMILAR TO: ring round/around BIE, phone
round/around

be called away

|be called away. |

to be suddenly asked to leave the place
where you are working and go somewhere

else, especially in order to deal with an
urgent problem: Peter is not in the office
today - he S been called away to deal with a
problem at our Birmingham branch. | The
firecrew had to leave because they were called
away to an emergency.

171 cat pack | lcan [0, pack | |ca pack =

espeClolly spoken to phone someone again at a
later time, or to phone someone who has

already phoned you: Can you call back later?
Mrs Cohen is in a meeting at present. | Call
me back as soon as you've got the results of
the test.

fﬂ.w.l.ARm'_ ring back BrE, phone back

2 |call back |

especiolly BrE to return to a place at a later
time, for example in order to see someone
who was not available earlier, or to collect
something or someone: I'll call back on my
way home from work. | If you call back this
afternoon the suit should be ready for you. |
The driver dropped her at the hotel and said
he would call back for her in a couple of
hours.

|cau byl

BrE to stop and visit someone for a short
time, especially when you are on your way
to somewhere else: | just called by to give
Guy a message. |Dan called by today. He says
his mother S not well.

*SIMILAR T0: drop by, stop by

,~Pean o OF]

to publicly demand that something should
happen or be done: Peace campaigners have
called for an end to the bombing. | The
Lawrence family are not satisfied with the
police chiefs explanation and are calling for
a public enquiry.

*

SIMILAR TO: demand

2 lgan for (@]

if something calls for a particular ability,
quality, or action that is what it needs or
deserves: jobs which call for specialist skills
and qualifications | The company wasfacing a
financial ~crisis, and the situation called for
some tough decisions.

this calls for a celebration You didn't tell

me it was your birthday - this calls for a

celebration!

*SIMILAR TO: require
a |call for~

BrE to go to someone's house to collect them

because you are going somewhere together:
The film starts at 8.00 so I'll call for you at
7.30.
*SIMILAR T0: collect, pick up

4 lcallfor[~
AmE to say that something is likely to hap-
pen, especially when talking about the

weather:  The forecast calls for more rain.
* h
SIMLLAR TO: predict
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call forth

lcan forth s~ lalll~  sortn |
formal to make people have a particular kind
of feeling or reaction: What emotion is the
author trying to call forth in the reader? [ The
recent power struggle in Moscow has called
forth concern in Western countries.

dcallinl
BrE to make a short visit to a person or place,
especially when you are going somewhere
else: Is it all right if 1 call in to see you
tomorrow after work?
+ for You're welcome to call infor a chat
any time you like.
+ at On the way home, he called in at the
florist to buy some flowers for Sara. | To
discuss yourfinancial needs, call in at your
local branch and make an appointment.
* ’
SIMILAR TO: drop in, stop by, call aroundiround

< [0l

to phone somewhere, especially the place
where you work, to tell them where you are
or what you are doing, or to find out news
about something: Daniel called in to say that
he was going to be late. | Get a detective tofol-
low the suspect, and have him call in every
three hours.

call in sick (=phone the place where you
work to say that you are too ill to go to
work) On Monday morning she called in
sick and said she'd be off all week.

*SIMILAR T0: phone in BrE, ring in BrE

\can 10l

to phone a radio or television programme to
say what you think or to ask for advice:
Following last nights programme on cancer,
thousands of people called in to ask for more
information. |A Mrs Trellis from Birmingham
called in to say that she thoroughly enjoyed
the show.

* .
SIMILAR TO: phone n

|ca i.nﬂ' leaur 5o L

to ask someone who has special skills or
knowledge to come and deal with a problem:
At 6am | called in Dr Minden, and he exam-
ined the patient.
call in sb to do sth Troops were called in to
control the demonstration. | The company
has called in environmental experts to
cany out an investigation.

X SR 0. send for
|ﬁlli_n_aloan |

to ask for a debt to be paid at an earlier date
than was originally agreed: He failed to make
regular payments and the bank eventually

CALL

called in the loan. | When the credit company
collapsed, the loan was called in, causing
huge problems for our business.

lea i0 @8 leau [50 |in)

if a company calls in a product, it asks people
who have bought it to take it back to the
store because there is a problem with it: The
manufacturer has called in the new model,
launched last year, because of an electrical
fault.

*
SIMILAR TO: recall

I
'lmlmt_u Elh 1Q.Lll

to stop an event that has been arranged from
taking place, especially because of a problem:
Diana had seriously considered calling off the
wedding two days before her marriage. | The
jight may have to be called off because the
champion is suffering from a back injury.

SIMILAR TO: cancel

2icalloff@8 |call [Slhklfﬂ_

to stop doing something that you have

already started doing
call off a searchlistrike Rescuers were forced
to call off the search because of bad
weather. | Thejilm crew called off a three-
month strike after reaching a deal with
their employers.

*

SIMILAR TO: abandon

|can off lstivsh | lcaw sthus |~

to order an animal or person to stop attack-
ing someone: Afierce-looking dog rushed out
of the house towards us - fortunately the
owner called it off just in time.

Dl = X(

to visit someone for a short time: He stopped
in Chicago in order to call on an old friend.

lau oo [IlI
AmE to ask someone in a class or group to
answer a question: Adrian looked down at his

paper, but Mrs. Danielson called on him
anyway.

call on/upon

« Call upon is more formal than call on and
is mostly used in writing.

|call oniupon  Ishito do IS .

to formally and publicly ask someone to do
something: Russia called on NATO to end the
bombing of Serbia. | The conference passed a
resolution calling on western governments to
cut pollution levels. |1 call upon the persons
here present to witness the marriage of Sarah
and James.



C

ALL
2 |s;a.LL9.nJ.umn_J~_ J(

to use something or someone's help in order
to achieve what you want: Our staff are able
to call on the latest technology to help them in
their work. | The team has many other talented
players whose skills it can call on.

]
<t |call out | |cal| out ~
= 1=

to say something loudly so that other people
will hear it: Adam called out her name, but
there was no reply. | "Hey," she called out to
him as he got into his car, "don't forget to pick
me up tomorrow."

+ for | thought | heard someone call out for

help.
*SIMILAR T0: call, shout
|call out Isblsth! |calli shisthlout |

to ask someone skilled, such as a doctor, the
army, or the fire service, to come and deal
with a problem: When the police failed to
control the rioters, the Governor called out
the National Guard. |Doctors often get called
out in the middle of the night.

* .
SIMILAR TO: call in

call-out AD)

BrE a call-out service is one where some-
one goes to the place where someone lives
or works in order to deal with a problem
rather than the job being brought to them:
We operate a 24-hour call-out service for
emergency repairs. | What S your call-out
fee?

Lcall outl

AmE informal to call a restaurant and order

food to be delivered to your home or office
+for Let Scall outfor Chinese food tonight.

*
SIMILAR TO: order

lcal out Isbisth! 8ilJ sbisthjout |

BrE if a union calls its members out, it tells
them to stop working because of a disagree-
ment with their employer. A union is an
organization which workers join in order to
protect their rights: The union has threatened
to call its members out on strike from midnight
tomorrow.

call out for

out

|call aur for |sihl

BrE if something calls out for a particular kind
of treatment, that is clearly what it needs:
The company had been in the same family for
decades, and called out for modernization.

*
SIMILAR TO: cry out for

for example in order to talk to you or look at
something: Do you want to ask him? Shall ]
call him over?
+ to do sth The sunset was so beautiful -
she called Dan over to the window to look.

call round
see call around/round

lcall-  callupls~  lcallupl
especially AmE to phone someone: Call me up
as soon as you get the results. | If you have
computer problems, call up the technician at
the helpdesk. | Someone called up to say that
they had seen a cat just like ours in their front
garden.

;kS.IM.I.LARIQ'_ call, phone up, ring up BrE
lbe called wp |

to be officially ordered to join the army,
navy, or airforce by the government: When he
was 21, Stan was called up for National
Service.
get called up During the war, most men
between 19 and 38 got called up.
*SIMILAR T70: be drafted AmE

call-up N[CV]

8rE when people are officially ordered to
join the army, navy, or airforce: Because of
his illness, Kaye managed to avoid the
military call-up.

call-up N [C|

when someone is officially asked to take
part in something, especially to play for a

team in an important game: Pears has
played well this season and thoroughly
deserves  his call-up.

lay UDISE s

to officially ask someone to take part in
something, especially to play for a team in an
important game: Cole has been called up to
play for England. |Manager Jack Charlton
called him up because of doubts about the fit-
ness of the other players.

call up ST

especially BrE if you call up information on a
computer, you ask the computer to find it
and show it on the screen: The system will
allow you to call up information about the
latest share prices. | Rex called up the menu
and clicked on 'New Message'.

leat wo 1= cau 2ty

if something calls up an idea or memory of
something else, it makes you think of it: The
music calls up memories of Paris in the early
'50s | Each Chinese character calls up a
mental image of the thing that it represents.

* I
SIMILAR TO: conjure up, evoke formal

rcall =~



call upon -~ i~

see call on/upon

CALM
calmed, calmed, calming

ny.
4 lcaim down | feaim 1~ doun |
[calmdown~

to stop feeling angry, upset, or excited, or to
make someone stop feeling like this: Calm
down and tell me what happened. | Matt was
trying to calm the baby down by singing to it.
fSIMILAREM down, cool off

| things calm down |

if things calm down, people become less
busy or rushed: It's always like this before
Christmas - things will calm down after the

January  sales,
|things calm down |

if things calm down, or if someone calms
things down, people stop arguing or fighting,
or stop being excited or upset: Better wait till
things have calmed down between those two
before you go in. | The police arrived and
managed to calm things down.

¥ swar 10 quieten down, settle down
|calm down |

if the wind or weather calms down, it stops
being windy or stormy: The .fishermen were
waiting for the weather to calm down before
they went out to sea.
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CARE

order to make people laugh: The best thing in
thefilm is Alan Rickman, camping it up as the
evil Sheriff of Nottingham. | We all remember
David Bowie camping it up as Ziggy Stardust.

* R )
siMILAR To: ham it up infonnal

CANCEL

cancelled, cancelled, cancelling BrE
canceled, canceled, canceling AmE

cancel out
|:.anceLnu.LL$lEJ |.Qancej.ﬂnu.t.|

if one thing cancels out another, it. has. an
opposite effect to it, so that the situation
does not change: Increases in tuition fees are
likely to cancel out tax benefits for college
students.
cancel each other out/cancel one another
out Capital gains and losses can be expected
to cancel each other out.

CAPITALIZE

aso CAPITALISE 8¢
capitalized, capitalized, capitalizing
capitalised, capitalised, capitalising BrE

capitalize on
|capitalize . .on sth

to use a situation or something good that you
have, in order to get an advantage for your-
self: Ecuador has capitalised on its natural
beauty to attract tourism. | TV chef Ken Yan
has just opened another restaurant, and is
hoping to capitalize on the popularity of his
show 'Cook with Ken .

CAMP
camped, camped, camping CARE
cared, cared, caring

1 [camp out | X

to sleep outdoors, especially in a tent: We
used to camp out in my grandma ‘s garden
when we were kids. | Hundreds of people
camped out on the sidewalk, hoping to get
lLickets for the concert.

|camp outl )

to stay somewhere for a short time, because
you cannot stay where you usually live: The
refugees camped out at St Peter s School in
Northampton. | Foreign journalists camped
out at the Intercontinental Hotel for weeks
hoping for an interview with Ortega.

lcamp it upl

BrE informal if an actor camps it up, he or she
deliberately behaves in an extreme way in

—>|care for =

to look after someone because they are too
young, old, or ill to look after themselves:
She cared for her father all through his long
iliness. | As the average age of the population
increases, there are more and more old people

to care for.

*
simiLAR To: look after

well cared for Apj

if a person or animal is well cared for, peo-
ple look after them well: The animals in
the zoo are well cared for.

2 Inot care for ~

formal to not like someone or something: |
was fond of Uncle Geordie, but J didn't care
for his wife. | She never cared much for
Woody's sense of humour.

* simiar To: dislike



CARRY.
3 lwould you care for~

used when politely offering
especially food or drink:

spoken formal
someone something,

Would you care for ice with your martini,
Madam?
* M ArTo: would you like
4 lcare for |S_b.]
old-fashioned to love someone in a romantic

way: | really love you, Celia. I've never cared
for anyone else.

* SIMILARTO: love

CARRY

carried, carried, carrying

Iget carried away |

to become so excited that you do something
you would not normally do, especially some-
thing silly: Andrew got a bit carried away and
started dancing. | Mother seemed to have
bought the entire contents of the store. "I saw
so many nice things. Ijust got carried away."

learry 1~ lpack |

if something carries you back, it reminds you

strongly of a time in the past
+ to The smell of that perfume carried her
back to her youth, and thefirst time that she
had been to Paris.

*SIMILARTO: take back

carry forward

1 carry forward =~ = forward |
to include an amount of money in a later set
of figures or calculations: $7000 is carried
forward to next month S accounts.
¥ SMILARTO: bring forward

2 lcarry forward ~ lcarry ~__ forward |

if you carry a plan forward, you succeed in
making progress with it: Mr Starr set up the
program, then left others to carry itforward. |
We are looking for a graduate with the ability
to lead a team and carry workforward, within
deadlines and to budget.

1 lcarry it offl
to succeed in doing something difficult, espe-
cially when there is a good chance that you
will fail: | was delighted to be offered the job,
but I wasn't sure if I could carry it off |She was
sent to pose as a Russian diplomat and she
almost carried it off | The company S expansion
plans are extremely ambitious, but director
Paul Redstone believes that he can carry it off

*SIMILARTO: pull off, bring off

2 |carry off |ﬂ] |carr1 |s_th |ﬁ|
to win a prize: Gwyneth Paltrow carried off
the prize for best actress, for her role in the
film 'Shakespeare in Love'. | The winner will
carry off a cheque for £3000.

3 |m9.ﬁ|§1h| |s;am¢ |§Ih|9.tt|
to look good in a particular piece of clothing
or style: Those long straight dresses are beau-
Lifitl, but you have to be tall to carry them off

4 carry off ~  icarry isthioff

to steal something - used especially in news
reports: Thieves broke into the museum, and
carried off paintings worth millions of pounds.

¥ oM aRTO: steal. make off with
5 |be carried offl

old-fashioned if someone is carried off by a dis-
ease, they die from it: Little Horace Charles
was carried off by pneumonia at the age of
eight.

carry on

-~>carry on.
to continue doing something: Don't stop -
carry on! | They carried on until all the work
was finished.
carry on doing sth | waved at him, but he
didn't seem to notice and carried on talk-
ing.
+ with Look, we're going to have to stop
now. WE can carry on with this in next

weeks class.
carry on regardless (=continue  doing
something even though you know it is

dangerous or there is a problem) The
doctor told Kevin to stop drinking, but he
carried on regardless.
_*SIMILARE go on
2 |carry on
BrE to continue going somewhere in the

same direction or on the same road: We car-
ried on down the freeway for a while, enjoying
the drive. | Carry on until you get to the traffic
lights, then turn left.

* )
T SIMILARTO: go on, continue

3 |s;ar.n¢ onl
to do the things that you usually do, even
though you are very upset about something
or are in a difficult situation: After my wife
died, Ifelt as if Ijust couldn't carry on. |Even
though the country is at war, people still try to
carry on as normal.
+ with The divorce was very traumatic, but
| was determined to carry on with my life.
¥ SMILARTO: go on
4 |carry on I'SN lcarry Isth oo |
to continue something that someone else has



£3

started: He S hoping his son will carry on the
family business.
carry on a tradition In 1814, Samuel Webb
leased the mill to Stephen and Edward
Blackwell, who carried on the tradition of
! .
lcarry on |
spoken to behave in a silly or excited way: fVe
won't get anything done ifyou two don't stop
carrying on!
a carry-on N [SINGULAR]
BrE informal behaviour or a situation that is
silly and annoying: He was out in the
street, and she was throwing things out the
window at him. What a carry-on!

lcarryon~

BrE if you carry on a particular kind of work

or activity you do it or take part in it: The

authorities discovered that Stephens was car-

rying on afood business without a license.
carry on a conversation Jdhate it when she
calls me at work - I'm always too busy to
carry on a conversation with her.

lcarry on |
old-fashioned ~ spoken to have a sexual relation-
ship with someone - used to show disap-
proval
+ with She S been carrying on with the
milkman -I'm certain of it.

fsmuaam have an affair
tcary. Q0

informal to keep talking about something in a

way that is annoying
+ about dwish everyone would stop carry-
ing on about it! | She suddenly noticed that
Ruth was crying. "Oh Ruth! And here S me
carrying on about my problems.”

* SIMILARTO: go on informal

Learry I8 tout | Icarry out 188
to do something that you have organized or
planned - used especially in the following
phrases
carry out an attack During the 1970s, the
group carried out a series of attacks around
the world, including the massacre in 1972
at Lod Airport in Israel.
carry out a/searchlinvestigation The
Interior Ministry has ordered two of its
chief inspectors to carry out an investiga-
tion into the death of ajournalist whilst in
police custody.
carry out research/an experiment/a survey
Extensive research is being carried out,
which will hopefully result in a cure for this
disease. | A survey carried out last week

CARRY

found that 60% of Americans still supported
the President, despite the scandal.

carry out a task/job Why is it that whenever
lattempt to carry out a simple repair job at

home it always seems 10 cause big problems?
2 lcarry out a threat/promise/intention |

to do something that you have said you will
do, or intend to do: Nicholson never carried
out his threat to sue Hugo. | The government
has failed to carry out its election promises. |
Jane carried out her intention of going to
Afghanistan, despite the war.

3 [carry out instructions/an . order |

to-do what you have been told to do: At his
trial, Bousquet claimed that he had only been
carrying out orders. | "1want two bodyguards
in each car." Masala nodded then went off to
carry out Whitlock S instructions.

1 |mmﬂ£b:;£amm.m&n|

if something from one situation carries over or

is carried over into another situation, it con-

tinues to exist and affects the other situation
+ to In the 1940s CBS radio set up a news
broadcasting service of the highest quality,
a tradition that was later carried over to
television.
+ into His childhood was a story of pain,
rejection, and violence, and these patterns
carried over into his marriage. | Many of
the old aristocratic values were carried
over into the industrial age, so that trade
and commerce were regarded as socially
inferior occupations.
carry-over N [SINGULAR]
something from the past that still contin-
ues to happen, or continues to affect the
way things are done now: South Korea
maintained a curfew until the 1980s, a
carry-gver from the Korean War days.

2 |carry over |$.|.h1 lcarry 8l aver |

to make an official arrangement to do some-

thing or use something at a later time
+to Up tofive days' holiday can be carried
over from one year to the next. | The
Council is unable to carry over funds from
one fiscal year to the next. | The game had
to be cancelled due to bad weather, and will
be carried over to next week.

cat'ry tllrough

1 |carr1 through -~ |carry |“‘_ through |

to complete something successfully: Educa-
tional reforms were proposed, but never car-
ried through because of the economic crisis. |
It is thought that a sum of about £5, 000 will be
needed to carry the scheme through success-
fully.
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2 ohroughl 4 lcave = Icarve up [S0)
~ through =~ NoT pASSIVE informal to seriously wound someone with a
. o - knife: A couple of years ago five gang mem-
if your determination  or other people's sup- bers got carved up in afight outside a pub.

port carries you through, it helps you to deal

with a difficult situation: The course was

tough, but Amelia s determination and enthu- CASH

siasm carried her through. | The support of his cashed, cashed, cashing
family had carried him through those difficult

times.

|cash intstr | leas =t lin|
CART

carted, carted, carting to exchange something such as shares for

their value in money: He cashed in all his
bonds and his insurance policy to raise the
money to buy a boat.

Eﬂgdm cart ~

informal to take someone away, especially to
prison or hospital: | collapsed on the pitch, leash inon~
and was carted off on a stretcher. |Kirk was

arrested and carted off to prison. to make a profit from a situation or get an

advantage from it, especially in a way that

*
SIMILAR TO: take off other people think is unfair or dishonest:
Criminals should not be allowed to cash in on
their crimes by selling their life stories tofilm-
CARVE . makers. | The bookshops were suddenly full of
carved, carved, carving books about Princess Diana, all hoping to
cash in on the princess 's tragic death.
| | | | cash out
carve out = Icarve Isth lout
to succeed in achieving or obtaining some- 1 |£ﬁ$h-QUI-|-
thing for yourself, especially with difficulty: AME to count all the money taken by a shop
New products like their electronic water filter or business at the end of a day, in order to
have helped Kenwood carve out a bigger check that it is the correct amount: It:Stime to
share of the UK market. cash out and lock up.
carve out a career Comedian Keith Alien
has carved out a successful career as a 2 lcash oud
straight  actor, appearing in  several AME to sell something. valuable and get all the
acclaimed TV dramas. money for It immediately:  Argentine stocks

carve out a niche (=find an activity or type fell as some local investors cashed out.

of business where you are successful) cash Up
Rank's attempt to carve out a niche in the
US market failed because hisfilms were too [cash upl

slow for American - tastes. BrE to count all the money taken by a shop or

business at the end of the day, in order to
check that it is the correct amount: Let's cash
1 |carve up =~ |carve Isth lup | up and then we can go home.

. . siMILAR TO: cash out AmE
to cut cooked meat into pieces: Dad carved

up the turkey.

2 lane w1~ learse by lue CAST

- ) cast, cast, casting
to divide land into smaller parts - used to

show disapproval: Hitler and Stalin carved
up Poland and the Baltic states between
them. | Much of the English countryside has

been destroyed, carved up by ugly motorways. 1 | EIJ:

3 learve - |carve up s | to try to think of something to do or say,
BrEinformal to drive past another car going in especially when this is difficult and you need
the same direction, then turn in front of it too to think of something quickly: "Where's your
quickly, so that it has to slow down sudden- homework, Jackie?" Jackie cast aroundfor an
ly: Some idiot carved me up on the motorway. excuse. | He cleared his throat, casting about

* SmiLar To: cut up for something to say.



2 kaw ol

to try to find someone or something, espe-
cially when this is difficult: Meanwhile the
bank has been casting around for a new chief
executive. | Miles suddenly felt faint, and cast
around for a chair.

|cast aside Isbisth| lcast Isbisth laside |

formal to get rid of someone or something
because you do not like them or need them
any more: When Henry became King, he cast
aside his former friends. | Casting aside his
military ambitions, Von Langen now launched

himself on apolitical . career.

|cast aside |s_th| ~th | aside |

formal to get rid of negative feelings: Peace
campaigners hope that one day Catholics and
Protestants  will cast aside centuries of hostil-
ity, and live together in peace. | Every year
thousands of northern Europeans cast their
inhibitions aside, and head for Greece S nud-
ist beaches.

*
SIMILAR TO: cast off

be cast away"’ - -

|be cast away |

to be left on an island where there are no
other people, because your ship has sunk: If
you were cast away on a desert island, do you
think you'd be able to survive?
castaway N [cl
someone who has been left on an island
where there are no other people, because
their ship has sunk: In stories the castaway
a/ways puts a message in a bottle and
throws it out to sea.

cast back

Icast your mind back |
to try to remember
in the past
+ to If you cast your mind back to your
school chemistry lessons, you may recall
that a 'catalyst' is a substance that speeds
up a chemical reaction.

cast down

something that happened

|be cast down |

formalto be sad and upset because something
bad has happened: Churchill was obviously
cast down by the news of this defeat. | "What
is the matter?" asked Betty anxiously. She
couldn't remember ever seeing Lydia so
miserable and cast down.

downcast AD)
sad and upset because something bad has
happened: the sad, downcast faces of dis-
appointed men
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CAST

|cast your eyes/a glance down |

formal to look down, especially because you
are shy or ashamed: Diana cast her eyes
down demurely and started blushing. | She

cast a glance down at the table to avoid his

stare,
least. cown 18] loast s |doun |

old-fashioned formal to destroy something
completely: All across the continent, earth-
quakes cast down the cities and levelled the
mountains.

lcast off Isth | lcast Isth |off 1

formal to get rid of something because you do
not need it any more, or because it is stop-
ping you from making progress: It was time
to grow up, time to cast off childish things. |
Under colonial rule, the people had been
encouraged to cast off their old traditions and
adopt a western lifestyle.

* SmiLar To: cast aside

cast-offs N [PLURAL]

clothes that you do not wear any more
and give to someone else: When | was a kid
I always had to wear my older brother S
cast-offs.

|cast off

to untie the rope that fastens your boat to the
shore, so that you can sail away: It was per-
fect sailing weather. We cast off from San
Diego and set sail for the Philippine Islands .

lcast offt cast off 5t | lcast st~

to finish something you have been knitting
by taking the last stitches off the needle in a
way that stops it from coming undone.
When you knit, you make something out of
wool using two long needles: Knit three rows
in plain knitting. Cast off all stitches. Cut off
wool.

+ COMPARE: cast on

cast on

lcast on | lcast on IS [cast ~th loiis

to start something that you are knitting by
making the first stitches on the needle. When
you knit, you make something out of wool
using two long needles: Cast on and knit a
few rows of stocking stitch inyour main yarn .
cast off

CaSt OUt -~ w.o . o

* COMPARE:

|&st0¢t|§bl |ﬁ|&J0¢t|

formal to force someone to leave a place,
especially the place where they live, because
you disapprove of them or something they
have done: He had been cast out by his family
when they discovered that he was gay.



CAT

+ of Adam and Eve were cast out of the
Garden of Eden after eating the forbidden
fruit.

outcast N[c]

someone who is not accepted by the other
people in their society: In these health-
conscious times, smokers are often treated
like social outcasts.

2 lcast out |- lcast ~ outl
literary to force something to go away or dis-
appear: Jesus had the power to heal diseases
and cast out demons.
see cast around
cast up
lcast up~__ Icast = USUAILY PASSIVE
especially BrE if the sea casts something up, it
brings it to the shore: The body was cast up a
few miles down the coast.
+ on a beautiful shell that had been cast up
on the shore
*SIMII.AR To: wash up
CAT

catted, catted, catting

|cat around |

AmE  ofd-rashioned inrormal to have sex with a
lot of different people: Mike just cats around
and never gets serious with any woman.

* SmiLar To: screw around informal, sleep
around informal

CATCH

caught, caught, catching

—
lcateh atl=

to try to hold or pull something quickly,
especially someone's arm or clothes: Ruth
caught at his arm. "Don't go! Please don't
go!" | The path was thickly overgrown, and
thorns caught at his clothes. | As he fell, he

caught at a branch, and miraculously it held
his weight.
* SmiLar To: grab at
catch on
1 Igatch dll
to become popular and fashionable: A new

fitness craze from Australia called Body Pump
is catching on in the UK. | Netscape $ accessi-
ble, easy-to-use web tools are catching on
fast.
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2 Icatch AN

to begin to understand or realize something,
especially after a long time: The technique
was introduced in America as early as 1956,
but the British were slow to catch on. | Joe
didn't know anything about oil when he joined
the company. But he was smart - he caught on
fast.
+ to Eventually Val caught on to what her
husband was doing, and thought about how
she could get her revenge.
SIMILAR TO: cotton on BrE informal,
BrE informal

latch on

1 lcaten |9 81]

to trick someone so that they make a mis-
take, especially in order to prove that they
are lying: As for lying in court, don't even
think about it - the prosecuting attorney will
only catch you out. 10ne of the people at work
is always asking me really technical ques-

tions, as if he S trying to catch me out.

2 lpe caught out |
if you are caught out by an unexpected
event, it puts you in a difficult situation that
you were not ready to deal with: Even the
most experienced sailor can get caught out by
the weather. |Many people were caught out by
the collapse in the housing market.
catch up

I | leaten |

- catch up catch Ishisth ~

to gradually get closer to a moving person or
vehicle in front of you, by moving faster than
they move: Schumacher is still in front, but
the other Ferrari is catching up. | You go
ahead, and I'll catch you up later.

catch up with Looking back, | could see
that the other walkers were catching up

with us
Lyt wp | leaten 1 1UP)
to improve so much that you reach the same
standard as someone else who was better
than you: Ali was 6 when he started in my
class and he couldn't speak any English, but
eventually he caught up.
+ with The US spent billions of dollars
trying to catch up with the Soviet Union in
space exploration in the early '60s.

1 |b£&auahLunin|§Lh|

to be involved in a situation when you did
not intend to become involved in it, and
often when you do not want to be: 1,000
people were killed each month in Burundi.
Most were civilians caught up in thefighting. |



Katherine was soon caught up in a dangerous
web of suspicion, lies, and love.
get caught up in sth | decided to keep quiet
- 1 didn't want to get caught up in another
endless, petty argument.
|be caught up in~
if you are caught up in something,
you from moving or making progress:
country seemed to be caught up in
medieval past.
get caught up in sth Sorry I'm late - | was
caught up in the traffic.

it stops
The
its

|catch up an =

to do something that you did not have time
to do earlier: | need a couple of days to catch
on my letter writing. | The train journey to
work takes 80 minutes, so he uses the time to
catch up on his reading.
catch up on your sleep It had been aFan-
tic week, and | spent most of the weekend
trying to catch up on my sleep.

icatch up on =

to get the most recent information about

something
catch up on the newslgossip On Saturday
nights his Gran always went down to the
village, to catch up on all the gossip. | It's
Jill s birthday on April 2nd and they're
having aparty, so I'll catch up on the news
then.

* smiLar To: catch up with
catch up with Nt

|,Qa1d1 Up with =~ NoT PASSIVE

if something bad catches up with you, it
starts to cause problems which you have
been able to avoid for a period of time, but
are now forced to deal with: Footballer Paul
McGrath admitted that his long-term knee
problems are finally beginning to catch up
with him. |1t seems she has a dark secret from
her past which now threatens to catch up with

her.
lcatch up with =

if someone in authority or the police catch up
with you, they discover that you have been
doing something wrong and punish you for
it: Hughes had been avoiding paying his taxes
for years before the authorities finally caught
up with him. | When the police caught up with
him, they found his flat full of pornographic

magazines .and videos.
lcatch up with ~
to meet someone you know after not seeing

them for a period of time: Brian is returning
from New Zealand for the first time in 12
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CAVE
years, and is keen to catch up with family and
Fiends, especially his mother, Dolly.

I'llcatch up with you later spoken (=used to
tell someone that you will talk to them
later) I've got to dash off to a meeting now
= LUl catch up with you later.

|catch wup with =

to do something that needs to be done,
because you did not have time to do it earlier:

Friday is afairly quiet day, so | usually have a 7

chance to catch up with my paperwork. | Third-

year students desperately trying to catch up on :;

second-year work.
Xamuar 10 gatch up on

icateh up with =
to get the most recent information about
something: The dinner was apleasant oppor-

tunity for members to catch up with each
other's news. | The Computer Show is a good
opportunity to catch up with the latest soft-
ware developments.

*
_ SIMLLAR TO. catch up on
lcatch up with ~

to meet someone and ask them questions -
used by newspaper and television reporters:
Ferruccio Furlanetto is one of the world's
leading operatic singers. | caught up with him
in his villa just outside Salzburg.

CATER
catered, catered, catering

|cater tolfor |"_ |cater tolfor Isth

to provide something, especially a service,
that a particular type of person wants or
needs: A number of bars and shops catering to
a gay clientele have grown up along the
waterfront. | La Renta caters to the tastes of
women who want to look pretty and feminine. |
a holiday company that caters for the dis-
abled | The education system does not cater
for exceptionally intelligent pupils like Emma.

CAVE

caved, caved, caving
I
1 lcave inl lcave ~ |cave in ~

if a roof, ceiling, or wall caves in, or if some-
thing caves it in, it breaks and falls down: The
blast caused the roof of the Grand Hotel to
cave in. | The tunnel had to be closed after an
explosion caved the roof in.
cave in on shisth The whole building shook
and | thought the walls and ceiling were
going to cave in on me.

* .
SIMILAR TO: fall in

C



CENTRE 68
to agree to do something that you opposed chained, chained, chaining
before, because someone has persuaded you

or threatened you: The council refused to give
permission for a new stadium to be built, but
then caved in when the baseball team threat-
ened to leave town.
cave in to sb's demands Successive person-
nel managers had always caved in to
Clasper's demands, because they knew that
he would win in the end.
cave in to pressure The government caved
in to pressure from property developers,
and abandoned the proposed new building
restrictions.

*SIMILARTO: give in, capitulate formal

CENTRE B CENTER AmE

centred, centred, centring BrE
centered, centered, centering AmE

|centre . around =

mmmd_.amund.t

to happen mainly in a particular place, or to
be mainly about a particular subject or per-
son: Village life is centred around one main
street, lined with bars and restaurants over-
looking the sea. | The Marxist theory of histo-
ry centres around the notion of social class. |
The story is centered around a group of single
professional women in New York, who are all
searching for someone to love.

¢ Centre upon is more formal than centre
on and is used mostly in writing.

koo copon 1~

|hecmed_nnhmun_|shlsl.hl

to be mainly about a particular subject or per-
son: The story centers on a journalist called
Cameron Colley, who struggles to save his
failing marriage. | The talks will centre on the
problem of reducing emissions of greenhouse
gases.

ste centre around
centre upon

SEE centre on

|chain up lshisth | |chain Ishisth ~

to fasten a person, animal, or thing to some-
thing with a chain, so that they cannot
escape or be stolen: The dog barked fero-
ciously, and | was relieved to see that it was
chained up. | Gareth left his bike chained up
outside the college.

CHALK
chalked, chalking, chalking

1

chalic up = Jchatc J upy
to succeed in winning or achieving some-
thing, especially in sport or business: The

company chalked up net profits of $451 mil-
lion.
chalk up a win/victory The Oxford Saints
chalked wup their third win of the season,
and are on target for making the National
League playoffs.

¥ SIMIARTO: notch. up. clock wup especially BrE

|.cJ1al.Lu.D.|.31h| |.cmmlsm|m

if a company chalks up debts or losses, it gets
them or has them: After chalking up debts of

$3.5 billion, the Tokyo-based company is
being rescued byfive large Japanese banks.
chalk up to

Ichalk up st~

AmME to think or say that something happened
because of something else: The instructor
couldn't understand Katz 's strange behaviour
but chalked it up to boredom.

¥ SIMIARTO: put down lo. atiribute  to formal
'chalk it up lo experience |

to accept a failure or disappointment  calmly
and consider it as an experience that you

can learn something from: Our relationship
didn't work out, but oh well - chalk it up to
experience.

CHANCE

chanced, chanced, chancing

chance upon/on
|r.h.a.ncﬁ lpon/on. |.Slh.]

1chance  upon/on =~

formol to find something
when you are not expecting

or meet someone
to: Recently |
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was wandering around a department store,
when | chanced upon an old school friend. [
One day Allen chanced upon an advert in the
Evening Standard inviting aspiring new actors
to audition for a new play.

*
SIMILAR TO: happen on/upon

CHANGE

changed, changed, changing

*}

change around

Aiso change round ae

a lchange aroundiround =

Z— aroundiround |

to move things into different positions: When
we'd changed the furniture around, the room
looked quite different. | You can create differ-
ent effects by changing the plants around, ere-
atin  contrasts inform and colour.

b change sth around

if you change a room around, you move the
furniture in it into different positions: I'm
going to change my room round, and put my
desk next to the window.

* .
SIMILAR TO: rearrange, switch around

change down

|.da.a.n.u& down, |
BrE to put the engine of a vehicle into a lower
gear because you are driving more slowly, or
are driving up a hill: It is important to change
down in plenty of time to prevent having to
brake fiercely.
+ into Slow down when you approach the
junction, and change down into second
gear.

* oerosrrt: change up

change into =
to become something completely different:
When the princess kissed the frog, it changed
into a handsome prince. | In less than 20
years, Japan had changed into one of the
worlds leading economies.
_* SIMILAR. O turn, into
Ichange Ishisth ~

to make someone or something become
something  different:  Churches are being
changed into apartments, and warehouses are
being converted into offices. [ The husband
who constantly criticizes you is probably try-
ing to change you into the kind of person he
wants you to be. | Circe, a beautiful and dan-
gerous witch, changed Odysseus ' men into
pigs.

SIMILAR TO: turn into

change over

1|ma.mm@.r.|

especially BrE to stop doing or using one sys-
tem or thing, and to start doing or using a dif-
ferent one instead
+ to Wheat was no longer profitable, and
many farmers were forced to change over to
dairy farming.
change over from sth to sth We changed
over from gas to solar heating because its
cleaner and cheaper in the long term.
*SIMILAR TO: switch over
changeover N [cl
a change from one way of doing some-
thing to another: The changeover from
analogue to digital television should be

complete by 2006.
|nham& aver |

especially BrE if two people change over, they
each start doing the job or activity that the
other one was doing before: You navigate and
I'll drive halfway, and then we'll change over. |
One of us would do the digging and one of us
would pull up weeds, then when we got bored
we'd change over.

* : A
SIMILAR TO: swap over informal, switch over

change round aE
see change around

ichange up |

BrE to put the engine of a vehicle into a
higher gear because you want to drive more
quickly
+ into When you're on the motorway,
change up into fifth .

+ OPPOSITE: change down

CHARGE
charged, charged, charging

charge up

1 |ma.m:=_m~_ |mhm|m|

Imameum

if you charge up a battery or a piece of elec-
trical equipment, or it charges up, electricity
is put into it and stored so that it has power:
How long will it take for the batteries to
charge up? | The shaver can be charged up
overnight.

|ma.m:=_u.n~_

AmE if you charge up a credit card, you use it
a lot to buy things, with the result that you
owe a lot of money. A credit card is a small



CHASE

plastic card you use to buy goods or services
and pay for them later: When I lost my job |
had to charge up all my credit cards just to
pay the bills. | Karen charged up her Visa card
on 2 shopping. trip to Macy's.

3 |bs charged up |
AmE to feel excited and very eager to do
something:  We came out onto the playing
field, charged up and determined to win.
charge with
to state officially that you think someone is
guilty of a crime, especially so that a court of
law can decide whether they should be pun-
ished: Police arrested Reid and charged him
with murder. |He was charged with possession
of illegal drugs.

charge sb with doing sth Ames was charged
with spying for the Russians.

L |be charged with [sth|
formal to officially have a particular responsi-
bility or duty: The Committee is charged with
investigating the causes of the accident. | The
board was charged with the task of seeing that
new courses were of the right standard.

3 be charged with emotionlangerl
excitement
formal to be full of emotion, anger, or excite-
ment: Sabrina s voice was charged with emo-
tion, and | could see that she was still upset.

CHASE

chased, chased, chasing

chase after

1 |chase after |ﬂ]

to use a lot of time and effort trying to get
something that you want: During elections,
politicians have to chase after thousands of
dollars to support their campaign. | We spend
the morning chasing after bargains in the

sales.
chase after IS

to try very hard to have a romantic or sexual
relationship ~ with someone:  Jacob never
stopped chasing after young women, even
when he was married. | If you keep chasing
after guys like that, they're never going to be
interested in you.

|chasa|sblslh|awa.)4| |chasaawa.)c~ '

to make a person or animal go away by
running towards them in a threatening way:
The storekeeper chased the men away with
his gun. | Two large dogs brutally attacked a

0

X,

~N

1z

10-year-old boy until a neighbor chased them
away.
* SIMILARTO: chase off

lchase down ~ Ichase Ishisth |down |

to succeed in finding or catching someone or
something:  Police departments  concentrate
on chasing down criminals, rather than help-
ing communities to prevent crime. | Latapy
broke through the 4gers defense, chased down
the ball, and scored a touchdown.

chase oft bbistn |~ soistn los |

to make a person or animal go away by scar-
ing them or running towards them in a
threatening  way: Westill talk about the time
Grandpa chased off a gang of boys with the
kitchen broom. |A Navy ship was attacked by
two smaller boats, but managed to chase them
off before any harm was done.

* SIMILARTO: chase away

oowe D> e DI

BrE to remind someone to do something they
promised to do for you: | had to chase Dick

up o get the reports | asked for last week.
|chase Isth |U.|.|.\] Ir.has& .U.p ls= |

BrE to try to find something because people
need it: Can you chase up thatfile jar me?

|chase up lsth chase ~

BrE to try to make sure that something is paid
or done, especially when it has taken too
long: The company employs a team of 20
people to chase up unpaid bills.

CHAT
chatted, chatted, chatting

chat up

1 jch_atﬂD'S_m |chat~ ﬂp_l X

BrE informal to talk to someone who you feel
sexually attracted to and try to persuade
them to start a sexual relationship with you:
Wefound Doug in the bar, trying to chat up a
waitress. | He said | had nice eyes, and |
thought he was trying to chat me up.

* SIMILARTO: hit op AmE. spoken_ informol
| chat ﬂp ~_ lchat Isb Iﬂp |~

AmE informal to talk with someone in a friend-
ly way, especially when you want them to
help you or give you something: Malone will
chat up anyone who walks into his store. |
Gwen felt obligated to chat her boss up after
work.



CHEAT

cheated, cheated, cheating

1 lmea.t.m]:

to deceive your husband, wife, or sexual part-
ner by secretly having sex with someone else:
A recent study shows that a third of all married
people have cheated on their husbands or
wives at least one time. | When Sherry discov-
ered that her boyfriend had been cheating on
her, she finished = with him immediately.

2 Iah.ea.t.g.nj:

AmE to behave in a dishonest way in order to
get better results in a test: Fred confessed to
his parents that he had cheated on his biology
test. | Chris got a good grade on the Spanish
quiz, but | know he cheated on part of it.

*
_ SIMILAR TO: cheat

3 |gheat on your taxes |

AmE to hide information or lie about how
much money you make in order to pay less
tax: Perkins spent five years in jail for
cheating on his taxes.

CHECK

checked, checked, checking

1$1' | check in |
to go to the desk at an airport in order to
show your ticket and give them your bags to
put on the plane: For international flights
you'll need to check in two hours in advance. |
Where do we check infor flight 409?

check-in N [SINGUIAR]

the place at the airport where you show
your ticket and give them your bags to put
on the plane: Werushed over to the check-
in and showed the man our tickets.

check-in time N [cl
the time when you have to check in at an
airport:  Check-in time is 9.30, one hour

1 hefore "
-F .check in= LﬂxﬂiLJ::L__
to give your bags to a person who works at
the desk in the airport, so they can weigh
them and put them on the plane: People were
waiting to check in their luggage. |How many
bags do you want to check in?

R T L R
to look at someone's ticket and take their

bags, before they get on a plane: | can check
you in over here, sir.

~Icheckinl

to go to the desk at a hotel and say that you
have arrived, and get the keys to.your room:
Bernstein checked in at Miami S most expen-
sive hotel. | There was a long wait at the
reception desk, where everyone was checking
in.

*SIMILARTO: check into, book in/into BrE

+ OPPOSITI: check out

|check. mJ: check s~

AmEto return a book, video etc to the library
after you have borrowed it: | need to check
my books in by Friday.

*
SIMILAR TO: retu rn

check into

|check into ~

to go to the desk at a hotel and say that you
have arrived, get the keys to your room etc:
It was about llpm when | got to Burlington
and checked into the Holiday Inn. | Travelers
were forced to check into motels Thursday
because of icy roads and snow.

fSIMIIAR 10:. check in, book infinto BrE

check info =

to try to get more information about some-
thing: Blackman said he'd check into the mat-
ter and call me back. | Tyson checked into the

possibility of a summer holiday in Greece, but
decided it was too expensive.

fswlLARE look into

lcheck into =

especially AmE if you check into a hospital or
medical centre, you go there to stay for a
while because you need medical help: Riley
checked into Shands Hospital with severe
stomach pains. | Lionel checked into a drug

treatment center in an attempt to get himself
off heroin.

check off . ”

a kﬁﬂs& nﬁlﬁhl Lmﬂdslﬂblﬂﬁl

to make a mark next to something on a list to
show that you have dealt with it or looked at
it: Once each job has been completed, you can
check it off and begin to work on something
else. | His wife checked off the names of the
guests as they arrived.

*S.I.M.I.I.ABIQ; dick off BrE
b |check ﬂt |check |S_th |ﬂ|

AmME to make a mark next to an answer on a
list of choices or answers to a question, in
order to show which one you have chosen:
Look over the list and check off the ten issues
that seem most important toyou. i If you'd like
a representative to call you, please check off
the box on the right.

* SIMILAR TO: check AmE, tick off BrE



CHECK
I

1 Igheck oo [SOTSH]

to find out if someone is doing what they are
supposed to be doing, or that something is
happening the way that you want: Company
executives sometimes come to the office to
check on employees. | “Dinner's almost
ready,” Alice said, opening the oven door to
check on the roast.

- SIMUAR IO check up on
2 Icheckon~

to make sure that someone or something is
safe, or has everything they need: Adrienne
often checks on her elderly neighbours across
the street. | Honey, can you go upstairs and
check on the kids? | Would you mind checking
on our house a couple of times while we're on

holiday?

J Icheckon~
to try to get more information about some-
thing: | stopped at the camping store to check
on the price of tents. | Please do not call our
office to check on the status of your application.
check out

1 loheck our = e

to get more information about something or
someone, especially so that you can find out
if they are suitable or good, or whether what
you have been told about them is true: After
checking out several colleges, Karen decided
on lowa State University. | Check us out on
our new website! | The man in the store said he

needed to check out my credit background.
2a Icheck out |s_th| |check I~~

to make sure that information is true or cor-
rect: You should check out all the facts before
you make a decision.

_* SIMILAR. IO. investigate

H 1

I~ ianh out I
if information  checks out, it is shown to be
true or correct: As long as your references
check out, we'll give you the job. | Anyone
whose credit history checks out can get a low-
Interest loan,

J Icheck out =
AmE to

= shisth Jout |
look at someone or something
because they are interesting,  attractive,
unusual etc: Let's check out the castle before
we go back to the hotel. |1 turned around and
caught Bill checking me out.
check it out/check this out spoken, especially
AmE Hey, check it out! Bob has a new
haircut!

4 |Igheck out |

to return your room keys and pay your bill at
a hotel so that you can leave: What time do
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=

1

we have to check out? | After checking out, I
realized | had left my purse in the room.

OPPOSITE: check in

checkout N [SINGULAR]
when you prepare to leave a hotel by pay-

ing your bill and returning your room
keys: Checkout is at 10am.
AmE to borrow or rent something from a

business, such as books from a library: The
library allows you to check out six books at a
time.

| check stmu:_| |nh.e.cL out =

AmE to add up prices of a customer's prod-
ucts in a store and take payment for them: |
can check you out on cash register 5.

I check out |

AmE to let a store worker add up the prices of
products you want to buy, and then pay for
them: It's going to take forever to check out!
This line has 10 people in it!

checkout N [e]

the place in a supermarket (=a large shop
that sells food) where you pay for the
goods that you have collected: We had to
wait for ages at the checkout.

|check out |

AmE informal to die: My grandmother
checked out one day without any warning.

check over

just

|check = over |

|check over

to examine something to make sure it is cor-
rect, acceptable, or working  properly:

Mechanics checked over the engine before the
plane took off. | Would you mind checking over
my application for me before I send it off?

_ SIMILAR T0: look over
|check |§b|0ver | |check over ~

to examine someone to make sure they are
healthy: f'd like Dr Harris to check you over
once more hefore you leave the office. |
Dunston was pulled off the football field and
checked over by a doctor.

* ’
SIMILAR TO: examine, look over

| check through =~

to examine a collection of things or the con-
tents of something, because you are trying to
find something: I've checked through all my
drawers, but there's no sign of my red
sweater. | The police checked through the sus-
pect's bank statements, and discovered that
she had received a payment of $200,000 on
July 6th.

*SIMILAR 70: look through



73 CHEW

2 |ghgg|s through |~| i through I 2 |ghg§|; Iﬂh |up| |ghg§|; up |§Ih,]
to examine something to make sure that to make a place look more attractive and
there are no mistakes in it or no problems cheerful: I've brought someflowers. J thought
with it: 1just want to check through my work they'd cheer the place up a little.
before | hand it in to the teacher. * SimMiar To: brighten up
check up
CHEESE

| check Hg| | check up =~

BrE to make sure that you have the correct |EM0_ff|
information about something: 1 don't know if
you need a visa for India - you'd better check
up first before you buy your ticket.

checkup N [cl

when a doctor examines you to see if you
are healthy: Doctors recommend a yearly
checkup for most adults.

BrE informal to be bored, annoyed, or disap- -
pointed with something: What S wrong with
David? He looks really cheesed off.
+ withlabout I'm totally cheesed off with
this class. | He S a bit cheesed off about
having to work every Saturday.
* SIMILAR TO: fed up

| CHEW

hewed, chewed, chewi
to try to find out if someone is doing what chewed, - chewed, - chewing

they should be doing, especially secretly: I
Immigration  officials checked up on him and
found that he was using a stolen passport. | Lchewon~

My boss doesn't trust anyone and he S always

coming into the office to check up on me informal, especially AmE to think about a ques-

* ) tion, problem, or idea carefully for a period
- SIMILAR To: check on of time: The movie ended suddenly, leaving
2 Icheck wp on ISh the audience to chew on the disturbing scenes

they had just watched. | Why don't you chew
on it over the weekend, and make a decision
by Monday?

SIMIIAR TO: ponder formal, chew over

to make sure that someone is still safe and
healthy: ~ "I'll be back in a few minutes to
check up on you," promised Dr Finnegan. |
Munson encouraged college students who go
out drinking to stay together and check up on
each other:

* SiMiAR To: check on Iaumiﬂ},]m | lgnm g_uj__[_l_ll

AmE informal to talk angrily to someone to
CHEER show that you disapprove of what they have
done: My boss chewed me out for not getting

cheered, cheered, cheering the report in on time

] * SMILAR TO: bawl out AmE informal, tell off, lay
into

cheer on ~ |cheer |Sb/sth ~
—_ ——— chew over
to shout in order to encourage someone who
is taking part in a game, race, or competitiop: Ichew gver [~ =th over |
6,000 fans cheered on their teams in the high . . .
school basketball championship game. | With to think about a question, problem, or idea
friends and family cheering me on, I finished carefully for a period of time, or to discuss it in
the marathon in less than four hours. detail: | can't give you an answer right away -

Jneed some time to chew it over. | Commenta-
tors have been chewing over the implications of
the chancellor S announcement.

. .
1 cheer .u.nl I&hﬂ[_ kbj: Iahﬂr.m.[.'.“ * SIMILAR TO: ponder formal, chew on informal,

to feel happier after you have been feeling mull over

sad or upset, or to make someone do this:

Cheer up, Jerry. It can't be that bad. | We took

Randy f(_)r a weekend_ trip to New eregns to 1 Ichewup~ Ichewls~

cheer him up after his divorce. | Listening to -

music always cheers me a up a bit. | Craig to crush food with your teeth in order to
needs cheering up. What should we do? break it into smaller pieces before swallowing

it: Tommy chewed up his vegetables without



2 IChewuplsthl

CHICKEN

complaining. |1 tried to chew up the meat, but
it tasted so horrible | had to spit it out.

Ichewl~

to crush something with your teeth, with the
result that it is broken into small pieces or
has a lot of holes in it: The dogs will chew up
the furniture  if we don't watch them carefully. |
Be careful to keep the papers away from the
baby or she'll chew them up

|chew .Um: IChewlsthl = _

if a machine chews something up, it damages

or destroys it, especially by crushing or
breaking it into small pieces: The printer is
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has just said: "ItS a great idea," my sister Rose
chimed in. | At the teachers' meeting Mrs
Larsen complained about the low pay, and soon
all the other teachers were chiming in as well.

chime in with

ichime. o with =

especially BrE to be similar to someone else's
opinions or feelings, or be similar to what

someone has just said: Churchill S speeches
chimed in with the national mood at the time.

* .
SIMILAR TO: agree with

CHIP
chipped, chipped, chipping

chip away at

chewing the paper up again. |Be careful- that
engine could chew your finger up.

CHICKEN

chickened, chickened, chickening | chin A

to gradually reduce something or make
| . | something  disappear: Book sales over the
chicken. out Internet are chipping away at the profits of
informal  to decide not to do something retail bookstores. | The Rockets were slowly
because you are too afraid - used especially chipping away at their opponents' lead. |
to show disapproval: Foreman S opponent Smokers complain that anti-smoking  cam-

chickened out at the last minute and said he
didn't want tofight.

paigns have chipped away at their rights.

Chipin
chicken out on sb Tomorrow S the race - P
you're not chickening out on us, are you? 1 ichip in:
chick.en out of doing sth At the last minute informal if each person in a group chips in
I c.hlcken.ed out of going _to Afrlca and they all give a small amount of money in
. decided instead to take a holiday in Italy. order to pay for something together: When
SIMILAR TO: wimp out informal Mona retired, all her eo-workers chipped in
and bought her a going away present. |If we

CHILL all chip in, we should be able to get something
chilled, chilled, chilling ;ea"y nice.
SIMILAR TO: contribute
2 Ichip inl
1 especially BrE to interrupt a conversation in
spoken informal  to relax: "What are you order to say something: “Chris is also a real-
doing?" "Nothing much. Just chilling out" | ly good football player." Alex chipped in.

With everyone trying to chip in at once, it was

The band were chilling out in their hotel room vV 8
difficult to hear what anyone was saying.

after the concert.

*SIMILAR T0: relax
> QUiGU] CHIVVY
spoken informal used to tell someone not to chiwie 'C_IWIE » GG
worry or not to get annoyed or too excited: ch|vvy along/up " p.

Hey girl, chill He S not worth
worrying about.

*
SIMILAR TO: calm down

CHIME
chimed, chimed, chiming

out, okay!

| ety 15 | atongup |

BrE to try to make someone do something
more quickly, especially because you think
they are taking too long: Go and see if you
can chivvy the kids up a bit.

*
SIMILAR TO: hurry along/up
lchime . in

to say something in a conversation, especially
by agreeing with or adding to what someone



75 CHOW,

CHOKE CHOOSE
choked, choked, choking chose, chosen, choosing
choke back choose up

choke back tears/anger/
disappointment etc

to force yourself not to cry or show your
feelings about something: Dole choked back
tears as he announced his resignation. |
Choking back his own disappointment, he
congratulated his opponent on his victory.
*SIMILAR T0: choke down, force back, hold
back

Ichoke down =~ Ichoke =  down | ><

to eat or drink something with difficulty,
especially because you do not like it, or
because you are ill or upset: | managed to
choke down part of the soup and promised to
try tofinish the rest of it later. | Trying to be
polite, Janie took a small portion of the meat
and began to choke it down. ../

*swiar 1o force down r>
|choke down Isth | lchoke ~  down |

to force yourself not to show your feelings:
"All right,” | said, choking down my tears,
"I'llapologise to Mrs James,"

* smiLar To: choke back, hold back, fight
back

Ichoke  off Isth]

to stop the supply of something: The govern-
ment is increasing its efforts to choke off the
flow of cocaine from Latin America to the
United States.

*
SIMILAR To: stop, block

|choke up | Ichoke Ish |upy

to have difficulty speaking because you are
almost crying, or to make someone do this:
When she was thanking her family for all the
help over the years, she started to choke up. |
Louis Armstrong's song ‘Wonderful ~World'
chokes me up every time | hear it.

choked up Ap)

when you have difficulty  speaking
because you are almost crying: Bill wanted
to thank the woman, but he was too choked
up to speak.

looie o k] b I~

to block a street or area etc so that people or
traffic cannot easily move through it: Com-
muter traffic chokes up the freeways during
rush hour.

Ighoose up = Ichoose wp |

AmE to divide a group of people into teams,
usually to play a game or sport: We chose up
different teams, and started a new game.

* .
SIMILAR TO: pick

CHOP
chopped, chopped, chopping

lchop down =~ Ichop ~  down |

to make a tree fall to the ground by cutting it
with an axe '(=a sharp heavy tool) The
American legend says that George Washington
chopped down a cherry tree.

SIMILAR TO: cut down

lchoo oft lsth | Ichop =
to remove something using a knife or other
sharp tool: Chop off the ends of the carrots
before you peel them. | The thieves threatened
to chop her fingers offifshe  didn't give them
her rings.

* simILAR TO: cut off, hack off

lchopup~  Ichop~

to cut something, especially food or wood,
into smaller pieces: Dad was chopping up
wood for the fire. | Chop up a cup of green or
black olives and add them to the sauce. | You
should chop the onion up into tiny pieces and
mix it with the peppers.

*
SIMILAR TO: cut up

CHOW

chowed, chowed, chowing

chow down

Ichow down |

AmE Informal to eat - especially to eat a lot of
food with enjoyment: It's not the nicest place
in town to chow down, but they do serve a
good steak dinner.
+ on Manhattan diners can chow down on
Southwestern  food at The Lone Cactus
Restaurant on Houston Street.



CHUCK

CHUCK
chucked, chucked, chucking

:
N

]
MLliﬂll |chuck g1 away |

informal, especially BrE to get rid of something
you no longer need: Wehad to chuck a lot of
stuff away when we moved.

* )
siMILAR TO: throwaway, chuck out informal

|it_'s chucking (it) down |

BrE spoken informal used to say that it is rain-
ing very hard: It's been chucking down for
days now - when is it going to stop!

SIMILAR TO: pour down

1.
l;
BrE Informal to suddenly stop doing some-
thing, especially your job or your course of
study: She chucked in aperfectly good job and
went to live with her boyfriend.
chuck it (all) in Sometimes [feel like chuck-
ing it all in and going off to Indiafor ayear.
SIMILAR TO: quit, give up, throw in BrE

chuck in~ Ichuck |~

Ichuck out |S_th] |chuck |s_th|0_ut|

informal to get rid of something you no longer
need: Instead of just chucking out your old
clothes, why not give them to charity? | You
can chuck out the milk - it's been in the fridge
for weeks.

* amuar 100 throw out, chuck away informal
chuck o_utt |chuck §J%|

BrE informal to force someone to leave a place,
especially because they are behaving badly:
She found out he was having an affair, and so
she chucked him out.
+ of Ife got chucked out of the pub last night
for making too much noise.
* smiar To: throw out, kick out
chucking-out time BrE informal n [U)
when a pub (~a place where you can drink
alcohol) closes for the night: They stayed at
the pub until chucking-out time.

ltwec o | leow p bt koo [~

BrE informal to vomit (~bring food or drink up
from your stomach and out through your
mouth, because you are ill) [was chucking up
all night - 1 think it must have been the shell-
fish.

* MR To: vomit, throw up

CHUG
chugged, chugged, chugging

|.cb.u.g. along. | usuAILY  PROGRESSNE

doing something  or
developing in the same way as before, but
very slowly and steadily: Economists expect
Japan 's economy to keep chugging along,
although at a slower pace than before. |
“We're chugging along, trying to resolve all
these problems,” said Gary Hansen, who is
leading the campaign to build a new sports
stadium.

Informal  to continue

CHUM

chummed, chummed, chumming

|chum around |

AmE informal to be friendly with someone or

to do things together with someone as a
friend
+ with “Saunders is always chumming

around with me. He's cool," says the

Giants' batboy.
* smiLar To: pal around AmE in(ormal

Ichum upl
old-fashioned to become friends with someone

+ with Lani soon chummed up with the girl
in the room next door:

* SMiLar To: pal up BrE in(ormol

CHURN

churned, churned, churning

churn out

to quickly produce large quantities of some-
thing, especially without caring about quali-
ty: In recent years, large corporations have
built overseas factories to churn out clothing
and toys. | She used to churn out at least one
novel each year.

* )
siMiLAR TO: crank out AmE in(ormal

hmnuﬂmllmmﬂm;_

if something churns up the ground, water,
dust etc, it moves it around with a lot of force:
Strong winds have churned up huge dust storms
in southern California this week. | The storm
churned up 10-/00t waves off southern
Thailand, sinking more than 20 boats.



7 CLEAN

2 lchurn up |Sth] |Chum |~ clap out the rhythmlbeat My piano teacher
always made me clap out the rhythm first

before | tried toplay a new tune.

to damage the surface of something, espe-
cially by walking on it or driving over it
Heavy trucks and buses are churning up the
freeways. | They put up afence to keep the CLAW
neighbourhood ~ kids from churning up the  clawed, clawed, clawing
lawn.

*SIMILARTO: plough up
1 llaw at Isthish |

to tear or pull at something, using your fin- :
gers or nails: Jenna suddenly raised her hand ,
clam up and clawed at hisface. |1 was woken up by the i
cat clawing at the bedroom door.

Iclamupl X 2 iclaw at ishlsth |

informal to suddenly stop talking or to refuse to
say anything about a subject, because you do
not want to talk about it or because you are
shy: Howard clammed up as soon as the others
came into the room. |1 tried asking him about

CLAM
clammed, clammed, clamming

literary if an emotion or feeling claws at you,
you feel it very strongly in a way that is
unpleasant: Jealousy clawed at her, and she
wanted to scream.

Eileen, but hejust clammed up completely. claw back
clam up on sb (=suddenly stop talking to
someone about something) Celia won- 1 |glaw back @] |ctaw @] back |
dered why her mother clammed up on her to gradually get back something that you had
whenever she asked what had happened to lost by working hard and in a very deter-
her father in the war. mined way: Through heavy advertising, the
company managed to claw back its share of
CLAMP t\?eltmarktet.t (IjTtwo Imonttr:s kbi;or? tge e_Iecgor;),
f eltsin started to claw back the lead gainel
clamped, clamped, clamping his Communist  rival. ’ ’
Clamp down 2 lglaw back @] | claw _@] back |
Iclamp . down | BrE if a government or organization  claws

back money which it has spent, it finds a
way of gradually getting it back: The govern-
ment is attempting to claw back the budget
deficit, which currently stands at £50 billion. |

if the authorities clamp down on something
or someone they take action in order to stop
them or limit them ~ used especially in news

reports Although he cut income tax, the Chancellor
+ on The new French government_ has was able to claw back the money through
announced plans to clamp down on illegal hidden charges on investments and pensions.

immigrants. | The police are really clamp-

ing down on drunk drivers. | South African CLEAN

leaders vowed to clamp down on the vio-  cleaned, cleaned, cleaning
lence sweeping the province. | The govern-

ment S clamping down on tax evasion.

* SIMILARTO: crack down | |~ | @] |
down down,

clampdown N [cl

when the authorities suddenly take action BrE to clean the surface of something thor-

to stop something happening or to limit it oughly: Make sure that you clean the walls

+ on calls for a clampdown on gun owner- down_ before you start painting. | All the

ship machines are cleaned down at the end of each
day.

+ against a clampdown against opposition
groups in Burma

CLAP [ o o @) Lo ko~

clapped, clapped, clapping

* SIMILARTO: wash down

to clean the inside of something and throw

clap out away anything in it that you do not need or
want: | spent Saturday morning cleaning out
|c|ag out. |s_th| |c|ag |s_th lout | the fridge and thefood cupboards. | When are

you going to clean out your room - itS in a

BrE to hit your hands together in order to terrible mess!

produce a pattern of sound



CLEAN

4a

4b

clean-out N [SINGULAR]

when you clean a place thoroughly and
throwaway  things in it that you do not
need or want: It's time we had a thorough
clean-out in this house.

|clean out = lclean ~th Jout |

to remove dirt, dust, leaves etc from a place
when they are blocking it: Before the winter,
you should check the gutters and clean out any
rubbish. | The nurse carefully washed the
wound and cleaned out the dirt and grit.

Iclean = out

I |~
clean out

to clean the place where an animal is kept:
The stables have to be cleaned out every day.
clean out the fishlhorses/chickens etc BrE

It's your turn to clean out the fish.
Iclean. |SbJ.n.uL | |d.aan. out =

informol  if something cleans you out, it costs
so much money that you have no more left:
It was a great holiday, but it really cleaned us
out. | When I pay the bills, I'll be cleaned out.

Iclean IS0 |oun

if someone cleans you out, you have to give
them all your money: The divorce was very
expensive - my wife cleaned me out completely.

= Icleanout~
informal to steal everything from a place,
of someone's  possessions
clean the place out The thieves had com-
pletely cleaned the place out.

or all

...T;p\] |c|ean up |§| |c|ean |S~

to make a place or person clean and tidy,
after they have become very dirty: fVespent
all Saturday morning cleaning up after the
party. | A lot of money needs to be spent on
cleaning up our beaches.
clean yourself up You 'clbetter clean your-
self up before dinner!

clean up the mess BrE | don't mind you
having aparty, as long as you clean up the
mess afterwards.

*SIMILAR T0: clear up
clean-up N [SINGULAR]
when you clean a place thoroughly and
make it tidy, especially when it is very
dirty: This kitchen could do with a bit of a

letean wp = lctean Isthlup |

to remove dirt, water, poisonous gases etc
from something in order to make it clean
again: There was mud all over the carpet and
it took me ages to clean it up. | The way to
clean up pollution in our cities is to limit the
amount of traffic allowed in.

SIMILAR TO: clear up

clean-up AD) [ALWAYS BEFORE NOUN]

concerned with removing the dirt, water,
poisonous gases etc caused by a disaster:
Equipment was sent to help with the clean-

at Chernobyl.

S

to improve the moral standards in a place or
organization and stop people behaving in an
illegal or dishonest way: The new governor
was determined to clean up Arizona's poli-
tics. + New laws aimed at cleaning up the
financial ~ services industry will soon be in
place.

clean-up AD) [ALWAYS BEFORE NOUN]
concerned with getting rid of dishonest or
criminal activities: a clean-up campaign to

prevent the sale of illegal drugs
lclean up vour act |

informal to improve the way in which you do
something and start behaving in a more
acceptable  way: The industries that are
responsible for this pollution must clean up
their act. | Lou was really wild as a teenager,
but recently he's started to clean up his act.

|ctean L)

informal to win or earn a very large amount of
money: We really cleaned up at the races
today.

CLEAR
cleared, cleared, clearing

~|
away |

| clear away = | clear

lctear away |

to put away the things that you have been
using so that a place looks neat again, espe-
cially after a meal: By ten-thirty we ‘clcleared
away the breakfast things and everyone was
ready to go out. | You'clbetter clear all these
toys away before your grandmother  gets
here. | Mum was watching television, so the
rest of us cleared away and washed up.

:(SIMILAR TJ0. clear up BrE, tidy away
|ds=.a.r_m|

to move away from a place: The protesters
slowly cleared away from the building when
the police arrived.

|.claa.L.nﬁL| ~

spoken, espeCially BrE used to tell someone
rudely and angrily to go away: Clear off and
don't come back!

SIMILAR TO: go away, push off! BrE spoken
informol, buzz off! spoken informal



~

.2 Iclear offl \nlea.l:n.ttJ:'

informal, especially BrE to leave a place quickly:
Frank cleared off at about ten o 'clock. without
saying where he was going.
+to | couldn't stand the English climate, so
| cleared off to America as soon as | could.

tear ous s | lotear L -

to make aroom, cupboard etc tidy and throw
away the things in it you do not need or
want anymore: While | was clearing out the
attic, | found some old photographs of my
mother. | It took them hours just to clear out
the hall cupboards.

clear-out N [SINGULAR]

when you make a place tidy and throw
away the things in it that you do not need
or want anymore: Look at this mess - it's
time we had a big clear-out in here.

|clear. out |

informal to leave a place or building quickly or
suddenly, especially permanently: By the time
the police arrived the men had already
cleared out.

+ of I'll give you two hours to collect your
things and clear out of here!
clear out! (=used to tell someone rudely
and angrily to leave a place) Clear out! |
don't want to see you again!

* SIMILARTO: get out

|M gg| |Mgﬂ|ﬂ |c|ear =

BrE to put things back where they are usually
kept and make a place clean and tidy, espe-
cially after a meal, party etc. Let's clear up as
quickly as possible and then watch the film on
v
clear up the mess BrE I went through to the
front room to clear up the mess.
clear up after sb (=make a place clean and
tidy after someone else has made it dirty
and untidy) I'm tired of clearing up after
other people all the time!
* SIMILARTO; tidy up BIE

lctear up 15th) lclear b= -

to solve a problem or deal with a disagree-
ment or a situation in which people have
become confused: Talks continued late into
the night in an effort to clear up the remaining
difficulties. | Why don't you phone him and
clear up the confusion? | There are various
problems of organization that still need to be
cleared up.

*SIMILARTO: sort out

* s o O e

>(

CLIMB

to find an explanation for something that is
strange and hard to understand:  Officials
have been unable to clear up the mystery of
how the ship caughtfire. | The case was never
cleared up completely and no one knows what
happened to the man suspected of her murder.

X sl ARTO: solve
|£1ea.|: u.pl |.d.ea.r_ u.p.@.E| |c|ear |"‘

if an illness or infection clears up, or if medi-
cine clears it up, it gets better and disappears:
Keep taking the antibiotics and the infection
should clear up within a week. | The doctor
prescribed a cream which will help to clear it
up.

|the. weather clears wplit clears up |

if the weather clears up, it stops raining and
becomes more pleasant: If the weather clears
up, why don't we go to the beach this after-
noon? | The weather forecast said that it
would clear up later in the day.

*SIMILARTO: brighten up

CLEAVE
cleaved, cleaved, cleaVing

cleave to

|deaa4am|5m|

formal to continue to believe that a particular
idea, method etc is right, even when most
other people have stopped believing this:
There are people in the former Soviet Union
who still cleave to the old Marxist ideology of
a one-party state.

CLICK

clicked, clicked, clicking

click on

ltiek on (B

to make a computer perform an operation by
pressing a button on the mouse in order to
choose something on the screen. A mouse is
a small object connected to a computer,
which you move with your hand to give
commands to the computer: Once you have
entered your data, click on OK. | Click on the
printer icon with the right mouse button.

CLIMB

climbed, climbed, climbing

|ctimb down |

BrE to admit that you were wrong in an argu-
ment, or agree to accept other people's
demands: Neither side in the dispute has been

willing to climb down.
* SIMILARTO: back down

1C

N
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climbdown N [e]

when you admit that you were wrong, or
agree to accept other people's demands:

This change in policy has been seen as a
humiliating climbdown by the government.

CLING

clung, clung, clinging
cling to/cling on to
1 lIcling (on) fo the idea/hope/belief  etc |

to continue to have a particular idea, belief,
or hope even when it seems unlikely to be
true or right: He was clinging desperately to
the hope that his family might be alive and
safe somewhere. | The government clung on to
the idea of a negotiated settlement as a way
out of their difficulty.

* smiLar To: hold onto/on to sth

2 cling (on) to the past/to tradition/
to the old ways etc

to continue to do something in the way you
always have done because you do not want
to change, even when most other people
have changed: He accused me of clinging to
the past, instead of looking to the future. | It
was a small community, which still clung on to
its o
3 Icling (on) to power |

to stay in a position of power with great dif-
ficulty: The reforms were seen as an attempt
by the Communists to cling to power.

4 cling (on) to your lead/the
championship/the  gold medal etc

to stay ahead of the other people or teams in
a competition, race etc with great difficulty:
Tiger Woods managed to cling on to his lead,

despite a late challenge from the Europeans.
5 lcling on o life |
6) struggle to stay alive after an accident,
feration etc, especially when you are very
il and likely to die: An eighteen-year-old man

was still clinging to life after being shot in the
head in Santa Clara.

CLOCK

clocked, clocked, clocking

|ctock inyon |

to record the time that you arrive at work,
especially by putting a special card into a
machine: Staff are expected to clock in when
they arrive at the factory. |1 used to clock on
at eight in the morning every day.

« orrosrrt:  clock off/out

|c|ock inat |~

to have a particular time, weight etc, when
this information is being officially recorded:
The next time she ran the race, she clocked in
at 41.81 seconds. | At £699, the Olivetti
PG404 clocks in at less than half the price of
the Laser Jet 4.

| clock offiout |

to record the time that you leave work, espe-
cially by putting a special card into a
machine: She clocks off at 7.15 and goes home
to cook her family S supper.

- opposiTl: clock infon

clock u
|clock up lsth |

especially BrE to reach or achieve a large num-
ber or amount of something over a period of
time: The England team clocked up their third
successive win. | Jeremy Smith was jailed for
six months after clocking up his twelfth drink-
driving offence.

sIMILAR To: notch up, chalk up

CLOG
clogged, clogged, clogging

1 lclog up! [dOg up~ lgclog =~

if something such as a road or tube clogs up,
or something clogs it up, it becomes blocked
and nothing in it is able to move: The cofjee
machine keeps clogging up. | Fallen leaves
had clogged up the drains.

+ with The town centre was completely
clogged up with traffic this afternoon.
X swwar 10 block up
2 lIclog up the system |
if a lot of things clogs up the system,
they prevent it from working smoothly and
prevent things from being dealt with as

quickly as usual: All the extra applications for
passports have clogged up the system.

CLOSE

closed, closed, closing

—
1* Joiose gown |

if a business or organization closes down, it
stops operating for a short time or perma-
nently: Even in Washington, cafes, shops and




~N

offices closed down during the recession. | The
Bowes was a thriving rock disco during the
eighties, but it closed down two years ago. |
The college has closed down for the summa

¥ awiar 10 shut down

|down I

Iclose down 5th | =
to stop a business or an organization operat-
ing for a short time or permanently: The

restaurant was closed down by the
Environmental Health Department. | In the
end, they had to close down a number of the
company S European offices.

fsmmLAR 10. shut down
|close down |

BrE when radio or television closes down, it
stops broadcasting at the end of the day:
BBC2 closes down at 12.45 tonight.
closedown N [U]
BrE when radio or television stop being
broadcast at the end of the day: the late-
night closedown

close ini X...
to move closer and closer to someone or
something, especially in order to attack them

or stop them escaping: The lions were run-

ningfaster  and faster, closing infor the kill.
+ on [ knew that the gang was closing in on
me - there was nowhere for me to run. |
Serb forces began closing in on Srebrenica
and the UN was powerless to stop them.

lacee I -Z:

if bad weather closes in, it starts to get

worse: Sarah glanced at the sky, anxious to

get home before the weather closed in. | The

fog began to close in and we couldn't see a

thing.

|mf_ night closes. in |

if the night closes in, it gradually becomes

darker: It was 8 o'clock, and the night was
already starting to close in.

Iclose inl  )I...

if trees, mountains, walls etc close in, they

seem to surround you and be close together
or be very close to you: At Urepel the moun-
tains close in and the road ends. | The path got
narrower and narrower as the trees closed in
on all sides.

Ithe days close ipl

BrEif the days close in, it gradually gets darker
earlier because it is the autumn: It was the
beginning of September, and already the days
were closing in.

* SMILAR To: draw in BrE

81
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close off

lclose off = |close’ 5 |off]

to block the entrance to a particular area or
road in order to prevent people from going
there: Police closed off the whole road while
they dealt with the accident. | With more than
5,000 fans waiting to see Schwarzenegger; the
area around Planet Hollywood had to be
closed off.

+ to Parts of the palace were closed off to
the public for redecoration and repair

*SIMILAR To: seal off
close on

Icloseon~

BrEto gradually get closer and closer to a per-
son or an animal, especially in a race or when
you are trying to catch them: He ran the
length of the pitch with Steve Hackney closing
on him every second. | The other plane was
only about one hundred feet above the sea,
and we closed on it rapidly.

liose cut = lctose b ]~

to prevent light or noise from reaching a
place by closing windows, curtains etc: He
shut the windows, closing out the noise from
the schoolyard across the road.

fSIMILAR T0. block out, shut out

Iclose out ~ Iclose ~  out |

to make something end, especially a sports
game or competition:  Friday S game against
Texas will close out the regular season.

* swag 10 wrap up

Iclose out ~ Iclose =~ out |

AmE if a store closes out on a type of goods,
it sells all of them cheaply: Manufacturers
who want to close out a line of goods can often
sell them to discount stores.

+ on Marshall S usually closes out on their
summer_ lines in August.

Iclose out ~

AmE if you close out a bank account, you
take all your money from it and say that you
no longer want the account: At the year send,
all temporary accounts are closed out.

biose 13- |L‘J.Q$£..Qu1[.|.|.|.

AmE to refuse to include someone in a group
or an activity: Swedish companies fear that
the EU will close them out of trade agree-
ments.

* SIMILAR To: exclude, shut out especially BrE

~C



CLOUD
close up

1 iclose up =~ iclose = iclose up |

if someone closes up a house, shop, or other
building, or it closes up, they shut and lock it
and leave it: | managed to get to the store just
before it closed upfor the night. | We decided
to close up the house for the winter and go
abroad.

* SIMILARTO; shut up

2 Icloseup~ =

if you close up a book, bag etc, you shut it:
She quickly put her money away and closed up
her bag. | Mr Martin closed up the file and
handed it to me across his desk.

f_smu_ARTo: shut, close

3 lolose upl
if people close up, they move nearer together:
The crowd around me had closed up, and
there was no way that I could leave.

4 Iclose Ul
if something such as a wound or a hole closes
up, the sides join together and it disappears:
Il take afew weeks for a deep cut like this to
close up completely.

I~c-lo-set-fi~

if you close something up, for example a

wound or a hole, you join the sides together

or you cover it: One of the student doctors
was given the task of closing up the wound.

CLOUD
clouded, clouded, clouding

5 lclose up =

1 |me.skymuds.mad.ilmuds.mer.

if the sky clouds over, it becomes covered
with clouds and the sun disappears: The sky
was starting to cloud over and we decided to
go indoors. |In the afternoon it clouded over
and cooled down 3 hit

2 lsh's face mu.ds.mdsbs.mmu.d.mﬂ|

if someone's face or eyes cloud over, they
suddenly look sad, worried, or angry: When I
mentioned her name, hisface suddenly cloud-
ed over. | Her O'es clouded over with the pain
of the memory.

CLOWN

clowned, clowned, clowning

|clown aroundlabout |

to behave in a silly or funny way, especially
In order to make people laugh: He was one of

those people who are always clowning
around, never taking anything seriously. | She
loves clowning around infront of an audience.

CLUB
clubbed, clubbed, clubbing

Iclub fogether |

BrE if a group of people club together to pay
for something, they all give some money and

share the cost together:  We all clubbed
together to buy her a leaving present.
CLUE
clued, clued, cluging
clue in &
'clue S0l in'
informal to give someone information about
something new or something that they need
to know

+ on Mark's already clued me in on what's
been happening while I've been away.
* SIMILARTO: fill in

Informal to know a lot about something and
understand it well: Ask Margaret, she's pretty
clued up about that sort of thing.

+ on Choosing the right wine can be con-
fusing, especially if you're not sufficiently
clued in on all the different brands available.

CLUMP
clumped, clumped, clumping

|c|qu together |_~

if you clump things together or they clump
together, they form a tight group or a solid
mass:  Grow the plants clumped together
rather than singly. | These cells tend to clump
together in the blood.

CLUSTER
clustered, clustered, clustering
cluster around
Also cluster round se

|cluster . aroundlround . =

to form a very close group around someone
or something: Afterwards, dozens of people
clustered around the speaker, waiting to ask




him questions. | Everyone was clustering
around fires, trying to keep warm.

*
SIMILAR TO: gather around/round

CLUTCH

clutched, clutched, clutching

clutch at

1 |ach ar @F

to try to get hold of something by moving
your hand quickly and suddenly, especially
to save yourself from falling: She clutched at
a branch as she felt herself falling.

_*SMI.I.ARIQ'. grasp at, grab at
|ctue a¢ @E

to hold a part of your body firmly, because it
is hurting: In the middle of the night Max
woke up groaning, clutching at his stomach.

CLUTTER

cluttered, cluttered, cluttering

|c|utter gp@l |c|utter |s_th~_

to fill a room, or cover an area with too many
things in an untidy or disorganized way:
Can't we get rid of these boxes - they've been
cluttering up the office for weeks now. | Try not
to let your computer screen get too cluttered
up.

COAST

coasted, caasted, caasting

coast along
|maslalo.ng|

to be fairly successful but without trying very
hard and without making as much progress as
you could: In recent years the team has been
content to coast along in the middle of the first
division. |John Major coasted along to afourth
Conservative victory on the back of Thatchers
achievements.

COBBLE
cobbled, cobbled, cobbling

(cabble together (]

= sth ltogether |

to make or produce something quickly and
often not very well, especially using whatever

you have available: We cobbled together some
lunch from thefood that was left in the fridge. |
It was hoped that the two leaders would cobble
together some kind of agreement.

* smiLar To: knock up informal

83 COLOUR

COCK

cocked, cocked, cocking

ook up (810] lcock = |cock up |

BrE informal to do something badly, or to spoil
an arrangement  or plan, especially by making
a stupid mistake: We would have won the con-
tract if | hadn't cocked it up! | Shearer cocked
up the shot and missed by a mile.
* SMILAR To: mess up informal
cock-upn [cl
BrE informal something that has been done
very badly, especially in an unnecessary
and stupid way
make a cock-up of sth He made a real
cock-up of his speech.

COIL

coiled, coiled, coiling

[milup@.El J(olo]] S—
to wind or twist something into a series of
rings: | helped him coil up the rope and put it

away. |Her longfair hair was coiled up on top
of her head.

COLLECT

collected, collected, collecting

collect up

leatiecs wp 1~ leaecs =

BrE to gather several things together: Martin
collected up the coins, and put them in his
pocket. | Collecting up the papers lying on the
desk, she left the office.

*
SIMILAR To: gather up

COLOUR BE COLOR aAmE
coloured, coloured, colouring BrE
colored, colored, calaring AmE

colour in
|9$>Jsm m@El |SLH9JJ.I: =

to fill a shape or picture with colour using

coloured pencils or paints: The children were

told to colour in the shapes they had drawn.
+with Sam had coloured the roofs in with a
red crayon.

[colour upj

if someone colours up, their face becomes
red because they are embarrassed or angry:
He stared at Mary, and she coloured up
instantly. | Seeing the huge crowd in front of
her, she colored up with embarrassment.

*
sIMILAR TO: blush
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COMB

combed, combed, combing

come across as (being) sth Lisa S teachers
always complain that she comes across as

lcomp out lsn | loomp = ot |

to comb someone's hair or an animal's fur
thoroughly, in order to make it straight or to
remove things from it: She was sitting infront
of the mirror, combing out her long fair hair. |
| washed my hair and combed out the tangles.

|comb through =

to search through a lot of information or
objeets in order to try and find the informa-
tion that you need, or an object that you
want: Police spent more than a day combing
through every piece of evidence they could
find. | We combed through Beatrice S posses-
sions, trying to find an address or a phone
number that could help us.

sIMILAR To: sift through

COME
came, came, coming

|mme.ahmm|

especially in a way that was not
planned or expected: The discovery of peni-
cillin came about entirely by chance. | The
Cold War came about because America and
the Soviet Union were deeply suspicious of
each other. | This increase infood production
has come about through the use of technology.

how did sth come about? When did life

begin on Earth, and how did it come about?

to happen,

~tcome across |sth/sh | ot passive

to find something or meet someone by
chance, when you are not expecting it: |
came across afascinating book in the library. |
Jill came across her son S diary when she was
tidying his room one day. | You must have
come across some weird and wonderful
people while you were there.

* suar 1o stumble across

2 Imm:;mh
to experience a particular type of problem,
situation ete: | expect you'll come across all
sorts of difficulties, but it Sstill worth trying. |
The judge said that he ‘clnever come across a
case quite like that before.

- SIMILAR IO meet
3 |come across |

to seem to be a particular
thing, or to have particular

type of person or
qualities

m

lazy. | In the interview, Madonna came
across as being very intelligent. | His com-
ments came across as rather unsympathetic.

come across well/badly (=make people
have a good or bad opinion of you) People
say heS a very nice man, but he comes
across badly on television.

fSMLI.AR I0o. come over especially BrE
4 lcome across |

if an idea or emotion comes across, people
understand  or notice it because it is clearly
expressed: What comes across very strongly
in her letters is her wonderful sense of
humour. | The Prime Minister S message came
across with absolute clarity.

SIMILAR TO: come over espeCially BrE

|come. aILeL_S..]

to chase or search for someone, often in
order to get something from them or punish
them: Ned looked round and saw two police
officers coming after him. | Isabel knew that
Fitzlan would come after her, wherever she
went.

come along
, |come along |

to go somewhere with someone or to go to
the same place as them: We're going to watch
the football - do you want to come along? |
You go ahead if you're in a hurry - I'll come

along later.
$,"1mm:; along |

if something new such as a job or an oppor-
tunity comes along, it becomes available for
you: This job came along just at the right
time. | If a deal came along obviously | would
consider it. | You really must take advantage of
any opportunities that come along.

X sMuar 1o, come up

<> | come atong |

to arrive or appear somewhere - use this espe-
cially about something or someone that you
have been waiting for: A bus usually comes
along every ten minutes, so you shouldn't have
to wait long. | The police eventually came along
and fook the man away,

4 |hem.mma.along.|

to be making good progress or developing in
the way you want: The doctor said that
Richard was coming along nicely and would
be able to go home on Friday.



to ask
good
lessons

how's sth coming along? (=used
whether  something is  making
progress) How are your guitar
coming along?

*

- SIMILAR IO come on

5 icome along!

spoken, espeCially BrE used to tell someone to
hurry or make more effort: Come along,
girls! We'll be late if we don't go now. | Come
along, Rob. I'm sure you know the answer!

SIMILAR TO: COmMe on

lcome apart |

if a situation, relationship, agreement etc
comes apart, it is not possible to make it
work successfully any more: The terrorists

refused to hand in their weapons, and the

peace agreement seemed to be coming apart.
come apart at the seams (=used to
emphasize  that something has a lot of
problems and is likely to fail completely)
His whole life seemed to be coming apart at
the seams.

fSIMILAR T10. fall apart

lcome apart. |

if something comes apart, it breaks or sepa-
rates into pieces, often by accident, espe-
cially because it is not very strong or is in bad
condition: Bruce grabbed the book from me
and it came apart in his hands. | You can't use
this old suitcase - itS coming apart!

*
simiLAR To: fall apart

« In British English, people usually use come
round. In American English, people use come
around.

|come  around/round |
to come to someone's house in order to see
them: Valerie and John said they might come
around this evening.
+ for Why don't you come round for a drink
after work?
+ to do Could | come around and have a
chat with you sometime?
*
- SIMILAR. IO, COmME QVEr
come. around/round

to move around a group of people or houses
in order to give them something orto collect
something from them: The mailman usually
comes around at about 8 o 'clock.
+ with A waiter came around with glasses
of champagne.

COME

3 come around/round

to start to agree with an idea that you did not
agree with before, or to like someone that
you did not like, because someone has per-
suaded you to change your opinion or you
have thought about it for a long time: My
mother stopped speaking to me when | first
married Tom, but she S slowly coming around
now
come around to the idea/view etc that A
lot of companies are coming around to the
view that older employees tend to be more
reliab/e.

come around to doing sth We're hoping
that they will eventually come round to

accepting our offer.
|come . around/round . |

if a particular time or event comes around, it
arrives or happens as usual or as expected: By
the time spring comes around, | always feel
ready for a holiday somewhere hot. | The
World Cup will be coming round again soon. |
The big day for my talk soon came around.

Icome  around/round |

« In British English, people only use come
round in this meaning. In American English,
people only use come around.

to become conscious again, for example after
an accident or operation: She was in hospital
for two weeks before she finally came round. |
“It'll take a couple of hours for him to come

around.” the doctor said.
gome around/round

if a letter or message comes around, it is sent
to a group of people: An e-mail came around,
telling us that the meeting had been cancelled.

come af =~ )

to move towards someone in a threatening
way, especially in order to attack them: | was
just leaving the club when this guy came at me
with a knife,

lcome af I3b1 .i(

if a lot of information, problems, ideas etc
come at you, you have to deal with them all
at the same time, and this is often confusing
or difficult: Consumers have so much infor-
mation coming at them about different prod-

ucts, that it is often difficult for them to choose
which one to buy.

lcome at Sth | )

informal to consider or try to deal with a prob-
lem or situation in a particular way: We need
to come at the problem from a different angle.
New trainees, who come at the job fresh, can
often teach us something too.

*
SIMILAR TO: approach



COME

1 lcome away |

to leave a place: "Come away," said the

children Sfather, "it doesn't look very safe."
+ from We came away from the meeting
feeling very optimistic.
come away with the impression that/feel-
ing that 1 came away with the impression
that they were not very happy together.

*

- SIMILARTO: leave

|mmr_ away, |

if something comes away, it breaks and sep-

arates from  something else, especially

because it is not very strong or is in bad con-

dition: Alex pulled at the door handle, but it
came away in her hands.

+ from Large sections of the tiles had come
away from the roof

lcome away with ls=

to succeed in winning something, or in
getting something  that you want: Nadia
Comaneci competed for Romania in the 1976
Olympics, and came away with seven gold
medals. | The negotiations should be fair
and open, so that all sides come away with
something.

»~ lcome back|

to return to a place: My sister lived in Italy, and
only came back home at Christmas. | When do
you think you'll be coming back to work?
+ from He Sjust come back from a holiday
in Mauritius.

fw T0: return
q'“>'hzm1 back |

to start to happen or be present again: As
soon as [do any exercise, the pain comes back
again. | It took a long time for my confidence
to come back after the accident.

¥ SIMILARTO: return
lcome. back |
to become fashionable or popular again, after
being unfashionable  for some time - used
especially about styles of clothes, hair, music
etc: Apparently, the styles of the '60s and '70s
are coming back.
come back in Some of the words that we
used at school have come back in again
recently.
come back into fashion I never throwaway
old clothes in case they come back into
fashion.

* orrosrrt:  go out

comeback N[C]

when something  becomes fashionable

again, or a famous person becomes popu-
lar again: Aerosmith S comeback tour was a
huge success, and won them a whole new
generation offans.

make a comeback Long boots are expected
to make a comeback in the autumn. | The
group made a terrific comeback when they
were in their fifties.

4 Icome back |

if something from the past comes back to
you, you remember it
it all comes back to you She looked at the
photograph, and suddenly it all came back.
+ to His name will come back to me if 1
think about it.

|come back |

to reply with humour or anger to something
someone  says
+ with When Maria insulted him, Billy
came back with a witty reply.
* SIMILAR TO: reply, respond

comeback N [ USUALLYSINGULAR]

especially AmE a humorous or angry reply: [
can never think of a good comeback until
it S too late.

come back to
Icome back to Igth |

to talk about or consider a particular!Oint  or
subject again, after you have stoppe talking
about it: "Now," she said, “coming back to your
original point ... " | Spence kept coming back to
the same old argument again and again.

* SIMILARTO: return to

|come  before =~

to be brought to a person or group in author-
ity in order to be judged or discussed:
Murphy s case came before Judge Holden at
the Crown Court. | It was some of the most
important  civil rights legislation to come
before Congress.

SIMILARTO: go before
come between

Icome between ~

to spoil the relationship  between two or
more people, by causing problems or argu-
ments: In the end it was Jed s jealousy and
pride that came between us. | My girlfriend S
mother doesn't like me - she S always trying to

come between us.
|come  between  Isbland Isth |

to prevent someone from giving enough
attention to something: He was an ambitious



man, who never let anyone come between him
and his work.

come by

1 Icomeby~
to get something, especially something that
is unusual or difficult to get: How on earth did
you come by these photographs - they're
extraordinary! 1 | wonder how he came by so
much money at his age.
be hard/difficult etc to come by Exact fig-
ures for unemployment are hard to come by.

;kSIMILARE get, obtain (ormal

.come byl

especially AmE to make a short visit to a place
on your way to somewhere else: Can | come
by tonight and get my stuff?

* SIMILARTO: stop by
come down

|come down |
to fall down from a higher position to a
lower one, often to the ground: Snow was

coming down in huge flakes which soon cov-
ered the ground. | The ceiling looked like it
might come down at any moment.

lmme_ down 1

if a price or the level of something comes
down, it becomes lower: Do you think prop-
erty prices might come down even further?
Interest rates have come down considerably
over the past year. |Lottie had a terrible fever
in the night, but by the next morning her tem-
perature was coming down.

¥ smuarTo: fall, decrease (ormal

lcome down

to visit or move to the place where the per-
son speaking is- use this especially when the
place is further south: Would you like to come
down for the weekend?

+ from Corinne S coming down from New

Yorkfor Thanksgiving,
come down

to accept a lower price than you have asked,
for something that you are selling: They're
asking £J 50,000 for the house, but they might
come down a bit.

+to In the end he agreed to come down to
$2000,
Icome  down |
if a building, wall etc comes down, it is
destroyed because it is not wanted any more:
The Berlin  Wall came down in 1989. |
Eventually the old farm cottages came down,
and modern housing developments went up.
* SIMILARTO: be demolished

87
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COME
rcome down 1
if a plane comes down, it crashes to the
ground, or it lands somewhere where it had

not planned to land: The plane came down in
Bilmermeer, and there were no survivors.
Due to a severe sandstorm, the plane had to
come down in the desert.

|come. down |

to reach as far as a particular point or place:
I'd love to have a garden that comes down to
the river here. | His fine blond hair came down
almost 1o his shoulders.

rcome  down :

if knowledge, tradition, ideas etc come down
to people, they have been passed from older
people to younger people over a long period
of time
+ to Most of what we know of this civiliza-
tion comes down to us in stories. |ItSa tra-
dition that has come down to us through
several centuries.
¥ siaRTO. be handed down
|come down in favour of/against ~

to decide to support or oppose something or

someone, after thinking about it carefully
come down in favour of sth/sb The Presi-
dent is expected to come down infavor of
military intervention in Kosovo.
come down on the side of sth/sb When the
German people had to decide whether
Berlin or Bonn should be their capital, they
came down on the side of Berlin. | The
judge in the case came down on the side of
the unions.
come down against sth/sb The Board of
Directors came down against the merger.

* SIMILARTO; come out

come  down |

informal to gradually stop feeling the excite-
ment caused by taking an illegal drug or by a
very enjoyable experience
+ off An addict coming down off heroin is in
a dangerous and deeply depressed state.
+ from International matches are incredi-
bly exciting, and players have to learn how
to come down from them afterwards.

come-down N [SINGULAR]

BrE something that is much less enjoyable
or interesting than what you have been
doing before, or than what you expected:
My next job was a bit of a come-down, but

1 needed the money.
come  down |

if an order, message etc comes down, it is
sent to people from someone in authority:
The order came down from the boss that we
were to speed up the production and worry
less about the quality. | It'll be ages before a
decision comes down to us about it.




COME

12 \mme..dmun.|

BrE old-fashioned to leave a university after fin-
ishing your course
+ from Adrian joined the family firm after
coming down from Cambridge.
*SIMIIAR To: leave

|come  down on ls |

to criticize or punish someone for some-

thing, especially severely and often unfairly:

Your manager will really come down onyou if

the job isn't finished in time.
come down on sb like a ton of bricks
(=criticize or punish someone extremely
severely) He made one tiny mistake and
they came down on him like a ton of bricks.
come down hard/heavily on sb The judge
came down hard on Davis, and sentenced
him to six months imprisonment.

come down to

1 come down o~
if a problem or difficult situation comes
down to something, that is the most impor-
tant point or idea to consider
it all comes down to sth It all comes down
to money when you're trying to buy a
house. | Sure, you have to have talent, but in
the end it all comes down to having confi-
dence in yourself
when it comes down to it (=this is the
most basic and important point) When it
comes down to it, you have to remember
she S only sixteen.
* .
- sMuAR Io: bojl down to
2 |ifit comes down 1o it
spoken used to say that if something becomes
really necessary, that is what you will have

to do: If it comes down to it, we 'lljust have to
sell the house.

com~ down with }: i

|come down with ~

to get an illness, especially one that is not
very serious and is passed from one person to
another: Almost everyone in the office came
down with flu. |1 think I'm coming down with
something - Ifeel really hot.

come for

1> I come for ~

to come to collect something or someone
and take them away: The taxi S coming for us
at 6 o'clock. | I've come for the curtains |
ordered.

lcomefor-
to move towards someone with the inten-
tion of harming them or making them go
somewhere with you: What would you do ifa
lion was coming for you? | He threatened to
come for my daughter, unless | gave him the
money.
lcome forth |
formal to appear or be produced from some-
where
+ from Letters like this came forth from
every corner of the nation.
forthcoming AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]
a forthcoming event, product etc is one
which will happen or be produced soon:
the forthcoming  election | the band Sforth-
coming album
forthcoming formal AD) [NOT BEFORE NOUN]
if money, information, help etc is forth-
coming, it is given by someone or offered
when it is needed: Morris was informed
that he was no longer in the team, but no
explanation was forthcoming. | We've been
assured that sufficient financial  support
will be forthcoming.
come forth |
AmE to give important information or ideas
to someone
+ with "Today I call on the congressional
Democrats to come forth with their pro-
posed spending cuts," Quayle said. | A
group of Englishmen came forth a few
months ago with claims that the UFO sight-
ings were all a hoax.
come forward
Icome forward |
to offer or be willing to do something
+ for Fewer and fewer people are coming
forward for teacher training.
+ to do sth No one came forward to com-
pete with Perot for the nomination.
|come forward |
to offer to help the police or people in
authority, by giving information to them:
People who are bullied at work are often too
frightened to come forward.
+ with The police are hoping that new
witnesses  will come forward with more
information.
come fomlirar, Wi~h M
lcome  forward with I"‘
to suggest an idea or plan, or to give the

money needed for something, especially
after you have been officially asked for it:
The Guggenheim Foundation came forward
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with the funds necessary for the research. |
Delors came forward with detailed proposals
for arange of reforms.

+ ~
NOT PROGRESSIVE

if you come from a particular place, you were
born there or have your home there: Most of
our students come from Europe. | "Where do
you come from, Jose?" "I'm from Brazil."

f Siar 1oo be from
'4).]. come m @.EJ NOT PROGRESSIVE

to belong to a particular type of family or a
particular social class: Penelope came from a
very rich family, who lived in Atlanta. |In our
school we have kids who come from all kinds
of backgrounds.

—suar 100 be from

lcome from IS ot prosressive

to be made or produced in a particular place:
It was a beautiful nineteenth century vase,
which came from ltaly. | Their electricity

comes from three power stations on the coast.

t'lm from |z noT PrOGRESSIVE

to be obtained from somewhere, or to devel-
op from something: Where did your informa-
tion come from? | Three important lessons
came from this experience. | A lot of English
words come from Latin.

siMILAR To: be derived from

5 understand know where sh's
coming from

spoken informal to understand someone's char-
acter or attitude to something, or why some-
one says something: Ifind | disagree with her
all the time - 1just don't understand where
she S coming from. , I've had afew problems
with Lisa in the past, so | know where you're
coming from.

come in

ngn
Fleome i
to enter a room or a building - used espe-
cially when asking someone to enter the
room or building that you are in: "Come in!"
said a deep voice from inside the room. |
Would you like to come in and have a drink?

lcome inl

to come to the place where you work: Which
days are you coming in this week? |Don't for-
get to telephone the office ifyou're not coming
in.

Icome inl

if a train, bus, plane, or ship comes in, it

arrives at a station, airport, or port: What time
should the train from Boston come in? |

COME

Crowds of people were down at the port,
waiting for the ship to come in.
* SmiLar To: arrive
incoming AD) [ALWAYS BEFORE NOUN]
travelling towards a place and arriving
soon: incoming passengers |incoming flights

lcome_ inl

to come to your house, office etc in order to
do some work for you: Tina, the housekeep-
er, comes in three times a week. | The builders
are coming in during August, while we're on
holiday,
lcome  inl
if something such as a report, a letter, a tele-
phone call etc comes in, you receive it: The
call | was waiting for came in at 9 o 'clock on
Saturday. | When reports of the disaster first
came in, people found it hard to believe. |
Several job offers had come in, but none of
them were what | wanted.

incoming AD) [ALWAYS BEFORE NOUN]

an incoming message or telephone call is

one that you receive: incoming messages

come
to become involved in or part of a plan, orga-
nized activity etc
+ on Everyone who joins the company is
asked if they want to come in on the share
purchase scheme.
wherelhow sb/sth comes in (=what some-
one or something's part in a plan is) It
sounds interesting, but I'm afraid I still
don't see how 1 come in. | Weneed someone
who knows the area well, and that's where
Mick comes in.
.come inl
if money or work comes in, you earn it or get
it: IYe never had enough money - we spent it
as soon as it came in. | Have you got much
work coming in at the moment? | Engineering
firms say they have a lot of new orders coming
in this year.
income n [cl
the amount of money that you earn each
month  or year: an annual income of
£28,000

lcome inl
to finish a race, competition etc in a particu-
lar position, or within a particular time: The
favourite  horse only just finished the race,
coming in way behind the others.
come in first/second etc In the women S
competition,  Irina Slutskaya of Russia
came infirst.

.come [0

if something in a shop comes in, a supply of
it reaches the shop and becomes available:
Our winter coats don't usually come in until
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September. | Thousands of copies of the song
sold out .as soon as they came in.
|come |_n|

BrE if a new law or something that has
recently been invented comes in, it starts to
be used and to have an effect: A new law
came in today requiring all bars and restau-
rants in Athens to close by 2 am. |In the early
'80s, computers were just starting to come in.

¥ aMuaR 0 be introduced
[come inl

if anew fashion comes in, it starts to be fash-

ionable: Bright cotours are coming in again
for this summer. . When did short skirts first
come in?

icome . ip useful/handy |

to be useful for something: Keep that box - it
might come in handy for something. : My med-
ical training's come in very useful in a lot of
different ways.

|came 1)

to get a position of power, or start to do an
important  job: "The last thing we need now is
for the Socialists to come in and wreck the
economy,” Michael said.
+ as Bastiaens came in as chief executive
and took over the running ofthe company.
incoming AD) [ALWAYS BEFORE NOUN]
an incoming government, official etc has
recently been elected or chosen for that
position:  the incoming government
[come inl
BrE to join a conversation
by interrupting  someone:
come in here?
+ on Then George suddenly came in on the
conversation  too.

|come 1)

to cost or be a particular amount - used
business to talk about the figures involved
something
+ at Ure were quoted $60 a square yard to
do this work, and now it's coming in at
$150. 1I"'the national wheat crop comes in
at only 30 bushels an acre, prices will stay

‘high.

or discussion, often
Excuse me, can |

n
n

Ithe tide/sea comes inl

when the tide comes in, the sea moves
towards the land. The tide is the regular
movement of the sea, caused by the moon:

It's only safe to swim here when the tide's
coming in.
+ OPPOSITE: go out
incoming AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]
an incoming tide is coming further in to
the land: The rocks were slowly being
covered by the incoming tide.

Icome in for criticism. praise etc |

to be criticized, praised etc for something:
The police have come infor criticism for not
providing enough officers. In Dr Yates'
speech, Samuel Whitbread came infor special
praise.

come into

lcome into effectiforceloperation/use |

if a new law, tax, agreement, or system
comes into effect etc, it begins to be used and
to have an effect: The new tax came into oper-

ation on April 1st. | In 1952, the peace treaty
came into effect. . New restrictions designed to

make it more difficult for people to smoke,
came into force today,

lcome into being/existence |

if something, for example a country or orga-

nization, comes into being, it starts to exist:
The Mali Empire soon came into being, and

spread along the banks of the Niger. |
Weinreich argues that the Yiddish language
came into existence when Jews moved to

Germany around the year 1100.
[p——.

if something comes into sight or view, you
begin to be able to see it: Wefinally reached

the top of the hill, and the town came into
view,

lcome into it[

spoken to be an important part of a situation,

or be something that you must consider: You
have to consider my feelings too - don't they
come into it? 11didn't want to be unemployed,

not only because 01'the money - pride came
into it as well.

* SIMILAR TO: enter into

to start to have a position of power - used
especially about governments:  When the gov-
ernment came into power, unemployment was
1.25 million,

[come into money/land/a  fortune sic |

to receive money, land etc from someone
who has died: Apparently she came into an
enormous sum of money from her grand-
mother. | When the Duke dies, his oldest son
will come into the estate.

* SIMILAR TO: inherit



lcomeofl~

to happen as the result of a situation,

something that you do
somethinglnothing comes of sth I've writ-
ten a long letter to the school, and | hope
something comes of it. | If nothing came of
the interview, Joe knew he could always
work for his father.
that's what comes of sth BiE Lisa failed her
music exam - thats what comes of not
practising.

come off ,

or of

~~ lcome offt 1come nﬁ.@.El
to stop being connected to something, or to

stop sticking to sth: My bicycle chain s come
off again. | This white paint will never come

off my clothes.

2 lcome off well/badly/bestiworst  etc |

to be more or less successful or fortunate
compared with someone else, for example in
an argument, fight, or competition: Anthony
wasn't as intelligent as Geoffrey, and always
came off worse in an argument. |Even leop-
ards sometimes come off second-best in afight
with a bear. | Compared to its competitors, the
company has come off badly, with profits of

only $17.9 million.

3 come off|

if something that you have been planning or
intend to do comes off, it happens or is suc-
cessful: We've been thinking of going on a trip
to Africa for years, but I don't think it'll ever
come off. | Apple wanted to merge with Sun
Microsystems, but the deal hasn't come off
yet. | The ceremony had been carefully orga-
nized and it came off without any problems. |
Irene was trying to be funny, but the joke
didn't guite come off.

4 come off il

spoken informal used to tell someone that what
they have just said is wrong or stupid, in
your opinion:  "I'm thinking of studying
medicine." "Come off it! You can't even stand
the sight of blood!"

5 lcomeoff~

to stop taking drugs, medicine, or alcohol,
especially after taking them for a long time: It
can take years to come off heroin. | Clapton
finally came off the booze and the drugs and
started playing great music again.

*
SIMILAR TO: get off

lome ot a5 |~

AmE to seem like you have a particular atti-
tude or quality because of something you say

m
. l come on!

~-""lcome

COME

or do: Miller sometimes comes off as egotisti-
cal and unkind, but he s really a good person.

*
SIMILAR TO: COmMe across

spoken

a used to tell someone to come with you
somewhere, or to hurry: Come on, Luke, lets
go inside. | Come on, you two! Its time to get
up.

* SmiLar To: come along

b used to encourage someone to do some-
thing, or to try harder: Come on, George, give
me a kiss. | "Come on," urged Marie, "You can
tell me what's wrong.” | Come on United! Lets
have another goal!

¢ used to tell someone that you do not
believe or agree with what they have just
said: Come on, John. You didn't think I'd
believe that, did you? | Oh, come on. She's a
lot older than that.

d used to comfort someone or tell them not
to worry: Come on. Every things going to be
fine.

" 1come on inloverlup  efc |

spoken used to tell someone to come in, over,
up etc: "Come on in" Miller said, "Make
yourself at home." | Karen leaned out of her
bedroom window. "Come on up,” she said.

onl

to start working - use this especially about
lights, a piece of equipment, or a heating sys-
tem: The front door light will come on auto-
matically when it gets dark. | My hi-fi comes
on and wakes me up at 70 'clock. | Why hasn't
the heating come on yet?

=+ oeeosiTe: . go off

4 tome O

if a television or radio programme comes on,
it begins: The news usually comes on after
Nei , 1 it

to appear on a stage, in a film, or on tele-

vision or radio: He s one of those actors that

make you laugh every time they come on.
come on stageltelevisionlradio Then
President Clinton came on television and
repeated Gore s message.

fﬂM.I.LAR 10, appear

6 Icome onl

especially BrE to start to take part in a game of
football, especially instead of another player:
When Batty came on, Fairclougn dropped
back into the centre of defence. | The game
changed in Villasfavour when Paul Merson
came on as substitute after half-time.
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lcome on

to improve, especially in something you are
learning, or to make progress: Joe's really
come on a lot since he went to his new school.

how's sth/sb coming on? (=what progress is
something or someone making) How's all
your building work coming on?

;kSIMILAR 10. be coming along

lcome on strong. |

to start to be very successful, or do some-
thing very well: In recent months, Cuba have
been coming on strong, twice beating the US
in World League play. | Los Angeles, coming
on strong as an arts centre, is getting its first
hig antiques fair in May.

lcome ani

if an illness or a pain comes on, you start to
get the illness or feel the pain: | think | have a
cold coming on. INick said he had a headache
coming .on, so he=' gane back to the house.

lcnme..o.n| |mm.e.9.u~_

to start speaking to you on the telephone,
often after someone else has just finished:
Then my mother came on, and started asking
me if | was eating properly.

come on the linelphone Sherman dialled
the number infront of him, and waited for
Levy fo come on the line.
lcome ani
if a particular season, period of time, or type
of weather comes on, it starts or is nearly
starting: A lot of birds fly further south as win-
ter comes on. | Evening was coming on, so we
found some dry wood and lit afire. | The rain

suddenly came on so hard that we stopped and
sheltered in a doorway.

* swuar 10 approach

icome on Isblsth |

literaryto meet someone or find something by

chance or when you do not expect it: Turning

the corner, we came on a group of about fifty

cyclists. 1 | was just in the library one day,

when | came on this quite extraordinary book.
SIMILAR TO: COMe across, come upon,

chance upon/on

=eonfoldhl

informal to make it very clear to someone that
you are sexually interested in them, from the
way you behave: There was this girl at the
bar - we'd only just met and she started com-
ing on to me!

come-on N [SINGULAR]

informal something that you do or say that
is clearly intended to attract someone
sexually

give sb the come-on
giving me the come-on,
big green eyes,
rcome . on to 15fh
spoken to start talking or writing about a par-
ticular subject or idea, especially after talking
or writing about other things: I'll come on to
that point in more detail later. | We began to
wonder whether the speaker would ever come
on to the subject we had come to hear about.
* SimiLar To: get onto/get on to

She was definitely
with her gorgeous

come outl

to leave aroom, building, or place where you
are hiding: "Come out!" shouted the police
officer. "We know you're in there!"

+ of Donald came out of his office, looking

tired and worried.

Icome_ outl
to leave prison, hospital, the army etc after
completing the amount of time you have to

spend in it: I'm going topick up my Mumfrom
hospital. She's coming out today.
+ of Nelson Mandela came out ofjail with-
out having changed any of his demands.

lcome outl

to go somewhere with someone in order to
enjoy yourself socially: Jack said he couldn't
come out tonight because he has an exam
tomorrow.

+ for What about coming out for a meal

with all of us?

come outl
if something comes out of somewhere, it is
produced there and spreads out from there:

The window was open onto the street, and
music was coming out.
+ of | looked and saw that blood was com-
ing out of his mouth. IOur companies
should take a close look at the new technol-

0gy coming out of Japan.
Icome outl

if a book, piece of music, film etc comes out,
it becomes available to buy in the shops, or
to see at the cinema: People are always wait-
ing for Terry Pratchett s next book to come
out. | When the movie came out, it was an
instant success and made a lot of money. | The

National Geographic comes out once a month.
jcome  outl

if something comes out, it is removed or sep-
arated from its place or the place where it
should be: | gave the tooth a sharp pull, and it

came out really easily. | The key had got stuck
in the door and it wouldn't come out.
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+ of Just a minute - the plug's come out of

Its socket,

come. outl
if the true information about something
comes out, it becomes known, especially

after being kept secret: | knew that Ruth had
problems, but it was several months before the
truth came out. | The President had publicly
promised that the full facts would come out.
it came out that It eventually came out that
Mandelson  had borrowed nearly £400,000.

lcome outl

if results, figures etc come out, they are given
to people or made public: The exam results

don't come out until the end of August. [ 1d
like to see our latest sales figures as soon as
they come out.

come outl

if a particular quality or fact comes out, you
notice that it exists for the first time, or more
than you did before: He's a very quiet man,
but his understanding of people comes out in
his writing. | None of these difficulties came
out until we were half way through the project.

|come out |
used when saying how good or bad some-
thing was
come out well/badly/ahead etc It took him
a long time to write the book, but it came
out really well.
come out on top (=be judged to be better

than the others) Of all the washing-
machines in the survey, this one came out
on top.

how did sth come out? How did that dress
you were making come out?

Icome out |

if something you say comes out in a particu-
lar way, you say it in that way, or that is how
it sounds: | tried to explain how I feel, but it
all came out wrong, and she just walked out
and left me.

+as "But why?" Kelly s question came out
as a loud protest.

Icome out |

if the sun, moon, or stars come out, they
appear in the sky after being hidden: Just as
we were about to leave the beach, the sun
came out.

= OPPOSITEL QO in

|come out |

if marks or colours come out of something,
especially something made of cloth, they dis-
appear or become less strong when you clean
or wash them: 1 don't think this stain will
come out, whatever | do. | You should really
wash dark clothes separately, in case the
colour comes out of them.

COME
14 Icome out in favour oflagainst Isthish |
to publicly support or oppose a particular
idea, plan, person, or organization
come out in favour/favor of sth/sb Many
Democrats, concerned about their popular-
ity, have come out infavor of the anti-gay-
marriage bill.
come out in support of sth/sb Bardot has
come out in support of Le Pen, the leader of
the French National Front party.
come out against sth/sb Martin  Luther
King came out against the Vietnam War.

_*S.IM.LI.ABID.' come down

15 icome. out |

to tell people that you are gay, instead of
keeping it secret. People who are gay have
sexual relationships with people of their own
sex: Nigel had been gay for years before he

finally decided to come out.

16 Icome out |
to admit something that you feel embar-
rassed or ashamed about, after keeping it
secret

come out and say/tell/talk etc Months later
Julie came out and talked about what had
happened.

17 icome out |

to succeed in living through an unpleasant
experience without being seriously harmed:
The two girls had been kidnapped and were
lucky to come out alive.
+ of Of course there are arguments in every
family, but most children come out of the
experience without permanent damage.

18 Icome out |

if flowers come out, they develop and open:
Roses come out at the end of June, and again
later in the summer.

¥ s AR 1O bloom

19 Icome out |
if a photograph comes out, the photograph is
successful and the picture is clear: That pho-

tograph | took of you came out really well. |
The view didn't come out because there wasn't
enough light,

20 Icome o_ut|

if someone comes out to the country where
you are, they travel there to visit or stay:
You're welcome to stay if you ever want to
come out to Hong Kong. 1Our daughter and
her family . came out to visit usfor three weeks.

2la lcome. out |

if something comes out at a particular place,
it leads towards that place and often ends
there: Do you know where this road comes
out? | The pipes from the bathroom come out
at the back of the house.



COME
21bl come. out |

22

23

if something comes out from a particular
place, it appears there and leads away from
that place: There were several loose wires

coming out from the wall.
come Quf !

BrE if workers come out, they refuse to work,
especially until their employer agrees to their
demands: Other workers came out in support
of the miners' strike.

come out on strike When their pay claims
were refused, the teachers came out on
strike.

[come out [

old-fashioned if a young woman comes out,
she spends time going to a lot of dances and
other social events in order to be introduced
to upper-class society: Eighteen was consid-
ered the right age for a young lady to come
out.

coming-out party/dance etc N [e]

a coming-out party or dance is one given
by a young woman's parents when she is
being formally introduced to upper-class
society: | went to Ellen S coming-out party
last week.

come out in

[come out in spots/a rash etc [

BrE to develop spots etc on your skin, espe-
cially a lot of them: I tend to come out in a
rash ifI eat certain foods. 1 Children should
definitely see the doctor if they come out in
spots.

*SIMILARTO: break out
come out of

scame que Of~

to result from an activity, event, or process,

especially one that has been deliberately

organized: A lot of interesting new ideas came
out of the meeting. | Scientists are hoping that
a new vaccine will eventually come out of
their research. |1 don't think any good at all
has come out of this war.

lcome out of~

to stop being in a particular situation or state
- used especially to say that a country stops
being in a bad economic situation, or that
someone stops being in a bad mood: Various
signs suggest that the economy may be coming
out of recession. | The US was just coming out
of a major financial panic. | "She seems very
depressed.” "Don't worry, she'll soon come

|come out off sth |wellbadly  etc |

if you come out of a situation well, you get a
good result, or people have agood opinion of

you: Water companies come out of the study
well, with profits of between 25'Ya-54% of
sales. | "Irene s gone to Hawaii on vacation.”
"Oh - she must have come out of her divorce
quite well then." | I've just read a book about
him. He doesn't come out of it very well - he
seems very arrogant and selfish.

11&m:;.uu1mimﬁ;

to produce a new product, idea, plan ete:
Hewlett-Packard is coming out with a new
version of its HP/UX operating system. | The
German naturalist, Ernst Heinrich Haeckel,
came out with a similar theory.

2 come out with =~
to say something suddenly, especially some-
thing that is unexpected: When | asked for
his opinion, he came out with a long list of
criticisms.
come out with it Martia took a deep breath
and came out with it: "Tve met another
man
—_~
|&ome over |
if someone comes over, they move to where
you are in a room or other place, especially in
order to speak to you: Miguel came over and
put his arm around me.
+ to An official came over to him and asked
him what was in his bag.
lcome over |
to visit you at your house: Why don't you
come over this evening and we'll talk about it
then? | Some of our relatives are coming over
for lunch this weekend.
_ SIMILAR 0. come around/round
3 Icome gver |

to travel to the country where you are now
from a different country, especially one that
is across the sea
+ from A lot of unskilled workers came over
from Ireland to work in the construction
industry.
+ to Greg and Pippa came over to America,

and staved with usfor eight days.

4 Icome over Ishl

if a feeling or a change comes over you, you
experience it and it affects the way you
behave or look: She knew he was watching
her, and afeeling of panic came over her. |It
was six months since I'd seen Bruce, and a
change had come over him in that time.

what has come over sb? (=used when you

are surprised because someone has sud-

denly started behaving in away that is very



different from wusual) | don't know what's
cover over Mr Wechsler - he actually smiled
at me this morning! |1 don't know what came
over me - | slipped my hand inside the dead
man ‘sjacket, and took his wallet.

Icome over |

especially BrE to seem to be a particular type of
person or thing, or to have particular quali-
ties
+as Mrs Robins came over as a cold strict
woman who was always giving orders. | The
band's new album comes over as both tra-
ditional and modern at the same time.

come over well/badly (=make people have
a good or bad opinion of you) | was so
nervous - | think | came over really badly
in the interview.

* SMILAR To: come across

I~ 1 |
come over come over

if someone's voice or a message comes over
a phone, radio etc, it is sent or broadcast and
you hear it: The terrible news came over the
radio that the President had been shot. | |
picked up the phone and Will's voice came
over loud and clear.

Icome over |

especially BrE if an idea, meaning, or quality
comes over, it is clearly expressed and easy
to notice or understand: | know what you're
trying to say, but | don't think it really comes
over in this essay. | There was an air of sad-
ness about her, that came over very strongly. |
The same message is coming over again and
again: we are slowly destroying the planet.

* SMILAR To: come across
Icome over |

to leave a group, team, or organization and
join one that is competing against it
+ from Patrice Tardif was one of the three
players who came over from the Blues.
+ to By July large numbers of Charles
opponents had been captured or had come
over to him.

*
siMiLAR TO: defect formal

come over a bit funny/all romantic/
rather faint etc

informal, especially BrE to suddenly start to feel
a little strange, start behaving in a romantic
way etc: | came over a bitfunny after I'd had
that second drink. | Towards the end of the
evening he started coming over all romantic.

E———
see come around/round
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1 |come through |

if something comes through, you receive it -
use this about something such as a message,
phone call, official document, or permission
to do something: | was in Boston when the
news came through about President Kennedy ‘s
son. | It was November before Philip s visa
finally came through. | Hank's divorce came
through sooner than he had expected.

Icome through ~__

to succeed in getting to the end of a danger-
ous or difficult situation without being badly
harmed or damaged: Chris was the only one
who had come through the war unharmed. |
Amazingly, our house came through the storm
without much damage.

|...

come through |come through |

BrE to succeed in passing a test, or in proving
that you are able to do something difficult:
Dwyer was allowed to take part in the final
after coming through afitness test without any
problems.
come through with flying colours (=do
something  very successfully)  This was
Reagan 'sfirst tough presidential decision,
and he came through with flying colours.
* SIMILAR TO: pass

[come th rough |

to move from one room to another: Do you

want to come through and have your dinner?
+ to/into BrE Come through to the sitting-
room, there's more room in there.

Icome through |

that someone needs or
you have

to provide something
has asked for, or to do what
promised
+ with The oil companies say they could
come through with a cleaner fuel, but it
would cost more. | The US came through
with $1 billion in aid.
come through for sb (=provide someone
with the support or help that they need)
When Jim asked Donato for help, she came
through for him, pointing out where more
work was needed and offering suggestions.

come through

if a quality, feeling, or idea comes through, it
is noticeable to other people: Bob was such a
comedian - his humour came through so
clearly. | What came through about the
refugees was their courage and determination.

*SIMILAR TO: COMe across, come over especially

BrE



COME

lcometo~

to reach a particular state or situation - used
especially in the following phrases:
come to an end (=finish) My stay in San
Francisco was coming to an end, and |
decided to visit Natalie one last time.
come to an agreement (=agree about
something,  especially  formally) It was
several months before we eventually came
to an agreement.
it comes to the point where (=used to say
that you have reached a particular situa-
tion) It came to the point where we could no

: longer bear fo falk to each other,
f'lmm.-;m adecjsj.aummc.msmmudicl_l

to make a decision about something, or to
decide what you think about something: All
the candidates were good, and it took us a
long time to come to a decision. . By the end of
the holiday, we'd come to the conclusion that

camping ip England isn't much fun.
when it comes o~

especially spoken used to introduce the particu-
lar subject that you are going to talk about or
deal with: When it comes to relationships,

everyone makes mistakes. |Joe didn't sing or
play guitar particularly well, but when it came
to songwriting, he was a genius. | The govern-
ment has had little success when it comes to

education.
Icome to power |

to officially start to rule a country - used

about leaders, parties, or groups: The Com-

munists came to power in China in 1949.

Nasser came to power in a nationalist revolu-

tion, which signalled the end of European
nation  of A :

|come 1o nothing/not . come  fo a.mm:.i.ng.|

to develop or not develop into something
successful: It was obvious that the relation-
ship would come to nothing in the end. 1lhad
agreat ideafor a book once, but it never came
to anything.

lcometo~

spoken if you come to a particular point or
subject in a discussion or speech, you start to
talk about or deal with it after talking about
others first: There are reasons for our deci-
sion, which I'll come to later. II'm coming to

the Labour party ‘s proposal in a minute. | We
Dnow come to item three on the agenda.

lcometol~
to be a particular total when the numbers or

amounts are added together: At the end of the
evening the bill came to $50.

8 lcometo~

if a thought or idea comes to you, you think
of it or remember it, especially suddenly: I've
forgotten the name of the restaurant - it'll
come to me in a minute. : The idea for the pro-
gramme first came to us when we were in
America_

lcometol

to become conscious again after an accident
or operation: When 1came to, 1was lying in a
hospital bed.

* SIMILAR TO: come around/round

come together
| come .maather_|

if two or more people, groups etc come
together, they join together, especially in
order to do something: Palmer and Jones
came together and started work on the
research.

+ to do sth Several local groups had come

fogether toform the new party.
|be coming. together |

if something is coming together, it is finally
starting to be successful or develop as you
want, especially when you have been trying
to get it right for a long time: Linda was just
beginning to feel that her life was coming
together. . A plan for an International Trade
Centre is at last coming together:

it's coming together After five years of
hard work it's all coming together, and their
latest album has been a huge success.

come under

come under attack/criticism/
threat/pressure  etc

if someone or something comes under
attack, criticism, threat, pressure etc, they are
attacked, criticized, threatened, face pressure
ete: Oil tankers and trucks on the roads from
Irag to Jordan came under air attack on
January 29. . The report came under severe
criticism. . Bush came under pressure to nego-
tiate with Noriega. | Thousands of jobs came
under threat when Powergen announced that
it was cancelling its contract with British Rail.

come under fire (=be criticized or
attacked) TV companies have come under
fire for the amount of violence on our
SCreens.

|come. under scrutiny/review  efc |

to be examined or considered carefully, in
order to make a decision or form an opinion:
During the coming year, all areas of the com-
pany will come under review. | The new policy
came under intense scrutiny.



3 lome unger |~

to be controlled or dealt with by a particular
rule authority, country, or person: All doc-
tors' come under the same rules of profession-
al conduct.
come under sb's control/jurisdiction Mol-
davia became apart of the Ottoman Empire,
and then came under Russian control.

leome. unger 1~

if something comes under a particular group
of things, it belongs to that group, or is kept
with that group: Excuse me, do his novels
come under fiction or literature?
come under the heading/category of sth
Angel; jealousy and fear all come under the
heading of negative emotions.

upl

lcome

to move towards someone or something
until you are near them or next to them: She
came up and put her arms around him.
+ to/behind/beside sb A lot of people came
up to me and started asking questions. |1
looked in the mirror and saw a police car
coming up behind us.
* SIMILARTO; approach

Icome wupl

to travel to or visit a place that is further
north than where you are now, or that isin a
city: | thought | might come up to London for
the weekend and see a show. | You must come
up and visit us some time.

Imm_eu,pj

if an opportunity comes up, for example for
a job, it becomes available: Let me know if
you hear of any suitable jobs coming up. |An
opportunity came up to work in Ethiopia for a
year, so | went. |Ifyou keep on trying, I'm sure
something will come up.

* )
_ SIMIIAR TO: arise formal

m"'].
come  Up

if a subject, name etc comes up in a conver-
sation or meeting, it is mentioned or dis-
cussed: Wea been going out together for two
years before the subject of marriage came
up. | The school needs some new governors,
and your name kept coming up.

* . )
_ SIMILARTO: be mentioned, arise formal

Icome  upl

if a problem or difficulty comes up, it sud-
denly appears and you have to try and deal
with it: It's been one of those days when prob-
lems keep coming up all the time.
something's come up | 'm afraid I'm going to
be home late - something S come up at work.
* SIMIIAR TO: crop up, arise formal
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LOME

|b§ coming ,u,p|
if a particular event or occasion is coming up,
it is going to happen soon at a definite time
in the future: Your birthday's coming up next
month, isn't it? | The Annual Folk Festival is
coming up on Saturday May 3rd. | Coming up
in afew minutes on Central News: plans to
make the centre of Oxford into a traffic-free
Zone.
|come wpl
if a legal case comes up, it is dealt with in a
court of law: Kate S divorce is coming up
before the courts next week. | When the Louise
Woodward case came up, the newspapers
were full of it.
lcome  upl
if information comes up on a computer
screen, it appears there Click on 'Search’
and a list of your options comes up.

+ on It was only half an hour until our

plane left, and the number of our boarding

gate still hadn't come up on the screen.
f SIMILARTQ: to appear
[come wpl

to reach a particular point or level: When the
river flooded, how far did it come up?

+to Ed S quite tall now - he comes up to my
shoulders!

¥ sivuag 10; reach

lcome wupl

if the sun or moon comes up, it moves up
into the sky where you can see it: Wegot up
early to watch the sun come up behind the
mountains.

* SIMIIAR TO: rise

= QPPOSITI. go down set

Jcome upl
if a plant or seed comes up, it begins to
appear above the ground: If you plant the

seeds now they should come up in about ten
days ‘time,

.come upl

if a wind or storm comes up, it starts and
gradually gets stronger or worse: It was hard
work walking, with a strong wind coming up. |
We were a mile out to sea when the storm
came up.

¥ SMARTO: blow up

[come  upl

if a question or a subject comes up in an
examination, it is one of the questions or
subjects in the examination: Did any ques-

tions on geographical
the exam?

locations come up in



COME

141come

1Slcome

wupl

to gradually become more successful by
improving your position in your job or in soci-
ety: Douglas had spent twenty years coming up
through the company to where he was now.
come up in the world Jo smiled as she
parked her brand new Mercedes outside her
house - she was coming up in the world at
last.
up-and-coming AD) [ALWAYSBEFORE NOUN]
likely to be very successful in the future:

up-and-coming _ young artists
Lpl

BrE if the lights come up in a theatre or cine-
ma, they are turned on at the end of the play
or film: The show finally ended and the lights

Lame .up.
16 Imm.el]pj

171come

1Slcome

if a number comes up in a competition, you
win something if you have a ticket with that
number on it: You'll win about sixty dollars if
three of your numbers come up.

upl

BrE if something comes up in a particular
way, that is how it looks after you have done
something to it: I've washed all the curtains
and they've come up like new. |1f you let your
hair dry in the sun, it should help it come up

gven blonder,
upl

if food comes up, it rises from your stomach
after you have eaten it, especially because
you are sick: Ben had eaten too many ham-

burgers, so it wasn't surprising when the
whole lot came up again,
19 Igoming. (right) up!|
spoken used to tell someone that the drinks or
food they have just ordered will be ready
very soon: “Two Martinis, please." "Coming
20 lcome upl
BrE old-fashioned to begin studying at a univer-
sity: | came up in the autumn of 1953, to study
medicine.
]
1 |come up against_ Isth/sh |NOT PASSM

to be faced with a problem, or a difficult sit-
uation or person, and have to find a way of
dealing with them: Women in the police force
often complain that they come up against a lot
of prejudice. | Thompson described his com-
mander as one of the cruellest men he'd ever
gome up against,

|mms=_ up against |§b [NoT Passive
to have to compete against a person or team

3

that is very good and hard to defeat, espe-
cially in a sports competition: The team were
doing well at first, but then they came up
against last year S World Champions.

come up for

|mme.up.torsalela.uauon_|

if property, especially houses or land, comes
up for sale or auction, it becomes available to
buy. An auction is a public meeting where
things are sold to the person who offers to
pay the most money for them: I'd really love
to buy that house, if it ever comes upfor sale. |
A painting by lizn Gogh came up for auction
in 1990, and fetched £43 million.

lcome up for discussion/debate |

to be discussed, especially at a formal meet-
ing, so that a decision can be made: The issue
came up for debate in Parliament three days
later.

lcome wp for =
to reach the time when something should be
dealt with or done, according to an official

system of agreement: The case came up for
review, and the men, who had already spent
fifteen years injail, were found innocent. |In
November, one third of the Senate comes up
for re-election. | When Checkland s contract
came up for renewal, it was extended for only
a year.

come upon

lcome wpon |sh/5th |

literary to meet someone or find something by
chance or when you do not expect it: On the
second day we came upon the remains of a
Roman villa. |Lovage and his men came upon
a group of Mexicans camped somewhere in
Fresno county.

* SIMILAR TO: COme  across, come on literary,

stumble across

|come upon |

literary if a feeling or idea comes upon you,
you suddenly feel it or think of it: A wave of
tiredness came upon her. | The idea for aparty
came upon them one Saturday morning over
breakfast.

lcome Up 10 =~ USUALLY NEGATVE

BrE to reach a particular standard, or be as
good as you expect something to be
come up to sb'sfsth's standards Many of
Britain S beaches do not come up to EU
standards.
come up to expectations We loved the
island, but the hotel didn't really come up

to our expectations.



come up to scratch (=be as good as
expected or as something should be) Over
a third of the schools in the survey didn't
come up to scratch.

¥ SIMILARTO: reach
|be coming up fo =

BrE to be getting near a particular time or age:
It was coming up to two o'clock by the time
everyone had left. | My oldest son Sjust com-
ing up to sixteen. | Frank will be coming up to
retirement in ayear or two, won't he?

*SIMILARTO: be approaching formal

Icome  up with [~

to think of an idea, plan, solution, or answer:
A good leader has to be able to identify prob-
lems and come up with solutions. | Morrissey
was really good at coming up with great titles
for songs. |I'm sure I can get the money, ifyou
give me one more day to come up with some-
thing.

¥ SMILARTO: think up, think of

|come up with ~

to produce a particular sum of money, or to
find a suitable person or thing: Anyone wish-
ing to buy the company would have to come
up with $8.5 million. | We've advertised sev-
eral times, but so far we haven't been able to
come up with a suitable candidate.

| . |~

if something that you can buy comes with
another thing, it always includes the second
thing: All our garden furniture comes with a
four-year guarantee. |Both models come with
sixteen megabytes of memory.

lcome with ~

if one thing comes with another, it develops
or results from it: Experience comes with

age. | Good exam technique only comes with
practice.

if one thing comes with another thing, the
first thing is a natural part of the second:
Long hours just come with the job, I'm

afraid. | Lack of sleep tends to come with
being a new mother.

come within seconds/inches/
a few points etc of doing sth

used to say that someone very nearly does

something, or something very nearly hap-
pens to someone: Clinton came within two
percentage points of winning Arizona. |

Afterwards 1 realized I'd come within seconds

CONCEIVE
of death. | The plane came within thirty feet of
disaster, when itjust missed a skyscraper.
|come within sight/range/reach |
to be close enough to something
reach it, or to be seen or reached

+ of As Beatty came within sight of his
office, he was surprised to see a small
group waiting at the door. | Parts of Seoul
were coming within range of North Korean
heavy artillery.

|mme.mi.mj.nmennweﬂsmm;em.of~_

to be included in what a person or group has
the power or ability to do: It doesn't come
within their power to authorize such a large
sum of money. | The course is only for a week,
so certain areas will not come within its scope.

to see it or

COMPOSE

be composed of

1 |hemm.nnsed_ni~_

formal to be made of a particular substance or
substances: ~ Water is composed of hydrogen
and oxygen. | The marble from which the Taj
Mabhal is built is composed of large crystals.

¥ M ARTO: be made up of
|pe composed  of lstush |

formal to consist of a particular number or
type of things, people, organizations ete: The
Kingdom of Tonga is composed of about 170
islands. |lts an association composed of more
than 400 managers, bankers, lawyers and
accountants.

*SIMILARTO: be made up of, consist of

CONCEIVE

conceived, conceived, conceiving

1 lconceive of ~

formal to imagine that it is possible for a par-

ticular event or situation to happen or exist:

Yuan found it difficult to conceive of life with

any other woman but his wife.
can/cannot conceive of (doing) sth "I can-
not conceive of a situation where the
United States would want to use chemical
weapons,”  Defense  Secretary, Richard
Cheney said. |+ Many Romanians couldn't
conceive of voting for anyone except the
party in power.

* . .

- SIMILARTO: imagine

| conceive of |&h |

formal to think of a new idea, plan ete: Dr
Barnett conceived of the idea for the exhibi-
tion while she was working on a catalogue of
Kandinsky S works.

SIMILARTO: think of, come up with
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konceive o1~ CONDOLE

3
formal to think of something in a particular condoled, condoled, condoling
way or as being a particular thing
+ as The Christian God has traditionally
befzn conceived of as masculine. |Foch con- lmu.d.Q.IL with J:
ceived of war as "astruggle between moral BIE old-fashioned formal to tell someone that
*forces. ) you feel sympathy for them because they
simiLAR To: think of have problems or because a member of their
family has died: Mrs Williams died that night,
CONCENTRATE and the next day the priest came to condole

concentrated, concentrated, concentrating

with her family.

+ on Aunt Dorothy would condole with my
mother on my father § drinking.

" |concentrate on~ CONDUCE
conduced, conduced, conducing
|concentrate =~
] ] . itil-0¥11if~'
to give more attention to something or do = =
more work on it than anything else, for
example because it seems more important, or |conduce . 1o 1518
it interests you more: She left the band in BrE old-fashioned formal to help to produce a
order to concentrate on her solo career. | particular quality or state: thoughts that con-
Doctors are increasingly concentrating on the duce to unhappiness

prevention rather than the cure of diseases. |
The course is designed so that students can
concentrate on the subjects that interest them CONE

simiLAR To: lead to, promote

most. .
concentrate on doing sth The airline says coned, coned, coning
it wants to concentrate on improving the conefoff

quality of its service.

n
concentrate your attention/efforts etc on |mnr__QﬁJ~_ |,Qou1|50_m:

sth Lewis decided to concentrate his efforts BrE to put a line of cones (=large plastic
on winning the World Heavyweight title. objects) on part of a road, in order to stop
* SmiLar To: focus on cars from wusing it: The fast lane had been

coned offbecause of the accident. | The streets
around the stadium were coned off by the

CONDEMN traffic police.

condemned, condemned, condemning

1

CONFER
conferred, conferred, conferring

condemn sh to death/prison/
hard labour etc

to give someone a severe punishment after + Confer upon is more formal than confer
deciding they are guilty of a crime: In 1814, on and is used mostly in writing.

Joseph Guillotin was arrested, tried and con-

demned to death. | Thousands of people were 1 - on/upon J:

condemned  to hard labour in the mines at formal to officially give a title, degree, or hon-
Nerchinsk. :

% our to someone, especially as a reward for
- SMUAR IO sentence  to something  they have achieved:  Oxford
IF&DQ&IILD_ IS.DEID Im |~ USUALLY PASSIVE degrees were first conferred on women in
) ) 1920. | the highest honour which the country
if you are condemned to an unpleasant situa- could confer on one of its citizens | Otto had
tion or way of life you are forced to accept it the title of emperor conferred upon him by the

and there is nothing you can do to change it:
The island was condemned to centuries of

Pope,
colonial rule. | Animals used for experiments 2 |§&DEL |§.!H on/upon. b

are often condemned to a life of misery and .
kept in tiny cages. | The accident condemned |.QQ.DI£L on/upon. |5b—
her to a lifetime of pain and disability. formal to officially give someone the power or

right to do something: The Constitution con-
fers on Congress the power to declare war.

* .
SIMILAR TO: Qive



3 :I_muman.JSh] 2

|confer. on/upon. =

CONJURE

|be confined fo = _

to have to stay somewhere because you are

. . . ill or injured; The Prime Minister has been
formol to give someone a particular quality or confined to a hospital bed for almost seven
feeling; the sense of superiority that living in weeks now.

the area confers on some of its residents |

. be confined to a wheelchair Curtis is now
Pregnancy seems to confer afeeling of con- fined  t heelchai fi
tentment on Some women. con.me ) 0 a wheelchair after a car
accident in 1990,

CONFESS 3
confessed, confessed, confessing

|be confined to =~

to be forced to stay in a place such as a

confess to _ prison, and not be allowed to leave; Lopez

’ was sent to a maximum security prison where

1 | f gl prisoners are confined to their cells almost 23
_m m ) hours a day. | Once married, women are con-

to admit that you have done something fined to their husbands house, and can't even

wrong or illegal, especially to the police
confess to a murder/crime/robbery  etc
One of the men broke down during ques-
tioning and confessed to the murder.
confess to doing sth Kim Hyon Hui con-
fessed to having planted the bomb which
resulted in the death of all 115 passengers

¥ swar 10 admit

9o out on the street,
4 |confine yourselfto |$

if you confine yourself to something, you
only do that thing or only talk about that
thing; The examples are too numerous to
quote, so | shall confine myself to two. |
Margaret s paintings are most striking when
she confines herself to afew bold colours, and
afew bold strokes of the brush.

2 iconfess f0 =~ % o
i i SIMILAR TO: limit
to admit something that you feel embar-
rassed about; During an interview the CONFRONT

Princess confessed to apassion for bacon and
tomato sandwiches.
confess to doing sth In the end, Mitchell
confessed to not knowing the answer to my

confronted, confronted, confronting

question. 1 lpe confronted . with ISE]
* .
siMiLAR To: admit if you are confronted with a difficult prob-
lem, decision, situation etc, you have to deal
CONFIDE with it or face it: Aid workers are now con-

confided, confided, confiding fronted with the task of feeding all the
) i refugees. | She was confronted with a seem-
confide in ingly impossible choice. | If people are con-
L X fronted with the realities of war, their attitude
| confide .LDJShI towards it changes completely.
to tell someone something that you have not _ simitar T10: be faced with

told other people, especially a personal prob- 2
lem, because you feel you can trust them;

Vera confided in me that she was pregnant,

and was thinking of getting an abortion. | He

had no one to confide in, no one to turn tofor
advice.

CONFINE

confined, confined, confining

lconfront . Isblwith lsth |

to show someone evidence that they have
done something wrong or illegal, in order to
make them admit it: When she confronted her
husband with the photographs, he suddenly
became very quiet.

CONJURE

conjured, conjured, conjuring

+ loongure 1 b | leonjure J5EE]

to make a picture, idea, or memory appear in
someone's mind; The word 'Mediterranean’
conjured up images of sunshine, olive trees,
and a crystal clear sea. | Summer for me con-

1 |Le confined to |m|

to affect only one group of people, or to exist
in only one place; Domestic violence is not
confined to anyone group in society. | The
drug problem is no longer confined to major
cities, and has now spread to many rural

areas.

*SIMILAR T0: be restricted to sth, be limited
to sth

jures up thoughts of green meadows, the scent
of freshly cut hay and the buzzing of busy
insects.

*
siMiLAR To: evoke formol
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CONSIGN

consigned, consigned, consigning

2 loonure wo st | looniure =
to produce or make something very quickly
and suddenly in a way that is surprising: In
the 59th minute Van Den Hornet conjured up a
magnificent goal that brought his team to vic-
tory. | Grandma went into the kitchen, and
within  minutes had conjured up a delicious
meal for everyone.

1 |mn§ign. |ith]§b|m~_

formal to put something or someone some-
where, especially in order to get rid of them:
Natalie read his letter with increasing annoy-
ance, and then consigned it to the trash can. |

CONK He preferred to take care of his mother at
conked, conked, conking home, rather than consigning her to an old
people S home. | Vivpulled out apurple dress
conk out that had long been consigned to the back of
1 lconkout] I . the wardrobe,
Iconsign Isblto =~

informal if @ machine or car conks out, it stops
working:  The washing machine has finally
conked out. |Our car conked out on the way
home.

fw 10. break down

formal to cause someone to be in a bad situa-
tion: Poor education has consigned them to a
life of poverty and street crime. | Cambodia
was consigned to a decade of bloody civil war.

*
SIMILAR To: condemn to
2 [conk outl -
informal, especially AmE to fall asleep quickly
and completely because you are very tired:
Natalie conked out at around four am. in the
middle of watching the movie.
* smiLar To: zonk out informal, especially AmE,
crash out informal

CONSIST

consisted, consisted, consisting

|consist. ip =
formal if something consists in a particular
CONNECT thing, that is the main part of it or the most
connected, connected, connecting important reason for it: The beauty of Venice
consists in the fact that it has so many differ-
] ent styles of architecture. | Freud S greatest
achievement probably consisted in taking neu-
Imn.r:l.e.cL up — | connect Isth |wid rotic patients seriously and exploring their

individual psychology.
consist of

BrE to join something to the main supply of
power, or to the telephone system, or to
another machine: Weonly moved in yesterday
so the phone isn't connected up.
+ to Is the cooker connected up to the gas
yet? |I've connected my speakers up to the
television, so | get better sound.

|consist Of [~ NOT PASSIVE, NOT PROGRESSIVE

if something consists of particular things or
people, they are the things or people that it
includes: a sauce consisting of minced beef,
tomatoes, onion, garlic and seasoning | Her
furniture consisted of a large brass bed, a
wooden chair, and asmall Chinese table. | The
team consists of an editor, three full-time jour-
nalists, and a photographer.

*
siMIiLAR TO: be made up of

CONNIVE

connived, connived, conniving

connive at/in

iconnive atlin =

formol to allow something illegal or wrong to
continue by deliberately not trying to stop it:
The government knew about weapons deals

with Irag, and connived in arms exports
instead of controlling them. | The report

CONSORT

consorted, consorted, consorting

claims that drugs are freely available in our |consort with Isp |

prisons, and that prison warders connive at . i i

drug abuse. formal to spend time with someone who is an
enemy, a criminal, or other person who

people disapprove of: They suspected that he
had been consorting with the enemy. | The
prince had spent his youth drinking in bars
and consorting with prostitutes.
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CONSULT contract in/into

consulted, consulted, consulting | | | lﬁIhl
contract inl lcontract into

consult with N _
. BrE to officially agree to take part in a system,
m with [J_I_I for example for pensions or health insurance:
The company pension scheme was started last
to discuss something with someone before June, and since then 1500 employees have
you make a decision, especially an important contracted in.
official decision: The President consulted with
European leaders before taking action. |After
consulting with his lawyers, Harrison decided contract out
to plead guilty.

+ OPPOSITE: contract out

1 |contract o_ut@_8 |contract |5th lout |

CONTEND if a company or organization contracts a job

contended, contended, contending out, it arranges for another company to do it:
The hospital has contracted the cleaning and
catering services out to aprivate company.

I . |~ + OPPOSITE: . contract in

2 |gontract I
if you have to contend with a problem or a a o .
difficult situation you have to deal with it BrE formal to officially agree to not take part in
have to contend with sth The Prime a system, for example for pensions or health
Minister has to contend with constant criti- insurance:  The government is encouraging

ismf b  hi wv. |Peonl people to contract out of the state pension
cism rgm membpers o _|s own party. T-eople scheme and into personal pension plans
who live near the stadium have to contend instead.

with crowds and damage to their cars.

have sth to contend with She's had a lot to

contend with during the last few weeks. No

+ OPPOSITE: contract in/into

wonder she's stressed. CONTRIBUTE
* smiLar To: deal with contributed, contributed, contributing
CONTENT

contented, contented, contenting @_8

to be one of the causes of something: Bill's

| content )Luu.l:sel.f_mmlslh] drinking contributed to the end of his mar-

. . riage to his first wife, Tammy Stone. | The new
to decide to accept something or do some- drug, one of the company's most successful
thing, even though it is not what you really products, contributed to a 7% rise in profits
wanted:  Meredith could not aff(_)rd a new this year. | Scientists are trying tofind ways of
dress, and had to content herself with wearing reducing our dependence on energy sources
the one she had bought last year. | Francis, that contribute towards global warming.

who had hoped to be made Chancellor, had to

content himself with the post of Minister for

Agriculture. | Meredith was too tired to argue CONVERGE

so she contented herself with an angry glare. converged, converged, converging

* smiar To: make do with
converge on/upon

CONTRACT ¢« Converge upon is more formal than
contracted, contracted, contracting converge on and ismostly used in writing.
|mnxeme_ on/upon. .@.8

lmmm in5th I Immm |~ if a lot of people converge on a place, they

come there from different places and form a

if a company or organization contracts in a large crowd: More than half a million sports
service such as cleaning, it arranges for fans converged on the capital today for the
another company to come into its building London Marathon. | In summer people from
and provide that service: Many companies all over the area converge on Fernandina
now contract in services such as catering and Beach.

cleaning.

+ OPPOSITE: contract out



COOK

COOK

cooked, cooked, cooking

1 Icookupl~

1cOOKIs~

to make a meal quickly: Neneh was in the
kitchen cooking up a dinner of rice, chicken
and black-eye peas.

_*SIMILARE rustle up

ol Lo =

2
to think of a lie or an excuse, especially to
stop someone from blaming you for some-
thing: Rachel cooked up some excuse about
her car breaking down, but | guessed that
she'd been seeing Rupert.
*SIMILARTO: make up, concoct formal, invent
COOoL
cooled, cooled, cooling
cool down

1

|coo| down | |C00| . sbisth ~

|m.al down J~_

to become cool or cooler, or to make some-
thing or someone cool or cooler: Wejumped
into the swimming pool to cool down. |Let the
engine cool down, and then put some water in

the radiator. |lIsyour tea too hot? Do you want
some more milk to cool it down?

fﬂMJ,LABIQ_‘cooI off
lcool = down |

to become calm after feeling angry, or to
make someone calm: Perhaps when they have
had time to cool down and think about it, they
will reconsider. | McKim lost his temper so
badly that he punched hisfriend George, who
was trying to cool him down.

¥ SIMILARTO: calm down. cool off
cool down [ :cool down St

lcool = down |

to stop developing or increasing, or to stop
something  from developing or increasing:
Greenspan raised interest rates last month to
cool down the US economy and make it more

expensive for businesses and consumers to
borrow money.

cool off o vir
cooloffl

to become cool or cooler: We'd been in the
sun all day, so we went for a swim to cool off. ,
| took the bread out of the oven, and left it out
on the table to cool off.

*SIMILARTO: cool down

104

1cool off :

to become calm after being angry: Maybe you
should go away and cool off before we talk
anymore.

*SIMILARTO: calm down, cool down
.cool offl

if you cool off or your relationship with
someone cools off, you stop feeling attracted
to someone: | know it was Valerie who fin-
ished with Rob, but I think he was beginning
to cool off.

COOP

cooped, cooped, cooping

be cooped up

be cooped wp -
to be in a place which is too small or does not
give )lou enough freedom, and be unable to
leave It
+ in The prisoners are cooped up in their
cells for most of the day. |1t was lovely to be
out in the fresh air after being cooped up in
the house all day.

COP
copped, copped, copping

icop Off

BrE informal to meet someone and have sex
with them or start a sexual relationship with
them: So, what's the gossip? Did you cop off
while you were in Manchester?

+ with  Who was it he copped off with at the
Christmas party?

* ) ’
SIMILARTO: get off with BrE informal

Icop. outl

informal to avoid doing something that you
should do or said you would do, because you
think that it will be too difficult or you are
too afraid: WE took a tent with us, but then
copped out when itstarted raining and stayed
in a hotel.
+ of He said that he wasn't going to cop out
of making tough decisions.
*SIMILARTO: duck out
cop-out N [SINGULAR]
informal a way for someone to avoid doing
something difficult or something that they
should do - used to show disapproval: The
government lost its nerve, and in the end
the Bill was just a cop-out. | Thefilm raises
interesting questions, but the sentimental
ending is a complete cop-out.



105 COUGH
COpy A builder came round to our house and costed
copied, copied, copying up thejob for us - he said it'cl be about £2000.
copy down COSsY
cosied, cosied, cosying
lcopy down |~ [copy = down [

to write something that someone has said or
written on a piece of paper, especially so that
you can remember it: The teacher had written

v wd) X

something on the board, and the children were
copying it down. | Here S his address if you
want to copy it down.

SIMILAR TO: write down, note down

BnE to be friendly with someone who is your

enemy or who you should not have a friend - re

ly relationship  with, in order to get an advan-

tage for yourself - used when talking about"

politics: Blair has been accused of cosying up

~C

| to the Liberals.
*
SIMILAR TO: cozy up to AmE
[copy out —~_ [copy — out| v up
if you copy out something that has been COTTON
written, you write it all again on a piece of  qitoned cottoned cottoning
paper: Hilary really liked the cake | made, so ' '
| copied out the recipe for her. | Johanna cotton on
copied out the poem by hand, and mailed it to
her Aunt Mary in Minnesota. Icotton QDJ
* ’
SIMILAR TO: write out BrE informal to start to understand or realize
something: | dropped about six hints before
CORDON he finally cottoned on.
cordoned, cordoned, cordoning +to At last, fashion shops are cottoning on
cordon off to thefact that its not only slim women who

want to buy their clothes.
* SIMILAR TO: catch on

|cordon off lsth] |cordon Isth | offl

if the police or army cordon off an area, they cotton to

put something around it to stop people from

going into it: Police have cordoned off the Icottonto~

Ztr;ie;ssWhe\':asthgo:?szdeedr g)f?kaaﬁcilin‘eghewttjr? AmE to begin to like a person, idea, activity
Y & etc: Workers who quickly cotton to their

dozens of armed security police.

% company S corporate culture are likely to be
SIMILAR TO: close off

promoted.
CORRESPOND *SIMILAR TO: take to
corresponded, corresponded, corresponding COUCH

couched, couched, couching

karrespona 10 [~

if one thing corresponds
related or similar to each other:
us past farmhouses, woods,

to another, they are
The road took
and a lake, but

Ibe couched inl

formal to be expressed in a particular style of

nothing seemed to correspond to the map. | :izgumaggheggzléette:ev‘fls.;?ngnandl $huechfia|n
Employees'  salaries  correspond  to their P . gal jargon. . ty
was couched in rather vague, ambiguous

length of service, and how many children they

have. IReeronogy terms, and could be interpreted

is based on the principle in a variety of

that specific areas of the feet correspond to ways.
different parts of the body. COUGH
COST coughed, coughed, coughing
cost, cost, costing cough up
cost out/Up 1 |Luqﬂ w-_ |m~_

lcost outiup = leost = wpsour |

BrEto do a calculation to find out how much
something will cost: We'll cost out the project
and then see if we want to go ahead with it. |

to bring something into your mouth from
your lungs or throat by coughing: He looked
very weak and pale, and then he started
coughing up blood.



C

COUNT

2

|muuh.w| |mugh.uv|sh

Icoughlsth~ X

informal to pay money for something or pay
money that you owe, especially when you
do not want to: You owe me £10. Come on,
cough up. | Waste Management Inc. told cus-
tomers that they have to cough up another
three bucks for December to cover the extra
trash generated by Christmas.

* SMILAR To: pay up, shell out, fork out

informal

COUNT

counted, counted, counting

2

count against
1count. against Ish:

if something counts against you, it is likely to
stop you from being successful: Always dress
well for work - an untidy appearance will
count against you. 1 Its hard work applyingfor
jobs, and 1am always worried that my age will
.count against me. | His lawyers thought that
Woods' quiet, awkward manner could count
against him.
siMILAR To: tell against BrE formal

to consider that someone or something
belongs to a particular group, or to include
them in the group: Les was a brilliant per-
former, and | was proud to count myself
among his close friends. | The former Presi-
dent helped bring about the Middle East
peace process, and he counts it among his
chief foreign  policy  accomplishments. |
Auspex Systems Inc. is a rapidly expanding
new company that already counts IBM and
DEC among its customers.

* .
sIMILAR To: include

count down

leoucr down 1 leounr. down I~

lecountls~
to count numbers backwards to zero before
an important event starts to happen: Ok, get
ready to count down to midnight - five, four,
three, two, one! Happy New Year! | The crowd
were counting down the final seconds, when
suddenly Eddie Johnson leapt up and scored.
countdown N [e]
when someone counts backwards to zero
before an important  event, especially
before a space vehicle is sent into the sky:

The countdown has begun at Cape
Canaveral.
:be counting down the dayslweeks etc .

to be waiting excitedly and impatiently for

something good that is going to happen:
Once December arrived, | started counting
down the days until 1 would be home again
with my family.
+to "How are you?" “Exhausted. I'm just
counting down the weeks to my vacation."

count for
|.mum..torsnmeth.i.ng_|

to be considered to be important or valuable:

Its nice to know that good old-fashioned
moral values still count for something.

count for nothing/not count for anything
etc The law counts for nothing in this part
of town, where children as young as ten
carry guns. | What 1say doesn't count for
much around here.

count in ,E

count me in!/

spoken informal used to say that you want to
take part in an activity that other people are
planning to do: If you're going to the beer
festival this weekend, count me in! | “Mark,
how do you feel about playing volleyball
tomorrow?" “Count me in!"

* simiLar To: deal me in AmE informal

+ OPPOSITE: count me out

lcountoffi- — leount= X
to count people or things aloud, especially in
order to check if they are all there or to make
sure that you remember them all: Miss
Bradshaw stood counting off the children as
they got onto the bus.
count sth off on you handlfingers (=point
or touch your fingers to help you count
things) Dexter tried to remember the names
of the Great Lakes, counting them off on his
fingers. “Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake
count off .

AmE if soldiers or people in a group count oH,
they call out a number when their turn
comes, to show that they are there: The
soldiers counted off before beginning their
training exercises.

sIMILAR TO: number off BrE

e Count upon is more formal than count on
nd is used mostly in writing. )(

.gount. onlupon =~

to expect something to happen and include it
in your plans: In Spain you can count on sunny,
cloudless skies and a warm sea. | Waiters count
on tips to supplement their wages.



don't count on it! "Maybe soon I'll have a
grandchild." "“Don't count on it, Mom," Roz
winked. “I'm not the marrying kind."

I wouldn't count on it "Perhaps she'll
change her mind and give me a second
chance.” "I wouldn't count on it if I were
you.

¥ s 10 rely on, figure on AmE
Ican count onlupon ~

if you can count on someone, you know that
they will help you or do what you want:
George Smum isgreat - you can always count
on her if you have any problems. | You can
count on me. | won't let you down.

siMIIAR To: depend on, rely on

count out

lcount me out! | -
spoken informal used to say that you do not
want to take part in an activity that other

people are planning to do: “"Were going to the
movies." “"Count me out," said Jennifer, as she

sank into the couch, exhausted. | “Tonight's
special is duck feet soup." "“Count me out!"
said Albert. “I'll have the chicken."

= QPPOSITE: COUNt me in

Icount out ~  lcount Is- X..

to count things, especially money, one by
one as you pick them up and put them mto a
pile: The teller counted out $500 infifty dollar
bills. |Joey took out a wad of banknotes and
started counting them out on the table.

AmE to decide that someone is certain to fail:
Don't count the Colts out. This is going to be
a tough, close game. A lot of people count me
out. They keep asking me: "“When are you
gonna retire?"

* .
SIMIIAR TO: Write sb off

count towards B
count toward ame

|mmmllmm_m|

to be part of and influence the final score,
result, or total: The work that you do over the
three years counts toward your final degree. |
Formula One has a new point-scoring  system
in which all 16 races count towards the title.

+'1 count up Iml ]count' shisth ~

to count the people or things in a group to
find out how many of them there are: The
quiz master counts up the scores, and then
announces which team is the winner. | We need
to count up all the people that we want to
invite to the wedding.

* smiar To: add up

COVER

SEE count on

COUPLE
coupled, coupled, coupling

couple with
isth coupled with =

used to say that two things together cause
something to happen: Lack of rain coupled
with high temperatures cause the crops to
fail. | Better eating habits coupled with
lifestyle changes mean that people in the US
are becoming much healthier.

COVER
covered, covered, covering

cover over
lcover over ISl = sthlover |

to cover the top of something completely
with something else, in order to hide or pro-
tect it: He made a hole in the ground, emptied
the contents of the sack into it, and then cov-
ered it over. | The planes were hidden in thick
bamboo and covered over so that they could
not be seen from the air.

cover up

<C|}' lcover up I5th| |cover s lup !

to stop people from finding out the truth
about something such as a crime or a mis-
take: Confidential information ~ was stolen
from an office in the Watergate building, and
Nixon tried to cover it up.  Hemmings stole a
total of $150,000 from the company, falsifying
the accounts to cover it up. | Although Yeltsin S
heart attack was covered up by the Kremlin, it
was obvious that he was not in day-to-day
charge of the government.
cover up for sb (=protect someone who
has done something bad or wrong by try-
ing to stop people from finding out about
ity Tammy Jones lied to cover up for her
husband, saying that he had been at home
with her on March 15th.
cover-up n [cl
an attempt to prevent the public from dis-
covering the truth about something: The
government immediately began a massive
cover-up, blaming the demonstrators for

Icover up Isth/sb I Icover IM\MI

to cover something or someone with some-
thing, in order to hide or protect them: We 'cl
better cover up all the furniture while we're
doing the decorating. | When the sun is velY
strong, it's best to cover yourself up rather
than relying on sun screens.



Cozy
Ccozy

cozied, cozied, cozying
cozy up ~0~ )

[cozy up to [s_b|

AmE to be friendly with someone who s
your enemy or who you should not have a
friendly relationship  with, in order to get an
advantage for yourself - used when talking
about politics: Bennett accused him of cozy-
ing up to the Democrats. | We cannot continue
to cozy up to dictatorships just because there
is money to be made.

* SIMILAR To: cosy up to BrE

CRACK

cracked, cracked, cracking
crackuwn

Icrack down |

if people in authority crack down on an ille-
gal activity, they become much stricter about
making people obey the law, in order to stop
it from happening - used in news reports
+ on Interior Minister Jean-Louis Debre
wants to crack down on illegal immigra-
tion. | The Mexican authorities have been
cracking down on drug-related crime. | He
accused them of failing to crack down on
terrorist organizations.
* smiLar To: clamp down
crackdown n [cl
when people in authority become much
stricter about something in order to pre-
vent it from happening

+ on a crackdown on drug trafficking

crack on
[erack onl

BrE informal to continue working hard at
something in order to try and finish it: We've
got a lot to do, so we ‘cloetter crack on.
+ with I'm hoping to crack on with the dec-
orating this weekend.
* SMILAR To: get on especially spoken

rerack. upl

informal to become mentally ill and unable to
deal with your life or work: Vince worked a
12-hour day and never took weekends off -
eventually he just cracked up under the
strain. |1've left my car keys in the car. | must
be cracking up!

*amias 100 fall apart
2 \crackupl =

informal  to suddenly laugh a lot, or to make
someone laugh a lot: Everyone in the class

=
=
G0

cracked up when they saw what was written on
the blackboard. | Stuart Sface is sofunny - he
really cracks me up.

* .
- siMiar 1o crease up Brf informal

lsth is not il it's cracked up io be|

spoken used to say that something is not as
good as people say it is: “Being famous is not

all itS cracked up to be" said Whitney.
"There Sa lot of pressure on you."

CRAM
crammed, crammed, cramming

cram in/into
|mm. = into =
to push alot of things into avery small space:
Jessica crammed her clothes into the bag.

Billy decided to see how many chocolates he
could cram jnto his mouth at one time.

lcram inl lcram into ~

if a lot of people cram in or cram into a place,
they go into it and fill it: fVeall crammed in
and Jill started the car. | Around 60,000 fans
will cram into Lambeau Field today for the
NFC Championship Game.

* iMLAR TO: crowd infinto

lcramin~ [cram~

to do a lot of activities in a short period of
time: We were only in New Yorkfor two days,
so we tried to cram in as much sightseeing as
we could. | You can cram an awful lot into two
weeks if you want.

* .
SIMILAR TO: pack in

CRANK

cranked, cranked, cranking

crank out
|.m:ankﬂ.nu1| [crank out =~

AmE informal to produce a lot of something
very quickly: He cranks out detective novels
at the rate of three ayear.

*
SIMILAR TO: churn out

lgrank up = lcrank = :>

informal to make the sound of something, espe-
cially music much louder: fVecranked up the
volume and sang along at the top of our voices.

*
_ SIMILAR To: turn up

Icrank up [~ (crank |~

to make an engine start working by turning a
special handle: Joe cranked up the engines,
and the plane prepared for take off.
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CRAP CRATE
crapped, crapped, crapping crated, crated, crating
e Crap is a rude word and some people are crate up

offended by it.
|crate wp lst] lcrate Isth | |

to pack something into a crate (=a big wood-
en box used for carrying goods): The rhino
was crated up and flown to the Mara game
reserve in Kenya.

|crap QDJ

BrE informal to talk about something for too

long in a way that is boring and annoying
+ about Steve was crapping on about how
good he is at hisjob, and how wonderful his
boss thinks he is.

* SmiLar To: bang on BrE informal

CRAWL
crawled, crawled, crawling

be crawling with

1 |m crawling with ~

if a place is crawling with insects, it is cov-
ered with them in away that is very unpleas-

CRASH
crashed, crashed, crashing

crash around,

ALso crash abo'ut s 2~

Igrash around/about |

informal  to move around making a lot of
noise: The guy in the flat upstairs came home
drunk last night. JVe could hear him crashing
around at 4 o'clock in the morning. | Some
kind of animal was crashing about in the long
grass behind us.

crash down

sb's hopesldreams/world
come crashing down

used to say that someone fails to achieve
what they want, or something bad happens
to someone and they are very unhappy or
disappointed:  Rover S hopes of winning the
championship came crashing down last night
when they lost 3-0 to Liverpool. | When Toni
left him, his whole world came crashing down.

come crashing downlbring sth
crashing down

to stop working well or being successful, or
to make something do this: One by one the
royal marriages have come crashing down. |If
the housing market collapsed, it would bring
the whole economy crashing down.

Cl"ashout .. o-
.

spoken informal to go to sleep very quickly
because you are very tired often in a chair or
on the floor: 1 was so tired last night, 1 got
home and just crashed out on the sofa.

* smILAR To: zonk out informal, especially AmE,
conk out informal, especially BrE

ant: 1woke up and the sheet was crawling with
lice. 11suddenly noticed that my pudding was
moving - it was absolutely crawling with ants.
1be crawling with =

if a place is crawling with a particular kind of
people, it is full of them - used to show dis-
approval: ] went to look round the cathedral,
but it was crawling with tourists. | We've got to

get out of here - this place is going to be
crawling with cops soon.

CREAM
creamed, creamed, creaming

cream off

1 Igream off = Icream [sth= _

BrE informal to take the profits from some-
thing or the best part of something for your-
self, your company etc in a way that seems
unfair or illegal: Most of the profits are
creamed offby insider dealers. | The suggested
increase in tax would cream off a good deal of
the extra money that people now have. |
Private bus companies just cream off the most
profitable routes, leaving many people without
a decent bus service.

* smuar 1o, skim off
|cream ﬂ|5_bl |cream ;b|ﬂ|

to take the cleverest or most skilful people in
a group away from the others, and treat
them in a special way or give them special
training: The more academic children were
creamed ofl at the age of eleven and sent to
grammar schools. . We employ lots of people
at junior management level, and then cream
off the best for top management positions.
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CREASE side that may creep out younger kids. | His
creased, creased, creasing long fingernails and weird smile really creep
' ' me out.

|crease | |crease |S~
- e e I~

BrE informal to laugh a lot, or make someone
laugh a lot: When he took off his pants we all
creased up with laughter! |Jo could imitate
anybody and always made him crease up.

* SIMILARTO: crack up Informal

CREDIT

credited, credited, crediting

credit with

if an unpleasant feeling creeps over you, you
gradually begin to feel it: The boat began to
sway, and a wave of nausea crept over me. ,
He looked at me with his cold blue eyes, and |
felt a chill creep over me.

|r.|:een.(.umm~_

BrE spoken to pretend to like someone, espe-
cially someone in authority, and be very

1 lcredit [l with = USUALLYPASSIVE friendly to them so that you can get an
to believe that someone is responsible for advantage for yourself: Nigel makes me sick-
something that has happened, especially an he's always creeping up to Diane, the lab
important change that has a big effect: David manager.

Bailey is credited with changing British pho- * SMILARTO: suck up to, Kiss up to AmE
tography, breaking down class barriers with informal

his striking images.
2 icredit [0 with ~

to accept or believe that someone has a par- 1 lereep upon 1=~
ticular quality: 1 wish you'd credit me with a to move closer to someone until you are next
little intelligence! to them, without making any noise and usu-
ally from behind, so that they do not know
CREEP you are there: You shouldn't creep up on peo-
crept, crept, creeping ple like that. You nearly gave me a heart

attack! | Armed men crept up on the van and
opened fire with machine guns.

ol | into Isth | : e
1|r.|:eeu.m Creep nto S Icreegmmt

if a feeling creeps in or into something, you 2

gradually begin to feel or notice it: Doubt if a feeling or state creeps up on you, you
started creeping into her mind. Maybe he was experience it gradually, so that you do not
lying? | It was one week before I started my notice it at first: Old age is creeping up on me.
new job and anxiety was creeping in. | A note I'm getting slower and feeling more tired than
of bitterness had crept into his voice, and | I used to. | Fatigue creeps up on you when
became aware of how anary he was. you're stressed at work, and destroys your

Dbody's ability to resist illness.

2 |creeg i_n| |creeg into |§B
3 loreen up on ||

if something bad or unwanted creeps in or

into something, it appears there even though if a time or event creeps up on you, it seems
people have tried to prevent it: Afew spelling to happen sooner than you expected: The end
mistakes always creep into every book. | Gang of term seemed to creep up on us. | Christmas
activity has slowly crept into the town over the has crept up on me this year - | haven't
Jpast four years. bought any presents yet.

3 lIcreep inl l-cr-e-e-p-in-t-o-~

if a word or custom creeps in or into some- C’RISP .
thing, people gradually start to use it: A lot of  Crisped, crisped, crisping
American words are creeping into British
English. | Western customs and values are
slowly creeping in, and it's difficult for local | ! | | ! |~ | - |Sth\]~
people to hang onto their native culture. crisp up b fersp up L ferisp

BrEif thin food crisps up or you crisp it up, it

becomes pleasantly hard, because you have
| | | | | | heated it at a high temperature: Fry the bacon
creep Is6lout | Icreep out Ish at a high temperature to crisp it up. | Thin pizza
AmE informal to make someone feel nervous bases are best, because they crisp up nicely.
and slightly frightened: The movie has a dark
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CROP 2 leross over | loross qver =

cropped, cropped, cropping BrE to walk from one side of a road to the
other: Make sure you look both ways before
you cross over. | We crossed over the road to
look at the shops on the other side.

1 loop . X .
— SIMILARTO: walk across, cross

if something; especially a problem, crops up,

it happens or appears suddenly or when you 3 |nmsa mLF.r.l
did not expect it: Please let me know if any-
thing crops up while I'm away. |He Shad to go
back to the office - apparently something S
cropped up. | Three more cases of the disease
have cropped up in Germany and the
Netherlands.

* .
SIMILARTO: come up, arise (ormol

to start supporting a person or group that
you opposed before: The Republicans are
putting forward a moderate candidate, in the
hope that this will encourage disaffected
Democrats to Cross over.

+ to Churchill used to be a Liberal at
one time, before he crossed over to the
2 Jcrop upl' Conservative Party.
*

if a name or subject crops up, you hear it ~ SIMILARTO; come over, defect (ormol

being talkgd about' or dlscussgd: Your name 4 lcross aver |

kept cropping up in conversation. | Has the

subject of money cropped up yet? if an entertainer crosses over from one area
of entertainment  to another, they become
successful in the second one as well as the
first

+ into David Duchovny is one of many

television stars who are trying to cross over

into the movies .

* SIMILARTO: come up, be mentioned

CROSS

crossed, crossed, crossing

I ————————

I |____ - I Cross-over AD) [ALWAYS BEFORE NOUN]

loross off 1= =~ sthish loffl a cross-over musician or singer is one who
plays a mixture of two different styles of

|cross Isthish |off 5th | music: Cross-over jazz/blues artist Maria

to remove aword or someone's name from a Muldaur  will headline this year Sfestival.

list by drawing a line through it: I've done the

g - 5 lcross over |
washing, so we can cross that off the list. | _— =

Jane said she won't be able to come, so I've to change from being popular with just one
crossed her off. particular group in society to being popular
* SIMILARTO: cross out, delete with people from all groups in society

+ to/into Stevie Wonder and James Brown
were among the first black acts to cross
over o white audiences in the 1970s.

leross out = lcross Isth~ | |
to draw a line through something that you 6 res ouer
have written, usually because it is wrong: if a disease that affects a particular type of
She crossed out the word ‘Miss' and wrote animal crosses over, it starts to affect another
'Dr'<instead. | He read the sentence again, type of animal as well
Ten scowled and crossed it out. + to/from HIV had begun in African mon-
SIMILARTO: delete keys and crossed over to humans. |In the
crossings-out N [PLURAL] late 1980s, scientists discovered that the
BrE words that have been crossed out: His disease could cross over from cattle to
essay was full of crossings-out. humans.
* .
Cross over SIMILARTO: pass
1 |cross over | |cross over |§t_h| CROUCH

to go to the other side of something or a crouched, crouched, crouching

place: Each year thousands of illegal immi- CI’ObCh dOWﬂ' v
grants cross over the border. | Wecrossed over

the bridge and followed the wet and muddy lcrouch down |

path along the bank. | Braddock Splan was to

cross over the rugged Appalachian mountains, to bend your knees and lower your body so
and attack the French at Fort Duguesne. that you are very close to the ground: I quickly

crouched down behind the wall, hoping that
they wouldn't see me.
+ to do sth Ben crouched down to examine
something on the ground.

+ to Wade stood up and crossed over to the
living-room  window.
* SIMILARTO: cross



CROWD 2

CROWD crumbles away, it gradually breaks into little
crowded, crowded, crowding pieces and disappears, because it is very old:
The castle walls were slowly crumbling away. |
crowd around Some of the floorboards were rotten and had
aso crowd round se fmm@-m I
2 lcrumble away
lcrowd aroundiround |

to gradually become weak and disappear,
|_Q|'_Qm aroundlround  ~ especially after being very strong: Brigg s
determination was slowly crumbling away. |

|fagrot:ﬁ_ of p;(])ple crowd arour:d s?metzrc:ne The Roman Empire crumbled away over a
or something,  they come very Close to them period of about two centuries.

and surround them, for example in order to
hear or see them better: Everybody crowded
around to have a look at the baby. | Hundreds CRUMPLE

of people crowded round the stage door, wait- crumpled, crumpled, crumpling

ing for the stars to appear.
crumple up

crowd in/into
1 lcrumple up~  lcrumple Isth lup!

~| to crush a piece of paper or material, by
Icrowd ~~linto Isth | pressing it into a ball in your hand: George
crumpled the page up and threw it in the bin.

Icrowd inl Icrowd into ~

to go into a place in large numbers so that it *

is very full, or to make people do this: The - SMUAR IO screw up BrE, wad up AmE

doors opened, and everyone crowded in. | 2

Several hundred people crowded into the ferumple. up: .

church for the funeral service. | The prisoners to bend over suddenly at the waist or fall

were crowded into a tiny dark room and left over, for example because you have been hit

there. by something or you are in pain: A bullet

* MILAR To: cram infinto ripped into his flesh and he crumpled up in
agony.

be crumpled up Ifound Laura all crumpled
. up in a corner of the room.

lerowd in onlupon Ish |
if a lot of thoughts or feelings crowd in on

you, you cannot stop thinking about them CRUSH .
and they upset or worry you: Too many  crushed, crushed, crushing

thoughts were crowding in on her, and there
was no solution to any of them. | Alvin tried to crush up
shut his mind against the fears that kept
crowding in on him. |m u,p|

BrE informal if people crush up, they move
crowd out very close to each other so that their bodies
| | | | | are touching because there is not much
crowd, out Isthish | lerowd Isthish ~ space: We can fit everyone into my car ifyou
if one group of people or things crowd out don't mind crushing up.
another group, the firsF group ?s so big and be crushed up The train was so full that we
strong that it makes it impossible for the were crushed up against complete strangers.

second group to succeed or exist: Bigger
software firms are crowding out smaller
businesses. | The weeds will crowd out your CRY

other plants, ifyou don't get rid of them. cried, cried, crying
see crowd around/round cry off . Igry off=
BrE informal to decide not to do something
CRUMBLE that you have agreed or arranged to do: We ‘cl

arranged to go to Spain together and he cried
off at the last moment. . Josh cried oil the trip
to town, saying he had a headache.

*
SIMILAR TO: drop out

crumbled, crumbled, crumbling

1 lgrumble away |

if something made of stone, brick, wood etc



cry out

|r_r.y outl lcry out =~
to suddenly shout something or make a loud
noise, especially because you are afraid or in
pain: Did you hear anyone scream or cry
out? | Sammy saw her in the distance and
cried out her name.
cry out in fear/horror/pain etc Even the
smallest movement made him cry out inpain.
*SIMILAR TO: scream out

cry out against

lcry out against ~ X
to complain or protest strongly about some-
thmg: People have been crying out against the
use of chemicals onfarm crops for years.
SIMILAR TO: protest
outery N [cl
when a lot of people complain or protest
strongly about something
+ against/over There was a public outcry
over the decision to raise interest rates
again.

|be crying out for ~

informal to need something very urgently: The
country was crying out for a period of politi-
cal peace. | Small businesses are crying out
for skilled workers. IOur criminal justice sys-
tem is crying out for change.

CUDDLE
cuddled, cuddled, cuddling

cuddle up

Icuddle upl

informal to sit or lie very close to someone and
put your arms around them, in a way that
shows you love them: Why don't we just cud-
dle up on the sofa and watch TV?

*
SIMILAR TO: snuggle up

CULL

culled, culled, culling

hm;_nan:

formal. to choose or collect things from vari-

ous dilferent places: The statistics were culled

from a variety of sources. | a collection of

songs culled from five of the group S albums
sIMILAR To: take from

u CURSE

CULMINATE

culminated, culminated, culminating
culminate in
lculminate  in [~
if a series of events culminates in something
happerung, It gradually leads towards it and
ends with it: A series of clashes eventually
culminated in a full-scale war. | There is a
minimum of sixty days' training, culminating
Informal examinations.
* smiar To: end in

CURL
curled, curled, curling
|

1 Jdcurlupl
to lie or sit with your legs and arms bent
towards your stomach, because you feel
comfortable, relaxed, or warm in that posi-
tion: "I like this music," said Rosie, curling up
beside Hal on the sofa. |1 crawled into my

sleeping bag and curled up in a tight ball.

be curled up Mum was curled up with a
book infront of the fire.

2 leurt U

if something flat curls up, its edges start to
become curved and point upwards: The pho-
tograph was starting to curl at the edges. |1
put the leaf inside a book to stop it from
curling up.

CURSE

cursed, cursed, cursing

curse out

leurselsb~

AmE to shout at someone, saying rude words,
because you are angry with them: In her
diary Nicole wrote that her husband cursed
her out and threatened her the week before she
was murdered.

*SIMILAR TO: Cuss out AmE

be cursed with

|be cursed with =

to have a particular problem or disadvantage

that makes you less fortunate than other
people: Since childhood she'd been cursed
with a speech problem. | Rowan was one of
those people who seem to be cursed with bad
luck.



LURTAIN

CURTAIN
curtained, curtained, curtaining

louctain o= lourtain Jn I~
USUALLY PASSIVE

to put a curtain around a particular area in a
room in order to separate it from the rest and
make it more private: The bed next to mine
was curtained off.

*
SIMILAR TO: screen off

CUSS

cussed, cussed, cussing
cuss out

|c¢ss_[:|o_ut| cuss out ~

AmE to shout at someone, saying rude words,
because you are angry with them: Cheswick
used to cuss out the secretaries when he was
unhappy with their work.

SIMILAR TO: Curse out AmE

CuT

cu~ cu~ cutting

1 Icut across Isth1
to go across an area of land instead of going
round the edge of it, because it is the short-
est way: It only takes ten minutes to get to the
village ifyou cut across the field. | The train
takes. the shortest route and cuts across the
desert.

¥ swiar 10 cut through
2 leut across lsth |
if a problem or subject cuts across different
groups of people, it affects or concerns all of
them, or they all have the same opinion
about it in spite of their differences: The drug
problem cuts across all social classes. | There
were a lot of redundancies, which cut across
every level of the company.
sth cuts across party lines (=people from
different political parties have the same
opinion) The abortion issue cuts across
party lines in the US.

3 lcut across ~

BrE to be very different from another idea,
method ete: This idea was common in Ancient
Roman times, but it cuts across the Christian
view. | His methods cut across the established
ways of doing things and were seen as revolu-
tionary.

* SIMILAR TO: go against
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cut away

lcut away = [cut Sth |away |

to remove an unwanted or unnecessary part
of something by cutting it off: Cut away any
fat, and slice the meat into thin pieces. |Any
dead wood needs to be cut away to make room
for new growth.

SIMILAR TO: cut off

cut back

leut back | lcut backisth | "'lsthl back |

to reduce the amount of money that you
spend, or the amount of something that you
use: During the recession a lot of businesses
had to cut back, and unemployment rose
sharply. |Since the children were born, we've
had to really cut back our spending.
cut back on sth The company has been told
that it must cut back on research.
* SmiLar To: reduce
cutback n [cl
a reduction in something, especially the
amount of money you spend: 2,000 jobs
will be lost because of civil service cut-
backs.

+ io a cutback in defence spending

2 lcutback~ ~backl
to cut or remove some of the branches of a
plant in order to encourage it to grow more
strongly: Raspberry bushes need to be cut
back to within afew inches of the ground.
* SIMILAR TO: prune back

1?'| cut down litb |

leut down |

to reduce the amount, number, or size of
something:  Could you try and cut down the
amount of time you spend on the phone? | The
government is looking at various proposals
for cutting down the number of cars on our
roads. | In the end the book had to be cut
down, in order to meet the publication date.

+ on If we want to cut down on crime, we
need to spend more on law enforcement.

*
— sMuaR I reduce

i
1" Lot doun

to eat, drink, or smoke less of something that
is bad for you, in order to improve your
health or lose weight: It's difficult to give up
alcohol altogether, but try and cut down as
much as possible.
+ on It's the fatty foods you need to cut
down on ifyou want to lose weight.



cut down ﬂ] rcut 5th 1down |

to remove a tree, or a lot of trees in a forest,
by cutting them so that they fall to the
ground: Several trees had to be cut down
before the building work could start. | Cutting
down the rainforest has a terrible effect on the
environment.

* SIMILARTO: chop down, fell

rcut down =_ icut 15bidown |
to kill or seriously injure someone with a
weapon, especially a gun: One of the women

was cut down by a bullet while carrying her
daughter to safety.

cut in:

to interrupt someone by saying something:

“Actually," Marc cut in, "that's not quite true."
+ on She has a very annoying habit of cut-
ting in on people while they're speaking.
SIMILARTO: interrupt

lcut inl

if d machine cuts in, it starts to operate when
it is needed: The fan will automatically cut in
if the engine gets too hot.

* SIMILARTO: switch on, come on
leut inl

to suddenly drive into the space between
two moving cars when there is not really
enough space for you to do this safely: A blue
Mercedes overtook me at 90 mph and then cut
in right infront of me.

lcutin~ =blinl
informal to allow someone to take part in a
plan, business etc, or to share the profits

from something:
cutting Sam in.

+ onJoey wants to be cut in on the deal.
AmE if you cut in butter or other fat, you mix
it into flour using a knife: Cut in the butter
until the mixture is sticky.
leut in[
old-(ashioned  to interrupt two people who are
dancing, in order to ask one of them to dance

with you: "Do you mind if | cut in?" Mark
asked, smiling at Katy.

No one was very keen on

Icut into Isth |

to push a knife or a similar tool into some-
thing in order to make a cut in it: She took the
knife and solemnly cut into the cake.
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CuT

2 lcut into =

to reduce the amount of time, money etc that
you have available for something, by using
up a lot of it: Simon was now working a sev-
enty-hour week, which obviously cut into his
social life. |By that time | had two ex-wives to
support, which really cut into my earnings.

lcut into |sthish |

if something such as a rope cuts into some-
one's skin, it is so tight that it cuts the skin
and hurts it: The ropes began to cut into her
flesh as she struggled to get free.

Icutofflsthl ~

to separate part of something completely
from the rest by cutting it with a knife, scis-
sors ete: How much of your hair do you want
me to cut ofj? IOne of his fingers was cut off
in the accident.

cut-off AD) [AIWAYS BEFORE NOUN]
especially  BrE cut-off trousers have been
made much shorter than usual by cutting
off the bottom of the legs: Cut-off jeans
were very fashionable that year.

|cut off |sth/sb | E!\]sth/sb =~

to stop the supply of electricity, gas, water,
money, or goods from getting to a place: If
there is an earthquake, the electrical supply
will be immediately cut off. | The US threat-
ened to cut off economic aid to South Africa. |
The gas company is threatening to cut us offif
we don't pay the bill immediately.

Ibe cut off |

if a place is cut off, it is very difficult to get
to, for example because it is a long way from
any other place: Some of the mountain vil-
lages are extremely cut off and can only be
reached on foot. | Some villages and farms
were cut off by snow for two weeks.

be cut off .

if the people living somewhere are cut off,
they cannot communicate with other coun-
tries or people, for example because they are
a long way from them, or because it is not
allowed
+ from Rumania was a Communist dicta-
torship, cut off from the outside world. |
Prisoners were left alone for weeks, cut off
from all contact.

be cut off by the tide/the floods/
the fire etc

to be trapped and unable to leave a place
because you are surrounded by water or by
fire: Wed better leave the beach by five
o'clock or we'll be cut off by the tide. | Whole
villages were cut off by the floods.



CUT

6 lIfeel cut off!

if you feel cut off, you feel lonely because
you cannot meet and talk to other people
+ from | like working at home, but some-
times you feel cut offfrom other adults.
* smiar To: feel isolated
~ CUtOff~
to stop communicating  with someone or
having a friendly relationship ~ with them,
often because you are angry with them
about something: June came from a religious
Protestant family, who cut her of]'when she
married a Roman Catholic.
cut off relations with sb/sth In 1904 Japan
cut off diplomatic relations with Russia.
cut yourself off (=deliberately avoid seeing
people in order to be alone) After his wife
died, hejust stayed at home and cut himself
off from his family and friends.

8 Jeutoffl~ -

to take away someone's right to receive yoUt
money or property when you die: He knew

that his father would cut him off without a

penny if he married Elizabeth.

9 cut off [~ Icut Isb~  UsUALLY PassIVE

if you are cut off while you are speaking on
the telephone, you are unable to finish your
conversation  because the telephone connec-
tion is suddenly broken: My money ran out
and | was cut off.
get cut off We got cut off before he could
give me his address.

to prevent someone from finishing what
they were saying, by interrupting  them:
“"Mark!" his father cut him off "I don't want
you talking to your mother like that!"

AmE to suddenly drive in front of a moving
car in a dangerous way: When a careless dri-
ver cuts you off, get his license plate number
and report it to the police.

cut out

lcutout~ ~outl

to remove something by cutting round it
with scissors or a knife: Slice the avocado in
half and cut out the stone.
+ of | cut the job advertisement out of the
newspaper and kept it carefully.

2 (cutout~ ~(outl

to cut a piece of paper, cloth etc so that it is
in a particular shape: The children were busy
cutting out circles and squares.

=
2}

cut-out N [e]
a shape that has been cut out from card: a
life-size cardboard cut-out ofTony Blair

lout out = Icut IgH] out |
to stop eating, drinking, smoking etc some-
thing, especially in order to improve your
health or lose weight: | wish I'd cut out ciga-
rettes years ago. | You really ought to cut out
alcohol, or at least drink less.

;kiLM.I.I.AB.m.Q.h&W
leut it out!lcut that out! |

spoken informal used to tell someone to stop
doing something because it is annoying you:
“Cut it out! Brady yelled as the other guys
took his clothes and began throwing them
around the room.

* SMiaR To: stop it!, knock it off spoken
informal

|not be cut out for Isth lto do =

if someone is not cut out for a job or an activ-
ity, they do not have the qualities that you
need to do it: After the first two months, Jim
realized that he wasn't cut out to be a police-
man. |1 don't really enjoy being at home with
the children - Ijust wasn't cut out for it!

lcutout~ ~outl

to remove part of a book, film, speech etc, for
example because it might offend people: The
editors of the book asked me to cut out sever-
al paragraphs.
+ of A number of scenes had been cut out of
the original movie.

=loutl

to stop someone from taking part in some-
thing, or from having a share of something
+ of In a sudden temper, Joss cut me out of
the deal.
cut sb out of your will (=stop someone
from receiving any of your money or
property when you die) We'd had our dis-
agreements, but it was still a shock when
my father cut me gut of his will.

e qut Lt | leur st [+

to make part of a process unnecessary by
making the process simpler and more direct:
A new station is due to open at the airport,
cutting out the need for a long bus or taxi
journey to catch aflight.
cut out the middleman (=deal directly
with people or companies yourself, so that
you do not have to pay more money to
someone else to do it) All our goods come
straight from the factory, so we can cut out
the middleman and keep our prices down.



9

10

11

lcutout~  ~Isthloutl

to prevent light or sound from coming into a
place, or to prevent a view from being seen:
Very thick curtains will cut out the sound as
well as the light. | The new houses will com-
pletely cut out our view.

* smiar To: block out, shut out

leutout]

if an engine or machine cuts out, it suddenly
stops working: Then the engine cut out alto-
gether, and we were stuck in the middle of the
lake.
cut-out AIso cut-out device N [c]
BrE a part of a machine that stops the
machine working if there is a problem:
The motor has an automatic cut-out device
if it starts to overheat.

1cut outl

AmE to leave suddenly: Bob cut out right after
the movie, but the rest of us had coffee and
talked for a while.

cut through ~

to go through a particular place instead of
going round it, because it is the shortest way:
It was still light, so we decided to cut through
the forest.

_*SJ.M.I.LAB. Io. cut across

|mn1hmuah.~_

to quickly find a way of dealing with some-
thing, for example a set of official rules, so
that it does not prevent you from doing what
you want: Smith cut through a lot of bureau-
cracy to get the children out of Bosnia.

17

CuT
3 cuf through ~

to move quickly and smoothly  through
something, especially water: Further out to
sea, .2 motorboat cut through the water.

4 lcut through ~
if a road, path, or river cuts through an area,
it passes through it: The road cuts through
some fantastic scenery, before dropping down
to the sea.

cut Up
L~lcutuplsthl - ~

to cut something into small pieces, especially
food: Could you cut up the onions for me? |
Dan was in the garden, cutting wood up for
the fire.

X swuag 100 chop up

2 lbe cut upl
informal, especially BrE to be very upset about
something that has happened

+ about When Sam ~father died last year,
he was really cut up about it.

3 |be (badly) cut up!

to be injured in a lot of places, by being in an
accident or fight: She was lucky to survive -
her head was badly cut up. | Morrison last
fought in October, when he was cut up and
knocked out by Lennox Lewis.

4 Jcut upl

AmE informal if a class of students cuts up, the
students behave badly: By 3:00 on Friday,
even the best class cuts up.



DAB 18

stream etc, especially by building a special
wall across it: The river has been dammed up
toform a series of lakes.

DAMP/DAMPEN

damped, damped, damping

dampened, dampened, dampening
DAB

dabbed, dahbed, dabbing
1 |damp/dampen  down =
[dab at~ |damp/dampen . ~

especially BrE to reduce or control something
and prevent it from increasing any more:
Jenna took a deep breath in an attempt to
damp down her anger. | Tax increases were a
way of damping down consumer  spending.

2 |da.mnldampﬂn_ down =
DABBLE | |
dabbled, dabbled, dabbling dampldampen  Isth [down [

especially BrE to make a fire burn more slowly,
especially by covering it with something or
putting water on it !

to touch something several times with quick
light movements, especially with a cloth in
order to remove something: | came in tofind
Mark dabbing carefully at a dark stain on the
carpet. |Dinali sniffed and dabbed at her eyes.

|dabble  in~

) _ _ damp/dampen down a fire/blaze Marty ran
to do something or become involved in for help, while | got some water from the
something in a not very serious way, for stream 1o try and damp down the fire.

short periods of time: Eckford became a
wealthy man, bought a big house and dabbled 3 |damp/dampen  down [~
inpolitics. |He dabbled in drugs a bit when he

was at college, like most people of his genera- ‘damp/dampen  sth' down |
tion. especially BrE to put a small amount of water
on something, in order to make it wet or flat:
DALLY Rick was in the bathroom as usual, damping
dallied, dallied, dallying down his hair.
] DASH

1 [dally with ~ _ dashed, dashed, dashing

to consider an idea or plan but not in a very

serious way: We've been dallying with the X
idea of moving our offices to Cambridge. | [dash off|
Both parties have been dallying with econom- informal to leave or go somewhere very quick-
" reform. ) ly: He dashed offbefore | had a chance to thank
simiLar To: play around/about  with, toy him ['I'm just dashing off to get my hair cut.

with * gmiar To: rush off, shoot off

2 |M with |S; 2 |dash off_8 |dash |sth |0ff| )(
old-fashioned o _have a short romant!c or to write or draw something very gquickly,
sexual - relationship  with someone,  without especially because you are in a hurry: Lilly
having serious feelings for them that are dashed off a note and left it on the table,
likely to last: Tristram didn't want everyone "to explaining where she'd gone.

know he'd been dallying with one of the
servant girls. | She accused the major of
dallying with her affections.

siMiLaR To: play around/about

sIMILAR To: scribble down, jot down

DATE
dated, dated, dating

DAM

dammed, dammed, damming | |
date back

to have existed since a particular time in the
damup[~ ~ past - used especially to say that something
. . . has existed for a long time: a tradition which

to stop the water from flowing in a river, dates back well over a thousand years



+ to Parts of the castle date back to the
fifteenth century.
*SIMILARTO: go back

DAWN
dawned, dawned, dawning

« Dawn upon is more formal than dawn on

and is.mostly used in writing.
|dawn onlupon =

if something dawns on you, you realize it for

the first time
it dawns on sb (that) It suddenly dawned on
Steve that he 'clbeen making a complete fool
of himself | Then it dawned on me that I
was totally wasting my time in this job.
sth dawns on sb The size of the task infront
of us was slowly dawning on me.

* SIMILARTO: strike

DEAL
dealt, dealt, dealing

deal in

1 ldealin~

[

to buy and sell a particular type of thing as a
business: The company dealt in stocks and
shares. | My father used to deal in stamps,
medals and coins. | Penalties for dealing in

illegal drugs are strict.

Ideal in Isth |
to be interested in something or want to
achieve something:  Kirov dealt in getting

results and it didn't matter how he got them. |

Laurence was not a man who dealt in
rumours.
IdeallshB

to give someone cards so that they can play
in a game of cards: Shall I deal you in, Mick?

Ideal me in[

AmE spoken in(ormal used to say that you want
to be included in an activity or an agreement:

Ifyou canfind a way of making money from it,
deal me in!

* SIMILARTO: count me in! spoken

Ideal out~ Idealls~outl

to give something to a lot of different people:
She dealt out the sweets to all the children. |
The money that was collected was dealt out to
the poor.

* SIMILARTO: give out, hand out, share out
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DEAL
lgea ot 1~ e lsnaour |

to give playing cards to each of the players in
a game: The girl opposite Karl began dealing

out the cards,

3 Ideal out = Ideallsili] outl
(ormal to give a punishment to someone: The
punishments  dealt out to the rioters were

extremely harsh.

* SIMILARTO: mete out (ormal, administer
(ormal

deal with "

Idealwith~

to take action in order to solve a problem or
make sure that something is done properly:
Staff are trained to deal with customer prob-
lems in a sympathetic way. | Who is dealing
with the accommodation arrangements for the
conference? | Troops were sent in, but they
were poorly equipped for dealing with the
riots. | We're still trying to deal with all the
replies we had to our advertisement.

fSM ARIQ: handle, tackle

Ideal with =

(ormal if a book, speech, or film deals with a
particular subject, it is about that subject, or
that subject is discussed in it: Carr's previous
books have dealt with the events leading up to
the war. | These ideas are dealt with more fully
in Chapter Four. | His speech dealt mainly
with the problems of health and education.

X S aRTO: cover
|deal with =

to do business with someone or to discuss
important  matters with them: We've dealt

with that particular company for many years. |
The Israeli Prime Minister; Mr Yitzhak Shamir;
refused to deal with the PLO,

Ideal with t"

to meet or talk to someone as part of your
work: As a lawyer, | deal with hundreds of
people every year. | If you want to work in
sales and marketing, you need to be good at

dealing with people.

|deal with =~

to succeed in facing a difficult situation in a
way that does not have a very bad effect on
you emotionally:  Simon s still struggling to
deal with his divorce. | Giving evidence in
court was really hard for her, but she's dealt
with it sofar,

|eat with |s» |

to punish someone because they have done
something  wrong: Suspected terrorists are

severely dealt with by the courts.
* SIMILARTO: punish
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DEBAR + with In the harbour, the ships were all
debarred, debarred, debarring decked out with flags and coloured lights.

DECLARE
declared, declared, declaring

| debar |S~ from ls,[h,] USUALLY PASSNE
declare against

formal to prevent someone  from doing
something by law or by an official rule: All

the terrorist groups were debarred from declare. against. =
participation in the talks. formal to state publicly that you do not agree
be debarred from doing sth Military with someone or something, or do not sup-
personnel were debarred from voting. port them: Austria and Russia were ready to
take action, but Serbia declared against it.
DECIDE * SmiLar To: come out against
decided, decided, deciding —
decide against | for | |
|mgaain_st~_ formal to state publicly that you agree with

someone or something, or support them: The
situation was hopeless, and Sir Charles
Munro declared for withdrawal of the troops.

to decide not to do a particular thing, or not
to choose someone or something: Quite a lot

of engineering  students eventually decide %

against a career in engineering. |In the end siMILAR TO; come out in favour of
the committee decided against me, and chose

a much younger man instead. DEDICATE

decide against doing sth More and more  dedicated, dedicated, dedicating
eople are deciding against having chil- .
o ¢ o dedicate to

1 |dedicate ~

to say that a book, film, song etc has been

« Decide upon is more formal than decide . A
written or made in order to express love or

on and js mostly used in writing. respect for a particular person: I'd like to dedi-
Id . |~ cate this song to my wife. | This book is dedi-
decide  on/upon. I ____ cated to my children, Jamie, Laurie and Jo.
Fo choose something or someone after think- 2 |dedi _ USUALLYFASSIVE

ing carefully: In the end we decided on a small

ltalian restaurant. | Have you decided on a to give a building a particular person's name,
date for your wedding yet? or to write people’s names on something that

has been built, in order to show respect for
them: The church is dedicated to St Nicholas
* and dates from 1125. | On the village green

smiLar To; settle onlupon there is a statue which is dedicated to those

DECK who died in the Great War.
decked, decked, decking 3 Idedicate yourself/your  life to (doing) |;

to give a lot of your time and effort to some-
thing or someone, because you care about
them a lot: Hoster had dedicated his life to the

+ what/where/which etc First, you have to
decide upon which subjects you like best.

1 Ideck out = Ideck = out lusuaLLy passie army. | When Rosie became ill, he dedicated
to put on special, often brightly coloured himself to caring for her.
clothes for a particular occasion a Ibﬁ . 10 J:

+ in Everyone was decked out in their best
Sunday clothes for the annual outing to the
sea.

deck yourself out Derek had decked himself
out in a black leather jacket, green socks

and red shoes. DEFER
deferred, deferred, deferring

to be made or used for one particular
purpose: The research centre is dedicated to
space biology.

*
S 1o dress up
2 Ideckout- deck—out

USUALLY PASSIVE

|deter 1o Ististh |

to decorate something with flags, flowers, .
formol to accept someone else's opinion or

bright colours etc for a special occasion



decision, because they know more than you
or are more important than you: My mother
deferred to my father on all the important
decisions.
defer to sb'sauthority/judgment/knowledge
etc Tim thought it best to defer to Sarah S
superior know/edge.

ideliver. uplover =

Idetiver Igthlsh ~

formol to give something or someone to a per-
son in authority, especially because you have
been ordered to: All relevant documents must
be delivered up to the court. | The terrorists
have agreed to deliver over the hostages.

*
SIMILAR TO: hand over, surrender

DEGENERATE
degenerated, degenerated, degenerating

DELVE

|degenerate  into ~ delved, delved, delving

if something degenerates into a confused,
violent, or unpleasant situation, it becomes
more and more confused, violent ete: The
march degenerated into violence as demon-
strators smashed barriers and threw stones at
police. | The discussion degenerated into a
shouting match.

Idelve into =
to try to find more detailed information that
is not well known: | spent some time delving
into the history of the area in local libraries
and churches. | Sometimes delving into the
past can help us understand the present better.
D_ELlGHT Lo SIMILAR TO: dig into
delighted, delighted, delighting
DEPART
departed, departed, departing
|delight jn =
formol to get a lot of pleasure from something,
often from doing something that other
people disapprove of
delight in doing sth He was an unpleasant
boy who delighted in teasing younger
children. | The media seem to delight in
revealing the most intimate details about
the private lives of the rich and famous.

lgepart rom [SHh]

formal to do something in a way that is dif-
ferent from the usual or expected way: In the
1970s, a lot of schools departed from tradi-
tional educational practices. | In some of his
later paintings, the artist departs from his
usual method.

* .
SIMILAR TO: deviate from

DELIVER

delivered, delivered, delivering DEPEND

depended, depended, depending

1 . deliver vourself of :sth + Depend upon ismore formal than depend

formal to say something, especially in a very op and is mostly used in writing.
confident way: Patrick loudly delivered him-
NOT PASSIVE

self of several unpleasant remarks about
women ip

1he delivered  of 2 baby. |

BrE old-fashioned to give birth to a baby: The

following morning Sarah was delivered of a
baby girl.

*SIMILAR T0: give birth

deliver on a promise/agreement _ e1c :
formal to do something that you promised or
agreed officially to do: Ministers have been
attacked for failing to deliver on promises
made three years ago.

|depend on/upon -
to need something or someone's help in
order to do something or in order to be suc-
cessful: | bought a car so | didn't have to
depend on public transport all the time. | Until
now the country has depended almost entirely
on its oil revenue.

+ for Most of these birds depend upon

insects for food.

+to do sth I'm depending onyou to get this

finished by tomorrow.

*
- SIMILAR TO: rely on

|depend on/upon . |Sthish [not passive

to be influenced or changed according to




DEPRIVE

particular conditions: Completing the building
work in time will really depend on the weather. |
The park closes between 5and 7pm, depending

122

derogate from the basic principles of the

treaty.
f siiar oo deviate from

on the time of year.
+ what/whether/how etc The success of
any economy depends on how it is managed
by the government.
it depends on sth I'm not sure what time
we'll arrive, 1t depends on the traffic.

3|;aud.enmd.m~

if you can depend on someone or something,

you can trust them and feel confident that
they will help you or do what you want: You
can depend on Jane - she S always ready to
help.

2 |derogate from Igth]

formal, especially BrE to take away some of
someone's rights, duties etc: This new legisla-
tion does not in any way derogate from the
rights of the landlord.

DESCEND
descended, descended, descending

descend from
1 |be descended  from =

sth you can depend on If you live in the to be related to someone who lived in the
country, you need to have a car you can past, especially someone famous or impor-
depend on. tant: My mother always claimed she was
* SmiLar To: rely on, trust descended from Abraham  Lincoln.
DEPRIVE 2 lbe descended  from -~
to have developed from something that

ri ri rivin
deprived, deprived, depriVing existed in the past: These ideas are descend-

ed from those of the ancient philosophers.

|deprive . Isb/sth =
to prevent someone or something from hav-
ing something that they need or want: Alat
of these children have been deprived of a nor-
mal home life. | A large section of the popula-
tion was deprived of the right to vote. | We'll
talk about it later - I don't want to deprive you
of sleep.

Idescend into |~
gescenc,

if something descends into a confused, vio-
lent, or unpleasant situation, it gradually
becomes more and more confused, violent
etc. By this time the police investigation had
descended into total chaos. | There is a danger
that Chechnya will descend into further vio-
lence and poverty.

DERIVE

derived, derived, deriving into

* SMILAR TO: degenerate
descend on/uRon . ,

Descend upon is more formal than descend

1ldﬂD&Llhltmmjl _(.)_Dandjsmnmlmedinwriting.

formol to get satisfaction, pleasure, or an
advantage from something: Its a demanding
job, but he derives a lot of satisfaction from
it. | Most of the companies had derived posi-

|derive from/be derived from |

to develop or come from something else: A
lot of words in English are derived from
Latin. | William Morris S designs derived from
his deep love of nature.

*
SIMILAR TO: come from

DEROGATE
derogated, derogated, deragating

I
1 ldsmua.m. from J:
formal, especially BrE to do something different

from what is agreed in law or by an agree-
ment: The United Kingdom has sought to

|dssae.nd..0.uhm9.n.~

if a group of people descend on a person or
place, they all arrive suddenly, often without
being invited: If friends suddenly descend on
you at the weekend, you just have to hope you
have something in the freezer. | Thousands of
foothaUfans  descended  on the town.

liescend onupon I~

if a type of weather, or silence, calm etc
descends on a person or place, it seems to
start very suddenly: A heavy fog suddenly
descended on us, and we realized that we were
lost. | It was early evening, and calm had
descended  upon the river.

|descend . on/upon =

if a sad feeling descends on you, you sud-
denly start to feel it: A black depression
descended on her at the thought of the future.




123 DEVOTE

not deviate from the original text of his
speech.

*
SIMILARTO: depart from

hsceng 10 1~

if someone descends to very bad or unac-
ceptable behaviour, they behave in that way:
| was completely amazed that he could
descend to such rudeness.
descend to doing sth By this time Mr and
Mrs Popple had descended to shouting at
each other.
descend to the level of sb/sth (=behave as
badly as someone or something else) With-
out civilized society, we would descend to
the level of animals.

DEVOLVE

devolved, devolved, devolving

devolve to/upon/on
;______EMMmmLEM
|dﬂLQhLLIQﬂ.I.QQ.D[QD_ Bl]

formal if/ower  or a position of authority is
devolve to a person, group, or organization,
it is given to them: The minister put forward
! . . plans to devolve power to regional parlia-
descend upon o ' : ments in Scotland and Wales. | The following

see descend on year; the presidency devolved upon Pascal

Trouillot.
DESPAIR
despaired, despaired, despairing DEVOTE

. devoted, devoted, devoting
despair of

devote to

1 Idespair of ~
1 Idevote Isthito ~

formal to feel that there is no hope that some-

thing will ever happen or improve: | really

despair of public transport in this country!
despair of doing sth Months passed, and |
began fo despair of ever seeing her again.

| ) ~
to feel that there is no hope that someone
will ever be successful, or do what they
should do: "You're not even trying at school!"
my father said. "I despair of you!"
despair of sb doing sth | was twenty-two,
and my family had despaired of me ever
finding ajob.
SIMILARTO: give up on

DETRACT

detraaed, detraaed, detraaing

—
|detract from IS0

to make something seem less good, or to
reduce its value: The other team certainly
played badly, but that should not detract from
our victory. | Obviously a noisy road nearby
detracts from the value of a house.

* Lo
SIMILARTO: diminish, take away from

DEVIATE

deviated, deviated, deviating

to do something in a different way from the
usual or expected way: The Chancellor did

to use a lot of your time and energy for a par-
ticu~ar purpose, because you care about it a
lot: He retired early in order to devote more
time to his interest in drama and music. |
Mother Teresa devoted her life to helping the
poor and needy.
devote yourself to (doing) sth For twenty
years Sutchbury had devoted himself to the
museum.
|.dﬂLQIL =0 =
to give money, space, or attention to a par-
ticular activity or subject: More funds and
resources need to be devoted to the care of old
people. |Every US newspaper devotes a lot of

space to weather forecasts.
| be devoted  to Isbisth |

to love someone or care about something a
lot, and give a lot of your time to them: Mr
Summerfield was described as a shy man, who
was devoted to his family. |Like many scien-

fists, she is completely devoted to her work.
Ibe devoted to ~

to be about a particular subject, or to be used
for a particular purpose: A large part of the
book is devoted to the years leading up to the
war. | In the Eastern part of England, most
farms are devoted to arable crops.



DIAL

DIAL

dialled, dialled, dialling
dialed, dialed, dialing AmE

dial in/into
laia in | dia into lsh

to connect one computer to others by using a
modem. A modem is a piece of electronic

equipment  which lets one computer send
information  to another through  telephone

wires: It can take quite a long time to dial into

the Internet. |People working at home can dial
in over a modem, and get access to their files.

dial-in AD) [AIWAYS BEFORE NOUN]

a dial-in service, system etc connects one
computer to others by using a modem:
Comcast plans to set up a dial-in service.

1dial outl
to use a telephone in order to phone some-
one who is not in the same office building as

you: If you want to dial out, press nine and
then dial the number.

DICK
dieked, dieked, dieking

« Dick is arude word and some people are
offended by it.

dick around

1 Idick ~ around |

AmE informal to deliberately make things diffi-
cult for someone: Carlson always dicks me
around - maybe | should find a better agent.
* MR To: jerk around AmEinformal, mess
around BrE informal

Z |dick around |
AmE informal to waste time by doing silly
things: Now get to work, and | don't want to
see you dicking around.
* SimiLar To: fool around, mess about/around
DICTATE

diaated, dictated, diaating

| dictate to Igh|

to tell someone exactly what they should do
or how they should behave, often in a way
that annoys them because you have no right
to do this: Just because you're older than me
doesn't give you the right to dictate to me!
+ whatlwholhow  etc The government
should not dictate to employers how much
they pay their workers.
* amiLar To: order about/around
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DIDDLE
diddled, diddled, diddling

11¢

|diddle around |

AmE informal to waste time and not try hard to
succeed: Samuel mostly diddled around in
college, getting by with the lowest pass
grades.

* . .
simiLAR To: dink around AmE informal, mess
arou nd informol

diddle with
\giddle. with ISIE]
AmE informal to play with something by mak-
ing small movements with your hands, usu-
ally without thinking about what you are
doing: Ruth was sitting in an easy chair, did-

dling with a small American flag.

|diddle with ~

AmE informal to make small changes to some-
thing which are intended to improve it but

do not: The President and Congress keep did-
dling with the national debt.

* smiar To: fiddle around (with)

DIE
died, died, dying

.
if something such as sound, light, or the
wind dies away, it gradually becomes weak-
er and then stops: The sky became dark and
the sound of heavy bombs died away. |At last,
in the early morning, the wind began to die
away.
stMiLAR To: fade away

die back

Idie back |

if a plant dies back, its leaves and flowers die,
but its roots are still alive: Cold weather
causes the plants to die back, but they will
usually return in the spring.

* .
SIMILAR TO: Wither

Idie down |

if something such as noise, excitement, or
fighting dies down, it gradually decreases in
amount, until it stops completely: Forester
looked around the room, waiting for the
laughter to die down. . The fuss caused by
Howe S resignation eventually died down.

* amiLar To: subside formal



lbe dying for ~

BrE informal to want or need something very
much, especially something to drink or eat:
I'm dying for a cup of tea - how about you? |
By this time we ‘clbeen travelling all day, and
we were dying for a good meal.

SIMILAR TO: long for

die oH
|die off |

if a group of people or animals die off, they
die over a period of time until none of them
are left: Most of the old people had died of);
and the young ones had moved to the towns. |
In the Yangtze River, dolphins are dying off at
an alarming rate.

die out

1 [die out|

if all of a type of animal or plant dies out,
they gradually decrease in numbers and then
stop existing completely: Many wild plants
and animals are in danger of dying out.
*SIMILAR TO: become extinct

2 1die out

if a custom, tradition, or skill dies out, it grad-
ually disappears and people stop doing it or

using it: During this century a lot of the old
country crafts have died out.

DIG
dug, dug, digging

2 [HiSISh] @il i
to mix a substance into soil by digging, in
order to improve the quality of the soil: 1
need to dig some manure in before Iplant the

L0568,

|dig your heels inidig in your heels|

to refuse to do something in spite of other
people's efforts to persuade you: Sara just
dug in her heels and refused to co-operate. |

When we tried to argue about the price, he
dug his heels in.

diginl

if soldiers dig in, they dig trenches that they
can go into for protection. Trenches are long
holes dug into the ground: Allied troops
arrived at Ypres and began to dig in.

be dug in (=be in trenches) The German
army was dug in along a ten-milefront.

_—

if you dig in your pocket or bag, you put
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your hand in it to try to find something: John
dug in his shirt pocket and produced a small
photograph.

5ldigin~ =

to push something sharp into a surface or
into part of someone's body: She reached for
his hand, clutched it and dug in her long nails.

6 Iidigi
BrE spoken informal used to tell people to start

eating the food that is in front of them: Dig
in! There's plenty for everyone.

* ) .
SIMILAR TO: tuck in BrE informal

7 \digi
AmE informal to begin to do something in a
determined or excited way: When his mother
became sick, Tyler really dug in and helped
the rest of the family.

dig into

1 1dig into i5th |
to put your hand into something such as a
pocket or bag in order to try to find some-

thing: Mrs Bennet dug into her purse and
handed the girl afew coins.

2 |digath linto! ath |
to mix a substance into soil by digging, in
order to improve the quality of the soil:
Before planting leaf vegetables dig sulphate of

ammonia into the soil, to produce healthy
growth.

3 |diginto~
to use part of a supply of something, espe-
cially money, that you had intended to keep:
We've had to dig into our savings to payoff
the debt. | The bank is digging into capital
reserves to retain the confidence of its cus-
tomers.

* -
SIMILAR TO: dip into

2 laigino |~
to try to find out more information about
something, especially someone's private life:
As detectives dug deeper into the secret life of
Thomas Courtney, they discovered some
surprising facts.
* ;
_ SIMILAR TO: delve into

5 Idig into I~ ldig Isthlinto Isthl
to press something or be pressed against part
of someone's body in away that causes pain:
The straps of my rucksack were digging into
my shoulder. | Casey grabbed hold of me, dig-

ging his thumbs into my throat so that | could
not breathe.

6 ldiginto |~
to start eating food: He sat down at the table
and dug into aplate of steaming pasta.

* SIMILAR To: tuck into BrE informal




DIG

dig out

H 1
1 ligou I~ @iJsth' |
to search for and find something that you
have not seen for a long time: | read an arti-
cle about that in a magazine - I'll see if I can
dig it out for you. | Dig out your old dancing
shoes and join in the fun.

* .
sIMILAR TO: dig up

to look for and find information, especially
information  that is difficult to find: The TV
station employs a group of researchers, who
are always ready to dig out whatever informa-
tion is required. |1 took the opportunity to dig
out afew facts and figures about this remote
island.

= out of trouble/a mess/a crisis etc |

to succeed in helping an organization, country
etc which is failing or in a bad situation, so
that it becomes successful again: They decided
that Gerstner was the right man to dig the com-
pany out of trouble. | People grew impatient
with Mr Zhivkov S inability to dig Bulgaria out
of its economic and political crisis.

dig over

lio ver b | =1 ouer |

to dig a piece of ground and break up the soil,
before planting things in it: Dig over the
flowerbeds and remove any weeds.

and discovered that he had smoked
cannabis as a student.

4 Idigupl~ igls~

to search for and find something that you
have not seen for along time: | know I've got
the book somewhere at home - I'll see if I can
dig it upfor you

sIMILAR To: dig out

DILATE
dilated, dilated, dilating

dilate on

|dilate on Isth] usuaLLYpassIivVE

formal to speak or write a lot about a particu-
lar subject or idea: In the last chapter Penzias
dilates on the role that religion can play in
politics.

DIN
dinned, dinned, dinning

~ USUALLYPASSNE

BrE old-fashioned to make someone remember
or believe something by repeating it to them
many times: Respect for our elders was
dinned into us at school. |ideas and attitudes
that had been dinned into his headfrom birth

* smiLar To: drum into

DINE

dig up dined, dined, dining

1ldigupl~ ~

to dig holes in the ground, or to remove a 1dine inl

floor: Can you believe it - they're digging up
the road again! |Police have dug up the floor
of the house in their search for the body of a
man who went missing six months ago.

2ldigupl~ ~

to dig and remove something from the
ground that is buried or that is growing in it:
Ancient Roman treasure, including thousands
of coins, has been dug up in afield in Suffolk. |
We had to dig up the rose bushes and trans-

3 QUIDUE]  1dig sty 1up!

to discover hidden or forgotten information
by careful searching, especially about some-
thing bad or illegal that someone has done in
the past: When you become famous, the press
will dig up everything they can about your past.
dig up dirt on sb (=try to discover some-
thing bad or illegal that someone has done
in the past) They searched through confi-
dential files to dig up dirt on Mr Clinton,

formal to eat dinner at home, not in a restau-
rant: Please tell Anton that we shall be dining
in this evening.

* SiMiLAR To: eat in

|dine offfon ~

formal to eat a particular kind of food for din-
ner, especially expensive food: We dined on
lobster and strawberries at the Ritz Hotel.

Idine outl

to eat dinner in a restaurant - used especially
in written English: Dining out on the island is
a real pleasure, for there is a wide range of
restaurants at very affordable prices. | Dine
out in style in this grand Victorian mansion,
serving French and world cuisine.

*
SIMILAR TO: eat out



dine out on =

erE humorous to often tell a story about some-
thing special that happened to you, in order
to entertain people during meals: Bessie once
met the Dalai Lama and she has dined out on
it ever since.

DINK
dinked, dinked, dinking

I
|.dj.n1s.a.m.und.|

AmE informal to waste time, especially by
doing small, unimportant jobs slowly: Quit
dinking around and get to work! | What am |
doing here, dinking around with my friends,
instead of working on my campaign?

* SmiLar To: futz around AmE Informal, diddle
around AmE informal

DIP
dipped, dipped, dipping

dip into “
1 |dip into ISE] >Z.

to use part of an amount of money that you
had intended to keep: She's had to dip into
her savings to pay the medical bills. | Profits
were seriously low, and the company was
forced to dip into reserves.
dip into your pocket (=pay for something
with your own money, when normally
someone else would pay) Parents are
being asked to dip into their pockets for
new school books.

* Lo
— SIMIAR IO dig into

|dip into ISE]

to read short parts of a book, magazine etc,
without reading the whole thing: It's the kind
of book vou can dip into now and again.
luin imo 186 <,

to put your hand into a bag or container to
take something out: Janet dipped into her
handbag and pulled out a letter. | On her lap

was a large tub of popcorn that she kept
dipping into.

DISABUSE

disabused, disabused, disabusing

]
|disabuse Isb =

formal to persuade someone that something
they believe is untrue: [ was under the
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DisH
impression that my essay was rather good, but
the professor soon disabused me of that
notion.

DISAGREE

disagreed, disagreed, disagreeing

disagree with

|disagree . with. 15)
if something, especially a type of food, dis-
agrees with you, it makes you feel ill: I never

eat seafood - it disagrees with me.

DISAPPROVE

disapproved, disapproved, disapproving
disapprove of:

|disapprove  ofl~

to think that something or someone is bad,
wrong, or unsuitable: Sophie's parents didn't
really approve of her new boyfriend. | Many
people still disapprove of the idea of sex
before marriage.

e orrosrrt: approve of

DISASSOCIATE

disassociated, disassociated, disassociating
see dissociate

DISCOURSE

discoursed, discoursed, discoursing

|.dj§mu§Lm|§I.|J|

formal to make a long speech about some-
thing: Poindexter discoursed on language and
culture, and the relationship between them.

DISH
dished, dished, dishing

dish out

1 Idish out = Idish = out |
informal to give things to a group of people:
They want me to dress up as Santa Claus and
dish out presents at the kids' Christmas party. |
UT7e'regoing to have a display, and we'll prob-
ably dish out some leaflets there as well.
¥ smuar 10 hand out

2 laish our lsth | lgisn lsth soue |

to serve food to people by putting it onto
their plates: Jo, would you dish out the ice-
cream. |Dolores had cut up a huge melon and
dished chunks out on their plates.

* '
SIMILAR TO: dish up. serve up
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| Idish out ~  ldish ~|0_ut| 2 |dispose of lsth |
informal  to give people advice or criticism formal to sell something that is worth a lot of
without  thinking about it carefully enough: money, such as shares in a company or parts
These lawyers make a fortune dishing out of a company: The government wanted to dis-

expensive advice to clients.
sb can dish it out but they can't take it
(=used to say that someone likes to criti-
cize other people, but does not like to be
criticized) Lloyd's a bully - he can certain-
ly dish it out, but when they start getting at
him, he can't take it.

lgish out = lgisn 1~ our |

AmE to pass the ball to another player so that

they can score points easily in a game such as
basketball or hockey: Mark Jackson dished

pose of its shares in the loss-making state rail
network. | Granada's decision to dispose of 40
of its top hotels was applauded by city ana-
lysts.

¥ SIMILARTO: sell off
laispose  of ko |

to deal with a problem, question, or job suc-
cessfully: The Kennedy administration wanted
urgently to dispose of the whole issue to avoid
any further embarrassment. | The case has
now been finally disposed of by the European
Court.

out 12 assists for Indiana.
dish up

U adish wp 1~ adish [ upy s wpt Y
BrE to put food onto plates so that it is ready

4 |dispose of Ish!

to defeat an opponent: Having disposed of
Newcastle, Manchester United went on to beat
Liverpool in the FA Cup final.

*
to eat: Can you dish up the vegetables? - SIMILARTO: defeat
They're on the sideboard. | I'll open the wine 5 |dispose of b
- you dish up.

to kill someone or arrange for them to be
killed: Stalin used the secret police to dispose
of his rivals. | This is a country where politi-
cians, judges, and business rivals are dis-
posed of nearly every day.

*S_IMILARTO: dish out, serve up
2 ~ |dlsh~

BrE informal to produce something without

much care or effort: Throughout the summer,

_—

TV channels have been dishing up a diet of old SIMILARTO: kill
movies.
DISSOCIATE also
DISPENSE DISASSOCIATE

dispensed, dispensed, dispensing dissociated, dissociated, dissociating

1 ld.issmi.a.tL.)mu.tseJﬁmm_lshlslh.|

to show that you do not agree with a person
or organization, so that you avoid being crit-
icized for their opinions or actions: The
organisers of the protest were quick to disso-
ciate themselves from the violence that had
erupted on the streets. | The President was
becoming increasingly unpopular. and several
government ministers began to quietly disas-
sociate themselves from him.

fsma.u.ARm;.d.isxa.nna yourself from

|dispense . with Isbisth |
formal to stop using something or someone
that you would normally use, or get rid of
someone  or something  because you no
longer need them: Some companies have dis-
pensed with middle managers altogether.
Morenz had dispensed with his suit infavour
of a more casual look.
dispense with formalities (=not behave in
the polite formal way that is considered

normal because you are in a hurry) Mills

dispensed with the usual formalities and 2 |dissociate  Isth/sh |from |sthish |

ot straight to the point.

g 9 P formal to consider two things or people to be

separate and not connected to each other:

DISPQSE L Traditional teaching has tended to dissociate
disposed, disposed, disposing science from technology.

— DISSOLVE
1 |dispose of |sib | dissolved, dissolved, dissolving

dissolve into

1 |dissolve into fearsllaughter/giggles |
to lose control of yourself and start to cry or
laugh: She suddenly dissolved into floods of

to get rid of something, especially something

that is difficult to get rid of: Dahmer had dis-
posed of his victim 's body by burying it in the
woods. | Hazardous chemicals must be dis-
posed of carefully, according to strict safety
procedures.



tears. "I hate you!" she said. "l hate you!"
Vicky started tickling the boy, and he dissolved
into giggles.

|disso|ve into |_~

to develop into a bad state: Tragically, it now
seems a deadly certainty that the region will
dissolve into war. | Order dissolved into chaos,
as an angry mob ran though the streets, loot-
ing shops and setting cars on fire.

DISTANCE

distanced, distanced, distancing

distance yourself from
|distance  yourself from =
to say that you are not involved with some-
one or something, or to try to become less
involved with someone or something: The
Labour Party had been careful to distance
itself from Marxism. | All Gore's attempts to
distance himself from the controversy have
failed, as the press keep questioning him
about his involvement.

* SimiLar To: dissociate yourself from

DIVE

dived also dove AmE, dived, diving

dive in
1 Igive [0l
to start doing something very eagerly, espe-
cially without stopping to think before you
do it: Think carefully about what sort of dog
is the right one for you, before diving in and
buying one.

SIMIIAR TO: leap in
dive ip |
to start eating some food very eagerly: Mrs
Birkin brought breakfast out on a tray, and
Lisa dived in hungrily.

* simiLar To: dig in! BrE spoken informal, tuck in
BrE informal

laive inso b |
if you dive into a bag, cupboard etc, you put
your hand into it very quickly to get some-

thing out: "What about shoes?" Louise dived
into her carrier bag and pulled out a pair of

white sandals.

litve iot0 1~

if you dive into an activity, you start doing it
very eagerly: Williams dived into the election
campaign with great enthusiasm, convinced
that we could win.

|dive into Igih]

if you dive into a place, you go into it very
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DIVIDE

quickly: | saw my ex-boyfriend walking down
the street, so Ijust dived into the nearest shop.

4 |dive jnfo ~
if you dive into food, you start to eat it very
eagerly: Moving over to the buffet, Waiter

immediately dived into a plate of smoked
salmon sandwiches.

* SIMILAR TO: dig into informal, tuck into informal

DIVEST
divested, divested, divesting
divest of - v

1 Idivest yourself of ~

formol to get rid of something that you own:
The Corporation has already divested itself of
unwanted properties worth over £3 million. |
The American Supreme Court ordered the
Hollywood studios to divest themselves of the
monopoly . control of the cinemas.

2 |d.i1esL¥Mﬂ.f. of=

formol to take off something that you are
wearing: Father Devlin divested himselfofhis
overcoat and sat down.
be divested of sth Divested of his robes, the
judge appeared to be a very ordinary man.
*
- SMuarTo: take off

3 Idivest yourself of ~

formol to get rid of an idea or attitude that you
had because you realize that it is wrong:
Even the most scholarly historians find it
difficult to divest themselves of prejudice.

a divest~ofisth

formol to take away someone's power,
wealth, or rights - wused especially about
kings, queens etc: On 8 March 1198, the
Cologne assembly divested King Philip of his
title.

DIVIDE
divided, divided, dividing

if you divide a larger number by a smaller
number, you calculate how many times the
smaller one fits into the larger one: Divide 21
by 3.
divided by sth 6 divided by 3 is 2.

divide into

if you divide a smaller number into a larger
number, you calculate how many times it fits

into it: Divide 6 into 48. | 7 divided into 42 is
6.



DIVORCE

divide off

|divide oft= Idivide =

to separate part of a room or area from the
rest of it, using a wall, fence etc: A wooden
fence divides off the western side of the gar-
den.

*
SIMILAR TO: separate off

1 divide up=_ :divide =
|diide. L)
to separate something into smaller parts or
groups or become separated into two or
more different parts: Make sure you divide up
the time you spend on each question equally in
the test.
+ into The USA is divided up into 50
states. | The frog 's egg divides up into two
separate cells.
2 idivide up =~ ld-iv-id-e-l-sth~~

to separate something into two or more parts

and share them between two or more people
+ between/among  The money is to be
divided up equally between her two sons. |
The stolen diamonds were divided up
among the gang.

* SMiLaR To: share out, divvy up informal

DIVORCE

divorced, divorced, divorcing

divorce from

1 |be divorced from =

to be completely separate or different from
something: Latin was written in a classical
style that was divorced from the spoken forms
of the language. |Spending all our time in air
conditioned buildings, we have become
divorced from the natural world.
divorced from reality (e-not based on any
sensible idea of what is possible or practi-
cal) His political theories were so divorced
from reality, that no one else would take

them seriously.
2 ldivorcel~
to separate two ideas, subjects, or things
completely:  Gandhi asserted that it was

impossible to divorce morality from religion.
*
SIMILAR TO: Separate

DIVVY
diwvied, diwied, divying
I
Idivwy up = Idivwy =

informal  to divide something

and share it

i
o

among two or more people or groups: The
committee  divvied up donations  equally
between Democrats and Republicans.

* SmiLar To: divide up, split up

DO

did, done, doing
do about

~labout~
to do something in order to solve a particular
problem or improve a bad situation: | really
don't know what to do about my weight, itjust
keeps going up and up. | "Our car keeps get-
ting broken into." "What are you going to do
about it?"
do something/nothing etc about sth It's
time they did something about the traffic in
London. | You must stop worrying about
what happened - there's nothing you can do
about it now.

do as
ldoas~

BrE if something will do as another thing, it
can be used instead of that thing: He laid out
the map on an upturned cardboard box that
did as a table.

*SIMILAR T0: do for, serve as/for

to get rid of something or stop doing or using
something:  The government has done away
with free 'Ye tests for everyone. | There is a
new computer that does away with the key-
board - you control it using your voice.

;kSIMILAR 10 get rid of

2 Ido away with =
informal to murder someone: No one had seen
Mr Potter for a while, and my father joked that
perhaps his wife had done away with him.
siMitar To: do in informal, bump off Informal,
murder
do down
=downl
BrE informal to criticize someone unfairly and
make them seem stupid or unsuccessful: It's
really bitchy in the office - they're always
doing people down when they're not there.
do yourself down (=criticize  yourself
because you lack confidence) Don't do
yourself down! You look lovely.
1 |pe done for |

informal if someone is done for, they are in
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such a bad state or situation, that they will 2 [iQ]S_b lover |
certainly die, fail, be in serious trouble etc: If
we get caught, we're done for. |McCabe had a
terrible head wound, and | could see that he

BrE spoken informal to attack and injure some-
one: if you don't pay up, he'll send his mates
round to do you over.

was done fO/: *
SIMILARTO: beat up
2 |he done for | , Ido % ]
if something is done for, it is so badly dam- ddo mr_ ouerl
aged that it cannot be used any longer: There Informal, especially AmE to decorate a room or
was a huge explosion, and when the smoke house to make it more attractive: We really
cleared we could see the ship was done for. should do the bathroom over - it's looking
JdO really shabby.
3 fod- * SIMIIAR TO: do up
if something will do for another thing, you
can use it instead of that other thing: On the
wall was apolished piece of metal that did for lt
a mirror. Ado uplsthl  =sthl __ up]
*SIMILARTO: do as, serve as/for to fasten clothes, shoes etc: "I'm cold." "Well

why don't you do up your coat?" | Can Daisy
do her shoelaces up yet?

* SIMILARTO: fasten

1~
. + OPPOSITE: undo
spoken to make someone extremely tired: All
that running around has completely done me in. 2 1do upl
be done inI'm going to bed - I'm done in. BIE if clothes do up, they fasten: This skirt
* SIMILARTO: tire out, wear out does up at the back. | The zip s broken - it
won't do up.
2 ldolsh fSIMILARE fasten
informal to murder someone or attack them so
that they are badly hurt: | don't reckon she 3 Idoupisthl j-l-u—
died of a heart attack - I reckon her husband informal to repair or decorate an old car or
did her in. building, so that it looks much better: They
* SIMILARTO: do away with, bump off informal, Jbought an old house and they're doing it up.
murder 4 | do f .I.J.D|
do out informal to put on nice clothes and make your-
self look attractive: Sue spent hours doing
ldoout~  —outl herself upfor her date.
spoken, especially BrE to make aroom look nice * SIMIIAR TO: doll up informal
by decorating it: The Idtchen % been done out ;
nicely, with tiles and new units and evely- do with
thing.
do sth out in blue/pinkipinewood etc The |be/have something - fo do with =
bedrooms are all done out inpink and cream. spoken to be connected with something in
some way: | don't know much about his job,
do out of but I think it's something to do with the stock
market.
|m|_$b|0_tlt£ﬁL o not have anything to do with sth/have
to cheat someone by not giving them money nothing to do with sth (=not be connected
that they are owed, or sor'nethm'g that should with something) His decision to retire
belong to them: The way i see it, they've done didn't have anything to do with the recent

me out of three vyeeks' wages. | The insurance problems in the business.
company wouldn't pay up, and Mrs Wilson . T
feels she % been done out of money that right- what's that got to do with it? (=used when
fully belongs to her. you think someone has mentioned some-
thing that is not connected with the sub-
ject) 1 know she's been married before, but
what's that got to do with it?
1 |b_e done over |
it's got nothing to do with you/

BrE spoken informal if someone's house is done what's it got to do with you?

over, thieves get into it and steal things from

it: Did you know Mark's flat's been done over spoken used to tell someone that they should

again? not ask questions about something because it
SIMIIAR TO: burgle is a private matter: Why should | tell you what



DO

1 was doing in Paris? It's got nothing to do
with you. | Yes, dhave a boyfriend - but what's
it got to do with you?

3 Icould do with [sbisth |

spoken to need or want someone or some-
thing: 1could do with a drink. 11 could have
done with some help this morning. | We could
do with someone to run the office while
Maggie s on holiday.

* SIMILARTO; need
4 |what do you do with yourself |

spoken used to ask someone what they spend
their time doing: What are you going to do
with yourself this weekend?
not know what to do with yourself (=not
know how to spend your time) June didn't
know what to do with herself after she

retired,
5 lwhat has Ish |done with I8l

spoken used to ask where someone has put
something:  What have you done with my
pen? 11had my keys in my hand a minute ago,
and now 1don't know what I've done with
them.

6 = daing with lsh-
spoken used to ask why someone has some-
thing when it does not belong to them: What

spoken used to ask what arrangements should
be made for something or someone: What
shall we do with the kids while you're work-

ing?
8 1 can't do with Is~
BrE spoken used to say that something s

annoying you very much: | can't do with all
this noise - you'll have to play outside.

do without

- oo withour | 1o withour 15w |

to succeed in dealing with a situation with-
out someone or something that you want or
need: 1 can't afford a car, so 1guess I'll just
have to do without. |So England must do with-
out two of their best players in the vital World
Cup gualifying  match on Saturday.

2 1 can/could do without Isth

spoken used to say that something is annoy-
ing you or causing problems for you, espe-
cially when the situation is already bad: 1
could do without all this hassle at the
moment. | Oh shut up - I can do without you
nagging me on top of everything else.

DOH
dabbed, dahbed, dabbing

1don [ShIE]

BrE old-fashioned informal if you dob someone
in, you tell the police or someone in authori-
ty that they have done something wrong: If |

ever find out who dabbed me in, I'll kill them,
1really will.
* SIMILARTO: split on BrE informal, grass on BrE
Informal

DOLE

doled, doled, doling

Idole out ~ |d.Q.Le..|.|.Q|.QuI.|

informal  to give something, esrecially large
amounts of money, to severa people: The
federal government doles out $58 billion in

student grants every yew: | Dad began to dole
out the porridge from the saucepan.

DOLL
dolled, dolled, dolling

doll up
|doll vourself wpl ~

informal to get ready for a special occasion by
putting on nice clothes and making yourself
look attractive: The girls were in the bath-
room, dolling themselves up.
be/get dolled up Emily was all dolled up for
the party.
*SIMILARTO: dress up

DOOM
doomed, doomed, dooming

doom to

|be doomed  fo failureldefeat/  disaster etc |

to be certain to fail, be defeated, be
destroyed ete: Divorce statistics show that
most marriages are doomed tofailure from the
start. | Russia's venture into capitalism
seemed doomed to disaster.

DOPE
doped, doped, doping

be doped up
lne doped. up|

informal to be under the influence of drugs, so
that you cannot think clearly or behave in a
normal way: He was so doped up he didn't
even know what day it was.



+ on/with Early in his acting career,
Harlowe was doped up on prescription
drugs most of the time.

* SIMILAR TO: be drugged up

DOSE

dosed, dosed, dosing
dose up

ldoselsb~
informal to give someone a lot of medicine to
make them sleep or feel better

+ with The nurse dosed him up with aspirin
and sent him to bed.

DOSS

dossed, dossed, dossing
doss about/around

Idoss aboutlaround |

BrE informal to spend your time doing nothing:
Wejust dossed around all day on Saturday.
* simiar To: laze around/about

doss down

boss coun | K-

BrE informal to sleep somewhere such as on
the floor because there is no bed available or
because you do not have a place to live:
Harry has been dossing down on a friend's
floor far the past two weeks. t Students are

having to doss down in seminar rooms
because there's not enough accommodation
available.

* SIMILAR TO: kip down BrE informal

DOT
dotted, dotted, dotting

|be dotted aroundlabout |

if things are dotted around an area, they are
found in different parts of it: There were toys
dotted around the room and children ‘s cloth-
ing everywhere. . Aside from afew houses dot-
ted about the hillside, the area was deserted.

1 /be dotted with st |

if an area is dotted with something, it has a
lot of them in different parts of that area:
Pike Street is dotted with cozy cafes and
unigque shops. | The hills around La Jolla are
now dotted with high-tech companies.

DOuBIE

2 - with I5th]
if you dot a surface with something, espe-
cially food, you put a small amount of it in

several places: Dot the vegetables with butter
and add salt. | Arrange the noodles in a dish
and dot them with 1j, cup of ricotta cheese.

DOTE
doted, doted, doted

¢ Dote upon is more formal than dote on and
is usually used in writing.

Idote onfupon [~

to love someone or something very much:
Leonard Stein was a hard-working man who
doted on his wife and children. | Visitors have
doted on the baby elephant born at the zoo
last year.

DOUBLE
doubled, doubled, doubling

[doubleas~
to have a second use, job, or purpose: The liv-
ing room doubles as a guest bedroom. . Many
years ago, the old church also doubled as the
town hall. 1 Jackson sings in the local jazz bar,
where he also doubles as a dishwasher.

siMIIAR To: double up as BrE

double back
|double back |

to turn around and go back in the direction
you have just come from: The driver doubled
back and headed for Howard Bay. | Engine
problems forced the plane to double back to
the Los Angeles International Airport shortly
after takeoff

* simiar To: turn back

[double for =

to temporarily take the place of an actor
when a dangerous scene in a film is being
made: During his career, he has doubled for
stars like John Wayne, Gary Cooper, and
Jimmy Stewart. . He had to run along the top
of a moving train whilst doubling for Roger
Moore in Octopussy.

double over

|double over |

to suddenly bend your body forward
because you are in so much pain or laughing
so much: Nathan doubled over in pain and
was rushed to the hospital.
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+ with | doubled over with laughter, unable DOZE
to stop myself dozed, dozed, dOZing
be doubled over Owen was still doubled
over on the ground, holding one of his
knees. | off| \

* simiLar To: double up i
to fall asleep, usually for a short time, when

double up you did not intend to: I'm sorry, | must have
dozed off for a minute. | The meeting was
1 |double up! incredibly boring, and Kimberley looked like
to suddenly bend your body forward ihe was about to doze off.
because you are in so much pain or laughing SIMILAR TO: nod off, drop off informal
so much: Emilio doubled up, holding his
stomach and crying in pain. DRAFT

+ with The kids were doubled up with  drafted, drafted, drafting
cramps from the greasy food. .

be doubled up By the end of the run I was draft in
doubled up and gasping for air lbe drafted in |

*
— SIMUAR Q. double over .
to be asked or ordered to work in a place

22 Idouble up ! where you do not normally work, in order to
help a group of people who are trying to deal
with  something:  Police were drafted in to
control traffic during the carnival. |Extra staff
Werhe drafted in to deal with the Christmas
rush.

to share something with another person,
especially because it is not possible for each
person to have one: | don't have enough
books for all the class, so some of you may
have to double up.
+ with Sean will double up with Janey
whenever we need to use his bedroom for

DRAG
dragged, dragged, dragged

guests.
3 |d2u.h|:;u.u|
to use twice the _usual amount of something, |MM|: ay |
or to do something twice as much as you . .
usually do: I didn't take my medicine yester- informal  to make someone stop doing some-

thing, when they are so interested in doing it
that they do not want to stop: Donny loves
watching the animals at the zoo - we have to
drag him away when it$ time to leave.

day, so I'll have to double up today.

+ on To increase calories, double up on
carbohydrates, but be careful about what

you eat. )

nothing can drag sb away from sth On

double up as Sunday afternoons, nothing can drag Jim
away from sports programmes on TV

|M up as 3t | * SmILaR To: tear away

BrE to have a second use, job, or purpose:

Can this sofa double up as a bed? | Mom drag down

| had to doubl the famil . ~

always had to double up as the family nurse 1 — gl I I J_

*SIMILAR T0: double as j X .
if something unpleasant or difficult drags

someone down, it makes them feel unhappy,
DOVETAIL weak, and tired: All the stress at work is really
dovetailed, dovetailed, dovetailing dragging her down. |Joe S been illfor weeks
now, and itS really dragging him down.

_*S.I.M.I.I.ARE'.U.ELH.QMLD.

ouma s 5 | oo il 2 o 60 doun » draotbnt s
formal if plans or events dovetail with each to make the price, level, or quality of
other, or you dovetail them with each other something go down: Declining prices for
they fit together easily: Charles S friendship aluminum have dragged down Alcoa Sfourth-
with Camilla dovetailed perfectly  with his quarter earnings. | The threat of job cuts is
lifestyle. | As working from home becomes dragging down employee performance and

increasingly common, people are finding it

morale,
easier to dovetail parenthood with afullime 5 ld;a.u..d.omm |~_ ld.:a.u. Iﬁlhl‘ih ld.nmu. I

career.
to make someone or something unable to



1

succeed or do what they want to do: A reces-
sion in Germany could drag down the rest of
Europe. | Rita says she doesn't want to be

dragged down by a husband.

 loown | lizay goun |~

to make another person start behaving badly,
like the other members of a group of people
that you disapprove of: I'm afraid some of the
kids at school drag our daughter down with
them.

Idrag Ishlsth ~
|drag. in Ishisth |

to make someone or something get involved
in an argument, war, or other situation that
they do not want to be involved in: Western
leaders fear that other countries will be
dragged into the war. | My parents are getting
divorced, and | keep getting dragged into their
arguments.

drag ististh = = stisth linto =

to talk about someone or something when
you are having a discussion or argument,
even though it is not connected to the dis-
cussion or argument Don't drag my past into
this - it has nothing to do with what we're
talking about now. |l don't know why his name
is always dragged in whenever we talk about
money.

drag off

Idraglsb~

to take someone
force

+ to The protestors were dragged off to the
nearest police station.
siMILAR TO: haul off

away somewhere,  using

\drag O

if an event or situation drags on, it continues
for too long: An expensive court battle could
drag onfor years. |Both sides refused to com-
promise, and the negotiations dragged on. |As
the cruel New England winter drags on, resi-
dents grow increasingly depressed.

|drag our 25t | |drag ls~ ldrag out |

to last longer than is usual or necessary, or to
make something do this - used about events
and situations: They both wanted a quick
divorce - neither of them wanted to drag it out
longer than they had to. | If the economic cri-
sis drags out, more companies will be forced
to close.

* simiar To: prolong formal
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DRAW

R

if you drag information out of someone, you
make them tell it to you, even though they
do not want to
+ of Police finally dragged a confession out
of him. | Dave didn't want to tell me what
happened on Friday - | had to drag it out of
him.
* SIMILAR TO: pry out, tease out

Idraglsth~

to mention an unpleasant event
about something that happened in the past,
even though it is embarrassing or upsetting
for someone: The newspapers had dragged up

or story

some story about an affair he had had with --

one of his students. | We all know she had a
breakdown. There S no need to drag it up
igain.

- smiAR 10: dredge up, dig up

1be dragged up

BrE if a child is dragged up, their parents do
not teach them to behave properly: Teachers
used to complain that Skinners children were
dragged up, not brought up.

- COMPARE: bring up

DRAGOON
dragooned, dragooned, dragooning

dragoon into B
Idragoon ~

old-fashioned to force someone to do some-
thing that they do not want to do - often
used humorously: As soon as she was old
enough, she was dragooned into helping her
mother with the housework.

USUALLY PASSIVE

DRAIN
drained, drained, draining

>-

drain off

drain off~  .drain Isthloff |

to remove the liquid from something by let-
ting it flow away: After cooking the meat,
drain off the excess fat from the pan. | The
nurse drained off the fluid from the wound.

DRAW
drew, drawn, drawing

draw back

1 |draw back |

to move backwards from something, espe-
cially because you are afraid or surprised:



DRAW

Dexter drew back in horror when he saw the
dead body. | "I don't want to go," she cried,
drawing back. | The crowd had drawn back to

let the police go past.
1draw back

to decide not to do something that you had
planned or arranged to do: Lithuanian lead-
ers had announced they would draw back from
the rush to independence. | Mandela has been
reluctant to draw backfrom a busy schedule of
political talks since his release from prison.

1the daysinightsdraw in:
BrE if the days or nights are drawing in, it

gets dark earlier in the evening: In October
the nights start drawing in.

¥ smuse 10 closein B

Idraw in a breath |

if you draw in a breath, you breathe in very
deeply: He drew in a sharp breath as he saw
the gun, and tried to remain calm. |Rosie drew

in a deep breath, letting her lungs fill with the
cool pine-scented air of the forest.

*smiLar To: inhale

Idraw~ Idrawlsb[~

USUALLY PASSIVE

to make someone become involved in some-
thing, especially an argument, a quarrel, or a
war, when they do not want to become
involved in it: As his roommates continued to

argue, Yurifound himselfoeing drawn in. | The
United States didn't want to get drawn into a
ground war in Kosovo.

ldraw— “drawlsb[~

to make someone notice or become interest-
ed in something:  Your eye is drawn into the
picture by the figure in the foreground.

|draw in| Idraw into~

if a train draws in, it arrives at a station and
stops: The train drew into the station five min-
utes late. 1As soon as the train drew in and the
doors opened, a mass of commuters flooded
the station.

simiLaR To: pullin

Idrawoff~

to remove some liquid from somewhere,
especially by using a pipe or a tube: Farmers
draw off water from the river and use it for

their crops. | Doctor Staples drew off some of
the fluid from the wound.

oo
5>

idraw O

formal if a period of time draws on, it passes
slowly or comes towards its end: Night drew
on, and still there was no sign of Warren. 'As
the evening drew on, she began tofeel more
and more tired.

*
SIMILAR TO: wear on

¢ Draw upon is more formal than draw on
and is mostly used in writing.

|draw on/upon |Lh\]

to use part of a supply of something, espe-
cially money you have saved, for a particular
purpose: | don't want to draw on my savings
topay the rent. | The state drew on emergency
funds to help victims of the tornado. |
Manchester ~ United have huge reserves of

lalent which they can draw on.
Idraw on/upon Isth |

to use knowledge, information, or your per-
sonal experiences to help you do something:
Writers often draw on their own personal
experience to create stories and characters. |
It will be necessary to draw on information
from earlier studies in order to reach a con-

Clusion,
Idraw on/upon~

to breathe in the smoke from a cigarette:
Stern smiles as he draws on his cigar. | I
paused and drew deeply on my cigarette
before answering the question.

Idraw |sb lout |

to make a shy or nervous person feel more
comfortable and willing to talk: You can
probably draw him out if you start talking
about politics. | Margaret had a way of draw-
ing me out, even in a big crowd of people.

Idrawout~ ldraw~outl

to make something continue for longer than
is usual or necessary: Last minute questions
drew the meeting out for another hour.
*

simiLAR To:  prolong formol

drawn-out AD)

taking much more time than is usual or
necessary:  This is going to be a long
drawn-out .fight between two sides who
don't want to reach a compromise.

Idrawout~  Idrawlsth~
to make a sound last longer than usual when

you say it: She drew out the roorsound when
she said the word 'disapprove '
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1

draw out [~

to make someone tell you about something
or make them show you their feelings: Mom
always managed to draw out a confession
from us after we had done something wrong. |
Psychiatrists  often try to draw out people S
feelings by asking them questions about their
experiences.

*amuae 10 elicit (ormol
1draw outl
if a train draws out, it slowly begins to leave

a station: When 1 arrived at the station, the
train was just drawing out.

*
~ SIMILAR T0; pull out
Idrawoutl

if a vehicle draws out, it slowly moves onto
the road: A truck drew out in front of me,
forcing me to slam on the brakes.

*
I smiar 100 pull out
ld[am‘n Il

if the days draw out, it stays light until later
in the evening: The summer days drew out,
and life took on a slower pace.

dawup~  ldrawisth-  Ke.

to prepare a contract or other official agree-
ment, or a list or plan: I'll have my lawyer
draw up a contract for you to look over. |
Western diplomats helped draw up the peace

agreement in Cambodia. | Management is
drawing up plans to reorganize the depart-
ment.

¥ Swuse 100 draft

[draw upl

if a vehicle draws up, it arrives somewhere
and stops: As the blue car drew up, the driver
leaned out the window to ask for directions. |
A man in asedan drew up beside Candice and
whistled at her.

*
- SMuAr 0. pull up

) 1
|draw up achaic | ">(
to bring a chair closer to something or some-
one so that you can sit near them: Miller
shyly drew up a chair and joined the men at

the poker table. | Draw up a chair - there S
plenty of room.

fSIMILAR To. pull up
1draw yourself up (to your full height) +

to stand up very straight, especially in a way
that shows that you feel very annoyed or
determined:  POIIY drew herself up to her full
height and said "1 haven't the faintest idea
what you're talking about” |She had drawn
herself up, looking outraged. "You have no
right to ask me that question.”

DREDGE

5 |draw up your knees |

to move your knees or legs closer to your
body when you are sitting: Rick drew up his
knees to let me pass by. | She sat on the mat,

drawing her knees up and breathing deeply.
|b_e drawn gg|

if soldiers are drawn up, they are arranged in
order: The troops were drawn up in ranks,
awaiting their orders.

see draw on/upon

DREAM

dreamed or dreamt, dreamed or dreamt, dreaming

dream away

|dream away = dream 1= away | X

if you dream away time, you pass it by
thinking about pleasant things rather than
doing what you should be doing: Kira stayed
in her room, dreaming away the hours until
Stephen came home.

Isb wouldn't dream. of (doing) sth |

spoken used to say that someone would never
do something because they think it is wrong
or stupid: Stan wouldn't dream of asking his
parents for money. | You know 1didn't mean to
hurt you -1 wouldn't dream of it. |1 wouldn't
dream of walking through Central Park on my
own at night.

Idream on!l

spoken in(ormal used to say that you think that
what someone is hoping for will not happen:
So you think you're going to win the lottery?
Dream on, honey! | He can dream on - I'd
never go out with him in a million years!

dream up

|d.tea.m. up =~ |d.team. |sm |u;

to think of a plan or idea, especially one that
seems strange, unusual, or silly: Whoever
dreamed up this idea should have their head
examined. | The whole story was probably
dreamed up by left wing lunatics.

DREDGE
dredged, dredged, dredging

dredge up

1 Idredge wp=  Idredge lsn~

to talk about something that happened a long
time ago, especially when this is embarrassing
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or annoying for someone: Newsweek magazine
dredged up some remarks that Mr Mason had
made several months earlier. | The media is
always dredging up stories about what movie
stars did before they became famous.

* swas 10: drag up, dig up

+as Raymond wants to dress up as Dracula
for Halloween. | At Christmas, my mother
used to dress me up as an elf

be dressed up inlas sth Several people at
the party were dressed up in cowboy boots

and big hats.

2 laredge wp b | laredge - 3 ldress wp = laress Gliwp) >\
to remember _something with gre{it difficulty: to make something sound more interesting,
Robertson tried to dredge up an Image of her attractive, or acceptable than it really is: The
whgtlsshn;":gé)k:g riierea"y couldn’t - remember Labour government has tried to dress up its
—_— = : policies and make -them sound more environ-
3 Id.ned.g.a = Id.ned.g.a |~ mentally friendly.
to make yourself feel a particular feeling, ;as Hdls photographs  are just pornography,
such as interest or sympathy when you do ressed up as art.
not really want to do this: Vologsky managed
10 dredge up some sympathy for the old man. DRIET
a4 |_d[g_dgg up LLIJI |d[g_dgg |~ drifted, drifted, drifting
to pull something up from the bottom of a
river, lake ete: Theflood dredged up sand and
rocks from the centre of the river. lmn apart I x
if people drift apart, their relationship gradu-
DRESS ally ends: As we grew older, we started to drift

dressed, dressed, dressing

1 Idress down | X

-y

to wear clothes that are more informal than
you usually wear: Employees are allowed to
dress down on Fridays and come to work in
jeans and T'shirts. | Women are dressing down
much more these days.

« orrosrrs: dress up

=~  adressing down |

old-fashioned  to punish someone by telling
them angrily that they have behaved badly:
When he arrived late again, he was taken to
the boss S office and given a dressing down.

* smiar To: tell off

dress up

biress upl X

to put on formal clothes or your best clothes,
for example in order to go to work or for a
special occasion: Do you have to dress up for
work? | Grandma always dressed up and went
to church every Sunday.
get dressed up | love to get dressed up and
go out to a concert or the theatre.

= oppoSITE: dress down .
|d.tess.up| Id.tesauplsm ldmslﬁbmpl (

to put on special clothes for fun, especially so
that you look like someone else, or to make
someone do this
+ in Little girls often like dressing up in
their mothers clothes. | Some men get a
kick out of dressing up in women S clothing.

1

apart. |+ Many couples say they would have
drifted apart if it weren't for their children.

*
SIMILAR TO: grow apart

\qrift oft | ;Z

to gradually fall asleep: It was 2:00am when |
finally drifted off to sleep. | Orlando drifted off
into a deep and dreamless sleep.

* SmiLar To: doze off, nod off

it o |

to walk slowly to another place or area: We
drifted off down Main Street, not in any hurry

to return to work. |After dinner, couples drift-
ed off to explore around the castle grounds.

loritt o1 -
to stop listening or paying attention to some-
one or something: In class, Kate seems to

drift off into her own world. |1 tried to listen
to what he was saying, but I kept drifting off.

DRILL
drilled, drilled, drilling

G
to tell someone something again and again
until they know it very well: My parents have
drilled the importance of education into me
since | was a small child. 10ur elementary
school teachers drilled that song into me so
well that I can still remember evelY word.

* smiLar To: drum into, din into BrE
old-fashioned



DRINK

drank, drunk, drinking
Idrinklsth~
to drink something quickly, especially by
swallowing it all at once: Miguel drank the

beer down in record time. | Dying of thirst, I
drank down several glasses of water in less
than a minute.

* .
SIMILAR TO: drink

Idrinkl~

if you drink in something that you see, read,
or hear, you give all your attention to it and
enjoy it very much: Don't rush through Paris
- take time to drink everything in. | Redford
drank in the praise critics gave his recent film.

drink to

1
Idrinkto~
to wish someone success, good luck, or good
health by holding up your glass before drink-
ing something: Let's drink to the New Year' [
Guests drank to the bride and groom. | Ladies 2
and gentlemen, please raise your glasses and
drink to the health and happiness of Annabelle
and Tony.
Tswee 10 toast
141 drink fo that! |
spoken used to say that you like or agree with
what someone has said: "If things don't
change soon, I'm going to quit my job." "I'll
drink to that!"
) 3
drink up
1
larink wp = ldrink = larink up| ><

to drink all of something: Drink up - the bar
will be closing soon. | That night we drank up
all the beer we could lay our hands on and
sang ourselves hoarse.

DRIP
dripped, dripped, dripping

drip with

1 |pe dripping with bloodlsweat/water _ etc |

to be covered with so much blood etc that it
is falling off your body: 1 tried to move but I
couldn't - my right arm was dripping with
blood. |John hadjust been for a swim, and he
came ip dripping. with water.

|b-dripping with =

to have a lot of a particular quality - often

used to show disapproval: He was a French-
man, darkly handsome and dripping with self

139

DRIVE
assurance. | "How fascinating,” she said, her
voice dripping with sarcasm.

be dripping with money informal (=be very
rich) Sandra's family  were absolutely
dripping with money.

DRIVE

drove, driven, driving

Jutar 4] i ariang o | X
what someone is really trying to say, when
they are not saying it directly: "Morton, what
are you driving at?" "I think we're in trouble,
Mahoney, big trouble.” |Melissa realised what
| was driving at... that | suspected Alain had
been murdered.

* SmiLar To: what sb is getting at

Idrive away ls_bl |drive Ish I""'

to behave in a way that makes someone
leave you, especially someone that you had a
relationship ~ with: His heavy drinking and
violent temper eventually drove Beth away.

ljrive Isb |~ ljrive Ml_i”

if something drives away people such as cus-
tomers and tourists, it makes them stop com-
ing to a place: Reports in the media about
drug related crime in Golden Gate Park are
driving visitors away. | For the past 30 years
composers have been writing music that ordi-
nary people don't like, and they have driven
audiences away.

Z SIMILAR IO put Off~~~~~ —

|drive away |~ Idrive Isth |away |

if something drives away a thought or a feel-
ing, especially an unpleasant one, it makes
you stop thinking about it or feeling it: Kerry
kissed him, and that one kiss drove away all
his pain and filled his heart with happiness.

* .
sIMILAR To: banish formal

|drive down |ih], -

to force prices or costs to decrease very
quickly: Cheap imported steel would drive
down the price of steel in the United States,
causing producers to reduce their output.

* SmiLar To: bring down

« orrosrrt:  drive up

sth | down |

drive oH
|drive off] ).C

if a car or driver drives off, the driver leaves
in his or her car: After the accident the other
car just drove off. | Cynthia stormed out of the
house, got into her car, and drove off.
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Idrive. Off=  Idrive = \

to force someone who is attacking or threat-
ening you to stop and go away: They keep
dogs in the yard to drive off intruders. | fve
began hurling snowballs, and eventually afew
well placed shots drove off our attackers.

ldrive ot

if someone playing golf drives off, they hit
the ball for the first time at the start of a
game or hole (=part of a golf course with a
hole in the ground at the end): Tiger Woods
drove off at the thirteenth hole.

SIMILAR TO: tee off
Idrive. .on!

to continue going forward in a vehicle, with-
out stopping or after stopping for a short
time: After restingfor an hour or two we drove
on to Laredo. | Maxwell drove on, in spite of
the thickening fog.

|drive out Isbisth | Idrive Isbisth lout |

to force someone to leave a
place
+ of Huge rent increases are driving many

small businesses out of town.

drive up”i

or something

|drive up Lith | |dm& =
to force prices or costs to increase very quick-
1ly: Airlines worry that the cost of this extra
security will drive ticket prices up so high that
people will stop flying. | Affluent city people
looking to buy a second home are driving up
house prices in rural areas.

e orrosrrs: drive down

DRONE

droned, droned, droning

|drone. an |

to speak for a long time in a very boring way,
without any variety in the sound of your
voice: The speaker had been droning on for
hours, when I noticed that he still had a large
stack of slides to go through.
+ about She droned on and on about how
sad her life was, and about how she hadn't
got a boyfriend.

SIMILAR TO: bang on BrE informal, witter
BrE informal

on
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DROOL

drooled, drooled, drooling

lsoar avec §8F

to look at someone or something in an excit-
ed, and often silly, way that shows you think
they are very attractive: Audrey had her face
pressed up against the shop window, and was
drooling over a sapphire necklace. | Sylvia
and Tabitha lay on the beach, drooling over a
couple of young men playing frisbee.

DROP
dropped, dropped, dropping

drop away

|drop. away. |

especially BrE if a feeling or something that has
a bad effect on you drops away, you stop
feeling it or being affected by it: All of a sud-
den, his anger dropped away. i | took up yoga,
and soon all of my aches and pains dropped
away, as if by magic.

fSIMILAR 10, go away, disappear

|drog away |

if land drops away, it slopes down very
steeply: The road was built into the mountain-
side, with deep ravines dropping away below. |
To her left, the ground dropped away to the
river below, sheer and terrifying.

*
SIMILAR TO: fall away

drop back

|.d.m.u.ha.ck'.

if someone who is walking, riding, or driving
with a group drops back, other people pass
them and they move to a position nearer the
back: Coulthard was in the lead, but now he S
dropped back tofourth place. |Jdropped back
till 2 was walking beside McMurphy. There
was something lneeded to talk to him about.
SIMILAR TO: drop behind, fall behind,lag
behind

Idrop  behind |

to move more slowly than the other person
or people you are with, so that they move
ahead of you: Gareth walked much too fast
for her, and got annoyed whenever she
dropped behind.

SIMILAR TO: drop back, fall behind, lag
behind

Adrop Dbyl
informal to make a short visit to someone you



know well, usually without making a definite
arrangement  before: If you're in the area again
just drop by and say hello. | See you later, Willy.
Thanks for dropping by.

*SIMILARTO: drop in informal, drop over

informal, stop by

]
|r‘|rnn inl |r‘|rnn intg -~ X
informal to make a short visit to someone or

go into an office, shop, bar etc for a short
time, usually without making a definite
arrangement  before: I'm glad you dropped in
- it's good to see you. | He used to drop into
the office for a chat whenever he was passing
that way.

drop in on sb | think I'll drop in on Jill on

my way home.

+ at For more information call this number
or drop in at your local welfare office.

* SIMILARTO: pop in informal, call in BrE
drop-in centre N [C]
BrE a place run by the local council, where
people can go to get advice and informa-

tion and to meet other people, without
having to make an arrangement before: a
drop-in centre for. the unemployed
= Idropist8B
IQI’QQ M] |into I~
BrE informal to deliver something to someone
or to a place: I'll put a copy on disk for you,
and drop it in on my way to work. | I'll drop it

into the office while I'm in town.

*SIMILARTO: drop off informal, drop over informal.
especially BrE, drop round BrE informal

|drop. Ish lip it |

BrE informal to cause trouble for someone,
especially by saying something that makes
someone else angry with them: I'm sorry ifl

dropped you in it, but she asked me why you
weren't here. | I reckon the company have

dropped themselves in it by ignoring these
complaints.
*SIMILARTO: land sb in it informal
" )
“Itarop off = lgrop lshlsth = »:
informal to take someone or something to a

place by car, especially while you are driving
to somewhere else: I'm going past the station.
I can drop you off ifyou like. | My wife usually
drops the kids off at school on her way to
work. | I'll drop you off at the corner, OK? |1
just have to drop these books off at Emma S
place.

« OPPOSITE: pick up
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"Hdropoffl

DROP.

dropping-off point N [C]

BrE a place at an airport, train station etc
where cars and taxis can stop for a short
time to allow their passengers to get out

X

informal to begin to sleep: | must have dropped
off. When | opened my eyes, | saw that the
train had just gone past Abergele. | Gill was
exhausted and dropped off to sleep as soon as
her head touched the pillow.

;kS.I.M.I.LARm doze off, nod off
|drog offl X_

if the amount or number of something drops
off, it becomes less: A huge advertising cam-
paign attracted large audiences when the film
opened, but then the numbers rapidly dropped’
off. | Sales began to drop off, and the company
was forced to close down its Sunderlandfac-
tory. | The Eagle Ski Club used to organise
tours, but demand dropped off
* SIMILARTO: fall off
drop-off N [cl
a reduction
something
+ in Boeing
commercial

drop out

in the number or amount of
is suffering from a drop-off in
aircraft orders.

Idrop outl -~

to leave school, college, or university before
you have finished your course: Too many stu-
dents are joining gangs, getting into drugs,
and dropping out after sixth grade.
+ of Kertzman dropped out of Brandeis
University in 1968 to become a radio disc
jockey.
drop-out N [cl
informal someone who leaves school, col-
lege, or university without finishing their
course: a high school drop-out

drop-out rate N{cl
the number of students who leave a
course before finishing it: If a course has a

high drop-out rate, ask yourself why.
ldrop out | "J.
to refuse to take part in ordinary society,
especially by not getting a job: In the '60s my
mother dropped out and went to live in a
hippie commune.

drop-out N [cl

someone who refuses to take part in ordi-
nary society because they do not agree
with its social customs, moral standards
etc, so that they refuse to get a job - used
about someone you disapprove of: The
Jplace was full of hippies and drop-outs .

|drop qut | ;<.

to not take part in an activity, or to leave it
before it has finished: Donna was supposed to



DROWN

come with us, but she couldn ‘tget a babysitter,
so she had to drop out. | The next meeting is
just before Christmas, so we're expecting a lot
of people to drop out.
+ of Harper had to drop out of the race with
an injured ankle after completing 12 miles.

Idropoutl

if a word, expression, or grammar rule drops
out of a language, it is no longer used

+ of The pronouns ‘thee’ and ‘thou’ have
dropped out of the language, with the
exception of some regional dialects.

SIMILAR TO: disappear from

drop over

|drop. overl.

BrE informal to make a short visit to someone
you know well who lives near you, usually
without arranging a particular time for your
visit: Sean said he might drop over this
evening after badminton.

* SMILAR TO: drop in Informal, drop by informal,
drop round BrE informal, call round BrE

|arop. [YOJ over |

informal, especially BrE to deliver something to
someone who lives near you: If you still want
to borrow my sewing machine, | could drop it
over this evening.

* .
SIMILAR TO: drop round BrE informal

drop round

|dmmud_|

BrE informal to make a short visit to someone
you know well who lives near you, usually
without  making a definite  arrangement
before: HI thought I'd drop round to see Irena
after work," she said. |Her grandchildren drop
round and see her from time to time.

* SmiLar To: drop in informol, drop over BrE
informal, call round BnE

BrE informal to deliver something to someone
who lives near you: I've got apresent for you
-I'll try and drop it round this weekend.

SIMILAR To: drop over informal, especially BrE,
drop off informal

DROWN

drowned, drowned, drowning

1

—owning  in i |
informal  if you are drowning in something,
you have so much of it that you cannot deal
with it: I'm drowning in work at the moment.
Can J call you back later? | Some businesses
are drowning in data, but cannot get the infor-
mation they need.
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2 luwown. =1 smpuin |~

to cover a dish with too much of another lig-
uid food: Grant drowned his pancakes with
syrup. | Thefish was well cooked, but drowned
in a sauce that was lumpy and rather tasteless.

drown out

if one noise drowns out another noise, it
stops that noise from being heard: John start-
ed to speak, but his voice was drowned out by
the traffic. | The couple next door started
arguing again, and 1turned up my stereo to
drown out the noise.

DRUG

|be drugged. up |
informal  if someone is drugged up, they have
been given a lot of drugs by a doctor, or have
taken a lot of drugs: | went to the hospital to
see him, but he was still drugged up after the
operation.
be drugged up to the eyeballs BrE (=given a
lot of drugs by a doctor, so that you can-
not behave normally) ItS nofun lying in a
hospital bed, drugged up to the eyeballs.
*SIMILAR T0: be doped up

DRUM

drummed, drummed, drumming

drum into

Idrum ~  into |~

to tell someone something and repeat it
many times, so that they will understand

how important it is and will never forget it:
Our coach drummed into us the importance of
working together as a team. lIt was drummed
into me never to borrow money.

* amiLar To: drill into, din into BrE old-foshioned

'iIJrumout of

'
oo ]~out o=

to force someone to leave an organization
because they have done something wrong:
Jack was caught stealing and was drummed
out of the army.

SIMILAR TO: kick out, throw out, boot out
informal

Idrumup~

to get people's support for something, or
increase their interest in something: Peter
Mandelson  was in Los Angeles last week,



drumming up support for the peace process in

Northern Ireland. | Doggett and her fellow

black Republicans are employing creative

ways of drumming up both voters and money.
drum up business These days the ‘sale’
signs are permanently up in high street
stores, as they try desperately to drum up
business.

DRY
dried, dried, drying

ldryoffl Idryoffl~ = ~

to become dry or make something dry, espe-
cially on the surface: It was lovely being able
to swim and then dry off in the sun. | She
washed the apples then dried them off with a
paper towel.

dry yourself off (=dry yourself with a
towel after a bath or swim) Carrie
returned from showering, wrapped in a
towel. She began to dry herself off, talking
to me over her shoulder.

. compare:  dry out

dry out

1 lory ot gry ot It oy I8 e 1<

to become completely dry on the inside and
the outside, or to make something complete-

ly dry on the inside and the outside: Put your
coat near thefire or itwon't dry out properly. |
Cover the meat with fat to prevent itfrom dry-
ing out, and roast it in the oven for two hours.

2 Idryout <.
informal to stop being an alcoholic (=someone
who regularly drinks too much alcohol and
cannot stop): a well-known TV actor who
spent eight weeks in a clinic, trying to dry out

dry up
1 [dryupl ldry wpl- = visth-

if a river or lake dries up, the water in it dis-
appears: Most of the lakes in the park have
dried up, for they rely on the north-east mon-
soon.
dried-up Ap)
a dried-up river or lake is one that no
longer has any water in it: We walked
along the dried-up river bed.

2 1dryupl Idryup~ @:!yl~

if something dries up, or something dries it
up, it loses the liquid that was in it, especially
with the result that it is no longer good or
useful: Put the lid back on the tin, or the paint
will dry up. | Have you got a pen I can
borrow? This one s dried up.

DUB
3 [dry upl

if a supply of something dries up, it comes to
an end and there is no more available: Work
on the tunnel stopped when the money dried
up. 1 This factory once produced high-tech
equipment for the Russian military, but gov-
ernment orders have dried up, and 6000 work-
ers have lost their jobs.

4 [wpl [doyupl~  ~

BrE to rub plates, cups, dishes etc with a cloth
to dry them after they have been washed:
"I'll' wash." She threw him a tea towel. "You
dry up." | Wouldyou mind drying up the break-
fast things?

* SmILaR To: wipe BIE informal

5 [dry upl
BrE to stop speaking when you are making a
speech or acting in a play, because you have
forgotten what you were going to say: | was
terrified that | would forget all my lines and
dry up.

6 [dry up!l

spoken informal used to tell someone to be
quiet when you are angry with them,
because they are talking or complaining too
much: Oh, dry up! You've done nothing but
complain since we got here!

* simiLar To: shut up! spoken informal

DuUB
dubbed, dubbed, dubbing

dub in
[dub in [M) [dub [Sth linl

if people who are making a film dub in a
sound or voice, they record it separately and
then add it to the final film: Is it acceptable
for applause to be dubbed in after a concert
has been filmed? | The backing vocals were a

bit weak, so we re-recorded them and dubbed
them in.

ki 1~ linto |~

if a film or television show is dubbed into
another  language, the original sound is
replaced by a different recording, so that the
actors appear to be speaking a different lan-
guage: Its funny watching American shows

like 'Friends' dubbed into German. . Is the
movie dubbed into French, or does it have
subtitles?

dub out

«dub out 1~ :dup s’ outt

if people who are making a film dub out a
sound or something that an actor says, they
remove it from the final film so that it cannot



DUCK

be heard: An edited version of the movie was
shown on TV, with the most violent scenes cut,
and all the swear words dubbed out.

dub over |sth | |dub ~ _ over

if people who are making a film dub over the
original sound of the film, they replace it with
sound that has been recorded separately:
Pepsi are making Russian-language TV com-
mercials, rather than dubbing over English
ones as most other western companies do.

DUMB
dumbed, dumbed, dumbing

bty down 1~ lomn = coun

to change books, television programmes,

education etc in away that makes them only
suitable for very unintelligent people: TV
news has already been dumbed down to the
point where it is presented as mere entertain-
ment. | Many high school teachers claim that

the reformed curriculum has dumbed down
math teaching.
dumblng-down N [u]
when things are dum bed down
+ of There's too much dumbing-down of
serious issues. |an anti intellectual dumb-
ing-down of textbooks
dumbed-down AD)
made too simple in away that is only suit-
able for unintelligent people: Hollywood
has produced a series of dum bed-down ver-
sions of literary classics.

DUCK
ducked, ducked, ducking

Iduck outl

informal to avoid doing something that you do
not want to do, but have to do or have
promised to do: I'm not trying to duck out, but
I do think someone else could do this job.
+ of Parents who do not discipline their
children are ducking out of their responsi-
bilities. | "I've got a meeting at 2 o 'clock.”
"Can you possibly duck out of it and meet
me? I've got a horrendous problem."

*
SIMILAR TO: get out of

DUMP
dumped, dumped, dumping

1 |d Imp S~~

DUFF informal to give someone work to do or a

: problem to deal with when this is unfair,
duffed, duffed, duffing because it is not part of their job and should
be done by someone else: I'm sorry to dump
all this on you, but I'm just so tied up with the
conference at the moment that I just don't

| i b1 = I upfi '
duff upfinfover Ish! - sblupfinjover have the fime to deal with it.

BrE spoken informal to hit and kick someone a

lot in order to hurt them: Let's go and duff
him in. 1 If you don't pay up, he'll get his mob
to duff you over.

* SMILAR To: bash up BrE informal

DUKE
duked, duked, duking

Iduke it out |

AmE informal if two people, groups, or organi-
zations duke it out, they fight or compete

against each other: a mad criminal and a

gutsy stewardess duking it out on ajumbo jet
headed for Los Angeles

+ with She rolled up her sleeves as if getting
ready to duke it out with him.

* SIMILAR TO: fight it out

Idump @ﬁ

informal to treat someone badly, especially by
giving them too much work to do: He was
always complaining  about how his boss
dumped on him and how he was just expected
to work late every day.

* ]
_ SIMILAR TO: exploit

~

AmE informal to tell someone all your prob-
lems: Sorry to dump on you like that, but |
needed  to talk about my day at work.

|dump on Ish |

AmE informal to criticize someone  strongly
and often unfairly: If you dump on your
employees, don't expect morale to be high.

* A
SIMILAR TO: slag off BrE informal



145 DWINDLE

DUST DWINDLE
dusted, dusted, dusting dwindled, dwindled, dwindling
dust down/off dwindle away
1 dustdown/off-_ =idownjofi K |dwindle away|
to remove dirt or dust from something, using if something dwindles away, it gradually
your hands or a cloth or brush: He got up off becomes smaller and smaller or less and less
the ground and dusted down his trousers. | until it disappears completely: Maria looked
Alan pulled a wooden elephant out of the box, at Fran lying in the hospital bed, her hope
and dusted it off. dwindling away. | Germany and France have
dust yourself downloff Anabelle picked her- f_ound themselves increasingly unc_ompetitive
self up and dusted herself off. She was in world markets. As a result, jobs have

bruised, but not seriously hurt. dwindled - away.

2 ldustdown/off-  ==l-do-w-n-"-of-fl X~

to get something ready to be used after not
using it for a long time: Investors are at last
dusting down their cheque books as the econ-
omy  recovers. [ s '70s night at Club
Fantastic, so dust off your platform shoes and
come on down and boogie.

* SIMILAR TO; dig out

.+to Their business had collapsed and their
savings had dwindled away to nothing.

DWELL
dwelt or dwelled, dwelt or dwelled, dwelling
dwell on/upon 3.

« Dwell upon is more formal than dwell on
and is used mostly in writing.

|dwell on/upon =

to think or talk about something for too long,
especially something that is unpleasant: It
doesn't do any good to dwell on the past - try
to be more positive. |1 don't want to dwell on
the subject, but | think we should all be aware
of the problem.
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EARTH
earth, earthed, earthing

earth up

le.an;hunl l&mhunﬂ“ Eauh]"'_

BrE to pile soil around plants in order to pro-
tect the roots or help the plants to grow:
Earth up around Brussels sprouts to protect
them from the wind.

EASE
eased, eased, easing

5
+1eas.&.nﬂup|

to gradually become less - use this especially
about something when you hope it will stop
or disappear: | think the rain is beginning to
ease off. | "Are you feeling any better?"
"Yeah, the pain in my shoulder has eased up a
little." | Ichiro 's workload has finally eased up,
and his whole mood has changed.

* e 100 let up

2 |ease offfup |
to treat someone less severely or criticize
them less than before
+ on Ease off on Roger, will you - he's
doing all right.
3 lease ofﬂug'
to work less hard or do something with less
energy than before: Dan should ease up or
he'll have a nervous breakdown. | Live/pool

eased off in the second half allowing Arsenal
to score.

sIMILAR To: slow down

ease out

‘ease out .sb| ease Isb lout
to force someone to leave their job or posi-
tion of authority, in away that makes it seem
as if they have chosen to leave
+ of He was eased out of his job as presi-
dential adviser when his role in a sex scan-
dal was conveniently leaked to the press.

see ease off/up

1

1

EAT
ate, eaten, eating

Leatistnt away | leat away-

especially BrE to gradually reduce something
by taking parts of it away: New housing
estates are still being built, and they are grad-
ually eating away our countryside and wood-
lands.

fm&m-_ erode formal
lgax away ~ J_“' .am@yl

if water or chemicals eat something away,
they gradually destroy it: Acids are corrosive,
that is, they eat away other materials. | The
floor of the car had been eaten away by rust.

* smiar To: erode, corrode

‘eatawayat~

if an unpleasant thought eats away at you, it
makes you feel very worried over a long
period of time: What she did is eating away at
her. She bitterly regrets the hurt she caused. |
Economic anxiety eats away at people who
work in America.

Xsmuag 1o eat sb up

leatawayat~

to gradually destroy something by continu-
ously damaging it: It was discovered that pol-
lution in the atmosphere was eating away at
the carvings. | The disease eats away at the
brain until it kills the patient. |Racial conflict
is eating away at American society. | Work-
place stress eats away atyour energy and self
esteem.

eat in

leat I0)

to eat a meal at home instead of going to a
restaurant: I'm too tired to go out ~ let's eat in
instead.

* simiLar To: dine in formal

« orrosrrt: eat out

gat in.

to eat inside a restaurant instead of taking your

food somewhere else to eat: "Two burgers and
two coffees, please.” "To eat in or take away?"

leat into Isth |

to use or take away part of something valu-
able, especially money or time: The company
was forced to cut prices sharply, eating into its
profits. |Jet lag can eat into precious holiday
time.



[eat out |

to eat a meal in a restaurant, instead of at
home: 1don 'tfeel like cooking - let Seat out. |
People are spending more money now on
vacations, eating out, health clubs and things
like that.
* .

SIMILAR TO: dine out
+ OPPOSITE: eat in

leatupl [eatup§ ~

to eat all of something: There Ssome bacon in
the fridge that needs eating up. i In parts of
Binh Dinh province, huge rats were eating up
the crops.
eat up! spoken (=used to tell a child to eat all
of his or her food) Come on, Kaylee, eat

upl
Leat up sth1 [eat Isth lup|

to use a lot of something, such as money or
time, especially so that there is none left: My
car broke down last month, and the repairs ate
up all my savings. | The job ate up most of his
time, including weekends and holidays.

SIMILAR TO: USe up

leatup§] =

if unhappy thoughts or feelings eat you up,
they make you feel very upset, angry etc and
you cannot think of anything else: Itjust eats
me up how those kids are totally ignored by
their parents. 1 Angel lay on his bed, eaten up
by jealousy - by the thought that Luke was
going out with Maria.

eat sb up inside He may be afree man, but

EKE
hopes of winning the European Cup were
slowly ebbing away,
sb's « life ebbs away [

if someone's life ebbs away, they are dying:
The young soldier S life was slowly ebbing
away.

EDIT
edited, edited, editing

ledit out Isth [ [edit & out [

to remove part of a film, programme, book
etc before it is shown or printed, for example
in order to make it shorter or avoid offending
people: Large parts of the interview were edit-
ed out before it was shown on TV

+ of Several offensive passages had been
edited out of the book.

*
SIMILAR TO: cut

EFF

- Eff off is another way of saying fuck off.
Fuck off is extremely rude and offensive.

[eff off! [

BrE spoken informal used to tell someone very
rudely to go away: Just effoff, will you, and
leave me alone! | Why don't you tell him to eff
off?

* SiMILAR TO: fuck off! taboo spoken, piss off
spoken  informal

if he did kill his wife, itS going to eat him EGG
up inside. egged, egged, egging
4 leatlsth~ [eatup~
AmE informal to be excited about something
and enjoy it very much: Maybe we should put
out an investigative news program - audiences

eat that stuffup. | Vickroy uses games to teach
little kids how to get fit, and the kids eat it up.

*
SIMILAR TO: lap up

legg [blon | [egg on [l

to encourage someone to do something,

especially something that is not sensible or
safe: Joe didn't want tojump, but his friends
kept egging him on. | The two men, egged on
by an excited crowd, started tofight.

EBB * SIMILAR TO: goad on, lead on

ebbed, ebbed, ebbing

EKE
eked, eked, eking
1 [ebb away [
if something, especially a feeling or some-
one's strength  ebbs away, it gradually 1

becomes weaker until it disappears com-
pletely: As 1 thought about all the problems
involved, my confidence began to ebb away. |
The team had almost won, but their strength
was ebbing away by the minute. | Liverpool's

to make money, food, or supplies etc last as
long as possible by using them carefully
because you only have a small amount avail-
able: A lot of elderly people have to eke out
very small pensions as best they can.



ELBOW

2 leke out 2 livingexistence |

to get enough food and money to live, but
only with difficulty: People had to choose

N
ico

story or description, in order to make it
sound more interesting or impressive: The
story was repeated from one person to another,
and each one embroidered on it a little. | Gold-

between_ going to Work in the to_wns, or eking "Yn did not try to hide his origins, but he
out 2 miserable existence on their farms. would sometimes embroider on them.
3 leke out a win/victory  efc | simiLAR To: embellish formol
AmE to win by only a few points or votes: Ann
Richards eked out a victory over Williams. EMBROIL
embroiled, embroiled, embroifing
ELBOW . be embroiled in
elbowed, elbowed, elbowing |
be embroiled =
|
to be involved in an argument, war, or an

to force someone or something out of a posi-
tion or job, especially so that another person
or thing can have it: David was worried that
the other people at work were trying to elbow

unpleasant  situation, especially when you
did not want to be involved in it: They found
themselves embroiled in a long and bitter

legal battle with their former employers. | The
Americans were afraid of becoming embroiled

him out of his iob. | According fo our surve in another Vietnam War. | Profumo became
. Job. 9 Y, embroiled in a steamy sex scandal which
Seattle is now the best place to locate a busi- :
] ended his career.
ness, elbowing out Atlanta for the top spot.
EMANATE gl\t/ileg)-le—thied emptyin
emanated, emanated, emanating puied, emplied, emptying
emanate -from ol | | |
lemanate  from |sthusp | la lempty out Isth | lempty. lsth lout
if you empty out a container, you remove

formal to come from a particular place or per-
son, and to spread from them: Delicious
smells were emanating from the kitchen. | A
series of financial shocks emanated from New
England. | These ideas emanated from
Jacques Reufd, among others.

* SMILAR To: come from

everything that is inside it: | emptied out the
shopping bags and put everything away.
*sawiar 10 turn out

1b empty out Isth| lempty ~  out |
if you empty things out from a container,

you remove them from it: He slowly emptied
out all his clothes from the drawers and

Dacked them into suitcases.
2 |£rmmL out |

if a place empties out, all the people in it
leave: The club usually empties out about two
in the morning.

EMBARK
embarked, embarked, embarking

¢ Embark upon is more formal than embark
on and is mostly used in writing.

bambaric onuoon |~

to start doing something, especially some-
thing new and difficult that will take a long
time: In the 1950s, China embarked on a
major programme  of industrialization.
Burton decided to give up his teaching post,
and embark on a career in the City.

ENAMOUR 8t ENAMOR AmE

be enamoured of/with

1 |pe enamoured  offwith lstn |

formal to like something very much: Farmers
weren't particularly enamoured of the idea of
a common agricultural policy. |She became so
enamored with Parisian designs that she
directed Cassini to copy them for her.

fsmaa.mhekaenm
|be enamoured  ofwith 130]

old-fashioned literaryto be very fond of some-
one: It was obvious to everyone that Lady
Westville was not enamoured of her husband. |

EMBROIDER
embroidered, embroidered, embroidering

embroider on 2

lembroider . on Isth |

to add details that you have invented to a



Mr Darcy seems very enamoured with you. |
Gustave became so enamoured of Gertrude
that he would hardly let her out of his sight.

ENCASE

encased, encased, encasing

encase in

|m |§_Lh&h | in |§J,h [ usuariy passive

to cover or enclose something or someone
completely with something else: The statue
was transported back to Britain and encased
in glass to protect it. | The wealthy upper
classes encased their dead in immense coffins
lined with lead.

ENCROACH

encrooched, encroached, encroaching

« Encroach upon is more formal than

encroach .on and ismostly used in writing.

lencroach  on/upon  Isth |

formol  to gradually take away someone's
rights or freedom, or reduce someone's
power or authority - used to show that you
disapprove of this: Civil Liberty groups are

worried that the new laws will encroach upon
our freedom . of speech.

|.emnach_nnhmo.n.~_

formal to reduce the amount of time that
someone has available to do their work or do
what they want to do: FVeitzhas had a lot of
personal problems this year, which have obvi-
ously encroached on his work. | Most people
try to prevent their work from encroaching on

their private  lives.
|encroach on/upon |@Q

formol to gradually cover more and more land,
or take control of someone else's land - used
especially to show that you disapprove of
this: Everywhere we look, new housing devel-
opments are encroaching on our countryside. |
In the King's absence, his enemies began to
encroach on his territories.

* SmiLar To: invade

END

ended, ended, ending

lend in Isth |

to have a particular result, or to finish in a
particular way - used especially to say that
something is unsuccessful or has a bad end-
ing: In Britain, two out of three marriages end
in divorce.
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ENDEAR

in failure/disaster/tragedy etc Talks
aimed at preventing the strike ended in
failure after six hours of negotiation. | The
match ended in tragedy when one of the
boxers died in the ring.
end in tears (=end with people feeling
unhappy, annoyed etc - often used humor-
ously) Stop quarrelling you two! You know
it'll all end in tears.

*SIMILAR T0: culminate

end

in formol

end up

~"lend upl ~

to be in a situation that you did not intend or
want to be in, because of something that has
happened to you or something you have
done
end up in court/prison/hospital Tom got
into afight and ended up in court. | Soon
afterwards she ended up in hospital after a
drug overdose .
+ as Too many teenage girls are ending up
as single parents.
+ with  You'll end up with pneumonia if
you're not careful.

*SIMILAR T0: wind up, finish up BrE informo/,
land wup BIE

rend up doing 2th |

to do something that you did not intend or
want to do, especially because you cannot
seem to avoid doing it: He came for a couple
of days and ended up staying a month! | We
always seem to end up arguing with each

other.

lend upl X

to arrive in a place without planning or want-
ing to go there, for example because you lost
your way: We took several wrong turns, and
ended up in Wigan by mistake. | They ended up
in a bar near the docks.

* SmiLar To: wind up, finish up BrE informol

ENDEAR

endeared, endeared, endearing

lendear I1sh 110 Isb !
if a person's character or behaviour endears
that person to you, it makes you like them:
Sarah 's very keen to learn, which endears her
to her teachers. | Clinton s sexual antics didn't
exactly endear him to the voters.
endear yourself to sb (=to make yourself
popular with people by the way you
behave or what you achieve) Wilkinson
scored the only goal, immediately endear-
ing himself to the fans.
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ENDOW to be completely engrossed in her new life at
endowed, endowed, endowing university and we hardly ever heard from her.

i * simiLar To: be absorbed in
endow with

[be endowed with |5 ENLARGE

) - enlarged, enlarged, enlargin
formal to naturally have a particular ability or 9 9 9ng

feature, especially a good one: Healy was a
good public speaker and endowed with extra-

ordinary energy. « Enlarge upon is more formal than enlarge
be well/richly endowed with sth (=have a on and is mostly used in writing.
lot of it) The island is well endowed with
mineral deposits. lenlarge onlupon ~
formal to give more details or information
ENGAGE =~ it 1 sat ationtly, waitng for Tom 10
engaged, engaged, engaging enlarge on his last remark. | Would you care to

enlarge on your last remark? | In a recent
interview she enlarged on this theme in con-
versation with Kenneth Harris.

*
sIMILAR To: expand on/upon

1 |b9£ng.agﬂ;iin|§1hl

to be involved in something, especially
something that continues for a long time:
Officials are engaged in a debate with the ENQU|RE
company over the safety of its newest aircraft. |
The French government were engaged in a
desperate attempt to maintain their control of

Indo-China,

2 lengagej.n |~
formal to take part in an activity or a particu-
lar area of interest, business etc: Wetry to cre-
ate opportunities for students to engage in ENTER

new and challenging activities. | Women were entered, entered, entering
discouraged from .engaging in political life.

3 = linconversation |
formal to start a conversation with someone: a lenter for/in ls=

She tried to engage Anthony in conversation,
but he didn't respond.

SEE inquire

ENSURE
SEE iNnsure

to take part in a race, competition, or exami-
nation: Twenty yachts entered in the annual

Fastnet race on Wednesday. | Candidates may

engage on/upon enter for both examinations, if they wish.
« Engage upon is more formal than engage b lenter Ishisth ~
an and s mostly used in writing.
| he engaged onlupan | -

- to arrange for a person, team, animal etc to
BrE formal if you are engaged on a particular take part in a race, competition, or examina-
type or piece of work, that is what you are tion: Do you know how many teams have been
doing at the time: During the war Richards entered for the competition? | Peter entered
was engaged on work of a secret nature. | The his horse in a local show and won several
chairman, Ed Borkovsky, is currently engaged prizes.
on a European tour topromote the conference.

|
ENGROSS 1 [enter into an agreement/contract  etc |

to make an official agreement to do some-
thing or to pay someone else to do some-

| angrossed i |5~ thing: Compaq and Microsoft announced that
e = they had entered into an agreement to develop
to be very interested or involved in some- new products and markets.

thing, especially so that you do not notice or
show an interest in anything else: Rourke was
so engrossed in conversation with the girl that
he didn't even see me come in. |Anna seemed

+ with Birmingham  City Council have
entered into a contract with a building
company for the construction of a block of
offices.



EVEN

s
o
N

2 |be eroded awaylerode  away |

2 lenter mm|

to start to become involved in something,
especially a discussion or a relationship:  The
Mexican government was willing to enter into
negotiations as soon as possible. |At the time
Adidn't feel ready to enter into a new relation-

ship,

lenter into Isthl

to be an important part of a situation or be

something  that you consider, especially

when you are making a choice
enter into it If we are choosing a new
employee, age doesn't enter into it" said
Anne Clinton, the company's Personnel
Manager.
enter into sth Of course, other considera-
tions entered into the decision-making
process.

* swLar To: come into sth

enter on/upon

- Enter upon is more formal than enter on

and is.mostly wused in writing.

laser. antupon 1~

formal to begin something, especially some-
thing that will continue for a long time: The
economy is entering upon a period of sus-
tained growth.

*
sIMILAR TO: embark on/upon

ENTITLE

if someone's power, confidence, freedom etc
is eroded away or erodes away, it is gradually
destroyed: When John left me, 1felt that all my
self-respect and confidence had been eroded
away. lOver a decade, English military power
eroded away.

ETCH
etched, etched, etching

etch int%on

1 be etched intolon =

if a picture, pattern, or writing is etched into
something made of metal, glass, or stone, it is
cut into it and forms a permanent part of it:
When he retired they gave him a beautiful
glass bowl, with his initials etched into it. |
Ancient drawings were etched on the walls of

the cave,

lhs intol |~

literary if an expression is etched into some-
one's face, it is so strong and noticeable that
it looks permanent: She felt sad, looking at

the grey lines of weariness etched into his
face.

be etched into/on your mind/
brain/memory

literary to be something that you will never
forget because it had such a powerful effect
on you - used especially about something
unpleasant: | saw scenes of violence which
will be etched on my mind forever.

entitled, entitled, entitling

EVEN
| @.8 evened, evened, evening
be entitled fo
even out
if you are entitled to something, you have
the right to have it or to do it: All children a even out

under sixteen are entitled to free medical
treatment. II'm only giving you my advice -
you're entitled toyour own opinion.
entitle sb to sth Three of these tokens
entitle you tofree entry to Warwick Castle.

ERODE
eroded, erode% ¥V ing

5 ({11}

1 |be eroded awaylerode  away |

if rock or soil is eroded away or erodes away,
water or the wind gradually removes its
surface or breaks it into pieces, until it dis-
appears: All the soil and loose stones had been
eroded away, leaving only the smooth grey
rock. | Parts of the cliff are in danger of
eroding away.

if the way that something is shared or divided
evens out, it becomes more equal: Some
people seem to get all the luck - but it usually
evens out in the end. | The payments you make
will gven out over the year.

bleven out 5th | leven ~th Jout |

to make something become more equal, by
sharing or spreading something more equal-
ly: Wewant to try and even out the work load
a little, so that nobody has more than they can
handle.

even up

|even up |$h | |even Mﬂlgpl

to make a situation more equal or fair, espe-
cially in a game or competition: Mike came in
and joined our team, which helped to even
things up a little. | When we needed one more
player to even up the sides infootbhall, we used
to ask Bob.
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EXPAND 2 iexpect = .oflsh.

expanded, expanded, expanding to think that it is likely that someone will do
something or behave in a particular way: My

husband made afantastic recovery <far better

« Expand upon is more formal than expand than we expected of him. | The money had

f f . been carefully invested, as might be expected
<0 and s mostly Used In writing. of the Tyson family.

to give more details or information  about EXPLAIN

something that you have already said or  explained, explained, explaining
written:  I'd like to expand on that point in a

minute. | Hutton expands on this theme in the

gext chapter of his book. | o |slh | | ) |$].h Lwa;LJ.X

SIMILAR TO: enlarge on/upon
to give reasons for a mistake/ou made ‘'or
something bad that happene , to try and
EX_PATIATE o make pe?)ple think it is rqgt your fault )gr not
expatiated, expatiated, expatiating very serious: David wondered how he would
explain away the accident. | NATO had a hard
time explaining away the bombing of the
Chinese embassy in Belgrade. | Unemployment

|expatiate . onjupon_ Isth| was at its highest level ever, and the figures
old-fashioned literary to speak or write about a were not easily explained away.

particular subject in detail or for a long time: + as Dad's sickness could no longer be
Alistair began to expatiate very amusingly on explained away as theflu.

his liking for good food.

EYE

EXPECT eyed, eyed, eyeing

expected, expected, expecting

1 lgye up~_ levelsh~
informal, espeCially BrE to look at someone care-

to think or demand that someone should do fully, in away that shows you find them sex-
something  because it is their duty or it seems ually attractive: That guy at the bar keeps eye-
reasonable:  When Ifirst joined the company, | ing you up, Kelly. | Margot saw two younger
wasn't sure what was expected of me. women eyeing up her boyfriend.

expect a lot/more of sb She seems to expect * SIMILAR TO: check out AmE, ogle

an awful lot of her staff. | Middle class par-

ents tend to expect more of their children

and push them a lot harder at school BrE informal to look at something for a long
time or very carefully, because you want it or
are interested in it: Ed s gone to buy that hi-fi
he's been eyeing up for weeks. | She was
eyeing up a Danish pastry in the window.

2 leveup~ leve~




FACE
faced, faced, facing

face about
|tace anout |

BrE to turn so that you are looking in the
opposite direction: He paused, lit a cigarette,
then faced about and walked quickly away,

* simiar To: turn around

loce down I~ lace b

especiolly AmE to deal with someone or some-
thing in a strong and confident way: Lyman
faced down a roaring lion when he was on an
African safari.

|.ta.cen.tﬂ

AmE if two people or groups face off, they
fight, argue, or compete against each other:
Under Louisiana law, the two top candidates
will face off in the second election November
16. | The Twins and The Braves faced off at
6:00 last night in Atlanta.

face-off N [C USUALLY SINGULAR]

AmME a situation in which two people or

groups are fighting or playing a game

against each other: The situation gradually

calmed down after a 24-hour face-off

between demonstrators and the police.

|face wp to Isth]
to accept that an unpleasant fact is true or
that a diHicult situation exists, and realize
that you have to deal with it instead of trying
to ignore it: It won't be easy tofind another
job; you'd better face up to it.
face up to the fact (that) It's often difficult
toface up to thefact that you are no longer
young.
face up to your responsibilities "He's never
really faced up to his responsibilities as a
father,” Suzy said.

* simiar To: face

Ibefaced~

if you are faced with a difficult problem, sit-
uation, choice etc, you have to deal with it:

FADE

There was almost no evidence and police were
faced with a seemingly impossible task. | The
business was doing really badly, and we were
faced with mounting debts. | Faced with these
sorts of difficulties, many women chose to give
up their careers as soon as their first child
was born.

FACTOR
fadored, (adored, (adoring

factor in/into
|factor in lsth | [factor [sth lin|

|factor - ml_"‘

to include a particular thing when you are
calculating the total amount of something or
making a judgment or decision about some-
thing: Once interest payments are factored in,
the debt over 30 years increases to $694
million. | When you are measuring a school's
success, the students' backgrounds need to be
factored in.

. oprosiTE:  factor out

|factor out. |m |factor u out |

especially AmE to not include a particular thing
when you are calculating the total amount of
something or making a judgment or decision
about something:  The firm projects that
wages will rise 11% after inflation isfactored
out.

. orrosiTE:  factor in

FADE
faded, faded, fading

fade away;

lfade away |
if something that you can hear or see fades
away, it gradually becomes less loud or clear,
and then disappears: She listened to Zach's
footsteps fading away down the staircase.

+ into Dave's figure faded away into the

darkness.

2 liade away |

if something such as a feeling, idea, or atti-
tude fades away, it gradually becomes less
strong and then disappears: Hopes of apeace
settlement were beginning to fade away. |
Eventually all opposition to the idea faded
away.

* s ag 10 dissolve (ormal

3 fade away

to gradually become weaker and then die:
Mum never really recovered after the opera-
tion - she just faded away.



|fade in| lfade in~  Ifade 5tn lin|

if sound or a picture fades in, or is faded in, it
gradually becomes louder or clearer - used
about recorded sound or pictures in a film,
television programme, record etc: Romantic
music slowly jades in, as the lovers walk hand
in hand into the sunset. | The computer game
starts with a lot of multicolored stars, and
then some text fades in.

ifade outl

to gradually disappear or stop happening:
The marches and the protests jaded out and
people went back to their normal lives. |
Sometimes the trail faded out and they had to

search for another gne.
|fade out | lfade out = Ifade 5th Jout |

if sound or a picture fades out, or you fade it
out, it becomes less loud or clear and gradu-
ally disappears - used about recorded sounds
or pictures in a film, television programme,

record etc: The film we were watching faded
out and was replaced by a newsflash. | The DJ
faded out one record and put on another.

see fade in

FAFF
faffed, faffed, faffing

faff about/around

BrE informal to waste time doing unnecessary
things, especially when you should be doing
something else instead: Have you nearly fin-
ished faffing around in the bathroom? | We
spent the whole morning faffing about trying
tofind a garage.

* SmiLar T mess around/about In(ormol, fart
about/around in(ormal, putz around AmE
in(ormal

FAG
fagged, fagged, fagging

|be fagged out |

BrE spoken in(ormal to be extremely tired: I'm
completely fagged out - I didn't get to sleep
till 4 am.

* SmiLar To: be shagged out BrE spoken in(ormal

FAINT
fainted, fainted, fainting

~ayl

BrE to suddenly become unconscious for a
short time, because you are very weak, ill, or
shocked: Severalfans at the match hadfaint-
ed away in the blazing heat.

siMILAR To: faint

FAKE
faked, faked, faking

e {l] ot | e o [l

AmE in(ormal to deceive someone by making
them think you are planning to do something
when you are really planning to do some-
thing else: Sherrard faked out Jesperson,
moved past him, and scored the winning goal.

FALL
fell, fallen, falling

fall about

BrE informal to laugh a lot about something,
especially without being able to stop: The sit-
uation was so ridiculous that we all just fell
about.
fall about laughing All the kids fell about
laughing as soon as the teacher left the
room.

*
siMILAR To: crack up In(ormal, crease up BrE
In(ormal

| be falling apart |

to be in very bad condition, and need repair-
ing: I'm not going in your car - it's falling
apart! | The school was in a very old building,
which looked like it was falling apart.

\Ia,uﬂp,aﬂ\

if something falls apart, it breaks into pieces,
especially because it is old or badly made:
The book fell apart in my hands as soon as |
picked it up. | 1d only had the shoes a couple
of months before theyfell apart.

*swuse 10 come apart, disintegrate (ormol
fall apart |

if an organization, system, relationship etc
falls apart, it is not working successfully any
more and often fails completely: Diana's
marriage to Charles was falling apart. |By the
end of 1934, the Independent Labour Party
was falling apart. | In countries like Hungary



and Poland, the old Communist
largely fallen apart.
be falling apart at the seams (=used to
emphasize that something is in very bad
condition) When Thatcher took over, the
British economy was falling apart at the
seams.

f.SLM.LLARIQ: collapse
|fall apart |

if someone falls apart, they have problems
which affect them mentally or emotionally
and they cannot think or behave normally:
My father had just died and everything was

system had

going wrong - in the end I just fell apart. |

She's so tense about her job - if she goes on
like this, she'll fall apart.

f.SMLI.ARIQ.cLar.k up informal,

|sb's world/life _ falls apart_ |

if someone's world or life falls apart, some-
thing bad happens which changes their life,
causing them serious problems and making
them upset: When Jim s wife left him, his
world just fell apart. | Saxton 's life fell apart
when he failed a drugs' test two weeks before
the Olympic Games.

lfall away |
if something falls away from the surface that
it is joined to, it breaks off and becomes sep-
arated from it: As soon as | picked up the
flower, its petals fell away and fluttered to the
ground.
+ from Several large rocks had fallen away
from the cliff into the sea.

X SIMILARTO: fal off

Ifall away |

if land, a road etc falls away, it slopes down,
especially suddenly: Sarah ran forward and
then stopped as the ground fell away before

her. | To our left, the road seemed tofall away
into a valley.

*
- SIMILARTQ; drop away
|fall away | NOT PROGRESSIVE

if a feeling or something that has a bad effect
on you falls away, you stop feeling it or being
affected by it: At last Petey saw her coming,
and his anger immediately fell away. |As soon
as | found out the truth, all my worries fell
away.

_*ELMJ.LARIQ; go away, disappear

fall away

especially 8E if the amount or rate of some-
thing falls away, it decreases: Our profits
have fallen away sharply during the last two

years. | Support for the strike has started to
fall away.

SIMILARTO: fall off, fall back, drop
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FALL

5 fall away

8rE if a sound or the wind falls away, it grad-
ually becomes quieter or less strong and then
disappears:  The singer's voice grew louder,
and then slowly fell away. | The fierce wind
which started in the evening, fell away during
the night.

SIMILARTO: die away

fall backl

to suddenly move backwards or away from
someone or something, because you are very
surprised, frightened ere: Flossie 'sfather was
so surprised that he fell back against the
door. | She ran forward to the figure on the
ground, and the rest of the crowd fell back,
silent.

:(S.I.M.LLABE'. recoil formal
fall back

if soldiers fall back, they move back away
from the enemy in order to avoid fighting:
General Patton immediately ordered his men
tofall back.

¥ SIMILARTO: retreat
fall backl

to move or travel more slowly than another
person, car etc, with the result that you are
behind them: As soon as we were in sight of
the truck, we fell back in order not to be seen. |
Grand Hawk fell back to second place after
the last jump.

* SIMILARTO: drop back, fall behind
fall backl

especially 8E if the amount or rate of some-
thing falls back, it decreases: Car sales fell
back dramatically in the second half of the
yew: | The pound climbed to a healthy 2.50
Deutschmarks, before jailing back later to 2.47.

* SIMILARTO: drop

« Fall back upon is more formal than fall
back on and is mostly used in writing.

fall back on/upon St

to use something because other things have
failed or because there is no other choice left:
If this doesn't work, we'll just have tofall back
on our original plan. | Celia fell back on the
only excuse she could think of | You should
save a bit of money - then you'll always have
something tofall back on.

fall-back AD) [AIWAYS BEFORE NOUN]

a fall-back position, method, plan etc is
one that you use when your first choice
fails: It is important that we have a good
fall-back position, in case these negotia-
tions break down.



FALL

fall-back N [C]

something that you have available to use
for when vyour first method, choice etc
fails: Many people have a second insurance
policy as afallback.

fall behind

<1 Iz behind | |tay bening I~
to gradually get behind other people who
you are with, because you are moving more
slowly than them: 1 started to fall behind
almost as soon as the race began. | The little
boy had fallen behind his mother and was cry-
ing.
* smiLar To: lag behind, drop behind
- OPPOSITE:  keep up

I
<~>1ay penind | lgaul penind |swisth |
to fail to make as much progress or to
achieve the same standard as another person,
country, organization etc: Children from poor
families are more likely to fall behind at
school. | They were worried that Russia was
falling behind the US in the arms race.
* SMILAR To: lag behind
= QPPOSITE. keep up

to fail to do something by a particular date

that has been agreed, especially paying

money that you owe, or finishing some work
+ with After losing his job, Darren fell
behind with his mortgage payments. | He
fell behind with his rent and was thrown out
of the apartment.
fall behind schedule The project to build the
bridge had already fallen behind schedule,
and there were still some technical prob-
lems to overcome.

¥ smiar 10 get behind

tall bening [Sth!

to fail to increase at the same rate as some-

thing else: Over the lastfew years, our salaries

have fallen behind inflation. | Demand fell

behind production, and prices dropped.

. OPPOSITE: keep up
behind | Aattbe-h-in-gi-

to fail to score as many points as another
team or player in a competition:  Princeton
started slowly, and fell behind 16-9 in both
games. | Osborne's team fell behind Miami
17-7 in the second half.

fall down

to fall onto the ground: She slipped on the ice,
fell down and broke her leg. | During the
night, several trees had fallen down.

* smiLar To: fall over

| be falling down |
if a building is falling down, it is in very bad
condition and needs repairing: There were
very few hospitals, and the ones that did exist
were falling down.

fwm delapidated formol
|fall down |
BrE to fail to be good enough or to be suc-
cessful because of a particular reason or in a
particular way: Where the book falls down is
in the poor quality of the colour reproduc-
tions. | "What if someone doesn't keep up with
the payments?"  “That's when the whole sys-
temfalls down."
fall down on the job (=fail to do what you
should be doing on your job) I'm appalled
by her attitude. It suggests I'm falling down
on the job.
downfall N [SINGULAR]
when someone loses their position of
power, or stops being successful
+ of the downfall of Margaret Thatcher
be sb'sdownfall if something is someone's
downfall, it causes them to lose their posi-
tion of power, or stops them from being
successful: In the end, his pride was his
downfall.

lfallfor—

informal to be tricked into believing some-
thing that is not true: You didn't think I'd fall
for that old excuse, did you? |Politicians seem
to think that we'll fall for any old rubbish.
fall for sth hook, line, and sinker (=be
tricked into believing something  com-
pletely, although it is not true) He said that
he wanted to leave his wife and marry her,
and she fell for it hook, line and sinker.

* SmiLar To: be taken in by sth
|tan sor=

to suddenly feel very attracted to someone
and feel that you love them: It's the story of a
middle-aged teacher who falls for ane of his
students. | A lot of people wonder why Fergie
fell for Johnny Bryan.

lfall for ~  NoTPasSIVE

to like something very much as soon as you
see it, and feel that you want to have it: Mark
had only seen the house once, but he'd fallen
for it immediately. .

lfallinl | -

if a roof or ceiling falls in, it falls to the
ground,  especially because it is old or
damaged: The house was still there, but the
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windows were all broken and the roof had
fallen in.

SIMILAR TO: cave in
Ifall in | »<,

to start walking or forming lines behind or
next to other people: The soldiers fell in, one
behind the other.

fall in behindlbeside sb "This way!" he
shouted and the group fell in behind him.

fall into

Jall into~

to start to be in a bad condition or in a bad
situation - used in the following phrases:

fall into decaylruinldisrepair/disuse The
cathedral fell into disrepair over the next
fifty years.

fall into a coma Griffin fell into a coma
before he reached the hospital.

Jfall into~

to start doing something or being involved in
something, often without intending to - used
especially in the following phrases:
fall into conversationla discussion (=start
talking) On the way home, 1fell into con-
versation with the man sitting beside me.
fall into the habit of doing sth At work, he ‘cl
fallen into the habit of having a cup of
coffee every time he passed the machine.
fall into a deep sleep 1lfell into a deep sleep

s soon as 1lay down.

|@ into_ a category/group/type etc |

to belong to a particular group of things or
people that is different from other groups:
The subjects you can study fall into three
distinct groups. 10ur customers have always
fallen into several different categories.

fallinto~

to contain or be divided into two or more dif-
ferent parts: Your role will fall into two main
areas: staff recruitment and training. | The
evening S discussion falls into three parts.

tfall inwithisb]

informal to become friends with someone or
with a particular group of people after meet-
ing them by chance: 1hope she doesn 'tfall in
with the wrong kind of people at college. I1n
France, Dengfell in with some young Chinese
communists, led by Chou-En-lai.

— o

ifall in with |~

BrE to accept someone else's plan, suggestion
etc and not try to change it or disagree with
it: I'm quite happy tofall in with whatever you
decide. |Lea decided it was best tofall in with
his wishes, in order to keep the peace.

* .
SIMILAR TO: go along with

fall off

fall off .

if something falls off, it becomes separated
from something that it is joined to, especially
because it is old or damaged: 1picked up the
suitcase and the handle fell all' 10ne of the
engines fell off the plane on a flight from
Miami to Minneapolis.

*SIMILAR TO: drop off
fall off

if the amount, rate, or standard of something
falls off, it decreases or becomes lower:
Jaguar s US car sales have fallen off since
1986. | The standard of acting seemed to fall
off in the second half of the play.
*SIMII.AR TO: drop, drop off, fall away
fall-off AISO falling-off N [C USUALLY
SINGULAR]
when the amount, rate, or standard of
something decreases or becomes lower
+in Some clubs have had to close due to a
fall-off in attendance. | a falling-off in
demand

fall on~

if a date falls on a particular day of the week,
it happens on that day: Christmas fell on a
Saturday that year.

fall on/upon

« Fall upon is more formal than fall on and is

mostly used in writing.

|ial.|9.nLumn_~_

if a duty or job falls on someone, they
become responsible for dealing with it or get-
ting it done, especially because someone else
cannot do it: When her mother died, responsi-
bility for the family fell upon Sheila.
it falls on sb to do sth Jane was off sick, so
itfell on.me to organize the whole thing.

.*Mm;iﬁl.lto
fall on/upon. —

literary to start eating food quickly and eagerly,
because you are very hungry: He fill on the
meal infront of him, as if he hadn't eaten for
weeks

fall on/upon =

litrary to suddenly attack or get hold of
someone: Some of the older boys fell on him,
and broke his glasses.

*
_ SIMILAR TO: set on/upon

lfal oniupon =

literary to throw your arms around someone
and often kiss them, because you are happy



FALL

to see them or excited about something: The
kids fell on their uncle as soon as he opened
the door.

lfall on/upon  Ish]

literary to happen to someone - used about
something unpleasant: Alexi was afraid of the
punishment and revenge that might jail upon
him.

*SIMILAR TO: befall formal, happen to

fall out]

to have an argument with someone and stop
being friendly with them
+ with Becker was depressed because he'd
fallen out with his girlfriend.

+ over Apparently the two men fell out over
money.

*SIMILAR TO: argue, quarrel
falling-out N [C USUALLY SINGULAR]
if you have a falling-out with someone,
you have an argument with them and stop
being friendly with them: There were
reports that some members of the team had
had afalling-out.

Ifall out |

if your hair or a tooth falls out, it becomes
loose and separates from your body: My
Dad's hair fill out when he was only thirty.

* SMiLaR TO: come out

Ifall out lusuaLLY IN commanDs

if soldiers fall out, they stop standing in a line
and move away to different places: The
soldiers were ordered tojail out and return to
base.

« opposiTE:  fall in

Jfall aver |

to fall to the ground, or to fall down from an
upright  position:  The Rangers defender
slipped and/ell over as he was runningfor the
ball. | That pile of books will fall over if you
put any more on top.

;kSLM.u.AB_IQ.- fall down, topple over

|IaLl over |§I|l].

to hit your foot against something by mistake
and fall to the ground: Ifell over an empty box
that someone had left outside the door.

* )

- SIMILAR. TO: frip over

rhe falling. over yourself 1o do -

to be very eager to do something, especially
when this seems very surprising: The, man-
ager was falling over herself to be helpful. |
Suddenly he found that women were falling
over themselves to go out with him.

Ifall through |
if an agreement, plan etc falls through, some-
thing prevents it from happening or being

completed  successfully: My holiday plans
have fallen through, so I don't know wHere I'll
go this year. | We'd accepted an offer of
$200,000 for the house, but the sale fell
through at the last moment.

fall 10 8]

if a duty or job falls to someone, they
become responsible for dealing with it or get-
ting it done, especially when this is difficult
or unpleasant: No one else wanted to do it, so
the job jell to me.
it fell to sb to do sth Itfell to me to give her
the bad news.

*

~ SMiAR TO: fall on

|fall tojsthl

literary to suddenly start doing something:

Everyone fell to work, and they didn't stop till

midday.
fall to doing sth Whenever the family got
together, they always fell to arguing about
politics.

|fall under  |sb's | controlirule/influence |

to become controlled, governed, or influenced
by a particular group, country, or person: By
then large areas of the country hadfallen under
Palestinian control. | The Commission had
fallen wunder the influence of the KGB.

Ifall under |SO/Sth'S I spell |

to become very attracted by someone or
something: As soon as | went to Paris, | fell
under its spell,

fall under .2 category/heading _ efc |

to be included in a particular group or

description of things: The newjob falls under
the heading of Sales and Marketing.

see fall on/upon

FAN
fanned, fanned, fanning

1

|fan qutl.

if a group of people or things fans out, they
move forwards and away from each other so
that they gradually spread over a wide area:



He ordered his men tofan out and search every
inch of the field. |Hundreds of volunteers will
fan out along the coast topick up litter.

*
SIMILARTO: spread out

ltan out @F [8]Sth soue |

to arrange agroup of things so that they form
the shape of a half circle: Theo fanned out the

FATTEN

thing, especially because you think it is
important, useful, or serious: The press was
quick to fasten on the dangers of genetically
modified foods.
fasten on to sth He immediately fastened
on the fact that she didn't have much expe-
rience of marketing.
*SIMILARTO: home in on, latch on to/onto

cards and asked me to pick one. | Cut up an
apple and gently fan out the slices on a
serving plate.

|fasten onto ~

to follow someone and stay with them,
especially when they do not want you to:
Stella immediately fastened onto the best-
looking man at the party and refused to leave
his side.

*SIMILARTO: latch on to/onto

FARM
farmed, farmed, farming

1 lfarm out |§M |farm ISthlout |

to arrange for work to be done by another
company or by someone outside your com-
pany, instead of doing it yourself: lan thinks
we should farm the project out, but I think we
can organize it ourselves. |Most of the editing
isfarmed out to freelancers.

¥ SIMILARTO: contract out

2 ltarm oot || lfarm = qut |

to arrange for someone to be looked after by
someone else, because you are too busy to
look after them: My parents were both work-
ing, so ended up being farmed out to my
grandparents or one of my aunts.

|fasten up~

|tasten U

to join together two sides of something such
as a coat, shirt, bag etc so it is closed, or to
become joined in this way: Fasten up your
coat - it Sfreezing outside. | My fingers are so
numb | can't fasten my shirt up properly. | This
bag is too full - it won't fasten up.

*SIMILARTO: do up

EART see fasten on/upon

farted, farted, farting

e Fart is a rude word and some people are
offended by it.

FATHOM
fathomed, fathomed, fathoming

fathom out

batvorn. e b | =1 st soure

8rE to understand  something or someone
after thinking about them carefully, espe-
cially when they seem strange or confusing: 1
sometimes find it difficult to fathom out the
workings of Emma S mind. |1t Shard tofathom
out why a mother would abandon her child.

*SIMILARTO: fathom, figure out, work out

fart around
aso fart about Bt X

fart about/around

informal to waste time doing silly or unneces-
sary things, especially when you should be
doing something else: Stop farting around
and get on with your work! |I've been farting
about in meetings all morning and | haven't
had time to get anything done.

* SIMILARTO: mess abouttaround  informal,

piss abouttaround BrE informal FATTEN

fattened, fattened. fattening

FASTEN
fastened, fastened, fastening

fasten on/upon

baen wol~ syl

to make an animal fatter by giving it a lot of
food. Also used humorously about people:
The turkeys are being fattened up for
Christmas. | Keith always looks so thin - he
needs fattening up a bit.

« Fasten upon is more formal than fasten on
and is mostly used in writing.

|tasten aniupon ~

formal to give particular attention to some-



FAVOUR

FAVOUR BrE FAVOR AmE

favoured, favoured, favouring BrE
favored, favored, favoring AmE

favour —with

\favour \sb\with \sth\

old-fashioned formal to give someone a look or
a reply, or do something special for someone
- often used humorously: He favoured Lucy
with a broad grin, then went back to his work. |
It was several days before she favored him
with an answer to his proposal.
favour sb with your presence (=come to
visit someone - used especially to criticize
someone in a joking way because they are
late or often do not come) Will you be
favouring  us with your presence this
evening?

FAWN
fawned, fawned, fawning

|fawn onfover =~
to praise someone and be friendly to them,
especially in a way that is not sincere,

because you want them to like you or give
you something:  Political candidates are
fawning over wealthy businessmen, hoping for
generous campaign donations. | The Prince
was constantly surrounded by beautiful young
women, all fawning on him and trying to get
into bed with him.

FEAR
feared, feared, fearing

fear for

|fear for Isthish |

if you fear for something or someone, you
feel worried that they may be in danger:
Calaway assured him that he has no reason to
fear for his job.
fear for sb's life/safety Fearing for his life,
Williams left the country. | Witnesses feared
for their safety and refused to give reporters
their true names.

FEAST
feasted, feasted, feasting

e Feast upon is more formal than feast on

and is mosdy used in writing.
Ifeast on/upon Isth |
to eat a lot of a particular food with

enjoyment:  Afterwards they went to a posh
restaurant and feasted on smoked salmon and

champagne. | At the festival you can feast on
raw oysters and steamed clams. | Mythology
portrays ancient gods feasting upon ambrosia
and nectar.

FEED
fed, fed, feeding

feed back
|teed nack | lteed nack | |

to give someone your opinion or the latest
information about something, especially so it
can be improved or changed

+ to Consumers are able tofeed back to the

company about its products.

+ with | am grateful to all those who fed

back with their comments and suggestions.
* SiMilar To: report back

feedback N [u]

advice, criticism etc about how good or
useful something is: We've received some

negative feedback from customers on the
new computer software.
Ifeed Isthlinto = Ifeed in=
Ifeed Isth lin!
to put something into a machine, especially
information  or money: Information about the
weather conditions isfed into a computer so
that forecasts can be made. |1 kept feeding
money into the machine, but I still didn't win
anything.
feed into
|teed into lst=

if a river or road feeds into a bigger river or
road, it joins it: Several rivers feed into the
River Humber, including the River Derwent
and the River Ouse.

* .
SIMIIAR TO: Join

feed off

1 lfeed off~

if an animal feeds off something, it gets food
from it: Crows circled overhead, waiting to
feed off the bodies of dead animals.

* SIMILAR TO: feed on
2~

to use something in order to continue to exist
or to get an advantage for yourself - used
especially to show disapproval:  The press
and the Royal Family feed off each other -
they both need each other in order to survive. |
Some people accused him of feeding off his
father S reputation as a writer.

*
SIMIIAR TO: feed on



v J_f_ggd on |EE]

if an animal feeds on a particular food, it usu-
ally eats that food: Owls feed on mice and
other small animals. |Butterflies feed on nec-
tar collected from flowers.

* SIMILAR TO: feed off
lieeg lsthisp=

to regularly give an animal or person a par-
ticular kind of food to eat: The cattle are fed
on barley and grass. | Parents feed their chil-
dren on all kinds of rubbish, but they still seem
1o grow up OK in the end.

|feed on Isth!

to use something in order to become stronger
or more successful, especially people's fears
or worries - used especially to show dis-
approval: The Fascists were able to feed on
people Sfears about the country S economic
situation. | Prejudice feeds on mistrust and
ignorance.

*SIMILAR 70: feed off

A-sthisbl

to give an animal or person a particular food:
Don't feed those apples to the squirrels! | How
can you feed that junk to your kids?

feed up

1 lfeed~

BrE to give someone a lot of food, especially
to make them healthy and not too thin:
When | was young, my grandmother was
always trying tofeed me up with sweets and
biscuits. | A lot of models these days look like

1 heaar |~

to feel sympathy for someone because they
are in a difficult, sad, or unpleasant situation,
often because you have been in a similar sit-
uation yourself: 1 feel for Donnie - it's not
easy being a teenager. | She felt for Karen, but
she had afamily of her own to look after.

SIMILAR TO: sympathize with

ltcet zor JEE]

to use your hands to search for something
you cannot see: |felt for the list I had put in
my pocket. | Suzanne entered the dark hotel
room and felt for the light switch.

*
SIMILAR TO: feel around for

feel out

peet i5= auw | beat cun |~

informal to ask someone's opinion or feelings
about something: I'll try and feel him out
about the idea and see what he thinks.

*
SIMILAR TO: sound out

leells~

Informal to touch someone in a sexual way,
without  their permission in a way that is
unpleasant and annoying: Some guy tried to
feel me up at the bar last night.

* simiLar To: touch up BrE informal

|IEE.| upto ls~

to feel well enough to do something, or feel
that you have enough energy or strength to

do something: Can we go for a run another
time? | don't really feel up to it today.
feel up to doing sth Are you sure you feel
up to going into work? |1 didn't feel up to
arguing with him, so | just agreed with
everything he said.

they need feeding up.
2 lbe fed wpl

informal to be bored, annoyed, or unhappy,
especially because a situation that you do not
like has continued for too long: You look fed
up. What's the matter?
+ with People are fed up with airport
delays. 1 She got fed up with being treated
like some kind of servant.
* SmMiLAR To: be hacked off informal

FENCE
fenced, fenced, fencing

fence in

1 Ifencein~ ~

FEEL

felt, felt, feeling to surround an area or building with a fence:

The prison compound was fenced in with
feel around for

|zl | 2 |fence mml |fence -

to use your hands to search for something
you cannot see: Richard reached into the attic
and felt around for the boxes. | Feeling around
for some pocket change to make a phone call,
Tom stood up and left the table.

*
SIMILAR TO: feel for

to keep animals in an area surrounded by a
fence: Jimmy is planning to fence in his

chickens to protect them from foxes.
3 |fgng§ in |§_b| |fgng§ |§_b|i_n |USUALLY PASSIVE
to make someone feel that they cannot leave
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a place or do what they want: Mothers with FESS

young children often feel fenced in at home. fessed, fessed, fessing
fence off
[fence off |§J.h | [fence = [fess up[ )<'
to separate one area from other areas with a AME informal to admit that you have done
fence: The owner has fenced off the woodland something wrong, or to tell people about
to stop people getting in. something wrong you have done: Come on,
+ from The resort was fenced off fi'om the fess up! Who ate the last cookie?
rest of the island * SMiLaR To: own up, admit, confess
FEND FETCH
fended, fended, fending fetched, fetched, fetching
fend for fetch up
Ifend for yourself[ 1 [fetch upl

BrE to arrive somewhere without expecting

to take care of yourself without help from : : ) )
to or intending to: He spent some time in

other people: She should be old enough to

fend for herself by now. | Towards the end of Europe and eventually fetched up in Naples. |
his life he could no longer fend for himself; At lunchtime thefour of them fetched up at the
and his neighbours used to come in to make &”b‘

his meals for him. simiLAR To: end up, land up BrE, wind up

* smiLar To: look after yourself 2 fetch up:

BrE informal to bring food up from your stom-
ach through your mouth: Ugh! Winnie has
1 lfend off Ishlsth | = shisth | off] just fetched up all over the floor!

to stop someone or something who is trying SIMILAR TO: throw up, vomit formal
to attack or harm you, especially by pushing

them away: He managed to fend off his FIDDLE

attackers until the police arrived. | Women can ftddled, ftddled, ftddling

take self-defense classes to learn how to fend

off an assault. fiddle around
% swuae 1o ward off aso fiddle about BE
ZLEn.dQﬁ[SIhJ [ED.d[SIb~_ 1|ﬁd.d.|.ﬁi:: nd/about |

to avoid having to deal directly with some-
thing difficult or annoying, for example ques-
tions, cnncisms, or an unpleasant situation:

to make small changes to something in order
to try. to repair it or make it work better,
Ashcroft tried tofend off any awkward ques- often i an unsuccessful and annoying way:
tions about his business affairs. | Shea S main Derek fiddled _a_round for half an hour, trying
role was to fend off criticisms of NATO S to get the television to work.

bombing campaign in Kosovo. + with The government should stop fiddling
around with the education system and let

ith their jobs.
FERRET .mamgm..u&mnmm eir jobs
ferreted, ferreted, ferreting 2 [fiddle around/about |

to waste time doing silly or unimportant
things: I'm fed up with fiddling around here
all day. Can we go?

fercet out = [ferret [ out [ * smiLar To: mess around/about  informal
to succeed in finding something that is diffi-
cult to find, especially a piece of information: EFIGHT

She had a way of ferreting out people S
secrets. | The company is working toferret out
problems with its software.

* )
siMILAR TO: unearth, dig

fought, fought, ftghting

|fight back |
to defend vyourself when someone attacks

you or causes problems for you, and try to
defeat them or stop them: Finn was wounded
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several times but he continued tofight back. |
Seles lost the first set, but then fought back to
win the match 3-6, 6-4, 6-1. | In the past,
people who were discriminated against were
often too scared tofight back.
fight-back ~ [e]
when a person,
defends themselves
opponent and tries to defeat them:
second half, United staged afight-back
almost brought them victory.

team, organization etc
against an attacker or
In the
that

fight back tears/anger/
the urge to do sth etc

to force yourself not to cry or show your
feelings, or force yourself not to do some-
thing that you very much want to do:
Fighting back his tears, he waved goodbye to
her from the station platform. | Sometimes |
have tofight back the urge to hit him.

* smiLar To: hold back

fight down
Ifight down Isth] ~th [ down |

to force yourself not to do something that
you very much want to do, or force yourself
not to be affected by your feelings: Janice
fought down the impulse to scream. |He stead-
ied himself against the door, fighting down a
wave of dizziness and nausea.

* sIMILAR To: fight back

oot ot s | = swn losg

to use violence to make someone or some-
thing who is attacking you go away: He
fought off his attackers and called the police. |
The man tried to strangle her, but she man-
aged tofight him off

fight off = Ifight ISL1Q@I]
to get rid of or try to get rid of an illness or an
unpleasant feeling: If you take extra vitamin
C, it helps your body tofight off colds. |1 tried
to fight off my feelings of homesickness by
going out as much as possible.

*
simiLAR To: ward off, stave off

~ sbisth |off] ifight off Isbisth |
to prevent an opponent from defeating you,
for example in sport, business, or politics:

Navratilova fought off Sanchez to win the final
game of the tournament. | The company had to
fight of} strong competition from its rivals in
order to get the deal. | Sofar he has succeeded
infighting off every challenge to his leadership.

fight out

Ifight it out |

to fight or argue until one person, team etc
wins: John and Margo are prepared tofight it
out in court. |Next Saturday United and Inter
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FILE

Milan will fight it out for
Championships.
fight it out among yourselves (=used to say
that you do not want to be involved in
someone else's argument or fight) Let them
fight it out among themselves - it's none of
our business.
*SIMILAR To: battle it out, slog it out BrE
informal

the European

FIGURE

figured, figured, figuring
figure on
AmE to expect that something will be a par-
ticular amount or number, or expect that
something will happen, and include it in your
plans: Ken figured on about 100 people

coming to the party.

figure on doing sth Figure on spending
$700 to $900 for a ticket to Paris.

*SIMILAR T0: count on, reckon on BrE

Ifigure out ~ ~ sthisb lout |

to understand something or someone, or find
the answer to a question, problem etc, after
thinking about them carefully: I've known
Zack for years but I still can't figure him out. |
It took her afew minutes tofigure out what he
was trying to say. | I'm trying tofigure out a
way of paying him back the money lowe him.
simiLar To: fathom out BrE, work out
especially BrE

FILE
filed, filed, filing

file away

1 lfle awayl- lfile Isthiawayl

to keep papers with information on them in
a particular place so that they are easy to
find: Should we file away these receipts or
throw them out? | She keeps all of her notes
neatly filed away in 2 cabinet next to her desk.

lfe away 1sin 1 lite 150 away |

informal to carefully remember information

about something so that you can use it later:
Every little mistake gets filed away in the back
of her mind so that she can use it against you
later:

file for
lfilefor—

to officially ask for permission to do some-
thing, especially from a court of law
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file for divorce/bankruptcy After 10 years
of marriage, the couple have decided tofile
for divorce. | The country S second largest
insurance group have filed for bankruptcy
with debts of over $1 billion.

FILL
flled, filled, filling
fill in
1~1fill jn~_  [filllsitilB

especially BrE to write all the necessary infor-
mation in the empty spaces on an official
document or test: Before you can open your
account you'll need to fill in this application
form. | The passengers all had tofill in their
landing cards. | Make sure that you fill inyour
ncme, address, and daytime telephone number.

fill in the blanks (=write your answers in

the empty spaces) 1 opened my Japanese

workbook and started filling in the blanks.
* smnar To: fill out, complete formal

to put a substance in a hole or crack in order
to make a surface smooth again: You'll need
to fill in all the cracks before you paint the
walls.

IM¥[ID] il in 1b

to tell someone about things that have hap-

pened recently or give them information that

they need to know in order to do something
+ on Talk to Jenny - she can fill you in on
the details. |Mom calls us every Sunday to
fill us in on all the latest family news.

Ifillinl

to do someone's job while they are ill or
absent from work: Who Sgoing tofill in when
Helen S on maternity leave?
+ for Quinn isfilling infor the newspaper S
regular reporter: | dcan't find anyone tofill
infor me on Wednesday.
*

Zamuar 10 stand in

Ifill in timel

if you fill in time before something happens,
you do something to pass the time so that
you do not get bored: We've got some time to

fill in before the show - lets go and have a
drink.

6jfillin[~~
to paint or colour the space inside a shape,

especially on paper: She drew a picture of a
bird and used crayons tofill it in.

* gmiar o colour/color in
7__
BrE old-fashioned informal to attack someone and

hit them hard, especially because you are
annoyed with them: If he does that again, I'm
going tofill him in!

* Smiar To: beat up, do sb in informal

fill out

t]_ﬁ_l,l_put~ =loutl
to write all the necessary information in the
empty spaces on an official document: If you

want tojoin the library, you'll need tofill out
an application form. | The patients all had to
fill out a questionnaire which asked them
about their previous medical history.

* simiar To: fill in especially BrE, complete

formal

2 [fill outl
if your body fills out, it becomes fatter or big-
ger - used especially about thin people who
have become fatter or bigger: Noah used to be
a skinny little guy, but he S really filled out in
the past year. | By age 13, her body had
already started tofill out.

1 Qiijsthl
to make a container full by putting liquid or
other things in it: Can 1fill up your glass? |
We brought two big baskets.for the apples, and

quickly filled them up.

b it |l [~ @Dsh L
to put petrol in a car so that the tank is full.
The tank is the part of the car where petrol is
stored: They stopped tofill up at the next gas
station.
fill-up Ame n~ [cl
when you put enough petrol in your vehi-
cle to fill the container that holds the

petrol: Gasco is offering a free carwash
with every fill-up.
2 [fill upj

to become full: The pubs fill up quickly on

Saturday nights.
+ with The show was due to begin in 20
minutes, and the theatre was already start-
ing tofill up. | New roads rapidly fill up
with cars. | The room began tofill up with
smoke, and people started rushing for the
exits.

3 @ii |
if a food fills you up, it makes you feel that
you have eaten enough and you feel full: It
doesn't take much rice tofill me up. |/ like to
have porridge for breakfast. It really fills you
up.

4 Ifill (yourself) up!
to make your stomach feel full by eating a lot
of food
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+ on If you're extra hungry, fill up on rice, FIND

potatoes, or pasta dishes. | I used to fill found, found, finding
myself up on cereal as soon as | got home
from school.
* 9 ARTQ. stoke up BrE informol ltun.d . 458
5 Lill upisthl - formal if a judge, court etc finds against some-
if you fill up a period of time, you use it for a one, they decide that the person has lost
particular ~activity or purpose: The manager their case: If the judge finds against him, he'll
expects us tofill up every minute of the day spend the rest of his life injail.
with work. | Three new programmes were . oPPOSITE: find for
introduced tofill up thefall prime-time televi-
sion slots. find for
EILM Mind for~
filmed, filmed, filming formal if a judge, court etc finds for someone,
. they decide that the person has won their case:
film over Judge Hayes found for the defendant and
il ordered that he should be released immediately.
1YOUE 2ves INm over « OPPOSITE: find against
if your eyes film over, they become covered )
with a thin layer of liquid, so that it is diffi- finCl out
cult for you to see: She tried not to cry, but
she could feel her O'es filming over. 't |£Ln.d out! |£Ln.d out J.S].E\] |iLn.d;tJllQ.u.l‘. |
* SIMILARTO: miist over NOT PASSIVE

to get information about something, either
FILTER by chance or by asking questions, looking in
books ete: | don't know who wrote the song,
but I'll try and find out. | Don phoned the hos-
pital tofind out the result of his test. | Teachers
should encourage kids to find things out for
|filter in | themselves.
+ whatlwherelwhy etc Dad was really mad
at me when he found out where I'd been. |
Can you find out exactly what time the film

filtered, filtered, filtering

BrE to slowly drive your car into a line of traf-
fic that is already moving, so that the other
cars do not have to stop for you: We had to

slow down as more traffic filtered infrom the starts?

south of Cambridge. + if Find out if there S anyone here who

filter out speaks English.

+ that You'll be in trouble if anybody finds

1 ler ot |~ leuter 81 que| out about this

to remove a harmful or unwanted substance 2 Ifind |$~ out | USUALLYPASSM

fr_om alflqmd or gats b);hptassmg Itt throut%h .a to discover that someone has done some-

piece of equipmen at  separates em: thing wrong or illegal: The only thing that

Workers will have to wear masks to filter out

all the dust in the air. | The lenses are made of made him stop cheating was his fear of being

found out. | Brendan knew she would always

special glass which filters out harmful UV find him out if he tried to lie to her
* SIMILARTO: rumble BrE informal
2 lfilter out ~ |filter |sthish lout |
to separate or get rid of something or some- FINE

one that you do not want from a group of
things or people: The interviews are intended
to filter out unsuitable candidates. | We learn
to filter out background noise when listening

fined, fined, fining

to aparticular voice. l.th.edmAmJ: ~ &b ldmun |

filter through BIE formal to improve a process, system etc by
making it more exact or effective, and espe-

|filter through | cially by getting rid of parts of it that are not

necessary: The whole legal process has been
fined down so that cases can be dealt with
more quickly and efficiently.

* SIMILARTO: refine

if news or information about something
filters through, people start to hear about
it: Reports began to filter through of mass
executions and ethnic cleansing.
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FINISH
finished, finished, finishing

Ifinish off Isth | |finish Isth | off 1

especially BrE to complete the last part of
something that you are doing: Don't disturb
him - he Sjust finishing off his homework. |
It'll take me a couple of hours tofinish this job
off

;kw&m-_ complete, finish up AmE
~Winisn ot@) s ko =

to eat, drink, or use the last part of some-
thing: Ally and | sat outside, finishing off our

meal. | You'cl better finish this toothpaste off
before you open a new one.

¥ s 10 polish off
Ifinish off I Ifinish off[Sth] Ifinish |§‘”
to end an event, programme, meal etc in a
particular way or by doing one final thing:
Wefinished off the evening by opening a bottle
of champagne.
+ with Let's finish off with a roundup of the
news.
¥ swuaR 10 end, conclude. formal

Ifinish 1sbE:1] Ifinish offl:~

BrE to make someone feel very tired, weak, or
unhappy, so that they are unable to continue
what they were doing or to live a normal life
any more: That last job sfinished me offfor the
day! I'm going home. | We knew that if she
failed again, it might finish her off completely.

|finish Isbisth |ffl  Lefinei-sh-o-ff-—

informal to kill a person or animal, especially
when they are already wounded or weak:
Two of the victims were still alive, so the exe-
cutioners finished them off with bayonets.

¥ swiae 100 ki
ltinish off lst | Ifinish 10 @]

BrE to complete something by making it
attractive in a particular way: Low growing
plants are useful for finishing off the edge of a
path orflower bed. | a stunning piece of cos-
tume jewellery  tofinish off your party outfit

| finish off~ I finish Isb/sth |0ff|

to defeat a person or team that you are com-
peting against in a sport: They were a team we
should have easily beaten, but we couldn't
quite finish them off

finish up
ltinish UDl x
BrE informal to arrive or end at a particular

place, after going to other places first: I took
a long holiday in Italy and finished up in

o
>

Rome. | The route follows the Rivers Dee and
Lune, before  finishing up at Lake
Windermere. | We finished up in a Chinese
restaurant in Soho.

* .
- SIMILAR IO end up, wind up

2 [finish UpI

BrE informal to get into a particular state or sit-
uation as the result of what you have done,
especially without planning or expecting it:
One of the guys tried to bribe a police officer
and finished up injail.
+ as Soane came from apoor family, but he
finisned up as one of Britain S greatest
architects.
+ with If you go out in thisfreezing weather,
you'll probably finish up with pneumonia.
_ SIMILAR T0: end up, wind up

3 .finish up doing th

informal, especially BrE to do something at the
end of an event or process, especially with-
out planning or expecting it: | often start off
thinking of one story, and finish up writing
something completely different. | If you move
to another house, you could finish up paying
an even higher rent.

* .
- SIMILAR TO. end up, wind up

4 |ﬁniahup~_ hﬂmﬁ]"‘_

to eat or drink all of what you are eating or
drinking: Come on! Finish up your drinks. We
have to go now.

5 |finish Isth 1UD]  finish UD @] Ifinish U

AmE to complete the final part of something:
Moore isfinishing up his first season with the
4gers. | The report is due on Wednesday, but |
think we might finish it up by Sunday night.
*SIMILAR T0: complete, wrap up, finish off
especiallyBrE

finish up with ., -
|finish wp with =

especially BrE to end an activity, event etc by
having or doing a particular thing: Most of us
finished up with the orange and almond
dessert. | The rowing season finishes up with
Henley Royal Regatta.

finish with

1
~Ibe/have finished  with §J

to have stopped using or needing something:
Have you finished with the newspaper yet? |1
usually give my old clothes away when I'm

finished  with them,

to have finished talking to someone, or deal-
ing with them, especially when you are
angry with them or want to punish them:
Don't go, Anna. | haven't finished with you
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yet'. |"'IWh<?n I'm finishefj wi'th yOL_J," Morr'ilssey fire up
said. “you'll be lucky if you're still alive.

3 finish with =~ nor passne 1 [fireup~  fire = USUAILY  PASSIVE
informal to end a romantic or sexual relation- to make someone become very excited,
ship with someone: Did you know that Mike S interested, or angry: By the time we went into
finished with Theresa? | There were just too the contest we were all fired up with enthusi-
many arguments, so in the end Iinished with asm. | Uncle George always had terrific sto-
him. ries that fired up our imagination. | It was

alarming the way she got so fired up about
small things.

FINK

2 [fireup~ Ifire§I~
ffnked, ffnked, ffnking
informal, especially AmE to make something
start to burn, for example a cigarette or

something you are going to cook on: Millions
of Americans are preparing to fire up their
barbecues on Labor Day weekend

Ifinkon~
AmE informal to tell the police or someone in

authority that someone else has done some- * SmiLar To: light up

thing wrong: Rita fin ked on me for taking ] N ]

long lunches at work. | The school S anti- van- 3 Mire up = fire 1sth 1Up

dalism policy encourages kids tofink on their informal, especially AmE to make an engine,

friends. computer etc start to work: Mercer fires up
* gmiar To: tell on informal, tattle on AmE the 52 horsepower engine and lifts offfrom the
informal main runway.
* SmiLar To: start up
FIRE
ffred, fired, ffring FIRM
. firmed, firmed, firming
fire away
] I
Ifire away!
spoken informal used to tell someone that you 1 [frmups Ifirm.—

are ready for them to begin asking you ques-
tions or speaking about something: "Do you
mind if 1ask you something, Woody?" "Fire
away."

* smiLar To: shoot! spoken informal
fire back

Ifire back'
to quickly and angrily answer
remark

+ at The Japanese government
back at its critics.

a question or

has fired

Ifire off~ Ifirelsth[~

to fire a bullet, bomb etc into the air: The
terrorists fired off several shots into the air.

fire off a gun The Mexicans have a tradition

of.firing off guns to welcome in the new
year,
fireofflsth[ Ifirelsth][~

to quickly write and send a letter or message
to someone, especially an angry one protest-
ing about something: 1fired off another furi-
ous e-mail to the editor. | The United States
fired off a harshly worded protest, calling for
international  action.

to make the details of arrangements, ideas etc
more definite and exact: I'll call you nearer the
time tofirm things up. |At the meeting Albright
firmed up dates for the trip to Mexico.

firmupl=  [firml=
if you firm up part of your body, you make
the muscles stronger and get rid of fat by

exercising:  These exercises are good for
firming up your stomach.

* SmiLar To: tone up
firm ugl; |-fir-mst-EL'!g-p|

to make your position of power stronger or
safer: The party was keen tofirm up its sup-
port before the coming election. | Moscow is
intent on firming up its defences along the
Chinese border.

siMiLAR To: consolidate formal

FISH

ffshed, ffshed, ffshing

fish for

lﬁs.h IQI |$IJJ |NOT PASSNE, USUAILY PROGRESSIVE

to try to get something from someone, espe-
cially information or praise, often by asking
them for it in an indirect way: Jed was inter-
ested in my sister, Anna, and he was fishingfor
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information about her habits and boyfriends. |

It was election time again, and politicians

were touring the country jishing for support.
fish for compliments (=try to get someone
to say something nice about you) I'm not
fishing for compliments, but do you think
this dress suits me?

*Smiar To: angle for

fish out
|ﬁsbnu1. |sIhEh| |ﬁsh Elhbhm:. |

informol to pull something or someone out of
water: | couldn't swim so Dad had tojump in
and fish me out.
+ of Police fished her body out of the East
River a week later.

ish out @J 1ssh iy tout |

informal to take something out of a bag, pocket
etc after searching for it with your hand: Phil
put his hand in his pocket andfished out afew
coins.

FIT
fitted, fitted, fitting BrE
fit, fit, fitting AmE

+ |I|_t in [NoT PROGRESSNE

to be happy with a group of people because

they accept you easily, and because you have

the same interests and attitudes: As soon as

we moved to this area, wefelt that wefitted in.
+ with Ben just doesn't seem tofit in with
the other children at school.

= [fitlsb/sthlinl

to succeed in finding time to do something or

see someone, especially when you have a lot

of other things to do: We'll be in Paris for a

couple of days, so we should be able tofit ina

trip to Versailles. | The doctor said that he can

fit me in at 4.30.

* SMILAR To: squeeze in,slot in

it 10l

to arrange what you do in a way that is con-
venient for another person or group that you
have to consider: In a large family like ours,
everyone has to learn tofit in.
+with Whats bestfor you? I'll try andfit in
with your schedule.

BrE if activities or arrangements fit in, they
can take place between other arrangements

without causing any problems
fit in well/beautifully/neatly etc If we leave
London by four o ‘clock, we can be home in
time for the cinema - it'll all fit in quite
well.
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+ with Julie works as a school nurse, which
fits in beautifully with running a home and
afamily. | The dates you've suggested fit in
neatly with my own plans.

fit i [noT ProGRESSIVE

to look suitable or nice in a particular place,
or with other things: The new houses that
they're building in the village really don't fit
in.
+ with I'm looking for a sofa that will fit in
with the room Sgeneral style.

used to ask or describe what part someone
has in a plan or situation: It sounds like a
great idea, but how do Ifit in? | We'll need
someone who speaks Russian, and that's
where Sam fits in.

Ifit in with @\] NOTPROGRESSIVE, ~ NOTPASSNE

if something fits in with a particular
idea, or method, it is suitable for it or works
successfully with it: Julius decided to buy
himself a more expensive car that would fit in
with his lifestyle. | These ideas fit in well with
traditional views of language learning.

*

~ sivuar oo match

Ifit in with Isth |NoT PROGRESSIVE, NOT PASSNE

if something fits in with a particular idea,
statement etc, it says the same thing or has
the same effect: Sonny S behaviour did not fit
in with what | knew of him. |Dr Oliver S ver-
sion of events did not fit in with the facts as
stated in the police report.

simiLaR To: fit with, match

fit into

system,

|f_it into |s_th _].NOT PROGRESSNE, NOT PASSNE

to become a suitable part of a plan, situation,
or system: Dubcek Spolicies did not fit easily
into the Marxist system.
where/how sth fits into sth (=used to ask or
describe what part someone or something
has in a plan, situation etc) We need to
consider how this software will fit into our
training programme.
Ifit into
to be the right kind of person to be in a par-
ticular group or situation and feel happy in it:
Vimessa wasn't sure that she would find it easy
to fit into a police officer S life. | The people

living opposite us didn't seem to fit into our
small community at all.

NOT PROGRESSIVE, NOT PASSIVE

3 ffitinto[~

if something or someone fits into a type or
group, it seems reasonable to include them in
that type or group



fit into a category/type/pattern  etc His
problems don't seem tofit into any of the
usual categories. | George didn't fit into any
recognizable social type.

it ou 1 | [ff s goue |

especially BrE to provide someone or some-

thing with equipment, furniture, clothes etc:

The money we raise will be used for fitting out

a new laboratory. | The apartments were very

comfortably fitted out in contemporary style.
+ with As soon as we arrived we were fitted
out with uniforms.

*SIMILAR To: kit out BrE

gt s | [l =
especially  BrE to provide someone or some-
thing with the equipment, furniture, clothes
etc they need: Anne and John spent their hol-
iday fitting up their first home.
+ with Trentham asked the coach tofit him
up with apair ofboxing gloves.
* SmLLar To: fit out especially BrE, kit out BrE

2lfitup~ ~

BrE informal to deliberately ~make someone
seem guilty of a crime, although they are not:
It was obvious that Cooper and Murphy had
been fitted up and were innocent.

fit sb up for sth The police tried tofit me up

for burglary.

sIMLLAR TO: frame

fit with
Ifit With =~ NOT PROGRESSIVE, NOT PASSIVE

if something fits with a particular idea, state-
ment etc, it says the same thing or has the
same effect or purpose: The research shows
that girls study harder than boys, and this cer-
tainly fits with our experience. |BMW:S acqui-
sition of Rover fits with the company s aim of
widening its range of models.

* smiar o fit in with, match

{rlfixuPlste] ~

especially BrE to arrange something such as a
meeting, date, deal etc: Can wefix up a time
when we can meet? | Racing driver Oliver
Oakes has fixed up a sponsorship deal with
Shell.
get sth fixed up Don't worry about the
insurance - I'l/ get itfixed up.
fix up to do sth BrE I've a/ready fixed up to
go on holiday that week.

*SIMLLAR TO: arrange

2 lfixup8] ~

to provide someone with something that
they need, or arrange for them to have or do
something:  If you need anything, come and
see me. I'll fix you up.
+ with When he came out of prison, they
fixed him up with ajob in afactory.
be/get fixed up Thanks, but I'm already
fixed up with somewhere to stay.
get sb fixed up If you want to write profes-
sionally, we'll need to get you fixed up with
an agent.

3 Ifixsthl~  Ifix UD§]

to work on something such as a building,
room etc, in order to repair it, improve it, or
make it suitable for something: We bought an
old house in Edinburgh, and spent months try-
ing to fix it up and make it reasonably com-
fortable.
+ for We'd planned a lot of improvements,
and Jack was fixing a room upfor the baby.
+ as My son fixed up our garage as a
recording studio.
* .
SIMLLAR To: do up informal

lfixupl~
informal  to provide a suitable partner for
someone to meet in a romantic way or have
a romantic relationship  with: Janie said that
she could fLX me up for the evening.
+ with I've been trying tofix my sister up
with some nice guy for years.

fixed, ffxed, ffxing to make something quickly using whatever is

|ﬁ_x on |sth/sb |

to decide to choose a particular thing or per-
son, especially after thinking about it care-
fully: They've finally fixed on October 16th for
their wedding. | We ta/ked about the money for
a long time before wefixed on afigure.

* .
siMILAR TO: decide on, settle on

available, because you suddenly need it: we
fixed up a table, using some old boxes. | I'm
sure I cap fix up some sort of meal.

6 |m( yourself up|

AmE to make yourself look attractive, espe-
cially before a special event: Zoe spent two
hours fixing herself up for the Christmas
party. |1 had just enough time to go home after
work and fix myself up before meeting Bill for
dinner.

SIMILAR To: gussy yourself up AmE
old-fashioned, doll yourself up informal
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FLAKE
| ffaked, ffaked, ffaking
= with a look/stare/gaze  etc
g flake off

to look at someone very directly and for a
long time, especially in an angry way: Alison
paused and fixed Guido with an irritated
look. |As soon as | came in, my mother fixed
me with an angry stare.

FIZZLE

fizzled, fizzled, fizzling

|ﬁzz]:;' outl

informal  to gradually become less strong, less
successful, or less serious, and then end or
disappear, often in a disappointing way: The
rebellion fizzled out after a couple of weeks. |
She's still very young, so I'm hoping that their
romance will eventually fizzle out.

*
SIMIIAR  TO: peter out

FLAG
ffagged, ffagged, ffagging

flag ~own ~ -

ltag down I~ o 510 down

to make a vehicle stop by waving at its dri-
ver: | went outside and flagged down a taxi. |
The police were flagging down motorists and
questioning them.

SIMILAR TO: Wave down

lflagup~

BrE to attract people's attention to a particu-
lar idea, subject etc, or inform them about it:
The conference was an opportunity toflag up
Scottish ~ concerns  across the European
Parliamentary scene.

FLAIL
ffailed, ffailed, ffailing

|flail around/about |

to wave your arms and legs around in an
uncontrolled  way: The child was flailing
about in the watel; coughing and shouting.

*
siMILAR TO: thrash about/around

flake off [ fiake OFf8]

to break away from a surface in small, very
thin pieces - use this especially about old
paint or dry skin: The walls were damp, and
some of the white paint wasflaking off. | There
were ugly patches of red where the skin had
flaked off her sunburned shoulders.

*
siMILAR To: peel off

I
lflake ourr <
BrE informal to suddenly fall asleep because

you are very tired: He was so exhausted that
he just flaked out on the sofa.

* smiLar To: crash out spoken informal, zonk
out Informal, espeCially AmE
e flaked out |

BrE informalto be extremely tired: I'm flaked

out now. Could we talk about this in the
morning?

f sIMILAR To. be shattered, be exhausted

| flake outl

AmE informal to forget to do something that

you promised to do: Paula flaked out and
didn't get the tickets for the play tonight.

+ on Kathy kind offlaked out on us today.

FLARE

ffared, ffared, ffaring

1 are U

lflareoff~

technical to burn the waste gas that is pro-
duced when oil is pumped up from below
the ground: The Gulf states flare off gas

equivalent to 92 million tonnes of oil every
year.

* SimiLar To: burn off
I
|flare outl

AmE literary to say something
angry way
+ at Rothchild flared out at Julia when she
questioned him.

suddenly in an

if something such as violence, a serious argu-
ment, or anger flares up, it suddenly starts or
suddenly becomes very serious: Violence has
flared up again in the city, and ten people were
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killed in one day. [1f the conflict flares up, NATO
will respond. |Anger flared up inside her.
*SIMILAR TO: erupt formal
flare-up n [cl
when violence, an argument, or angersud-
denly starts or becomes very senous:
There was an immediate flare-up of trouble
in the north and west of the region. |aflare-
up between the US Congress and the
President

to suddenly become very angry with some-
one about something they have said or done:
He/en flared up. "Look what you've donel!"
she shouted. | Frank couldn't say anything
nowadays without her flaring up at him.

*
SIMILAR TO: blow up
flace U

if an illness, pain etc that you have had
before flares up, you get it agam or It
becomes worse: Youshould take some pills on
holiday, in case the infection flares up again. |
The pain in my legs tends toflare up when the
weather's damp.

flare-up N [c]

when an illness, pain etc that you had

before suddenly comes back or becomes

worse: A flare-up of her arthritis had kept

her in bed.

are L)

to suddenly begin to bum brightly, or more
brightly than before, especially for a short
time: Daniel lit a match and Itflared up In the
dark. ||put some more wood on the fire, and
watched the flames flare up.

FLASH
pashed, pashed, pashing

1 |flash your money aroundlabout |

to spend a lot of money in away that is very
noticeable, because you want other people to
know that you have a lot and admire you:
Eddie s always enjoyed flashing his money
around - expensive cars, clothes, that sort of

thing,
|flash |sth |aroundiabout |

to show people that you have something
valuable, because you are very proud of it
and want them to admire it: If you have jew-
ellery with you don't go flashing it around -
there are a lot of thieves in this part of town.

|flash back 1o |sthish |

if your mind or thoughts flash back to a time,

ELATTEN

event, or person in your past, you suddenly
think of them or remember them: Isabel s
thoughts flashed back to Luke and the night
they'd spent in San Remo. | His mind flashed
back forty years to what his father had once
told him.

flashback Ncl

when you suddenly have a clear picture in

your mind of something that happened to

you in the past, often something unpleasant

+ to Rachel, 25, still has vivid flashbacks to

the day when she was attacked.

flashback ~ [cu]

a scene in a film, play, or book, which
shows or describes something that hap-
pened in the past, or the method of telling
a story in this way: In a series of flash-
backs we follow the sisters through their
teenage years.

in flashback In 'The English Patient’, a lot
of the story is told in flashback.

flash on

Alash on 8]

AmE to suddenly remember something or

have a new idea: When Maurice starts talking.
about caribou, | immediately flash onAlaska. |
It was then that Iflashed on the idea of spend-
ing Easter in Hawaii.

|flash out = NOT pAssNE

if someone's eyes or looks flash out a feeling
or message, they suddenly  express It
Glover's eyes .flashed out the clear message
that he didn't believe what she had said.

FLATTEN

pattened, pattened, pattening

1 lfaen our | lparen our lsn |

|flatten_ sth lout |
to become flat or flatter, or to make some-
thing become  flat or flatter: East of
Richmond, the countryside begins to flatten
out. |1 opened the map and flattened it out in
front of me.

2 |ﬂatten o_ut|
if the rate or number of something flattens

out, it stops increasing and stays at the same
level: Car sales areflattening out, earlzer than
expected this year. |House prices have started
toflatten  out after years of steady growth.

*
siMiLAR TO: level off/out



FLESH i
FLESH

~gshed, ~eshed, ~eshing

flinch from doing sth Ruth knew that she
must notflinch from telling him the truth.

FLING
|ttesh our lsin | lstesh lsth soue | ~ung, ~ung, ~inging
to add more details to a piece of writing, a f|ing into

speech, or a piece of music, in order to make
it more interesting or to give more informa-
tion: Scott fleshes out the original story with
details from his own imagination. | The chair-
man S report will flesh out the basic facts
about sales and profits. | Drum and bass
rhythms flesh out the melodies.

FLICK

~icked, ~icked, ~icking

flick off
Iflick off=1  [ftickistn 1 001] 'Z

to quickly make an electric light, machine etc
stop working by pressing a switch: Flicking
off the downstairs lights, she went upstairs. |
Gus moved over to the stereo and flicked it off
* smiLar To: switch off, turn off

« orrosrrt:  flick on

ifick on 1~ ificictnt ont -

to quickly make an electric light, machine etc
start working by pressing a switch: She
opened the door and flicked on the light. |1
flicked on the TV and took a can of lager from
thefridge.

* smiLar To: switch on, turn on

- opposiTE:  flick off

flick through

Iftick through Jilfl

to quickly look at the pages of a book, mag-
azine etc, or at a pile of papers, photographs

etc, in order to see what is in them, or to find
something you are looking for: Jilly was lying
on the sofa, flicking through a magazine. |
Lessing flicked through the pile of papers on
his desk, but the one he needed wasn't there.

* SMILAR To: flip through, leafthrough

FLINCH

~inched, ~inched, ~inching

flinch from
[flinch from Isth] usuaLLy NecaTive

to avoid doing something because you do
not like it or are afraid of it: He was a brave
man and a great leader who never flinched
from his duty.

Ifling yourself into Isth |

to suddenly begin to take part in an activity
with a lot of determination or enthusiasm,

often because something else you were
involved in was not successful: When the war
ended, Carlosflung himself into the campaign
for free elections. | Determined to put all
thought of marriage out of her mind for ever,
she flung herself into her work, staying up late
into the night.

* SMILAR To: throw yourself into

=\ ffitt—:c

Aflingoffl~ Iflingl~

to quickly remove a piece of clothing that
you were wearing or a cover that was over
you: Dan flung his coat off and came through
into the kitchen. | Flinging off the bedcovers,
she got up and opened the window.

*
sIMILAR TO: throw off

FLIP
~ipped, ~ipped, ~ipping

|flip for |s~

AmE to suddenly begin to like someone very
much: Ben has really flipped for Laura, hasn't
he?

*
siviLar To: fall for

. _ ..
lfip offisth]  1flip IStEIB

to quickly make an electric light, machine etc

stop working by pressing a switch: | reached
up and flipped off the light.

* simiar To: flick off, switch off, turn off

2 zshl  off] [flip offl~

AmE to make a rude sign at someone by rais-
ing your middle finger and keeping your
other fingers curled down: The guy in the red
Honda wouldn't let me in, so Jflipped him off

flip on

Iflipon~ ~

to quickly make an electric light, machine etc
start working by pressing a switch: She
started the engine andflipped on the radio.

* . .
simiLar To: flick on, switch on, turn on



|ﬂD outl

AmE informal to become very excited, very
angry, or completely crazy: My boyfriend
flipped out when he saw me with another guy. |
Poor Joanie, she Sfinally flipped out.

* smiar To: go crazy, lose it spoken

lip cxerr | OVE sy OBl
to quickly turn over, or to make something
do this: The car went out of control and
flipped over onto its roof | "Breakfast any-
one?" Leonora said, flipping the eggs over in
the pan.

f§|M|lAR IO, turn over
|flip over |m |mg over |
to quickly change to another channel on a
television
+ to It is OK if Iflip over to the news?
SIMILAR TO: switch over 8rE, turn over 8rE

|_f_|j,n through @'J,] NOT PASSIVE

to quickly look at the pages of a book, mag-
azine etc, or at a pile of papers, photographs

etc, in order to see what is in them, or to find
something you are looking for: Alex was
standing by the telephone flipping through his
address book.

* SIMILAR TO: flick through, leaf through

FLIRT
rirted, rirted, rirting

1 |ﬂ|_rtmw NOT PASSIVE

to consider doing something, or to be inter-
ested in something, but only for a short time
and not very seriously: In the '30s Crowley
flirted briefly with fascism.
flit with the idea of One or two of them
were flirting with the idea of joining a rock
band.
;k§IMIIAR I0. toy with
|flict. with danger/disaster/death  etc |
to do something that involves taking unnec-
essary risks, especially because you find it
exciting: Formula One driver Jim Clark knew
he was flirting with death in every race.
Flirting with danger had offered an excite-
ment that was better than anything Caroline
had ever experienced before.

FLOAT
rooted, roated, roating

float around o
ALso float about Bie .

1 lpe floating around/about |

if an idea or story is floating around, a lot of
different people are talking about it and pass-
ing it on to other people: There are a lot of
rumours floating about, but nobody really
knows what s going to happen. |I'm quite wor-
ried about some of the strange ideas that are
floating around these days.

X swar 10 go around circulate . formal
floating . around/about

spoken if you say that something is floating
around, you mean that you know it is some-
where near you even though you are not sure
exactly where: That book is definitely floating
around the house somewhere. |Have you seen
my glasses floating about anywhere?

FLOOD
rooded, rooded, rooding

flood back

st -.comes flooding . back

if something comes flooding back, you sud-

denly remember it, usually because some-

thing else reminds you of it: As soon as she

was alone, all her fears came flooding back.
it all comes flooding back Every time 1hear
that song, it all comes flooding back.

flog,d inJinto ..
to arrive or enter somewhere in very large
numbers: Letters of thanks have been flooding

in from viewers. | Large numbers of refugees
flooded into Macedonia.

* -
SIMILAR TO: pour in/into

flood out

|be flooded  out |

to be forced to leave your home because of
floods. A flood is a large area of water, which
moves over an area that is usually dry, often
causing damage: The river burst its banks,
and hundreds of Londoners were flooded out
after the worst rainfor twenty years.

\flood outl

to leave a place in very large numbers
+ of About 200,000 people were reported to
be flooding out of the country.
SIMILAR TO: pour out



FLOP
I

1 -~sthiwith§]

to send large numbers of letters, complaints
etc to an organization, especially more than
the people there can deal with: Campaigners
flooded the Governor § office with angry let-
ters of protest.
be flooded with calls/complaints/requests
etc (=receive a large number of telephone
calls etc) The telephone lines were flooded
with calls from people wanting to help.
2 ltiood |~ witn 8]
to provide such large amounts of something
in a place that it causes a problem: A plot to
flood Britain with the drug ecstasy has been
smashed by the police. | Plans to recruit more
foreign workers could flood the country with
cheap labor.
flood the market (=make so much of
something available that its price drops)
Foreign suppliers are accused of flooding
the market with cheap CDs.
* SIMILARTO: swamp

FLOP
ffopped, ffopped, ffopping

flop down
Iflop down |

to suddenly sit or lie down somewhere,
cially because you are tired
+ infonfonto etc "T'm exhausted,” said
Max, flopping down in a battered arm-
chair. | She got off her bike and flopped
down on the grass.

FLOUNDER

ffoundered, ffoundered, ffoundering

espe-

1 |flounder around/about |

to move unsteadily and with difficulty, espe-
cially in water, mud etc: Men were flounder-

ing about ip the water, splashing. and yelling.
2 |flounder around/about |

to try hard to think of what to say or what to
do, but with difficulty: |floundered around,
trying to think of the right word.

FLOW

ffowed, ffowed, ffowing
I

|f|ow from |st~

to be the result of a particular situation,

event, plan etc, especially a good result:
Patients are already enjoying the extra bene-
fitsflowingfrom  this new technology. |A num-
ber of policy changes will flow from the
lessons we have learnt.

*S|M|LARTO: stem from

flow over |5bJ

if a feeling flows over you, you suddenly feel
it strongly: A wave of sadness flowed over her.

let sth flow over you (=allow yourself to

experience the beauty of something) He
closed his eyes and let the musicflow over
him.

FLUFF

ffuffed, ffuffed, ffuffing

|t ourup sin | st |5 Jouwup |

if you fluff out something soft such as hair or
feathers, or something containing feathers,
you brush or shake it in order to make it
appear larger, feel softer etc: The barn was
full of chickens fluffing out their feathers
against the cold. | Margefluffed up the pillow
behind her and leaned back. |Rod was doing
her hair for her,fluffing it out like a real hair-
dresser.

* SIMILARTO: plump out

FLUNK
ffunked, ffunked, ffunking

flunk out

1flunk_ outl

especially AmE to be forced to leave school or
college because your work is not good
enough: If Jacob doesn't study more, he S
going toflunk outfor sure.

+ of Mulroney flunked out of law school at
25.

FLUSH
ffushed, ffushed, ffushing
I
1 @@isbisth _ lout | |f|ush out ||1\]§|

to force a person or an animal to come out of
the place where they are hiding: Armed
police flushed the rebels out without firing a

shot.
+ from The dogs are sent in toflush out the
fox_finm its den.

2 ]flush out§

to clean something
large amount of water or

I-fl-us-h-1-sth-1~

thoroughly by forcing a
other  liquid



through it: You need to drink at least eight
glasses of water a day toflush out your sys-
tem. | The radiators had to be taken outside
and flushed out with a hose.

FLY
~ew, ~own, ~ying

|fty aroundabout |

USUAILY  PROGRESSIVE

if rumours, stories, or accusations etc are fly-
ing around, people are talking about them a
lot in an excited way. Rumours are stories
which are often not true about what might
happen or might have happened: Rumours
were flying around Manchester that the band
was about to split up. | There were a lot of
accusations flying around at the time about
who was to blame for the accident.

lflyat~

to suddenly rush towards someone because
you are very angry with them: The old man
flew at her in a rage.

* smiLar To: attack

Iflybyl
if time flies by, it passes very quickly: They
started talking about old times, and the

evening just flew by. | The days seemed to fly
by and soon it was time to think about going
back home.

fly in
flyin)

to arrive somewhere by plane

+ from Her sister flew infrom New York to
be at the wedding.

.@.t].s&hlﬁb.;

to bring something or someone to a place by

plane: An ambassador from Finland was
flown in to help settle the dispute between the
two countries. | Cocaine is flown in from
across the border.

|ﬂ.y.i.nm aLagﬂtempﬂLLnan.LvJ

to suddenly become extremely angry or
frightened:  Whenever his girlfriend looked at

other men, Joe would fly into a rage. | Major
Sanderson flew into a temper when he heard
that the soldiers had disobeyed his orders.
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FOCUS

fly out

1 Ifly.outj

iz

to go somewhere by plane: We didn't fly out
until 11:30 last night.
+ to Bruce has been flying out to Colorado
every week on business.

Qy Ishisth Jout |

to send something or someone to another
place by plane: As soon as the trouble began,
all the women and children were flown out.

FOB
fobbed, fobbed, fobbing

1 [Toboff~

N

fob off

BrE to stop someone complaining or asking
questions by giving them explanations,
excuses etc that are not true: Come on, tell me
the truth. I'm not going to be so easily fobbed
off this time.
fob sb off with sth Alan tried tofob her off
with some story about losing her telephone
number

lfob off |~ ~sb lofy)

BrE to make someone accept something

is not as good as what they really want
fob sb off with sth Don't let them fob you off
with some cheap imitation. | People are
much more selective about what they watch
these days, and they don't want to be
fobbed off with any old rubbish.

that

= i |off onjonto ls~

~on/onto~

BiE to persuade someone to do or have some-
thing that you do not want to do or have
yourself, especially by deceiving them in
some way: She always tries tofob the worst
jobs off onto me.

FOCUS

focused, focused, focusing
focussed, focussed, focussing BrE

«  Focus upon is more formal than focus on

and is used mostly in writing.

~fhos cvpon I~ ~ Jonsupon |

to give a lot of attention to a particular
or person instead of others: People have
tended to focus on Marilyn S private life,
rather than on her films. |At that time all her
energy wasfocused on her career.

thing
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focus attention on/upon sth/sb At the con- FOLD
ference, attention will be focussed on island folded, folded, folding

communities in the developing world.

focus on doing sth Recent research has
focussed on studying the genetic back-
ground to the disease.

fSIMILAR Io. concentrate on

|focus on/upon =

to move the lens on a camera, telescope etc
so you can see something clearly with it. The
lens is the part of the camera etc that is made
of glass, which light travels through: The
most important rule when taking portraits is to
focus on the subject's eyes.

FOG

Ibe fogged inl

AmE if a place or the people there are fogged
in, the place is surrounded by low clouds so
that it is impossible to see much or travel
around: "We're completely fogged in," said
Lisa Howard, a spokeswoman for O 'Haire
Airport.

fog up

Ifoqupl Ifoqup~ ~

if glass fogs up, or something fogs it up, very
small drops of water cover it so that it is dif-
ficult to see through it: My windshieldfogged
up, making it nearly impossible to see the
road. | The cold, wet air fogged up her glasses
as soon as she stepped outside.

* .
SIMILAR TO: mist up, steam up

FOIST
foisted, foisted, foisting

« Foist upon is more formal than foist on

and is used mostly in writing.
~_Lo.f.t).n.uLman.{.|.”

to force someone to accept or deal with
something that they do not want: [just wish
he wouldn't keep trying tofoist his opinions on
other people. | Ryan was always foisting his
chores off on his younager  sister.

| foist Isb|(off) on/upon Isbl

to force someone to have to deal with or
look after another person ~ often used
humorously:  Karen's always trying to foist
her children off on us.

1 [taLd'sLh'awaul |Ioldawax|$lm

to fold something into a small, neat, and usu-
ally flat shape, so that you can store it some-
where: Can you fold away the chairs and put
them in the kitchen cupboard? |She took her
clothes out of the drier and began folding

them away,
|fold away |

if furniture or equipment folds away, it can
be folded and made smaller, so that you can
store it easily when it is not being used: The
good thing about this bed is that itfolds away.
simitar To: fold up
fold-away AD) [ONLY BEFORE NOUN]
a fold-away bed, table etc can be folded
into a small shape so that it can be stored
easily

fold in/into
~ Ifold~

lfold Ith linto lst=

to gently mix a food into a mixture when
you are cooking: Beat the egg whites and fold
them into the batter just before baking. |Make
sure that you fold in the cream before adding
the fruit.

* U
SIMILAR TO: mix in/into

1 lfoldup-— lfold~

to fold something into a small, neat, and usu-
ally flat shape, so that you can store it some-
where: | can never remember how tofold up
the tent so that it fits into the bag. | She
reached for the map and folded it up neatly .

. opposiTE:  unfold

Ifold uﬂ'

if something such as furniture or equipment
folds up, it can be folded and made smaller,
so that you can store it easily when it is not
being used: The table folds upfor easy storage
when you're not using it.
*

simitar TO: fold away

fold-up AD) [ONLY BEFORE NOUN]

a fold-up bed, table etc can be folded into a
small shape so that it can be stored easily:
Hattie kept afold-up bed in the spare room.

Ifold upl

if a business folds up, it closes permanently
because it has not been successful: Experts
have predicted that one-third of East
Germany's 8,000 businesses could fold up.

* SMILAR TO: fold, go bust
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FOLLOW

followed, followed, following

follow on

1 [follow ani

2

to happen after or as a result of something
else - used to say that two events or actions
are connected with each other
+ from The discussion groups are intended
tofollow onfrom this morning S lecture.

following on from sth Following on from
the success of its Boboli pizzas, JS has
introduced a new range of small pizzas
called Bobolini.

follow-on N [SINGULAR]

especially BrE something that happens after
or as the result of something else: The new
coursebook  is afollow-on of an earlier one.

lfollowonl

BrE to go somewhere at a later time than
someone else, especially in order to meet
them there: The two climbers set off alone -

the rest of the expedition were expected to
follow on later.

follow out

|follow out 15t | !follow = out |

if you follow out someone's instructions,
orders etc, you do exactly what they have
told you to do: Soldiers are expected tofollow
out their orders without question. | Dennis
seems unable tofollow out even the simplest of
instructions.

*SIMILARTO: carry out, obey

I
| follow through |

to do what needs to be done in order to make
something happen successfully in the way
that you want, or in the way that you have
planned: Peter has a lot of great ideas, but he
never seems to follow them through. | It had
always been her dream to become a dancer. If
only she had the courage tofollow it through!
+ with Following through with his plan,
MacArhur  sought to take over Seoul by
September  25th.

ﬂ:.mug.h_l follow throught ﬁihl

if you follow through an idea, suggestion etc
you think about or discuss all the things that
are connected with it and what effects it is
likely to have: Some people say that animals
have no rights. If you follow this idea through
to its logical conclusion, we can be as cruel as
we like, without caring about the suffering we
cause.

-~

ELOW
|mum through |
to continue moving your arm or foot after
you have hit, kicked, or thrown the ball in
golf, tennis, football etc, in order to complete
the movement: Jasper has a strong swing, but

he needs to follow through more consistently
after he's hit the ball.

foll-wJ;throu hon .

1mummmw.h_mh

especially AmE to do what you have promised,

planned, threatened etc to do
follow through on a promise/plan/threat
etc Officials waited to see whether the
terrorists would follow through on their
promise to re/ease the hostages. |1t seemed
unlikely that Iraq would start further con-
flict by following through on threats to

attack a US spy plane.
| follow through  opn =

especially AmE to deal with something such as
instructions  or complaints after you have
received them: The report found that man-
agers rarely followed through on complaints
from women in the company. | Some of the
patients have behaviour problems that make it
difficult for them tofollow through on instruc-
tions from others.

follow up; v «  fis e .

'
IT‘Q oW, up —~— IQQW ——

to find out more information about some-
thing, and take action if necessary: The police
received a tip about the robbery, but they
neverfollowed it up.
+ on Public health officials are following
up on numerous health complaints from
workers at the factory.

follow  up 1Lth] |fo||ow |&h|;

to do something soon after you have done
something else, especially in order to make
sure it is successful: The treatment is usually
followed up by a series of check-ups at the
local hospital.

+ with The band is planning to follow up

their new record with a three-month tour of
the Us.

follow-up N [C,U]

something that is done after something
else, in order to develop it further or to
make sure that it is successful:  The
Pretoria talks were afollow-up to the first
meeting between the government and the
ANC

follow-up AD) [ONLY BEFORE NOUN]

follow-up  meetings, visits, activities etc
are done after something else, in order to
develop it further or make sure that it is




QoL

successful: They decided to have afollow-
up meeting tofind out how much progress
had been made.

FOOL

fooled, fooled, fooling

1 m.l..a.mundLab.Q.L|

to behave in a silly way for fun: We used to
fool around a lot in class. | a picture of the
royal couple fooling around on the ski slopes |
Stop fooling about, will you! I'm hying to
work!

*SIMILARTO: mess around/about  Informal,
muck around/about  BrE informal

fool around/about
to use something in a careless way that is
often dangerous
+ with The fire was started by some chil-
dren who were fooling about with matches.
.*S.I.MI.LARJII Dplay, mess around/about informal
|m1 around/about |
to have a short sexual relationship — with
someone else, when you already have a
boyfriend or girlfriend, or you are already
married - used to show disapproval
+ with Hefound she'd beenfooling around
with another man, so he shot her.
*
- SIMILARTO: play around/about
AmE mformal to go around a place, especially
in a car, on a bicycle ete: There was a time
when Gary Cooper fooled around town in a
green Bentley Corniche. |She fools around on
2 hicycle i her jeans.
|fool around |

AmE informal to waste time doing unnecessary
things, or do something much too slowly,
especially when you should be doing some-
thing else: ¥e have to go to Cost Co by five
and he Sjust fooling around!

*SIMILARTO: mess about/around informal,

faft about/around  BrE informal

|fool with ~

AmE informal to touch, play with, or keep
changing something, especially in a way that
is not very sensible: Don't fool with matches.
You'll burn the house down.

fS.I.M.I.LARIQ; play with

fool with =

AmE Informal to be or become involved in
something, especially when it is not sensible
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to do this because it might cause problems: 1
don't think Guinnett wants to fool with this.
It's bordering on racism.

* SIMILARTO: mess with  informal

FOOTLE
footled, footled, footling

—
Licotle, gboutaround |

BrE old-fashioned informal to waste time doing
unimportant  things, especially when you
should be doing something else: He's been
footling around in the garage all morning.

* SIMILARTO: mess about/around  informal

FORCE

forced, forced, forcing

lforce back .~ force lsth, back |

especially BrE to try hard not to show your

feelings, especially when you are upset
force back your tears Forcing back her
tears, she waved goodbye from the taxi
window.

* SIMILARTO: choke back, fight back, hold
back

1 lorce down ] = sih lgown |

to make yourself eat or drink something with
difficulty, especially because you do not like
it, or because you are ill or upset: David tried
to force down a little soup, hoping it would
make him feel better: |1 didn't want to be rude,
so Iforced down the raw fish and smiled at my
hosts.

¥ SIMARTO: choke down
2 lforce down = = 5ﬂl.d.omm.|

to make a plane have to land, especially by
threatening  to attack it or because there is
some kind of problem: In 1995, American
officials forced down about 20 planes carry-
ing illegal drugs into the Us. | The airliner
was forced down over the Andes, after both its
engines failed.

,. ee on uRon:

« Force upon is more formal than force on

and is mostly used in writing.

1 = mnﬂmnn.lﬁi]
to make someone accept something even
though they do not want it: | get really
annoyed when Nancy tries to force her reli-
gion on everyone else. | She kept forcing



drinks on him all evening, and he wondered
what she wanted from him. | People feel that
the reforms have been forced upon them by the

west,
2 l|force yourself onlupon =

to make someone let you stay with them or
go somewhere with them, when they do not
really want you to: I'm sorry, 1didn't mean to
force myself on you the other evening.
Marcus practically forced himself on us when
we mentioned we were going out after work.

3 MngwumLmMmmEM

if a man forces himself on a woman, he
makes her have sex with him, especially by
using violence: He tried to force himself on
her, but ran away when she fought back. |
Klingman swears that he has never forced
himself on any woman.

* SIMILARTO: rape

FORGE
forged, forged, forging

1 Iforge ahead |

to make a lot of progress and become more
and more successful: In France the nuclear
industry continues toforge ahead.

+ with The Russian leader said he will
forge ahead with the economic reforms.
2 |forge ahead |

to keep moving forward in astrong and pow-
erful way: The others forged ahead to the top
of the hill. + 1had to stop and rest, but Peggy
forged ahead. | The USS Nimmitz was forging
ahead at about twenty knots.

FORK
forked, forked, forking

lforkout~

informal to spend a lot of money on some-
thing, especially when you do not want to:
We had to fork out $900 to fix our car. | My
father refused tofork out any more money so
that dcould go to university.

* SIMILAR TO: shell out informal, cough up
informal

&mkmMmJ|mmmm;t.

AmE informal to give someone something,
especially money, even though you do not
want to: Taxpayers haveforked over $1.1 bil-
lion in interest payments. |Are you hiding the

last cookie? Fork it over!
*SIMII.ARTO: hand over

FORM

formed, formed, forming

Eﬂnunlhxun&wn|

lform Ishlsth up]

especially BrE if a group of people or things
form up or someone forms them up, they
move into a particular position, especially in
lines: We all had to form up in rows on the
parade ground. | The teacher made usform up
into a semi-circle. | Captain Haleigh formed up
a line of tanks on either side of the battlefield.

* SIMILARTO: form

FOUL

fouled, fouled, fouling

1 Ifoulout

AmE to make more than five mistakes in a
game of basketball, by touching or holding
another player in a way that is not allowed,
with the result that you are not allowed to
play in that game: After having had only three
players foul out all year, Techfinished itsfinal
game with four players disqualified.

2 foul outl

AmE if you foul out in the game of baseball,
you hit the ball outside the playing area and
it is caught by a player on the other team, so
that your turn at hitting the ball is over: Reid
fouled out, leaving it to Weber to score the
winning run.

foul up
1 tioul upisthl liowl= liou U

Informal to do something badly or fail at
something,  especially by making careless
mistakes: | really fouled up the final exam -

there's no way I'll pass the class now. | don't
know why you didn't get the letter. Someone in
our office must have fouled up.

* SIMILARTO: screw up spoken informal, mess up
informal

foul-up informal N [cl

when someone does something badly or
fails at something, especially by making
careless mistakes: Prescott pins the blame
firmly on foul-ups made by the previous

gdovernment,
2 |MHQ |ih| I~fo-ggﬁl_l-|u-p|

informal  to completely spoil something such
as a plan, a situation, or a relationship: | hope
dhaven't fouled up all your plans. | Marrying
him was the stupidest thing she 'dl ever done. It
fouled up her entire lift.

* . .
SIMILARTO: mess up informal, ruin
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3 ifoul wp 1st7] Moulls~ 2 liee wp = gzee S~

informal to cause an engine, machine, or sys- to make someone have more time available,
tem to stop working properly: Bits of rust in by doing some of the things they usually do
the petrol can foul up the engine. | They had for them: Why don't you get someone in to
problems with the new software, and this help you? It would take a lot of pressure off
fouled up the whole computer system. you, and free you up to do more important

foul-up informal N [cl Elhl | | |

when an engine, machine, or system stops 3 lfree free |

working properly: delays caused by com- I sih | up

puter foul-ups to make a system work more easily and

effectively by getting rid of things that pre-
vent this from happening: The Conservatives

FOUND say they want tofree up the economy by get-
founded, founded ting rid of unnecessary rules and regulations.
FREEZE
« Be founded upon is more formal than be froze, frozen, freezing
founded .on and is mostly used in writing.
freeze out

| be founded on/upon |

to be based on something, especially a partic-

ular idea or belief: Any relationship has to be to make it impossible for someone to take
founded on some degree of trust. | the demo- part in something by causing problems for
cratic principles and values which our society them, especially in a way that seems unfair,
isfounded upon | Reflexology isfounded on the or by ignoring them and being unfriendly to
belief that massaging the feet can affect the them: Some companies try to freeze out the
health of other parts of the body. competition, so that they can have the market
* amiar To: be basedon all to themselves. |_Ifeell like Gary is trying to
freeze me out of his life. | Many people feel
that they have been frozen out of the housing
FREAK market, and that they will never be able to

freaked, freaked, freaking fford their own home.
SIMILAR TO: squeeze out, exclude, close out
AmE

|frggzg _§_Im | lfrggzg out |§m

1 lfreak out| Ifreak Isblout | lireak ous |~

informal  to suddenly feel very shocked, wor-
ried, or frightened, or to make someone feel

|freeze over |

to become covered with ice - used especially

like this: My parents freaked out when I quit
school. | When 1 first saw the film it really

freaked me out.
| freak out]

informal to suddenly behave in a strange and
uncontrolled way, for example because you
have taken drugs: Todd always freaks out
when he smokes pot. | The poor woman
freaked out completely, banging her head
against the wall and screaming.

FREE
freed, freed, freeing

1 lfree wplse  ltree lsth|up]

to make something such as time or money
available to be used, by not using it for some-
thing else: NASA hopes that the budget cuts
will free up $2 billion, which they can use for
other projects. | She thought that if she went
freelance, it would free her time up for doing
things that she really wanted to do.

about lakes, rivers etc: The lake freezes over
for much of the winter | Workers spread salt
on the roads to prevent them from freezing
over.
be frozen over In January the ponds and
streams are all frozen over.
* SmiLar To: ice over,ice up

freeze up, -

|freeze upl

if a pipe, lock etc freezes up, it becomes
blocked with ice and cannot be used: We left
the heating on in the house to stop the pipes
from freezing up. | When I tried to open my car
door Ifound the lock had frozen up.

;kME ice up
|Iteezeup|

to be unable to move, speak, or do anything
because you are so nervous or frightened: He
freezes up whenever the teacher asks him a
question. |1 can't play tennis - ljust freeze up
whenever the ball comes towards me.
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3 |£m&m| maker, and they think his films must be really
boring.

AmE if a machine, engine etc freezes up, its * g i Joff

parts stop moving and it cannot be used: SIMILARTO: scare away/o

Inspectors  believe the train S brakes froze up,

causing a wheel to skip off the tracks. FRITTER
* .
SIMILARTO: jam up frittered, frittered, frittering
FRESHEN
freshened, freshened, freshening |sritter away |§t_h| |ritter |§t_h |awa¥ |
freshen up to carelessly waste money on unimportant
things, especially in small amounts, or to
1 |mup| waste your time doing something unimpor-
. tant His wife had frittered away all their sav-
to quickly wash yourself or make yourself ings on fancy clothes and trips into town. |
look more tidy so that you feel cleaner and Kitty felt she was frittering her life away

more comfortable: I'd like tofreshen up back

at the hotel room before dinnel:

2 lissen s bt | e SO i

to make something look cleaner, brighter, frizzed, frizzed, frizzing
and more attractive: Use flowers from the

among a lot of dull, provincial women.

garden tofreshen up your house. |A new coat frizz up

of paint willfreshen up the walls.

* SIMILARTO: brighten up ‘tr.tzz up = ‘tLLZLJ~_ USUALLYPASSNE

BrE informal if your hair is frizzed up or you

FRIG frizz it up, you make it stand up above your
. . . head in stiff curls: Con says he doesn't like my
frigged, frigged, frigging hair frizzed up too much.

Ifrig about/around _ | FRIZZLE

g frizzled, frizzled, frizzling

BrE informal to waste time doing unnecessary .

or unimportant  things: Where's Chris? | wish frizzle up

he'd stop frigging about! | . | | . | .
* SIMILARTO: mess around/about  informal, frizzle up | lfrizzle up = lfrizzle =
muck around/about BrE informal BrE informal to become dry or bumnt or to
make something do this: The meal was all
frizzled up in the bottom of the frying pan.

FRIGHTEN

frightened, frightened, frightening FRONT

fronted, franted, fronting

righten of |shisth . frighten :sbish 0= g
to make a person or animal go away _b)" informal to be the person or organization used
doing something  that makes them afraid: for hiding a secret or illegal activity: The FBI
The boys threw stones into the bushes to suspected that he was fronting for a gang of
frighten  off the bears. | Reeves said he only drug smugglers.

fired the pistol tofrighten the man away.
fSIMILARE scare away/off

2 |frighten away Isb/sth w~-rig-h-te-n~l-sh-/s-th
licignten Offl~  Highten  1stisth losn |front onjonto Isth |

to make a person or organization decide not especially BrE if a building or town fronts on

to do something that they might have been something, it faces it: My childhood home
interested  in doing, by making them feel was a giant Victorian house that fronted onto

worried, unsure, or nervous: The war has a park. | The town is about 30 minutes from
hurt the economy and frightened away San Francisco and fronts on the Pacific
investors. | A lot of people are frightened off Scean.

by Bergman S reputation as a ‘serious' film- SIMILARTO: face

* SIMILARTO: act as a front for sb/sth




FROST

FROST

frosted, frosted, frosting

frost over/up
|frost over/up |

to become covered in frost (= a thin layer of
ice that looks like white powder): When we
woke up, the windows had frosted over and we
could see our breath. | Turn on the heat - the
windshield isfrosting up.

FROWN

frowned, frowned, frowning
f~own on/upon

«  Frown upon is more formal than frown on

and js.mostly used in writing.
|f.|mu1 onlupon =

if something is frowned on, people disap-
prove of it: In those days divorce was still
frowned on, and people were expected to stay
marriedfor the rest of their lives. |As children
we were often smacked or beaten - something
that I'm sure would be frowned on today.

* .
sIMILAR To: disapprove of

USUAILY PASSIVE

FRY
fried, fried, frying

liryuplsth]. -~
informal  to quickly fry some food in order to
make a meal: Do you want me tofry up some
eggs?
fry-up ~ [cl
BrE informal a quick meal made of fried
eggs, bacon etc: He has a really unhealthy
diet - all he ever eats isfry-ups.

FUCK
fucked, fucked, fucking

e Fuck is an extremely rude and offensive
word.

1 lfuck around/about |

taboo spoken to waste time or behave in a silly
or careless way - used especially when you
are extremely annoyed with someone: | wish
she ‘clstop fucking around and do some work
for a change. |Are you serious about this, or
are you just fucking around?

* smiLar To: mess around/about informal, fool

around/about, piss about/around BrE informal

2

|fuck |sb [around/about |

taboo spoken to make someone angry or
annoyed by wasting their time or causing
problems for them: They kept us waiting at
the airport for ages, and then the flight was
cancelled. They really fucked us around.

* )

SIMILAR To: mess around/about informal,
muck about/around BrEinformal

fuck offt |

taboo spoken used to tell someone to go away
or stop annoying you when you are very
angry: Fuck off! | never want to speak to you
again! |If he gives you any more trouble, just
tell him tofuck off.

* .
siMIIAR To: piss Off! spoken mformol

[fuckl~

BrE taboo spoken to make someone feel very
annoyed or angry: "He says he loves me, but
he doesn't want to hurt his other girlfriend."
"It really fucks me off when people say that."

* .
SIMILAR TO: piss off mformol

| fuck off |

taboo spoken to leave somewhere suddenly -
used especially when you are annoyed with
someone for doing this: And then he just
fucked off and left me on my own without any
money.

* . .
sIMILAR TO: piss off BrEinformal

Ifuck Ish lover |

AmE taboo spoken to treat someone  very

badly: My last boss totally fucked me over, so

now I've decided to start my own business.
get fucked over "Don't trust anyone there,"
Miguel told me. "You'll only get fucked

over."

* .
SIMILAR TO: screw AmE informal

liuck up | ke wp 151 gk lsin s

taboo spoken to do something badly or spoil
something by making careless mistakes: It's
your last chance - don't flick up this time. |1
don't want toluck up my chances of going to
university.
* SMiLAR TO: mess up informal, screw up spoken
mformal
fuck-up N [c]
taboo spoken when someone does some-
thing badly or spoils something by making
careless mistakes: the usual fuck-ups at
work

Ifucklsbl upl !uck gpls_b|

taboo spoken to make someone so unhappy
and confused that it is difficult for them to



deal with their feelings or live normally:
Everyone knows that heroin fucks you up.
When she left me, it really fucked me up.

* SIMILARTO: mess up informal

fuck with

fuckwith~
taboo spoken to annoy someone or make them

angry: If you fuck with Carney, you 'll be
son). | Don't fuck with me today - I'm in a
bad mood.
*SIMILARTO: mess with informal

FUEL

fuelled, fuelled, fuelling BrE
fueled, fueled, fueling AmE

fuel up |;ﬁ|.].aLM.[.)_~ luellsth Tup [

to put petrol or other fuel into a vehicle: We
stopped in Everett tofuel up.

* SIMILARTO: gas up AmE, fill with petrol etc BnE

FUMBLE

fumbled, fumbled, fumbling

|fumble . aroundlahout |

to move your hands around in order to find
something or do something, but with diffi-
culty, for example because you cannot see or
you feel nervous: Frankfumbled around in the
darkness, unable to find the light switch. |
Before | learned how to use a computer, |
would fumble about hying to work out which
buttons to push.

+ with John nervously fumbled around with

the papers on his desk.

FUNCTION

functioned,  functioned,
]

|functi0n as |§m]_

to have a particular use or purpose: The
Institute functions as a museum and a centre
for research. 'In the daytime the dining room
functions as an office.

FUR

furred, furred, furring

functioning

| fur up |

BrE if the inside of a pipe or kettle furs up, it
becomes covered with a hard grey substance

EUTZ

which is formed by chemicals in the water. A
kettle is used for boiling water: There S a lot
of chalk in the water, and the kettle tends to
get allfurred up.

FURNISH

furnished, furnished, furnishing

|furnish_ Ishisth_ |with |ihl

formal to supply or provide something that is
needed or wanted: He should be able to
furnish you with the information you need. |
The embassy furnished us with a list of local
hospitals and English-speaking  doctors.

*SIMILARTO: provide, give, supply

FUSS

fussed, fussed, fussing

fuss at

lfuss at Ish |
AmE to complain or tell someone continu-
ously that you do not like something about'
them: The girls' mother fussed at them, saying
their clothes were sloppy and their hair was
too long and loose.

SIMILARTO: pick at espeCially AmE

| fussover~ ~

to give someone or something a lot of atten-
tion, often too much attention, because you
like them or you feel concerned about them:
My aunts and uncles always fuss over me
when | stay at their house. | They fussed over
her as if she were a sick child. | Raye spent an
hour fussing over her hair.

FUTZ
futzed, futzed, futzing

|futz around |

AmE informal to waste time, especially by
doing small unimportant jobs slowly: J spent
the entire day just futzing around.

*SIMILARTO: dink around AmE informal,

diddle around AmE informal,

faff about/around  BrE informal
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]
1 lgain on Ishisth |usuaLLy procrEssNE
to gradually get closer to a person, car etc
when you are chasing them: Max turned and
saw that the police car was gaining on them. |
His horse was getting tired, and the other
GABBLE horses were starting to gain on him.

gabbled, gabbled, gabbling

sIMILAR TO: catch up with
2 l|gain on Ishisth |usuaLLy proGRESSNE

to gradually improve compared to something
or someone else, and become almost as suc-

|gabble on/away |

BrE informal to talk quickly for a long time in a
way that is boring or difficult to understand:
He was a nice old man, but he spent the whole
journey gabbling on about his past. | The waiter
was gabbling away in French, and she couldn't
make out a word of what he was saying.

* smiLar To: rattle on informal

cessful, good etc as them: A new opinion poll
shows the Republicans  gaining on the
Democrats. [ In the 1980s women S wages
started seriously gaining on men Sfor the first
time.

* SMLLAR To: catch up with

GAD GALLIVANT

gadded, gadded, gadding

lgad about/around |

BrEinformal to go to many different places to
enjoy yourself, especially when you should
be doing something else: I'm stuck at home
with the kids while he Sgadding about with his
friends!

simiLAR TO: gallivant about/around

gadabout n [cl

BrE someone who goes out a lot to enjoy
themselves and often does not do much
work: Charlie had always been a gadabout,
spending most of his time with one girl or
another.

GAG

be gagging for it

|be gagging for ~

BrE informal if someone is gagging for some-

thing, they want to do it or have it very much
sb is gagging for it (=someone wants to

|gallivant about/around |

IanJ.iMa.uJ. around J: USUALLY PROGRESSIVE

to spend time going to different places to
enjoy yourself - used when you disapprove
of the person who does this: Bob S wife spent
six months gallivanting around Europe while
he was in the hospital.
+ with Her sister Rosa was always galli-
vanting around in bars with older men.
* SmiLar To: gad about/around BrE informal

GALLOP
galloped, galloped, galloping

baton snagn |~

informal to do something or say the words of
something very quickly in order to finish it as
soon as possible, often so quickly that you do
not have time to do it well: The priest gal-
loped through the service asfast as he could. |
Try to put some feeling into the poem, instead
ojjust galloping through it.

have sex very much) Emma Thompson
plays Peter Sfriend Maggie, who is obvi- SIMILAR TO: rush
ously gagging for it.
GAIN GALVANIZE
ained. qained. qainin also GALVANISE 8E
gained, gained, gaining galvanized, galvanized, galvanizing
gain n galvanize into
Tuain in Jsh | lgalvanize~
if you gain in something, for example .
weight Eeight or confidegce, you beco?ne to make someone sudde_nly realize that they
heavier, taller, more confident etc: The baby must start doing something

galvanize sb into action The urgency of his
voice galvanized the staffinto action.

was starting to gain in weight. | As he grew
older, he gained in wisdom and experience.



galvanize sb into (doing) sth The Omagh
bomb shocked public opinion and gal-
vanised the political parties into going
ahead with the peace process.

GAMBLE
gambled, gambled, gambling

|

to lose lots of money or possessions by play-
ing card games, trying to win money at races
etc and not winning: Men in top hats drank
champagne and gambled away their fortunes.
gamble on

lgamble on = J(
to make your plans according to what you
expect and hope will happen, although it is a

risk because it may not happen: They were
gambling on reaching the summit before the
snow started falling again. |Rover is gambling
on the success of its new luxury car.

* SIMILARTO: rely on/upon, count on/upon

GANG
ganged, ganged, ganging

lgang together |
to join together in a group, especially to
oppose someone: The smaller supermarkets
are ganging together to beat the bigger ones
at their own game.

gang up
lgang. up!

to join toget